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TCI Construction Co.  24 March 2026 

3680 South Lathrop Street 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

Attn: Chris Bunch 

Re: Alaska Army National Guard Readiness Center – 

Structural Evaluation of Fire Damaged Concrete Walls 

202 Wien Street 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

General: 

Martin Engineering, Inc. (MEI) was contacted by you, Chris Bunch of TCI Construction Co. (TCI) 

concerning the structural integrity of exterior concrete walls that had been damaged by a fire 

originating in the building’s boiler room on 23 January 2026.  It is MEI’s understanding that a natural 

gas line had been broken in the boiler room and was the cause of an explosion and fire in the boiler 

room.  The local fire department was on site when the explosion occurred, and the fire was 

extinguished in a short period of time. 

The original building was constructed around 1961 and consists of a concrete foundation, concrete 

tilt-up wall panels and concrete support columns to form the exterior walls.  The roof of the original 

1961 structure is a steel framed roof supported on the concrete columns.  For the remainder of this 

report the original structure will be referred to as ORG. 

A wood framed addition was added to the West exterior wall of the ORG around 1989 per City of 

Fairbanks Building Department records.  For the remainder of the report the 1989 wood framed 

addition will be referred to as ADD. 

The ADD is constructed of a concrete foundation, wood framed walls and Glu-Laminated Beams 

(GLB) that are supported on the west wall concrete columns of the ORG.  The GLB supports the roof 

of the ADD.   

Located in the north end of the ADD is the boiler room.  The explosion and resulting fire caused the 

GLB in that room and an adjacent room to burn with enough intensity to damage the exterior face of 

two sections of concrete wall on the west face of the ORG.  These walls will be referred to as Wall 

‘A’ and Wall ‘B’.  Please see the attached annotated plan view of the ORG and ADD that reference 

the walls and shows the areas affected by the explosion/fire. 
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