Minutes of the Delta Junction Fish & Game Advisory Committee Meeting
Nov 20, 2013


The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM in the Delta Jct City Hall by Chairman Don Quarberg  Minutes were taken by Secretary Carl Taylor.

Roll Call
Members and Alternates present were, Jacob White, Don Quarberg, Jeff Mason, Tim Webb, Carl Taylor, Tony Williams, Ross Baker, Rusty Craig, Jack Windsor, 
Members absent and or excused, Mike Bender, Jeff Lipscomb, Will Koehler, Vern Aiton, Don Bunselmeier, Mike Rogers,  
Visitor present,
Elizabeth Neipert DTA, Darren Bruning ADF&G, Jim Cummings Public, Art Cummings Alaska Wildlife Troopers


Oct Meeting Minutes - A motion to approve the minutes as amended was moved, seconded and passed unanimously.

Agenda approved 

Correspondence- 
Division of Forestry is looking for volunteers for an advisory committee.
BLM Resource Management Planning is planned for this summer.
Emergency closure of 40 mile caribou winter hunt
DNR was questioned about who would be able to obtain permits to access POGO road, questioned if someone could apply for another person, what if a mining claim was sold , would that permit go to new owners, Basically the only permits that would be issued would be for timber harvest or mining, not just because they have land in the area.

Old Business- 
Purple Heart Greely hunt, It was discussed that the intent of this hunt would be that it is a chance for someone that otherwise would not have the opportunity to hunt would be afforded the chance to do so. This hunt should not end up proxied to someone else and that wording of that nature should be added to the proposal. Vote, 9-0 in Favor of additional wording to Board of game.
Macomb Caribou proposal is in work and almost done for review.

New Business- 
Staff report- Darren brought in some bear sausage samples from the predator control in 19A. He reported that 89 bears were removed from that area and that the hides and meat were all salvaged. Most of the meat was donated to local communities. F&G did have some processed and made into sausage to share with the local ACs. The hides were donated to the state to be auctioned in the state auction.
Darren also updated the local harvest report.
Moose surveys are currently ongoing.
Jeff Gross, Tok Biologist-
Jeff Gross and Leif from 40 mile Air called in to report on the Robertson moose surveys. There was concern that preliminary counts showed a significant drop in the bull/cow ratio in that area. F&G did a complete population estimate in that area and found that the ratio is at 33%. There was worry that the upper river areas are having increased access by air boats and big tires buggies. This area will likely be watched for any decrease in the bull to cow ratio in case the hunt does need to have antler restrictions placed on it. Question was asked what kind of age distribution was noted in the bulls surveyed and it looks as if everything is pretty normal in the area. The #86 proposal to restrict the antler size for moose in this area will be withdrawn.
Jeff also spoke to us about the 40 mile caribou herd and the unusual migration pattern they have taken this winter. Most of the caribou crossed over into Canada north of Dawson. This was the first time they had migrated all the way into Canada like this. Canada closed all hunts in areas where the 40 mile herd has been per their agreement on herd management. In their travels it has been noted that they have mixed with as many as 5 different herds. The winter hunt was closed due to the unusually high harvest in the fall this year. The hunt only remained open 48 hrs. The total harvest was 1200 plus animals which put it well over the quota plus 15%. Everyone is closely watching to see what the herd does come spring and where they return.



Agenda items for next meetng-
Elections
Macomb caribou proposal
Complete BOG proposals


Meeting adjourned 9:45

Next meeting will be Dec 18, 2013






















 

 






