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An Act to Increase Alaska's Minimum Wage 

This bill would raise Alaska's minimum wage from $7.75 per 
hour to $8.75 per hour as of January 1,2015. The bill would raise 
the minimum wage to $9.75 per hour as of January 1,2016. The bill 
would adjust the minimum wage each year for inflation after 2016. 
The bill creates a method for this adjustment. Under the bill, if the 
adjusted minimum wage is less than one dollar over the federal 
minimum wage, Alaska's minimum wage will be one dollar over the 
federal minimum. Tips or gratuities would not count toward the 
minimum wage. 

The bill has a statement of findings and declaration. This 
statement gives reasons for the bill. The reasons pertain to quality of 
life for low income workers, the effect of increases in the cost of 
living, the relationship of the Alaska minimum wage to the federal 
poverty level, and the minimum wage in other states. 

Should this initiative become law? 

This summary has a Flesch test score of 49.1. We believe the summary satisfies 
the readability standards of AS 15.60.005.15 

IV. Conclusion. 

For the foregoing reasons, we find that the proposed bill and application are in the 
proper form and that the application complies with the constitutional and statutory 
provisions governing the use of the initiative. We therefore recommend that you certify 
the initiative application and notify the initiative committee of your decision. You may 
then begin to prepare petitions in accordance with AS 15.45.090. 

15 See, e.g., 2007 Op. Att'y Gen. (Nov. 8; 663-08-0036) (advising that ballot 
summary with Flesch test score of 44.9 satisfied AS 15.60.005). This office has 
previously recommended a proposed ballot summary with a Flesch test score of33.8 for 
a complicated ballot initiative, and that summary was upheld verbatim by the Alaska 
Supreme Court. See 2007 Op. Att'y Gen. (Oct. 17; 663-07-0179); Pebble, 215 P.3d at 
1082-84. We therefore believe a court would uphold this summary as well. 




