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BOARD OF GAME REGULATIONS
Game Management Unit (GMU) 26B

X Hunting [J Subsistence 0 Trapping Other :

Does the proposed change affect residents or nonresidents?
Residents Nonresidents

Which meeting would you like to submit your proposal to? Interior (26B)
[1 Southeast Region (GMUs 1, 2, 3,4 & 5) L1 Southcentral Region (GMUs 6, 7, 8, 14C & 15).

Please answer all questions to the best of your ability. All answers will be printed in the proposal
book along with the proposer's name (address and phone numbers will not be published). Use
separate forms for each proposal. Address only one issue per proposal. State the issue clearly and
concisely. The board will reject multiple or confusing items.

1. Alaska Administrative Code No. 5 AAC: Regulation Book Page No.: 138

2. What is the issue you would like the board to address and why?

I would like the board to address safety concerns associated with Caribou hunters using highway
vehicles along the Dalton Highway in Unit 26B. Data from the ADF&G shows that between 2010 and
2024 the total number of hunters (residents and non-residents) using highway vehicles in this GMU has
increased from 1033 to 1219. The increase is particularly notably during August and September when
most hunt this area.

Personal observations after hunting GMU 26B since 1992 and conversation with individuals from the
ADF&G, DOT, trucking companies, the AK State Troopers, and other hunters all indicated that
incidents between vehicular traffic on the Dalton and hunters in highway vehicles, particularly archery
hunters, are increasing. Without setbacks, like are in place for rifle hunters, archery hunters are more
likely to park along the highway in unsafe ways to gain quick access to Caribou.

In addition to safety concerns, others expressed concerns about fair chase and the quality of the hunting
experience when hunters are shadowing Caribou in their vehicle and then jumping out for a quick shot
from a roadside ditch.

3. What solution do you recommend? In other words, if the board adopted your solution, what
would the new regulation say? (Please provide draft regulatory language, if possible.)

I propose that the board adopt regulations that archery hunters, like rifle hunters, are required to be a
minimum distance from the edge of the road; 5 miles for rifle hunters and 100 yards for archers. The
regulatory change for archery would only be in effect during the peak time for hunting from highway
vehicles, August and September. This change would encourage hunters to use designated parking areas
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rather than parking wherever is most convenient to the Caribou they are following with their vehicles.
This change would also make it illegal for archery hunters using highway vehicles from shooting from
areas close to the road, like roadside ditches, which some view as a practice inconsistent with fair
chase. My conversations with state troopers indicate that this would be a clear, enforceable change.

Possible new wording of regulation: Archery hunters in GMU 26B must be at least 100 yards from the
edge of the Dalton Highway when actively shooting at any game species during August and
September.

4. Did you develop your proposal in coordination with others, or with your local fish and game
advisory committee? Please explain. I talked with ADF&G biologists, DOT employees with
oversight for the Dalton Highway, trucking companies using the Dalton Highway, and state troopers. |
presented this proposal to the Fairbanks AC on 18 March 2026 and I subsequently amended the
proposal based on the input I received at that meeting.

Submitted By:

Individual’s Name and Name of Organization if applicable
Address City, State ZIP Code
Home Phone Work Phone Email

Revised January 2025. Page 2



