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State of Alaska
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

Mining and Reclamation Guidelines
Material Site 785-053-2   

Taylor Highway MP 70 / Lost Chicken 

These guidelines are subject to the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
Material Sale Contract, ADL 419285, and stipulations contained therein.  For each new use 
or project, the user or contractor shall submit a Project Mining and Reclamation Plan to 
DNR Northern Regional Office (NRO) for approval, subject to DOT&PF review, prior to 
any mining activities.     

Legal Description

T26N, R18E, CRM, Section 4: 

That portion of the NW¼ NE¼ lying north of the Taylor Highway R/W.   

The site is approximately 30 acres.  

General Information 
This site is at Mile 70 Taylor Highway. Material consists of weathered granite bedrock.  
Both soft and hard zones are likely to be present; no exploration has been conducted.
The site has been used for road maintenance. 

Development Plan
In 2011, excess useable material from a nearby road construction project will be stockpiled 
at this site for future use. Once that material is exhausted, material may be mined from the 
developed working face. Maintain a 100-foot buffer along the Taylor highway right-of-
way.  Reestablish a buffer/screen along the roadside disturbed area by constructing a berm 
once there is sufficient area to do so, leaving enough room for a work pad and access. 
Consider using the right-of-way for berm placement to get a screen established in the near 
term. Maintain a 50-foot undisturbed buffer around the remainder of the site.  
 
To the extent possible, use stripped overburden and organic matter concurrently (directly) 
for reclamation. If there are no areas ready for reclamation, do not place strippings in 
buffers or areas planned for future mining, but place adjacent to undisturbed buffers.  

Mining Guidelines 

The Project Mining and Reclamation Plan will adhere to the following guidelines. 
 

1. The contractor or user shall locate the material site boundaries to verify work areas are 
within the site.  

2. Clearly mark buffer lines on the ground in work areas and leave buffers undisturbed. 

3.  Prior to any new site clearing: 
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a) Contact DNR Division of Forestry to get instructions for treatment of any 
merchantable timber, firewood, brush or slash produced. 

b) Do not disturb or destroy birds/eagles or nests when clearing. Migratory bird nesting 
typically occurs from May 1 to July 15; avoid clearing during this window. Consult 
DOT&PF Environmental staff for guidance.

4. Use organic material and overburden directly for reclamation on previously mined 
areas or place in separate piles adjacent to buffers.   

5. Do not place organics or overburden piles in future mining area. 

6. The rock can likely be mined using conventional methods of ripping and excavation. 
However, hard rock zones may require blasting and bench development. 

7. If blasting is planned, prior notice and coordination are required with appropriate 
agencies. Persons conducting blasting shall be licensed by the State of Alaska for such 
purposes and shall observe all applicable laws and regulations.  

a. The contractor or user will describe blasting methods and equipment to be used in 
the Project Mining and Reclamation Plan.   

b. Contractors or users are responsible for proper storage of explosives as set forth in 
Title 29 CFR1910.109 and Title 27 CFR Part 555 as outlined in by the BATFE 
Regulation Book.   

c. Mining shall occur in benches, nominally 20-feet high. Contractors or users may 
have specific plans or equipment constraints that make flexibility in bench size, 
height and location necessary. However, maximum bench height is 40 feet.  

d. Individual benches will be no more than 40-feet apart vertically, and will be no 
narrower than 20-feet wide. Multiple benches can be in production at one time.

e. Individual bench faces may be vertical, but overall slope angles within the active 
pit will be no steeper than 1H: 4V, flatter slopes are acceptable. 

f. Maintain access to all benches during and at the end of production. 

g. At the end of each use, faces shall be scaled of loose or unstable rock. 

h. As necessary, working faces will be posted and/or warning barriers constructed to 
protect the public from rockfall or falling hazards. 

i.    No undetonated explosives of any type will be left in or on the site at the end of a 
project or use, including undetonated explosives in the ground. Contractor or user 
is responsible for removal or detonation of all explosives. 

8. Pit perimeter slopes (i.e. adjacent to buffers) shall not be steeper than 3H: 1V.   

9. Grade the pit floor flat to gently sloping to blend with earlier depth limits and to keep 
drainage within the pit area.   

10. After each use, remove all equipment and man-made debris from the site. No 
construction waste may be placed, stored, or abandoned in the site
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11. All mining and stockpiling activities shall be in accordance with applicable 
Construction General Permits (CGP) and Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans 
(SWPPP). 

Reclamation Objectives and Guidelines

The reclamation plan has several objectives:

1. To not preclude or hinder future development of un-mined areas. 
2. To reclaim mined out areas concurrently with new clearing. 
3. To blend with previous reclamation and surrounding topography. 
4. To prevent erosion and sediment transport to surrounding, undisturbed areas. 
5. To allow reestablishment of natural vegetation and wildlife habitat. 
6. To leave the site in a safe condition that does not endanger people or wildlife. 

Reclamation activities will include: 

1. In areas of soft rock that can be graded, leave slopes adjacent to buffers, or where 
future development is not anticipated at 3H: 1V or flatter. Spread available 
overburden and then organic material on reclaimed slopes.  Consult DNR, NRO to 
determine if seeding will be required and what type/source. 

2. In areas with steep quarry walls where no further mining will occur, rock faces will be 
left such that the overall slope angle are 1H:4V or flatter, benches are 20 feet wide or 
more and faces less than 40 feet high. Faces shall be scaled of loose or unstable rock 
to reduce rockfall hazards. Access to benches and top of worked faces will be blocked 
to protect the public. 

 
Project Mining and Reclamation Plan 
Prior to use of the site for any project, the contractor or user shall submit a Project Mining 
and Reclamation Plan, in accordance with A.S. 27.19 and 11 AAC 97 to DNR for approval 
by DNR, subject to DOT&PF review. The Plan describes the proposed plan of operation 
and shall be in compliance with guidelines listed here. Upon approval, the Plan will be 
followed by the contractor or user and if applicable, the DOT&PF Project Engineer.  The 
plan should include the following: 

Sketch Map 

The sketch map shall include: 
1. Site boundaries  
2. Proposed working limits, to be marked on the ground 
3. Organic debris and overburden stockpile areas
4. Work pad, material stockpile locations, processing equipment   
5. Scale of drawing, north arrow, and specific dimensions as appropriate 

Narrative 

The narrative shall include: 
1. Methods of operation 
2. Estimated quantities for removal 
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3. Estimated areal extents (acreage)
4. Length and times of operation (day, month, year, and working hours)
5. Blasting plan if applicable, detailing explosive and detonation types, onsite storage 

and duration of blasting 
6. Air and water pollution control measures
7. Reclamation measures

Supplements and amendments 

Supplements and amendments to an approved mining and reclamation plan may be initiated 
by the contractor, user or the project engineer, when conditions warrant such action. 
Supplements and amendments must be mutually agreed upon and proper approval obtained 
prior to commencement of work of a changed nature. 
 

1. Minor changes are those that affect details of the operation, but remain in compliance 
with the development guidelines.  These changes may be authorized by the project 
engineer. 

2. Major changes are those which cause the final outcome of the site to be significantly 
different from the approved mining and reclamation plan or are not in compliance 
with the development guidelines. These require approval by DNR NRO and the 
project engineer. 




