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Attachment 1 

Chenega Regional Development Group, LLC 

Elrington Passage, Western Prince William Sound, Alaska 

 

Project Description 

The proposed aquatic farmsite is composed of two parcels located on state-owned submerged 
lands, totaling about 53.4 acres. The proposed farmsite is located about 2 miles from Chenega 
on the southern end of Evans Island.  This site is semi-exposed. Chenega Corporation maintains 
upland ownership in the area. The shoreline is exposed bedrock, gravel beach, and muskeg. The 
seafloor is rocky. The area sees limited commercial fishing activity. 

Parcel 1 of the proposed growing area measures 1,082’ x 1,741’ (43.2 acres) and will be used for 
suspended culture of Pacific oysters, Magallana gigas. The parcel will hold a total of 10, 800’ 
double longlines. Each double longline will be composed of 2, 800’ of 1" parallel polylines with 
double back hard plastic buoys measuring 4.1’ long by 2.2’ wide spaced every 10’. Each double 
longline will accommodate 150 ten-tier Aqua-Pacific cages made of 1” plastic coated wire, 
measure 50” high by 24” wide and 24” deep spaced every 8’. The longlines will be connected at 
each end to 200’ of 1 1/8’’ scope connected to 50’ of 1’’ chain connected to a 1,500 pound 
Danforth anchor. 20 anchors for the 10 double long lines, and 2 more anchors for the work rafts 
noted below, 22 anchors total for Parcel 1. The entire parcel will accommodate up to 1,500 ten-
tier cages. The cages will hang about 4’ below the water’s surface in about 60’ of water.  

Parcel 2 of the proposed growing area measures 524’ x 847’ (10.2 acres) and will be used for 
suspended culture of Pacific oysters, Magallana gigas. The parcel will hold a total of 6, 500’ 
double longlines. Each double longline will be composed of 2, 500’ of 1" parallel polylines with 
double back hard plastic buoys measuring 4.1’ long by 2.2’ wide spaced every 10’. Each double 
longline will accommodate 150 ten-tier Aqua-Pacific cages made of 1" plastic coated wire, 
measure 50" high by 24" wide and 24" deep spaced every 8’. The longlines will be connected at 
each end to a 200’ of 1 1/8" scope connected to 25’ of 1" chain connected to a 1,500 pound 
Danforth anchor. 12 anchors for the 6 double long lines, 12 anchors total for Parcel 2. The entire 
parcel will accommodate up to 900 ten-tier cages. The cages will hang about 4’ below the 
water’s surface in about 60’ of water. 

The proposed 2 parcels would be developed in stages. We will plant two double longlines with 
20-25mm oysters, harvesting them in the third to fourth year of growth. Every year we will 
increase our farm size by two additional double longlines until full size is achieved in year 8 with 
16 double longlines over the 2 parcels. 

Operational activities at the proposed farmsite would occur year-round with an increase in 
activity during the summer months (May-October). During the growing months oysters will be 
graded, tumbled, washed, culled, and restocked. Gear will be kept free of fouling through 
washing and drying. Planting of oysters (20-25mm) from an approved seed source will occur 
each year between May and July. These oysters will be kept in cages with 1/8" mesh for the first 



year. During the second year, oysters will be restocked into cages with ¼” mesh, at the end of 
the season they will be transferred to ½” mesh until the following year when they can be 
transferred directly in the 1” cages.  Oyster harvest is within three to four years after initial 
planting, occurring 1-3 times per week, year-round. Harvesting will occur year-round, although 
processing at the farmsite would be limited to washing, the majority of product will be brought 
elsewhere for final bagging and packaging. Total production capacity of parcel one and two 
would be 3 million oysters per year.  

Work rafts will be located in the most protected northern section of parcel 1. The proposed 
farm includes up to 4, 40' x 40' work rafts oriented inline, constructed of untreated wood with 
polystyrene foam filled hard plastic floats. These rafts will be used as support facilities for 
storing equipment, drying gear, and as work platforms, and may include work boats traveling to 
the site. The four inline rafts will be attached together by 25' of 1'' chain. At the farthest ends of 
the inline rafts will be a center-mounted connection to 200' of 1 1/8'' line to 50' of 1'' chain, 
finally connecting to a 1,500 lb Danforth anchor on each end (2 anchors in total for the 4 inline 
work rafts). Gear would remain in place year-round. 

Upland facilities and support structures are on private Chenega Corporation owned lands. 
Access to the site is by skiff. Equipment and gear storage will be located on our private uplands 
or work rafts.  
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