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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING A DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

A development plan is a written statement (narrative) and a sketch or blueline drawing describing the proposed 

use and development of state land. The information contained in a development plan is needed to provide a 

complete review of the application and the proposed use and development, and helps to determine the terms 

and conditions of the authorization and the level of bonding and insurance that may be required. 

Most applications submitted to the Division of Mining, Land and Water must have an attached development 

plan. The few exceptions to this rule include applications for state land sales and some types of land use permit. 

The amount and type of information included in the development plan will depend on the proposed use and 

level of development. Insufficient information in the development plan and/or application or failure to provide a 

development plan may result in a delay in processing the application. If you are unsure whether your application 

will require a development plan, contact the regional office responsible for managing the area you are planning 

to use (regional office addresses and phone numbers are shown at the top of this sheet). 

If the application is approved, the approved development plan becomes a part of the authorization document. 

Authorized activities are limited to those described in the development plan and/or authorization document. 

The development plan must be updated if changes to an approved project are proposed before or during the 

project's siting, construction, or operation; if any additional structures, buildings, or improvements are 

proposed; or if there is a change in activity that was not addressed during consideration of the application. 

Please note that these development plans or plan changes must be approved by the Division of Mining, Land 

and Water before any change occurs in use, construction, or activity. Conducting activities that are not 

authorized by the development plan and authorization document could result in revocation and termination of 

the authorization and/or other appropriate legal action. 

I. General Guidelines for Preparing a Development Plan For new authorizations, the development plan

must show the proposed improvements and/or use areas, as well as preconstruction plans. For existing

authorizations without a current development plan or if the development plan is being updated, the

plan must show existing improvements and/or use areas, etc., and any known future changes. The

development plan must include:
• Maps: a USGS map at a scale of at least 1:63,360 showing the location of the proposed project; a

blueline drawing or sketch, drawn to scale (the attached diagram may be used); and
• Written Project description: a detailed written description (narrative) of the intended use and level

of development planned under the authorization and an explanation of the sketch or blueline

drawing.
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