
TAIGA MINING COMPANY, INC. 
P.O. BOX 113108 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA,  99511-3108 
PH 907-349-4644  FAX 907-349-4645 

 
May 15, 2025 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Alaska Regulatory Branch 
P.O. Box 6898 
JBER, Alaska 99506-0898 
 
RE: Application for Permit, West Fork Comeback Creek 
 
Dear Mr. Marye, 
 
Taiga Mining would like to submit the enclosed application for permit.  The proposed work is 
located in the lower reaches of the West Fork of Comeback Creek, which is a tributary of Aloha 
Creek.  The project is located not far from our other active project in Aloha Creek (approximately 
¾ mile). 
 
Exploration efforts in the main fork of Comeback Creek are generally barren of placer gold 
resources. The West Fork of Comeback creek, however, flows parallel and adjacent to Aloha 
Creek, has yielded positive exploration results for placer gold deposits. 
 
A proposed mine plan is detailed in the attached documents.  Supporting documentation similar 
to what has been requested in our recent other applications has also been included in the 
documents. 
 
Ideally the timing for this application would allow us to mine this site in the summer season of 
2026, with construction of the initial access, and site preparation drainage ditches being installed 
in the fall of 2025. 
 
If any additional information is needed, please contact myself, or Raymond Kukowski, at the Taiga 
Mining Office, (907) 349-4644. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Drew Miller, PE 
Taiga Mining Company, Inc. 



Drew Miller

TIAGA MINING COMPANY, INC.

dmiller@taigamining.com

PO BOX 113108

ANCHORAGE AK 99504 USA

(907) 349-4644

WEST FORK COMEBACK CREEK

COMEBACK CREEK, TRIB OF ALOHA CREEK

66.254764 155.705673

20 10N 16E, KATEEL RIVER



From Fairbanks Alaska, 245 Miles WNW to private air strip (2AK6) 
located at: 66° 10.664'N, 155° 41.303'W.

Clearing of land to facilitate mining operations.  Mining operations 
include removal of overburden, transporting and processing of gold 
bearing materials, and reclamation of the disturbed area.

The econimic recovery of placer gold resources in the lower reaches 
of the West Fork of Comeback creek.

FILL MATERIAL WILL BE DISCHARGED INTO WELAND AREAS OF THE ALOHA 
CREEK DRAINAGE TO CREATE A SAFE WORKING AREA AND ACCESS ROAD FOR 
RECOVERY OF PLACER GOLD RESOURCES

Up to 18.5 acres of wetland will be disturbed during the mining 
process.

Thorough exploration of the proposed area by means of low impact drilling and sampling, 
delineate the limits of the gold resource.  Areas that do not contain viable gold resources 
are avoided, only economically viable resources are targeted for mining.  When possible, 
storage of overburden and other materials is done on adjacent uplands, minimizing the 
impacts to aquatic resources.  Compensatory mitigation is not proposed for this project, 
however, reclamation efforts will have the goal of a 1:1 ratio for newly reclaimed aquatic 
resources when compared to the aquatic resource area disturbed.  



X
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Proposed Placer Mining Activities 

Comeback Creeks, Hogatza Alaska 

POA-____-__ 
Project Need 

Taiga Mining Company, through an extensive exploration drilling program, has located an economically 

viable placer gold resource in the Comeback Creek drainage.  The identified deposits are located in the 

lower reaches of the West Fork of Comeback Creek, a tributary of Aloha Creek. 

 

Project Scope 

The project scope includes the construction of an access road along existing trails used during exploration.  

A temporary bridge will be installed at the point where the access road crosses Aloha Creek.  A bypass 

channel will direct the simi-ephemeral flow of the West Fork of Comeback Creek around the work area as 

is consistent with Best Management Practices for storm water management and the Clean Water Act.  

After Mining operations are complete, reclamation efforts will contour the area and spread stockpiled 

organic material to facilitate revegetation, as is consistent with Taiga Mining’s operational history, and 

placer mining best management practices.  Reclamation efforts will also have the goal of creating new 

wetland habitat with a ratio of 1:1 for the wetland area that was disturbed. 

 

Site Preparation and Clearing 

Low impact exploration by means of sonic drilling methods has provided information to develop a mine 

plan that minimizes and avoids unnecessary impacts to wetland areas and aquatic resources. Areas that 

do not contain economic gold deposits are avoided.  Unavoidable disturbances are minimized by limiting 

the boundaries of the area to be worked to only those that are economical.  Site preparation and clearing 

operations will further minimize unnecessary impacts to wetland areas by using available upland areas 

for stockpiles and material storage whenever possible. 

 

Mining Activities 

During the active mining portion of the work, placer mining best management practices, will be used to 

manage sediment transport and stormwater runoff in and around the site.  Examples of BMPs to be 

implemented on this project include the use of a berm of organic materials to retard sediments and 

stormwater from entering the working area from upslope.  Similarly, a stormwater bypass ditch will 

provide safe passage of stormwater around the working area while the site is active. 

 

Reclamation 

After completion of the mining activities, reclamation efforts will contour the disturbed area in a way that 

will place the access road in a reclaimed upland zone and provide additional space for the reestablishment 

of wetland habitat.  The reclamation goal will be to provide a ratio greater than one for the re-
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establishment of wetland habitat.    The mining process should result in a negative net volume of material 

in the area which will facilitate an overall lowering of ground surface within the work area.  This net loss 

of volume will promote the creation of water features and littoral habitat zones.  The flow path for water 

through the reclaimed will be of a meandering nature linking the reclaimed pits which will be contoured 

to provide both shallow littoral and deeper water zones.    Organic materials and soils separated in the 

site preparation phase of the work will be spread over the contoured areas to promote regrowth of the 

native plants in the area. 

 

Post Reclamation Monitoring 

Monitoring of the reclaimed areas after completion will be necessary to ensure that constructed flow 

paths and slope stability are maintained as they were intended until vegetation has time to establish.  It 

is Taiga Mining’s standard procedure to closely monitor all new reclamation during spring breakup and 

after large storm events to ensure stability.  Earthmoving equipment is often staged near areas that are 

newly reclaimed and have the highest potential for needing “touch up” or repair work during the initial 

growing seasons. 

 

Adaptive Management 

Taiga Mining Company takes an adaptive management approach with many reclamation projects.  A 

general plan and general goals are made often in the field.  If specific elements in the reclamation work 

are not performing as planned or anticipated, a change can be made to alter the location or shape of a 

feature to better suit the field conditions as they are encountered.   This same approach is also used when 

monitoring and managing a reclaimed area after reclamation work is completed.  If an element or feature 

is not performing as intended after spring runoff and break up or after a storm event, repairs or 

modifications to the feature or element will be made to enhance the stability of the element or feature in 

the future. 
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West Fork of Comeback Creek 

Alternatives Statement 

 

Alternatives that do not affect aquatic sites: 

The placer resources is where it is, this cannot be changed.  The implementation of low impact 

exploration by sonic drilling methods has delineated the boundaries of the economical placer deposit.  

This drilling information allows for the development of a mine plan that minimizes disturbance to 

aquatic resources by avoiding of areas that are non-economical.  This minimizes the disturbance of 

aquatic sites to only those that are economic to recover. 

 

Practical alternatives located in non-special aquatic sites. 

Again the location of the placer deposits is fixed,  the boundaries of which have been defined.  The 

location of the deposit cannot be changed, however ancillary operations related to the mining process 

can be focused in upland areas minimize the total disturbance of aquatic sites.  Stockpiles of organic 

materials and overburden are proposed to be located lateral to the site in adjacent uplands so as to not 

disturb additional aquatic sites below the proposed work site.  Access roads will be located in uplands 

where  possible and the use of a temporary bridge to cross Aloha Creek will reduce the impact to Aloha 

creek be vehicles and equipment accessing the site. 
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Location: Hogatza, Comeback 1st Pup 

Nearest Drill Hole: 9‐163‐185 

Lat‐Lon: N 66.26045, W 155.75945 
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Location: Hogatza, Comeback 1st Pup 

Nearest Drill Hole: 9‐163‐200 

Lat‐Lon: N 66.2006, W 155.75945 
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Location: Hogatza, Comeback 1st Pup 

Nearest Drill Hole: 9‐163‐220 

Lat‐Lon: N 66.25916, W 155.75804 

 

 

 



TAIGA MINING COMPANY, INC.   

 

Comeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docxComeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docx 
  Page | 2 of 6 

 

 

   



TAIGA MINING COMPANY, INC.   

 

Comeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docxComeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docx 
  Page | 3 of 6 

 

   



TAIGA MINING COMPANY, INC.   

 

Comeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docxComeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docx 
  Page | 4 of 6 

 

 

   



TAIGA MINING COMPANY, INC.   

 

Comeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docxComeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docx 
  Page | 5 of 6 

 



TAIGA MINING COMPANY, INC.   

 

Comeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docxComeback 1st Pup 9‐163‐220.docx 
  Page | 6 of 6 

 

 



TAIGA MINING COMPANY, INC. 
P.O. BOX 113108 

ANCHORAGE, AK   99511-3108 
PH 907-349-4644         FAX 907-349-4645 

 

Comeback 1st Pup 9‐235‐207.docx    Page | 1 of 7 

Location: Hogatza, Comeback 1st Pup 

Nearest Drill Hole: 9‐235‐207 

Lat‐Lon: N 66.25588, W 155.70837 
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Location: Hogatza, Comeback 1st Pup 

Nearest Drill Hole: 9‐240‐207 

Lat‐Lon: N 66.25514, W 155.70654 
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Location: Hogatza, Comeback 1st Pup 

Nearest Drill Hole: 9‐245‐235 

Lat‐Lon: N 66.25391, W 155.70470 
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