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Mission
SESA provides consultation and training to support the 

unique educational needs of individuals and the Alaskan 
communities that serve them.



SESA is an educational service agency comprised 
of a low incidence disability service inclusive of a 

statewide lending library. Low incidence 
disabilities include autism, deaf and hard of 

hearing (DHOH), vision impairment, emotional 
disabilities and multiple disabilities.

In addition, SESA operates three grants:
Alaska Autism Resource Center (AARC)

 Alaska Deaf-Blind Project
Alaska Center for Accessible Materials (AKCAM)

About Us

https://sesa.org/autism-impairment-services
https://sesa.org/services/deaf-and-hard-of-hearing-dhoh/
https://sesa.org/services/deaf-and-hard-of-hearing-dhoh/
https://sesa.org/vision-impairment
https://sesa.org/services/emotional-disabilities/
https://sesa.org/services/emotional-disabilities/
https://sesa.org/multiple-disabilities


Meet the SESA Board 

Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus, Board President
Heather Wheeler, Vice President
Anna Attla, Treasurer
Shelly Vendetti Vucovitch, Secretary
Richard Saville, Ex Officio
Donald Enoch
Dr. Madeline Aguillard
Michaela Kolerok
Elizabeth Joseph
Vacant Seat



Fostering Community 
We couldn‘t do it alone. 
Thanks to partnerships, sponsorships, and grants, SESA is better able to serve Alaskans. 



Funding for SESA
Revenues by Source FY 2025 Budget

Federal Pass-Through State
$480,000 

11.79%

Direct Federal 
$136,305

3.35% Interest & Other 
$15,200
0.37%

State of Alaska 
$3,438,070

84.48%



Since August 2024
SESA has provided technical assistance to 

over 21,586 Alaskans.

SESA programs have offered over 
124 site-based, district, and state-

wide trainings for Alaskans on 
evidence based or best practices 

related to the educational 
program of students with low 

incidence disabilities. Over 49% 
of these trainings were 

conducted via distance delivery 
(e.g., Zoom).

SESA Low Incidence Disability 
Programs have offered and provided

support to 524 students and their school teams. 

SESA LID specialists have made 474 onsite  
consultations or trainings for Alaskans. 

SESA has produced 506 customized student 
or patron focused reports offering 
recommendations and guidance.

Alaska Center of Accessible Materials has 
created and connected 32 accessible 
educational materials projects for school 
teams and their students with print 
disabilities.

Alaska Autism Resource Center has conducted 
46 trainings and 48 community outreach 

activities.

The Anne Freitag Library has 1,409 patrons 
and continues to do outreach across the 
state during conferences, Facebook, and 

SESA Newsletter to share what is available 
at the statewide lending library.



Since August 2024 (cont. 1)

Over my 20+ year career in Alaska, I 
have never had a poor experience with 
anyone from SESA. Jennifer is a wealth 

of knowledge and her delivery of 
information is very user friendly.  FY25 

Site Visit Survey

(Autumn) I was given a very engaging 
presentation that helped me see autism 

and neurodivergence in a spectrum, 
and a different light than I had before. 
Very useful and helpful. Thank you for 
the handouts, brain breaks, and treats! 
FY25 AARC Training Feedback Survey

Loves Abby’s presentation and the activities 
presented at ASSEC. I am going to take this back 

to my district to figure out ways to make our 
school board meetings and in-services more 

accessible. Thanks Abby!
FY25 Site Visit Survey

Lyon is an asset! I appreciate all of his input and 
feedback. Thank you, Lyon!

FY25 Site Visit Survey

We enjoyed M'Lissa's onsite visit. She was 
professional and friendly. She respected the 

student's desire to not be singled out and offered 
great resources and feedback.

 FY25 Site Visit Delivery

(Angel) AB balances a delicate personal 
touch with a knowledgeable professional 
approach, ensuring my son’s access to his 

education. We feel like she is my son’s 
strongest advocate and lately is helping 

us focus on what we are doing now to 
prepare him for college and beyond. 

 FY25 Site Visit Survey

Meriah answered my questions and 
offered tips on how to help my student 
for the remainder of the school year. I 

hope she is able to come out to observe 
again and work more with the students 

and the PCA. 
FY25 Site Visit Survey



Since August 2024 (cont. 2)
Robert was a large help to the student's 
program that I am working on. He had 

good input and carried over with the prep 
work that he sent after we met to review 

the needs. Very beneficial!
FY25 Site Visit Survey

Erin is so kind, knowledgeable, and fun! 
She gave us so many great strategies to 

use and I learned so much from her. I can’t 
wait to see her again. Quyana Erin!!!

Site Visit Survey

LOVE love love Kelly!!! Super helpful and a 
happy person!!

 FY25 Site Visit Delivery

Amy is absolutely OUTSTANDING! From the 
moment she walks in, she brings such a 

warm, supportive presence. She is an 
incredible listener, truly taking the time to 

understand the situation, and then 
seamlessly tailoring strategies and resources 

to fit perfectly. Her kindness and friendly 
demeanor make such a difference, and I can’t 

express enough how much I appreciate her. 
She made me feel so supported, and her help 
has been invaluable. She is a true lifesaver in 
so many ways, and I am beyond grateful for 

all that she does!  
FY25 Site Visit Survey

Always excited for John's visits. They are very 
informative and supportive.

 FY25 Site Visit Survey

Samantha and the SESA are amazing and 
valuable. Our students truly benefit from 

this program, and we always have 
authentic, practical, and excellent ideas, 

materials, support, and kindness from the 
SESA program and Samantha.

FY25 Site Visit Survey

Brian Babcock was very professional yet 
down to earth with all his advice and 

comments. He was able to visit with the 
intensive paraprofessional one-on-one and 
they communicated together very well. He 

suggested ideas for learning and how to 
communicate with her student. He also 

suggested we should try to get the LAMP 
program for this child for communication. 

Brian is a wonderful individual to work 
with.

FY25 Site Visit Survey



Feedback for SESA

Satisfaction survey results demonstrated that 95.63% of respondents reported gaining knowledge about a disability and 
how to implement a strategy as a result of the technical assistance received this school year.  

Out of 353 completed LID Site Visit Surveys, 83.09% requested on-site services as their preferred mode of technical 
assistance.



Feedback for SESA (cont.)

Satisfaction survey results demonstrated that 94.63% of respondents reported gaining knowledge about 
a disability during a training received from a SESA specialist this school year.



LID Participants Across Districts FY25*

Total Number of 
Participants Served: 4520

Total Number of 
Districts Served: 48

*Data from activities dated 7/1/2024 to 5/1/2025



In-Person Services by Location FY25*
Trainings & Resource Consultations

Total Number of 
Participants 
Served: 1,139

*Data from activities dated 7/1/2024 to 5/1/2025



Participants Served by Location
Trainings

Total Number of 
Participants Served: 

274*

*Includes 175 out-of-state training participants

286*



FY25 YTD
Total Number of 

Participants served: 
650



Celebrating SESA’S Students   
SESA has the honor and privilege of working with students across the state. 

.
Teacher Appreciation Day is a tasty opportunity for this student to learn about 
kitchen tool safety. He is hard at work on Chicken Noodle Soup. The best part? 
Sampling the soup when it was all done.  

Putting computer skills to the test. This student is creating visuals for a sorting task 
while also working on typing and sight word recognition using the Lesson Pix 
website.   

Image description: A teenage boy  in a blue and green jacket with a soccer ball on it 
peels carrots. A red bowl with cut up chicken sits in the foreground

Image description: A Teen boy in a red shirt with dark hair works on an 
open black laptop. An iPad in a blue case sits on the table.



The Alaska Deafblind Project
Decisions, decisions, decisions.
During lunch, an Alaska Deafblind Project student decides what she wants to drink and works with a specialist on her 
functional vision using Goldfish and an ice cube tray. 
Exercises like this help her develop communication, fine motor, and visual scanning skills. 

Image description: A girl with long black hair in 
a ponytail selects juice while pushing a cart in 
front of her

Image description: A girl in a blue tee-shirt sits crossed legged on the floor with a 
woman with short red hair and glasses. The girl has a white ice tray in front of her 



The Alaska Center for Accessible Materials
The AKCAM Grant Coordinator educates a group at the Alaska 
School Counselors conference about Accessible Education Materials 
(AEM). During FY25, AKCAM found a direct link between outreach to 
the community and requests for consultations. 

Enlargement projects help provide students with AEM. Depending 
on the size of the project, it can be extremely time consuming. 
AKCAM is working with districts across the state to increase local 
capacity so they can create or locate materials themselves to help 
deliver them to students faster. 

Image description: A woman in a red shirt sits at a table as a slide 
about AEM is projected onto a screen behind her. A woman with 
long dark hair sits in a chair in front of her. 

Image description: An original page from a math textbook sits next 
to the same page from an enlarged math textbook. 



The Alaska Autism Resource Center
Let’s Walk it Out!
The second annual Autism Acceptance and Awareness Walk drew a crowd of 155 people in 2025.  
Planning is already underway to make it even better next year!

Image description: Prize wheel from the 
AARC Walk. Triangles represent 
donations. Every child who attended 
went home with a prize.  

Image description: A crowd sits on bleachers in front of 
three tables. A woman in a red shirt and an orange shirt 
stand in front of them. 

Image description: Filled in coloring sheet secured with green 
tape to a brown wall. 



The 
Anne Freitag 

Library
Books

Sensory
Materials

Toys &
Games

Accessible Reading Materials



The Anne Freitag 
Library (cont. 1)

Most
Checked Out

Items

Edmark Reading Program 
Level 1

Mini-Lite Box

Light Table Manipulatives



The Anne Freitag 
Library (cont. 2)

Most
Downloaded 

Booklists

Activities for Children 
with Autism

Characters Who Are 
Deaf or Hard of Hearing

Children with Big 
Feelings

Games for Children with 
Autism

Trauma in the 
Classroom

Online Booklist Collection 



Partners of The Anne Freitag Library

Rasmuson Foundation
$15,000 in 2023-2024

Carr Foundation
$5,000 in 2024-2025

Walmart Spark Good
$2,500 in 2024-2025

American Printing House for the Blind
$59,754.05 in 2025 *quota funds



How to Make a Referral
SESA ONLINE REFERRAL:
With the online referral, you can save your progress 
and resume later. On the referral website, you will 
need to click the "Save Work to Resume Later" button 
above the menu to get an access code to resume a 
referral later.

SESA PAPER REFERRAL:
Printable forms are available on our website. You may 
complete and send them via:
Email: referrals@sesa.org | Fax: (206)330-0306
Mail To:
Special Education Service Agency
2600 Denali Street, Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

The requesting Alaskan school district completes 
the SESA forms, obtains parental signature(s), 

provides the required documents, and sends the 
referral to SESA.

SESA Mutual Exchange of Information (MEI)

District Referral Agreement

Medical or school reports documenting the child’s 
diagnosis

Current, signed Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP)

Current, signed Evaluation Summary and 
Eligibility Report (ESER)

Contact information



SESA Hosted Webinar Speakers

Lara Rondberg
Benetech

Ann Meyer
Attainment 
Company

Robbin Keating Clark
Utah School for
the Deaf and Blind

Dr. Yue-Ting Siu
Northwest Center for
Assistive Technology 
Training

Dr. Susan 
Bashinski
Missouri Western
State University

Michele Hart
Amplify Education, 
Inc.

Leslie Romeo
Northwest Center for
Assistive Technology 
Training

Dr. Amy Parker
Portland State University

Ilse Willems
Perkins 
School
for the Blind



Connect With Us
2600 Denali Street

Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

(907) 334-1300

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday

8:00am – 4:30pm

sesa@sesa.org

Special Education 
Service Agency - 

Alaska

Sign up for our quarterly newsletter to stay 
up to date on all of our SESA adventures, 
including new library materials, special 
events, newsletters, and much more!
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