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One Reason for This Project is this JCIH Supplemental Recommendation

“All Children Who Are D/HH Should Have Their Progress Monitored Every 6
Months From Birth to 36 Months of Age, Through a Protocol That Includes
the Use of Standardized, Norm-Referenced Developmental Evaluations, for
Language (Spoken and/or Signed), the Modality of Communication (Auditory,
Visual, and/or Augmentative), Social-Emotional, Cognitive, and Fine and
Gross Motor Skills”

(JCIH Supplement 2013)




Supplemental Funding Received

Build state capacity to track and assess language acquisition
and other developmental milestones

Offer assessments to Alaskan Families to assist in
educational planning




Increase Statewide Capacity

Interested Early Intervention
developmental professionals and SLP
service providers can receive training to
administer the chosen linguistic and
developmental assessments used.

Standardized, norm-referenced

assessments used:
*DAYC-2
*MacArthur Communicative
Development Inventories




Pilot project

Offer assessments to families of deaf or hard-of-
hearing young children up to 3 years of age
statewide on language acquisition by March 31,
2024.

Families who choose to participate in the test pilot
will receive an assessment of their child’s language
and other developmental milestones.

The completed assessments will be scored by
ALLISON SEDEY, PH.D., CCC-SLP, CCC-A.

Participating families will have access to the
services of a developmental professional to
understand and utilize the assessment findings.



Partners will collaborate on how
to:

Utilize the newly created

‘5 Reasons to Say YES to
Assessments”

and

To create local outreach materials
about the pilot assessment
project

Reasons to Say YES to Assessments in
Early Intervention for your Child who is

Deaf/Hard of Hearing

1. Don't Guess: Assess!

Assessments help you and your IFSP* team create a unique
plan and set goals that are important to you and your family.
Assessments build a "map” for the plan so you know where
to focus as you help your child grow and develop in these
early years — the fastest years of development!
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3. Take Your Place on the Team

Family involvement is the key to future success. Actively
learning about your child through assessments helps
you stay on top of their growing abilities to communicate,
understand, and express their feelings and thoughts.
Professionals and families working and problem-solving
together are unstoppable.

5. Smooth the Transition to Preschool

You will have a current, full picture of your child's strengths
and needs to share with the new team as your child
fransitions to school. How does your child communicate:
best? Where will your child benefit from additional support?
‘What are their strengths? Youw'll have insights to share at the
eligibility meeting which leads to strong suggestions for
goals and services. You'll be more confident working with
the school team with the knowledge you have gained.

2. Set the Bar High

Assessments help you discover and build on your child's
strengths and gifts. Discussing strengths and needs will
help you see how your child is developing compared to
children of the same age. You will I(ZDW if and in what areas

your child needs extra support for play skills, concepts

and language. L

4. Confirm Your Intuition

Your gut instincts as a parent should be taken seriously.
They are part of the mix of what you know to be true about
your child. Assessments can quantify your feelings about
where your child needs to grow. Completing assessments
every six months and monitoring regularly can catch

any developing issues. This allows you and your team to
change the plan together if needed to better meet your
child's needs.
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Assessments will be offered to
families of deaf or hard-of-
hearing young children up to 3
years of age statewide
regardless of Early Intervention
enrollment.

When possible local Early
Intervention or SLP agencies will
administer the assessments




Early Hearing Detection and Intervention

Annette Callies

annette.callies@alaska.gov

(907) 334-2273

Section of Women'’s, Children’s, and Family Health
3601 C Street, Suite 322

Anchorage, AK 99503
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