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summary of the proposed law," and a ballot title. The ballot title must "indicate the 
general subject of the proposition" in 25 words or less, and the word count of the 

summary must be less than 50 times the number of sections in the proposed bill. 19 The 
proposition must adhere to the readability policy described in AS 15.80.005 and ask 
whether the proposed bill should become law. 20

The bill proposed by 22AKHE has 59 sections, which would require a summary of 
fewer than 2,950 words. Below is a ballot title with 10 words and a summary with 
126 words. Using the readability formula described in AS 15.80.005(c), the summary has 

a score of 57.07. This is slightly below the target score of 60, but the Alaska Supreme 

Court has upheld ballot summaries with lower scores.21 We submit this ballot title and 
summary for your consideration: 

An Act Restoring Political Party Primaries and Single-Choice General Elections 

This act would get rid of open primary elections and ranked-choice general 
elections. It would bring back political party primaries and single-choice 

general elections. 

Elections will occur exactly as they did before Ballot Measure 2 became the 
law in 2021. In the primary election, voters will choose a party's ballot. 
They will vote for one candidate and the winning candidate will be the 
party's nominee. In the general election, voters will select one candidate. 
The candidate with the most votes will win. 

This act would also bring back party petitions, special runoff elections, and 
other processes in place before Ballot Measure 2. It would put all election 
laws, except campaign finance laws, back the way they were before Ballot 
Measure 2. 

Should this initiative become law? 

19 AS 15.45.180(a). "Section" here means "a provision of the proposed law that is 

distinct from other provisions in purpose or subject matter." Id. 

20 

21 

AS 15 .4 5. l 80(b). 

See Pebble, 215 P .3d at 1082-84. 






