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Mission
SESA p rovid e s consult a t ion a nd  t ra ining  t o  sup p ort  t he  uniq ue  
e d uca t iona l ne e d s o f  ind ivid ua ls  a nd  t he  Ala ska n com m unit ie s 

t ha t  se rve  t he m .



About Us

SESA is an educational service agency comprised of 
a low incidence disability service inclusive of a 

statewide lending library. Low incidence disabilities 
include autism , deaf and hard of hearing (DHOH) , 

vision impairment , emotional disabilities  and multiple 
disabilities .

In addition, SESA operates three grants:
Ala ska  Aut ism  Re source  Ce nt e r  (AARC)

 Ala ska  De a f-Blind  Pro je ct
Ala ska  Ce nt e r  fo r  Acce ssib le  Ma t e r ia ls  (AKCAM)

https://sesa.org/autism-impairment-services
https://sesa.org/services/deaf-and-hard-of-hearing-dhoh/
https://sesa.org/vision-impairment
https://sesa.org/services/emotional-disabilities/
https://sesa.org/multiple-disabilities
https://sesa.org/multiple-disabilities


Me e t  the  SESA Boa rd  

Jeanne Gerhardt -Cyrus, Boa rd  Pre side nt

Anna  Attla , Tre a sure r

Ca itlin Poindexter

Shelly Vendetti Vucovitch, Se cre ta ry

Eliza be th J oseph

Richa rd Sa ville , Ex Officio

Dona ld Enoch

Dr. Ma deline  Aguilla rd

Micha e la  Kolerok

Hea ther Wheeler, Vice  Pre side nt



Funding  for SESA
Re ve nue s by Source  FY 2024 Budge t

Fe de ra l Pa ss Through Sta te
$47,000 

11.6%

Dire ct  Fe de ra l 
$154.584

3.81% Inte re st  & Othe r 
$15,200
0.38%

Sta te  of Ala ska  
$3,413,112

84.21%



State  of Alaska  Funding:
Fund 100 Low Incidence Disabilities

Tot a l St a t e wide  Enro llm e nt  (ADM) in FY2024  (5-pa g e r) x $23.13 pe r  st ude nt  = 
SESA’s Tot a l Fund ing  fo r  FY2025 LID Prog ra m



ADM and Student LID Caseload



ADM over time and the LID Student Caseload over 10 years (2011 to 2024)



Funding for SESA: State of Alaska
Te rm ina t ion Ve rsus Exte nsion

Se na te  Bill 19- Ala ska  
Le g isla ture  re com m e nde d
le g isla ture  e xte nd  SESA’s 
t e rm ina t ion da te  to  J une  

30,2029 

SESA unde rgoe s a n a udit
by Ala ska  Le g isla ture  
Division of Le g isla t ive  

Audit . Tit le  24 a nd  Tit le  
44 of Ala ska  Sta tute s 

Doe s SESA se rve  the  
public’s inte re st  by 

a ssist ing  school 
d ist rict s in p rovid ing  
stude nt s a ffe cte d  by 

low incide nce  
d isa b ilit ie s? 

Ala ska  Le g isla ture  
de te rm ine s whe the r

SESA should  
t e rm ina te  a ft e r 8 
ye a rs or e xte nd  
a nothe r 8 ye a rs. 

AS 44.66.010(a )(6)

Every 8 
Years



Since August 2023
SESA has provided technical assistance to 
over 18,894  Ala ska ns.

SESA Low Incidence  Disa bility 
Prog ra m s a nd Ala ska  Dea fblind Project ha ve  
offe red a nd provided support to 531 st ude nt s 
a nd  t he ir  schoo l t e a m s. 

The  Anne  Fre ita g  Libra ry ha s 1,323 
pa t rons a nd continues to do 

outrea ch a cross the  sta te  during  
conferences, Fa cebook, a nd the  SESA 
Newsle tte r to sha re  wha t is a va ila ble  

a t the  sta tewide  lending  libra ry.

Ala ska  Autism  Resource  Cente r ha s conducted 
18 com m unit y out re a ch a ctivities.

Ala ska  Cente r of Accessible  Ma teria ls ha s crea ted  
or loca ted  26 a cce ssib le  e duca t iona l m a t e r ia ls 

p ro je ct s for school tea m s a nd the ir students with 
print d isa bilities. It ta kes a n a ve ra g e  o f 7 hours to 

inte rview or observe  the  student a nd loca te  
a ppropria te  AEM per student tea m .

SESA prog ra m s ha ve  offe red 
over 106 sit e -ba se d , d ist r ict , a nd  
st a t e -wide  t ra ining s for Ala ska ns 
on evidence-ba sed or best 
pra ctices re la ted  to the  
educa tiona l prog ra m  of students 
with low-incidence  disa bilities. 
Over 4 7% of these  tra inings were  
conducted via  d ist a nce  de live ry 
(e .g ., Zoom ).

SESA specia lists ha ve  provided 956 student 
consulta tions, 135 site  consulta tions, a nd 150  

resource  consulta tions to Ala ska ns. 

SESA ha s produced 580  cust om ize d  
st ude nt  o r  pa t ron-focuse d  re port s offe ring  
recom m enda tions a nd guida nce .



LID participants served across school districts for 2023-2024



Dist a nce  De live ry by Loca t ion FY24
Trainings & Resource Consultations

Tota l Num be r of 
Pa rt icipa nts Se rve d : 295

Anchora g e  89
J une a u 3

Pa lm e r 1

Ke t chika n 1

Va lde z 2

Ea g le  Rive r  1

Fa irba nks 171

Wa silla  20

Ut q ia g vik 2

Moose  Pa ss 1

Nort h Po le  4



In-Pe rson Tra ining s by Loca t ion FY24

Tota l Num be r of 
Pa rt icipa nts Se rve d : 559

Fa irba nks 30Nom e  4 0

Kod ia k 81

Wa silla  25 Pa lm e r 15

Anchora g e  226

Cordova  12

Kla wock 30 Ke t chika n 100



Re source  Consult a t ions by 
Loca t ion FY24

Tota l Num be r of 
Pa rt icipa nts Se rve d : 98

Ke t chika n 6Kla wock 4

Sit ka  1

J une a u 2

Pe t e rsburg  1

Pa lm e r 4  Wa silla  7
Ea g le  Rive r  1

Anchora g e  4 4

Hom e r 6

Fa irba nks 5 

Tok 2  

Coppe r  Ce nt e r  1

Dilling ha m  1

Ania k 1

Quinha g a k 2

Kod ia k 4

Va lde z 1
Ke na i 1

St . Micha e l 1

Ga le na  1
Nom e  1



Inform a t ion Disse m ina t ion, 
Ma t e r ia l De ve lopm e nt  & Ma t e r ia l 

Dist r ibut ion by Loca t ion FY24

Tota l Num be r of 
Pa rt icipa nts Se rve d : 664 6

Anchora g e  4 369

Pa lm e r  4 8
Ea g le  Rive r  1

Fa irba nks 4 4 8

Wa silla  104

Hom e r  4 53

Nort h Po le  4

Ut q ia g vik 5

Dilling ha m  1

Kod ia k 358

Va lde z 1

Ke na i 1

Ya kut a t  1

Cordova  7

Akia cha k 1
Akia k 1

Be t he l 2

Cha lkyit sik 1

Che va k 1

Circle  1

De lt a  J unct ion 1

Golovin 1

Goodne ws Ba y 1

Hoope r  Ba y 3

Ka sig luk 1
Nuna p it chuk 1

Kipnuk 1 Na pa skia k 1

Shishm a re f 1

Ta t it le k 1

Twin Hills  1

Toksook Ba y 1

Nom e  135

St . Micha e l 1

Moose  Pa ss 1
Soldo t na  1

Elim  1

Kia na  1

Point  Hope  1

Tunt ut ulia k 1

Ke t chika n 4 66Kla wock 192

Hoona h 2

J une a u 4

Una la ska  15



Pa rt icipa nt s Se rve d  by Dist r ict  FY24

Tota l Num be r of 
Pa rt icipa nts Se rve d : 161

Tota l Num be r of 
Stude nts Se rve d : 18

Fa irba nks 
56

Anchora g e  
65

Ma t-Su 22Ka shuna m iut  
3

Va ldez 
11

Bering  Stra it  
4



Total Number of Participants Served



Fe e d b a ck fo r  SESA
“I a m  so  g ra t e ful fo r  t he  he lp  o f t he  SESA 

spe cia list s  a nd  t he  lib ra ry m a t e r ia ls! ”
FY24 Distance Delivery Respondent 3/7/24

“I t hink it  wa s a  re a lly g re a t  p re se nt a t ion a nd  
g a ve  som e  g ood  insig ht  on how t o  support  

kiddos wit h a ut ism ..”
 FY24 AARC Tra ining  Survey Respondent 5/ 7/ 24

“Bria n is  a n incre d ib le  re source . Wha t  a  we a lt h 
o f knowle d g e  fo r  e ve ryone  invo lve d - st ude nt , 

fa m ily, t e a che rs, st a ff, 
a nd  re la t e d  se rvice s p rovid e rs!”

FY24 Site  Visit Survey Respondent 4/ 19/ 24

“Me ria h wa s ve ry info rm a t ive , we lcom ing  
a nd  p rofe ssiona l. She  ha d  se ve ra l g re a t  

ide a s a nd  re source s fo r  our  st ud e nt .”
FY24 Dista nce  Delivery Respondent 5/ 13/ 24

“I a m  so  g ra t e ful fo r  t he  he lp  o f t he  SESA 
spe cia list s  a nd  t he  lib ra ry m a t e r ia ls!” 

FY24 Dista nce  Delivery Respondent 3/ 7/ 24



Sa t isfa ct ion Surve ys
Pa rt icipa nts of SESA te chnica l a ssista nce  a re  invite d  
to  com ple te  a  sa t isfa ct ion surve y a fte r se rvice  is 
p rovide d .

Out of 980  dista nce , site , a nd tra ining  
sa tisfa ction surveys com ple ted a cross a ll 
prog ra m s, 93.36% responded tha t they ga ined 
knowledge  from  the  consulta tion or tra ining  
provided by SESA.

Pre fe rre d  Mode  o f Se rvice  De live ry:
167 out of 182 respondents to the  LID Site  
Survey sha red tha t they would pre fe r on-sit e  
se rvices.

Add it iona l Re sponse s Include :
55 requested video conferencing  
14  requested website  resources
11 requested te leconferences
7 requested rem ote  observa tions 
7 did  not provide  a  response   



SESA in Act ion
Sp ot lig ht  on St ud e nt s
These are just a few of the kids that SESA specialists have worked with this year. Through collaboration 
with the ir d istricts SESA is proud to  he lp  m ee t the ir unique  educa tiona l needs.  

Photo  Ca ption # 1:  Boy in b lue  ja cke t, wea ring  
a  ha t, sits sm iling . 

Photo  Ca ption # 2: Girl in p ink shirt 
holds a n AAC device  a nd sm ile s. This 
device  wa s purcha sed using  a  m ini 
g ra nt SESA wrote . 

Photo  Ca ption # 3: Wom a n in purple  shirt sits on the  
floor a nd wa tches a s g irl in pa tte rned top ha nds a  
b lue  cylinde r to  som eone  e lse . On the  floor in front of 
he r is a  red  squa re  on a  b la ck ba ckg round.  



SESA in Act ion (cont .)
Sp o t lig ht  on Se rvice s
As SESA Specialists travel to every corner of Alaska they not only ha ve  the  opportunity to  sha re  the ir 
knowledge  with students, but with educa tors a s we ll.  SESA ha s a  list of tra inings on a  wide  ra nge  of topics 
tha t a re  a va ila ble  to  Ala ska  School Districts a nd ca n be  offe red  by d ista nce  or in pe rson. 

Photo  Ca ption # 1:  Ma n in red  shirt 
sits on the  floor gesturing . A bla ck 
la ptop sits open in front of him . 

Photo  Ca ption # 2: Wom en in white  
vest, brown shirt, a nd blue  jea ns 
sta nds in front of a  te levision screen.

Photo  Ca ption # 3: A m a n in a  b la ck ja cke t 
a nd jea ns sta nds in front of a  world  m a p 
instructing  a  crowd. 



Ala ska  De a fb lind  Pro je ct  in  Act ion
In January, AKDBP offered a training on Proprioception & Neuromuscular 
Orienta tion & Mobility te chniques, ta ught by a  na tiona lly known pre sente r, ove r 
Zoom  a nd in-pe rson. Those  who a ttended were  a ble  to  ta ke  the  skills they lea rned 
a nd a pply them , directly bene fiting  Ala ska n students. 

Photo  Ca ption # 1:  3 a dults sta nd a nd 4 a dults knee l holding  white  ca nes 
sta nd in front of la rge  te levision screen displa ying  3 o the r a dults. 

Photo  Ca ption # 2:  Young  g irl with g la sses sta nds in front a nd to  the  
side  of a n a dult wom a n who sits in a  cha ir.  Lea ning  a ga inst a  she lf 
beside  the  young  g irl is he r long  white  ca ne .  The  a dult wom a n holds 
the  young  g irls a rm  while  working  on specific techniques tha t will 
bene fit he r ca ne  technique .



AKCAM in Act ion  
When working with a team to support a student either in person or via distance delivery, 
AKCAM looks a t three  a rea s: vision, processing  or pe rceptua l skills, a nd  physica l a ccess. 
The  Ala ska  Cente r for Accessib le  Ma te ria ls ca n conve rt instructiona l m a te ria ls to  
a ccessib le  form a ts, such a s bra ille , la rge  print, a nd  d ig ita l text a nd  a udio . 

Photo  Im a g e  # 1: Fem a le  a dult sitting  next to  a  
m a le  student with g la sse s looking  a t a  workshee t 
positioned in front of the  student. The  a dult is 
m ode ling  how to  com ple te  a  workshee t using  a  
m a rke r. Both people  a re  hold ing  m a rke rs.

Photo  Im a g e  # 2: A da rk-ha ired  g irl wea ring  a  
wa rm  winte r coa t sm ile s broa dly a nd holds up  a  
book with a  brig htly colored  wa te r scene  on the  
cove r. 

Photo  Im a g e  # 3: A Young  fem a le  student is on he r 
stom a ch with he r a rm  out in front of he r. She  is 
looking  a t a n iPa d with a  ye llow ba ckg round a nd 
a  b la ck g ira ffe . Adult fem a le  is la ying  on the  
g round next to  he r wa tching . 



AARC in Act ion  
2024 brought back the Alaska Autism Awareness and Acceptance Walk. 
Held on April 20, 2024, the  wa lk provided fa m ily-friendly a ctivitie s for the  
com m unity. Ove r a  hundred people  a ttended, a nd pla ns ha ve  a lrea dy 
begun for next yea r!

Photo  Ca ption 1: Attendees wa lk on the  tra ck during  the  Ala ska  
Autism  Awa reness a nd Accepta nce  wa lk

Photo  Ca ption 2: Two sm iling  g irls sta nd in front of a  decora ted  ba ckdrop. 
One  wea rs a  stra w ha t with colorful le is a nd holds a  ye llow Wa lk for 
Autism  sign. The  othe r holds a  white  Autism  is m y Superpower! sign. 



How t o  Ma ke  a  Re fe rra l

SESA ONLINE REFERRAL:
With the online referral, you can save your progress 
a nd resum e la te r. On the  re fe rra l website , you will 
need to click the  "Sa ve  Work to Resum e La te r" 
button a bove  the  m enu to ge t a n a ccess code  to 
resum e a  re fe rra l la te r.

SESA PAPER REFERRAL:
Printa ble  form s a re  a va ila ble  on our website . You 
m a y com ple te  a nd send them  via :
Em a il: re fe rra ls@sesa .org  | Fa x: (206)330-0306
Ma il To:
Specia l Educa tion Service  Agency
2600 Dena li Stree t, Suite  200
Anchora ge , Ala ska  99503

The  re q ue st ing  Ala ska n schoo l d ist r ict  
com p le t e s t he  SESA fo rm s, ob t a ins p a re nt a l 

sig na t ure (s), p rovid e s t he  re q uire d  
d ocum e nt s, a nd  se nd s t he  re fe rra l t o  SESA.

SESA Mutual Exchange of Information (MEI)

District Referral Agreement

Medical or school reports documenting the 
child’s diagnosis

Current, signed Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP)

Current, signed Evaluation Summary and 
Eligibility Report (ESER)

Contact information



The 
A nne F reitag  

Library

Book
s

Toys &
Ga m e s

Se nso ry
Ma t e r ia ls

Acce ssib le  Re a d ing  Ma t e r ia ls

www.sesa.org/library
cagni@sesa.org

http://sesa.org/library


The 
A nne F reitag  

Library  c ont. 2

Collections
• Autism
• Deafblind
• Braille
• Multiple Disabilities
• Low-Incidence Disabilities
• Journals
• Juvenile Fiction
• Juvenile Non -Fiction
• Large Print
• Foreign Language
• Audio/Visual
• Assessments
• Curriculum Kits
• Equipment (including white 

canes, braillers, switches, 
magnifiers, and much more)

• Games and Toys



The 
A nne F reitag  
Library  c ont.

776

1202 1222

78

164

980

0
36

104

*Ne w pa t ron count ing  be ga n J a nua ry 
2024



Important Dates
J une  7, 2024: SESA Offices Close for Summer Break
July 15, 2024: SESA Offices reopen for 2024 -2025 School Year
August 5, 2024 : SESA Specialists Return 
August 12, 2024 : SESA Specialist Start Travel

FY25 SESA Boa rd  of Dire ctor’s Me e t ing  Da te s 
Oct ob e r  2, 2024: Fa ll Mee ting  
De ce m be r 12, 2024 : Winter Meeting
March 5, 2025: Spring Meeting
May 7, 2025: Summer Meeting  

2024 -  2025   



Connect With U
2600 Denali Street

Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

(907) 334-1300

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday
8:00am – 4:30pm

sesa@sesa.org

Special 
Education 

Service Agency - 
Alaska

Sign up for our quarterly newsletter to 
stay up to date on all of  our SESA 
adventures, including new library 
materials, special events, newsletters, and 
much more!
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