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 HOUSE BILL NO. 201 
 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 

THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 
 
BY REPRESENTATIVES HIMSCHOOT, Hannan 
 
Introduced:  5/11/23 
Referred:   Resources, Judiciary 
 
 

A BILL 
 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 
 
"An Act changing the residency requirements for hunting, trapping, and sport fishing 1 

privileges; and providing for an effective date." 2 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 3 

   * Section 1. AS 16.05.400 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 4 

(c)  A person issued a permanent identification card under (b) of this section 5 

may sport fish, hunt, or trap only if the person continues to meet the residency 6 

requirements of AS 16.05.415. 7 

   * Sec. 2. AS 16.05.415(a) is amended to read: 8 

(a)  In AS 16.05.330 - 16.05.430, a person, except as provided in (c) - (f) of 9 

this section, is a resident if the person  10 

(1)  is physically present in the state with the intent to remain in the 11 

state indefinitely and to make a home in the state;  12 

(2)  has maintained the person's domicile in the state for the 12 13 

consecutive months immediately preceding the application for a license;  14 
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(3)  has been physically present in the state at all times during the 1 

12 consecutive months under (2) of this subsection or, if absent, was absent only 2 

as allowed in AS 43.23.008; 3 

(4)  is not claiming residency in another state, territory, or country; and  4 

(5) [(4)]  is not obtaining benefits under a claim of residency in another 5 

state, territory, or country.  6 

   * Sec. 3. AS 16.05.415(e) is amended to read: 7 

(e)  A person who is an alien is a resident for the purposes of AS 16.05.330 - 8 

16.05.430 if the person  9 

(1)  is physically present in the state with the intent to remain in the 10 

state indefinitely and to make a home in the state;  11 

(2)  has maintained the person's domicile in the state for the 12 12 

consecutive months immediately preceding the application for a license;  13 

(3)  has been physically present in the state at all times during the 14 

12 consecutive months under (2) of this subsection or, if absent, was absent only 15 

as allowed in AS 43.23.008; 16 

(4)  is not claiming residency in another state, territory, or country; and  17 

(5) [(4)]  is not obtaining benefits under a claim of residency in another 18 

state, territory, or country.  19 

   * Sec. 4. AS 16.05.415 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 20 

(j)  The commissioner shall adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative 21 

Procedure Act) for determining the eligibility of an individual for licensure as a 22 

resident under this section. The commissioner may require an individual to provide 23 

proof of eligibility, and the commissioner may use other information available from 24 

other state departments or agencies to determine the eligibility of an individual. The 25 

commissioner shall consider all relevant circumstances in determining the eligibility 26 

of an individual.  27 

   * Sec. 5. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 28 

read: 29 

TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Fish and Game may adopt 30 

regulations necessary to implement the changes made by this Act. The regulations take effect 31 
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under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before the effective date of the 1 

relevant provision of this Act implemented by the regulation. 2 

   * Sec. 6. Section 5 of this Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c). 3 

   * Sec. 7. Except as provided in sec. 6 of this Act, this Act takes effect January 1, 2025. 4 
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R E S I D E N C Y R E Q : H U N T I N G , T R A P P I N G , F I S H I N G

Version U

?An A c t changing the residency requirements for hunting, trapping, and sport fishing privileges; and

provid ing fo r an effective date.?

S P O N S O R S T A T E M E )

H o u s e Bil l 2 0 1 RESIDENCY REQ: H U N T I N G , T R A P P I N G , F ISHING a l i gns r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r a n i n d i v i d u a l t o r e c e i v e a r e s i d e n t

h u n t i n g , t r a p p i n g , o r s p o r t f i s h i n g l i c e n s e w i t h t h e r e q u i r e m e n t t o r e c e i v e a P e r m a n e n t F u n d D i v i d e n d (AS 4 3 . 2 3 ) . Th i s

w i l l have t h e e f f e c t o f l i m i t i n g t h e a m o u n t o f t i m e a n d r e a s o n s o n e can b e a b s e n t f r o m t h e s t a t e a n d st i l l q u a l i f y f o r a

r e s i d e n t l i c e n s e w h i l e a t t h e s a m e t i m e m a k i n g r e s i d e n c y r e q u i r e m e n t s e a s i e r t o e n f o r c e . W i t h t h e i n c r e a s e d p r e s s u r e

o n o u r l i m i t e d f ish a n d g a m e r e s o u r c e s , i t is i m p o r t a n t t o e n s u r e t h a t t h o s e w h o e n j o y t h e l o w e r c o s t a n d i n c r e a s e d b a g

l i m i t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a r e s i d e n t l i c e n s e a r e , in fac t , f u l l - t i m e r e s i d e n t s o f t h e S t a t e o f A laska .

The cur ren t def in i t ion o f residency is too broad and di f f icu l t to enforce. Currently, individuals can qual i fy for a resident

license and be indef in i te ly absent so long as they mee t the low threshold o f intending t o remain in Alaska, main ta in ing a

domici le in Alaska, and not establ ishing residency elsewhere. Someone w h o is away f rom Alaska for most o f t h e year but

still current ly qual i f ies as a resident has the same access to our f in i te fish and game resources as someone w h o lives in

the state 12 m o n t h s o f the year.

Regrettably, some o f Alaska?s fish and game resources are not as robust as they once were. W h e n there are fewer fish

and game resources to go around i t is t h a t much more impor tan t to mainta in suff ic ient resources for those who are fu l l -

t ime residents of the state and reduced access f o r those who harvest fish and game in Alaska and then take the resource

out o f state. A l lowing greater access to fish and game resources f o r year - round residents o f Alaska who invest in the i r

communi t ies in all seasons wil l ensure that individuals and commun i t i es who depend most on the resource wi l l have

access.

HB 201 does not proh ib i t out -of -s tate hunters or f i shermen f rom coming to Alaska to part ic ipate in the state?s wel l -

managed hunts and fisheries. Guided hunt ing and f ishing industr ies are an impor tan t pa r t of Alaska?s economy. Under

this legislation, visi tors wil l st i l l be able t o obta in non-res ident permi ts w i t h o u t addi t ional restr ict ions. HB 201 ensures

that those who qual i fy for a resident hunt ing, t rapping, o r sport f ish ing license are in fact year - round residents o f Alaska

and are deserving o f the increased bag l imits and reduced costs that are the pr iv i lege of state residents.



Representative Rebecca Himschoot
Angoon, Craig, Edna Bay, Elfin Cove, Hollis, Hoonah, Hydaburg, Kake, Kasaan, Klawock, Kupreanof, Naukati, Pelican, Petersburg,

Port Alexander, Point Baker, Port Protection, Sitka, Tenakee Springs, Thorne Bay & Yakutat

S e s s i o n I n t e r i m

A l a s k a S t a t e C a p i t o l 2 0 1 K a t l i a n S t r e e t S t e 1 0 3

1 2 0 4 t h S t r e e t PO B o x 8 4 4

J u n e a u , A K 9 9 8 0 1

(907) 465-3732
{888) 461-3732

R e p . H i m s c h o o t @ a k l e g . g o v

S i t k a , A K 9 9 8 3 5

( 9 0 7 ) 7 4 7 - 4 6 6 5

{877) 747-6276

R e p . H i m s c h o o t @ a k l e g . g o v

H O U S E B I L L 201

R E S I D E N C Y R E Q : H U N T I N G , T R A P P I N G , F I S H I N G
Version U

?An A c t changing the residency requirements for hunting, trapping, and sport fishing privileges; and

provid ing fo r an effective date.?

R E S I D E N T A N D N O N - R E S I D E N T L I C E N S E FEES ( U P D A T E D M A Y 2023)

L i c e n s e R e s i d e n t Non-Res iden t
Annual Sport Fishing License | $20.00 $100.00

Annual Sport Fishing and $60.00 $260.00

Hunt ing License

Annual Sport Fishing, $85.00

Hunt ing and Trapping
License

Annual Hunt ing $45.00 $160.00

Annual Trapping $25.00

Hunt ing and Trapping $405.00

Resident Annual K ing $10.00 $100.00

Salmon Stamp

Commercial Crewmember $60.00 $252.00
Annual License

Brown/Gr izz ly Bear Tag $25.00 $1,000.00

Black Bear Tag $450.00

Bison Tag $900.00

Caribou Tag $650.00

Deer Tag $300.00

E lk Tag $600.00

Goat Tag $600.00

Moose Tag $800.00

Muskox ? Bul l Tag $500.00 $2,200.00

Muskox ? C o w Tag $25.00 $2,200.00

Sheep Tag $850.00

W o l f Tag $60.00

Wolver ine Tag $350.00
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R E S I D E N T A N D N O N - R E S I D E N T S P O R T F I S H I N G R E G U L A T I O N S I N S O U T H E A S T A L A S K A

( U P D A T E D M A Y 2023)

Spec ies R e s i d e n t Non-Res iden t

2023 K ing Salmon ? 2 per day, 2 in possession 1 per day, 1 in possession
Southeast By Emergency

Order Annual l imi t January 1 - June
30: 3

Annual L im i t July | through

July 15 :2

Annual L im i t July 16 through

December 31: 1

Coho, Chum, Pink, and

Sockeye Salmon

6 o f each species per day, 12

o f each species in possession

6 o f each species per day, 12

o f each species in possession

Steelhead 1 per day, 2 in possession, 2

f ish annual l im i t

1 per day, 2 in possession, 2

f ish annual l imi t

Cutthroat and Rainbow Trout 2 per day, 2 in possession 2 per day, 2 in possession

D o l l y Varden 10 per day, 10 in possession 10 per day, 10 in possession

Sablefish 4 per day, 4 in possession 4 per day, 4 in possession, 8

f ish annual l imi t

Sharks 1 per day, 1 in possession, 2 1 per day, 1 in possession, 2

shark annual l imi t shark annual l imi t

L ingcod ? Southeast 1 per day, 2 in possession 1 per day, | in possession, 2

f ish annual l imi t

Hal ibut - Unguided 2 per day, 4 in possession 2 per day, 4 in possession

Demersal Shel f Rockf ish 1 per day, 2 in possession No retention

Pelagic Rockf ish 5 per day, 10 in possession 5 per day, 10 in possession
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Session

Alaska State Cap i to l
1 2 0 4 t h S t r e e t

J u n e a u , A K 9 9 8 0 1

(907) 465-3732

{888) 461-3732

Rep.Himschoot@akleg.gov

R E S I D E N T A N D N O N - R E S I D E N T S H E L L F I S H R E G U L A T I O N S I N S O U T H E A S T A L A S K A

I n te r im

201 Ka t l i an St reet Ste 103

PO Box 8 4 4

Sitka, AK 99835

(909) 747-4665
(877) 747-6276

R e p . H i m s c h o o t @ a k l e g . g o v

( U P D A T E D M A Y 2023)

Tanner and Dungeness Crab | Tanner Crab: 30 males, Tanner and Dungeness Crab:

Dungeness Crab: 20 males 3 males in combination

Shr imp No l im i t 3 pounds or quarts

Razor Clams No imi t 10 Razor Clams

Scallops Rock Scallops: 5 Rock Scallops: 5

Weathervane Scallops: 10 Weathervane Scallops: 10

G e o d u c k s 6 Geoducks No retention

Abalone 5 Abalone No retention
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