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K u r t Wh i tehead : Seasona l Res iden ts and Wo l f Le t te r

Pub l i c C o m m e n t s

E lec t ions :

Old Bus iness :

Wol f ESA Le t te r

The Klawock, A K Fish and Game Advisory Council is grateful for this opportunity to participate in the public process
about resource management in our state.

O n J u l y 15, 2 0 2 0 , t h e C e n t e r f o r B i o l o g i c a l Divers i ty , A l a s k a R a i n f o r e s t D e f e n d e r s a n d D e f e n d e r s of Wi ld l i f e

p e t i t i o n e d the S e c r e t a r y of I n t e r i o r / U S Fish a n d Wi ld l i f e S e r v i c e (USFW) t o list t h e A l e x a n d e r A r c h i p e l a g o (AA) W o l f in
S o u t h e a s t A l a s k a as t h r e a t e n e d or e n d a n g e r e d u n d e r the U .S . E n d a n g e r e d S p e c i e s A c t . T h e f i rst p e t i t i o n t o l is t t h e

A A w o l f w a s f i led in 1993 . T h e s e c o n d w a s f i led in 2 0 1 1 . The th i r d a n d c u r r e n t o n e w a s f i led in 2 0 2 0 a l so r e q u e s t s

t h a t cr i t i ca l h a b i t a t be d e s i g n a t e d f o r A A w o l v e s in S o u t h e a s t A laska . The d o c u m e n t c a n be f o u n d a t

w w w . b i o l o g i c a l d i v e r s i t y . o r g a n d w w w . d o i . g o v . W e w o u l d l ike t o s t a t e t h a t the r e c u r r i n g p e t i t i o n p r o c e s s t a k e s t i m e
a w a y f r o m r e s o u r c e m a n a g e r s s t u d y i n g w o l f p o p u l a t i o n s a n d o t h e r i m p o r t a n t i ssues a n d is d i s r u p t i v e f o r cer ta in

r e s i d e n t s . T h e s i g n a t o r i e s o f t h i s d o c u m e n t be l ieve t h a t t h e A A w o l f s h o u l d n o t be l is ted u n d e r t h e E n d a n g e r e d

S p e c i e s Ac t .

P r i n c e o f W a l e s Is land, t h e th i r d la rges t is land in the U n i t e d Sta tes , is h o m e t o a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 5 0 0 r e s i d e n t s t h a t

r e s i d e in t w e l v e rural c o m m u n i t i e s , rang ing f r o m 35 in r e m o t e P o i n t B a k e r t o o v e r 1 0 0 0 in Cra ig . M a n y r e s i d e n t s rely
l a rge l y on a s u b s i s t e n c e w a y of life. S u b s i s t e n c e in rural A l a s k a m e a n s legal ly t h a t r e s i d e n t s c a n f ish a n d hun t u n d e r

b a g l im i ts t h a t a l l o w us t o fil l o u r f reezers a n d p a n t r i e s b e c a u s e w e d o not h a v e a c c e s s t o g o o d s a n d se rv i ces t h a t

p e o p l e w h o l ive in u rban areas have. T rad i t i ona l s u b s i s t e n c e l i fes ty les h a v e b e e n a n d sti l l are p r a c t i c e d b y t h e T l i ng i t ,
H a i d a a n d T s i m s h i a n p e o p l e w h o have l ived her s ince t i m e i m m e m o r i a l . P r i n c e o f W a l e s area c e n s u s d a t a f r o m 2021

s h o w s 4 1 . 6 % A l a s k a Na t i ve r e s i d e n t s w h i c h is a l m o s t ha l f t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f POW?s c o m m u n i t i e s . S u b s i s t e n c e is a

v e r y i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f A l a s k a Na t i ve cu l tu re , t r a d i t i o n a n d he r i t age . D e e r h u n t i n g is a m a j o r p a r t o f t h e s u b s i s t e n c e
l i f es ty le a n d is v i ta l ly i m p o r t a n t on P O W . O u r re la t i onsh ips , m e n t a l a n d p h y s i c a l hea l th a n d f o o d s e c u r i t y are all

i m p r o v e d b y d e e r hun t i ng . D e e r hun t i ng on P O W is i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e t h i s is the on l y p o p u l a t e d a r e a in the r e g i o n

w i t h j u s t o n e u n g u l a t e g a m e an ima l ; P O W d o e s n o t h a v e c a r i b o u , m o o s e , e lk , s h e e p , b i son , m o u n t a i n g o a t or
m u s k o x .

Today, s u b s i s t e n c e o n P O W is c r i t i ca l in t e r m s o f f o o d secur i ty , as s o a r i n g in f la t ion n a t i o n - w i d e has i n c r e a s e d t h e
c o s t o f all g o o d s a n d serv ices . S h i p p i n g ch i l l ed o r f r o z e n f o o d here c o s t s $0 .82 / I b . In K l a w o c k , a ga l l on o f m i l k is
$ 6 . 4 9 , a d o z e n e g g s a r e $ 5 . 1 9 a n d g r o u n d b e e f is $ 5 . 9 9 p e r p o u n d . Add i t i ona l l y , g a s is $ 5 . 8 7 / g a l a n d $ 6 . 2 3 / g a l f o r

d iese l . F o o d a n d fue l c o s t s are a larger p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e f a m i l y b u d g e t t h a n t h e a v e r a g e h o u s e h o l d .

I n f o r m a t i o n p r e s e n t e d b y A l a s k a D e p a r t m e n t o f F ish a n d G a m e (ADFG) a n d o t h e r a g e n c i e s a t t h e 2 0 2 2 D e e r S u m m i t

o n P O W ( O c t o b e r 13 -15 , 2022 ) s h o w t h a t t h e d e e r p o p u l a t i o n has o b v i o u s l y d e c l i n e d in t h e p a s t t e n years. In 2 0 1 2 ,
h u n t e r s in U n i t 2 a v e r a g e d a b o u t 3 .5 days o f hun t i ng e f f o r t p e r d e e r h a r v e s t e d ; in 2 0 2 2 , h u n t e r s s p e n t an a v e r a g e o f

4 .9 d a y s t r y i ng t o h a r v e s t a deer, a c c o r d i n g t o A D F G hun t r e p o r t s u r v e y d a t a f r o m 2 0 1 2 - 2 0 2 1 .

W e a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t t h e deer p o p u l a t i o n is a f f e c t e d b y n u m e r o u s fac to r s , i nc lud ing h a b i t a t loss f r o m f i f ty y e a r s of

i ndus t r i a l sca le o l d - g r o w t h l o g g i n g on P O W . W e have n o t i c e d tha t , w h i l e A D F G r e p o r t s l i nk P O W o l d - g r o w t h f o r e s t t o

h e a l t h y d e e r p o p u l a t i o n s a n d s t a t e t h a t t h e P O W d e e r p o p u l a t i o n is in t roub le , D iv i s ion o f Fo res t r y s ta f f c o n t i n u e t o
d e s c r i b e t h e o l d - g r o w t h s t a n d s t h e y cu t here as l o w va lue a n d m i n i m i z e t h e i r i m p o r t a n c e t o d e e r a n d t o hun te rs . T h a t

doesn?t ag ree w i t h w h a t w e hea rd a t t h e 2022 D e e r S u m m i t . W e a l so a c k n o w l e d g e t h e r e is w o r k t o be d o n e in t e r m s

o f c o n s i d e r i n g c h a n g i n g d e e r b a g l im i ts or s e a s o n s in r e s p o n s e t o p o p u l a t i o n c o n c e r n s .

W h i l e w e a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t P O W is n o t t h e on l y p l a c e w h e r e the A A w o l f ex is ts , w e d o k n o w t h a t e f f e c t s o f

m a n a g e m e n t a c t i o n s are fe l t m o r e s h a r p l y o n o u r is land ; in part , b e c a u s e it is an is land. We h a v e s e e n m o r e w o l v e s

m o r e f r e q u e n t l y ove r the p a s t d e c a d e , s o w e h a v e q u e s t i o n s a b o u t w h e t h e r t h i s t r e n d is o c c u r r i n g in o t h e r p l a c e s
w i t h i n t h e A A wolf?s range . A D F G has been c a u t i o u s a n d c o n s e r v a t i v e , bu t t o a c c u r a t e l y a s s e s s t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f

w o l v e s in a t e m p e r a t e ra in fo res t has a l w a y s been d i f f i cu l t . A s A D F G c o n t i n u e s t o re f ine t h e m e t h o d o l o g i e s u s e d t o



e s t i m a t e a n d b a l a n c e p o p u l a t i o n s w i t h ca r r y i ng capac i t y , w e e x p e c t t h e w o l f p o p u l a t i o n wi l l r ema in heal thy. W e k n o w

t h e A A w o l f is a t o p p r e d a t o r o f S i t k a b lack ta i l d e e r a n d is f a r f r o m be ing e n d a n g e r e d . O u r pe rsona l o b s e r v a t i o n s a n d
t r e n d s in A D F G d a t a lead u s t o be l ieve the w o l f is t h r i v i n g in o u r area. R e c e n t h a r v e s t s o f w o l v e s h a v e s h o w n t h a t

p a s t e s t i m a t e s w e r e m u c h l o w e r t h a t c u r r e n t n u m b e r s ref lect .

If the A A w o l f is l is ted unde r t h e E n d a n g e r e d S p e c i e s Ac t , t h e federa l g o v e r n m e n t wil l a s s u m e a u t h o r i t y o v e r

m a n a g e m e n t , w h i c h wil l e n d legal t r a p p i n g a n d hun t i ng o f w o l v e s . If d e e r p o p u l a t i o n s are d e c r e a s i n g , it doesn?t m a k e

s e n s e t o list o n e o f its t o p p r e d a t o r s a s e n d a n g e r e d u n l e s s there is c r e d i b l e s c i e n c e a n d d a t a t h a t s h o w g o o d c a u s e .
A D F G has a g r o w i n g l ist o f da ta a n d s c i e n c e , i n c l u d i n g its o w n s t u d i e s here o n P O W , p rov i ng t h e A A W o l f s h o u l d n o t

b e l is ted u n d e r t h e E n d a n g e r e d S p e c i e s A c t .

E v e r y o n e ag rees t h a t w o l v e s are an i m p o r t a n t pa r t of P O W a n d w e e n j o y see ing t h e m , hear ing t h e m o r j u s t k n o w i n g

t h a t t h e y ex i s t here. H o w e v e r , l is t ing t h e A A w o l f a s e n d a n g e r e d wi l l no t a c c o m p l i s h b e t t e r m a n a g e m e n t a n d wil l

e l im ina te all legal t a k e o f t h e t o p n o n - h u m a n p r e d a t o r in an is land e c o s y s t e m w h e r e S i t k a b lack ta i l d e e r is t h e o n l y
u n g u l a t e p rey ava i lab le .

W e s t r o n g l y o p p o s e l is t ing t h e A A w o l f a s e n d a n g e r e d or t h r e a t e n e d .

T h e K l a w o c k A D F G A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l

T h e f o l l o w i n g l ist a l so s u p p o r t s t h e a b o v e le t te r

Alaska Trappers Associat ion
Fairbanks, A K

C i t y o f K l a w o c k

K l a w o c k , A K

C i t y o f K a s a a n

K a s a a n , A K

Tim O'Conner

Mayor of Craig

VP Alaska Troller Assoc.
FAV Virginia Rose
G r a i g , A K

Ellen Hannan & Brian Castle

FAV Renegade

Graig, A K

C h u c k & J e a n e t t e H a y d u

K i n g f i s h e r L o d g e & C h a r t e r s

G r a i g , A K

Kurt Whi tehead & Trina Nat ion

Treasure Hunter Lodge

Klawock, AK

Mike & Sarah Warner

Cof fman Cove Adventures

Cof fman Cove, A K

Jim & Jane Holien
FAV Kenai Jane

Klawock, AK

Alaska Outdoor Counci l

Anchorage, A K

C i t y o f C r a i g

C r a i g , A K

Hollis Communi ty Counci l

Hollis, A K

Ray & Elizabeth Douville
FAV Faith

Faith Fisheries
C r a i g , A K

S c o t t P e a k e s & El i jah W i n r o d

N o r t h e r n S p e l l L o d g e

K l a w o c k , A K

LeRoy & Tanya Johns
FAV Chelsea Dawn

Klawock, A K

DJ & Anne Hansen
DJ?s Alaska Adventure
Rentals

K l a w o c k , A K

Daniel & Emily Peters
FAV Sunl ight
Klawock, A K

J a m e s H e p p e Jr.

H e p p e & S o n s C o n s t r u c t i o n

K l a w o c k , A K

Cl inton Cook Sr.

Tribal President

Craig Tribal Associat ion

Craig, AK

C i t y o f C o f f m a n C o v e

C o f f m a n C o v e , A K

ADFG Ketchikan Advisory

Commi t tee

David & Jen Creighton
Shel ter Cove Lodge
Rainforest Auto Rentals

Craig, AK

Josh & Chace Anderson

Fireweed Lodge

Klawock, A K

Rosey & Lisa Roseland
The Salt Shack

Thorne Bay, A laska

David & Cynthia Egelston
Alaska Rainforest

Adventures

T h o r n e B a y , A K

V a u g h n & C a r r i e S k i n n a

FAV A n n a l y n

K l a w o c k , A K

G r a c e H e p p e

H e p p e ? s I n d o o r E d i t i o n

K l a w o c k , A K

Scot t Van Valin

Heidi Van Valin

Island Air Express

El Capitan Lodge

C i t y o f T h o r n e B a y

T h o r n e Bay, A K

ADFG Klawock Adv isory

Commit tea

Sam & Michelle Peters

Slammin? Sam?s Charters

P O W Electric & Repair
Klawock, A K

K i r k & K a t i e A g n i t s c h

S u r e S t r i k e L o d g e

C r a i g , A K

Spencer & Hannah Richter
F/V Resolut ion

Craig, A K

Shawn & Jill Kato-Yates

FAV Nauti Lady

Klawock, A K

Carter & Gretchen Jones

Spindri f t Adventures
Klawock, A K

Rich Trojan

Trojan & Sons LLG

Craig, A K



Don & Teresa Busse

Trophy Inn
Klawock, AK

Jason Clowar /Luther Jenson
Adventure A K Southeast

Thorne Bay, A K

Phillip & Danel Winrod
FAV Aur ie G

Thorne Bay, A K

Jim Baichtal

Thorne Bay, A K

C l a y B e z e n e k

K e t c h i k a n , A K

C h r i s G u g g e n b i c k l e r

W r a n g e l l , A K

Sharon Toman

Whale Pass, A K

N e w Business:

Rob & Val Steward

Changing Tides Inn
Klawock, A K

Melissa LaCour

Log Cabin Sports
Craig, A K

David & Gail Winrod

Hydaburg, AK

Ann Wil l iams

Klawock, A K

Mark & Beth Farrar

Eagles Wings Lodge

Klawock, A K

J o h n & Sher i W y l i e

K l a w o c k , A K

K i l l e r W h a l e L a w s u i t A g a i n s t S E T r o l i e r s

Sean Tomkinson

Passages Alaska Adventure
Therapy, Klawock, AK

Mike & Jan Bush
B - 3 Contractors Inc.

Klawock, A K

Jon & Debbie Winrod

Webster Point, AK

Just in Fitch

Klawock, A K

B r i a n R i n g e i s e n

A n g l e r s - A d v e n t u r e s

K e t c h i k a n , A K

Matt & Pam Beck

Whale Pass, A K

Brad McMi l lan

TTP Director

K l a w o c k C o o p e r a t i v e A s s o c .

K l a w o c k , A K

Mike Hamme

Hamme?s Quali ty Carpentry
Craig, A K

Enoch & Elizabeth Winrod

Ketchikan, A K

Sam Sawyer
Thorne Bay, AK

K y l e B e r g & C o u r t n e y N a s e

K e t c h i k a n , A K

N i c h o l e P o p e

N a u k a t i , A K

W h e r e a s c o m m e r c i a l f i s h i n g is a m a i n s t a y o f Alaska?s e c o n o m y a n d t h e l a r g e s t p r i v a t e s e c t o r e m p l o y e r in t h e s ta te ;
and

W h e r e a s t h e tro l l f l e e t is t h e s e c o n d l a r g e s t f lee t in A laska ; a n d

W h e r e a s 4 4 % o f t h e f i sh ing i n c o m e t o t ro l le rs is de r i ved f r o m t h e i r C h i n o o k ca t ch ; a n d

W h e r e a s c o m m e r c i a l s a l m o n t ro l l ing is a y e a r - r o u n d c o n t r i b u t o r t o t h e S o u t h e a s t A l a s k a e c o n o m y a n d s u s t a i n s y e a r -

r o u n d e m p l o y m e n t in t h e f i sh ing p r o c e s s i n g a n d s u p p o r t s e c t o r i n d u s t r i e s ; a n d

W h e r e a s i n c l u d i n g f i sh ing , p r o c e s s i n g a n d all re ta i le r mu l t i p l i e r e f fec ts , t h e tro l l f l ee t has a t o t a l e c o n o m i c i m p a c t o f
a p p r o x i m a t e l y $ 8 5 mi l l i on f o r t h e w h o l e of S o u t h e a s t annua l l y , as m e a s u r e d in t e r m s o f t o t a l o u t p u t ; a n d

W h e r e a s the l a w s u i t f i les by the Wi l d F ish C o n s e r v a n c y a g a i n s t t h e Nat iona l Mar i ne F ishe r i es S e r v i c e t h r e a t e n s t o

c l o s e t h e S o u t h e a s t t ro l l f i she ry d e s p i t e t h a t c l o s u r e p r o v i d i n g no m e a n i n g f u l b e n e f i t s t o S o u t h e r n R e s i d e n t K i l l e r
W h a l e s ; a n d

W h e r e a s t h e Wi l d F ish C o n s e r v a n c y has p l e d g e d t o e l im ina te m i x e d s t o c k f i she r ies a n d e l im ina te ha tche r i es ; a n d

Whereas the communi t ies of Southeast will suffer severe economic hardship if the Southeast troll f ishery is closed;
then

The re fo re , be it r e s o l v e d t h a t t h e A D F G E a s t P r i n c e o f W a l e s A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e urge in t h e s t r o n g e s t p o s s i b l e
t e r m s tha t :

N M F S a n d A D F G c o m m i t s t h e n e c e s s a r y r e s o u r c e s t o e f fec t i ve l y d e f e n d Alaska?s f i s h e r i e s a n d t h e S o u t h e a s t t ro l l

f i she ry in pa r t i cu la r ; a n d



All n e c e s s a r y a n d ava i lab le s ta te , f ede ra l or p r i v a t e r e s o u r c e s be m a d e ava i lab le t o s u p p o r t l awsu i t d e f e n d a n t s a n d
in te r veno rs ; a n d

The State of Alaska work wi th Alaska?s Congressional delegation to protect Alaska?s fisheries from present and future
misdirected or malicious lawsuits.

A D F G E a s t P r i n c e o f W a l e s A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e

B O F P r o p o s a l s :

P r o p 1 5 4 : Al low the use o f purse seine drums

P r o p 155: Use of underwater spear and speargun

P r o p 156: Prohibit the use of felt soled wading footwear

P r o p 1 6 0 : Require surrender of proceeds gained from the sale of wi ld king salmon caught in hatchery terminal
harvest areas

P r o p 1 6 3 : Prohibit guiding in personal use finfish fisheries
Currently it is not illegal t o guide in personal use fisheries.

P r o p 1 6 4 : E s t a b l i s h reg is t ra t i on a n d r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r p e r s o n a l use g u i d e s a n d t r a n s p o r t e r s

P r o p 1 6 5 : P roh ib i t c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r g u i d e s e r v i c e s in s u b s i s t e n c e f i s h e r i e s

P r o p 1 6 6 : E s t a b l i s h a s t a t e w i d e b a g l im i t f o r p e r s o n a l use p e r s o n a l use (d ipne t ) f i she r ies

P r o p 1 6 7 : R e q u i r e in s e a s o n r e p o r t i n g o f s u b s i s t e n c e a n d p e r s o n a l u s e s a l m o n ha rves t w i t h i n 5 d a y s o f ha rves t

P r o p 1 6 8 : E x t e n d e m e r g e n c y o r d e r a u t h o r i t y t o a l l o w res t r i c t i ons o f s p o r t f i s h e r i e s in c o n t a m i n a t e d w a t e r s

P r o p 1 6 9 : Amend the list of banned invasive species.
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