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Department of Education and Early Development 
Summary of the Alaska Reads Act Proposed Regulations 
February 1, 2023 
 
 
The proposed regulations are in response to the passage of House Bill (HB) 114, Education: Schools; 
Funding; Programs, also known as the Alaska Reads Act, that became law on July 15, 2022 (Chapter 40, 
SLA 2022).  The effective date of this new law is July 1, 2023.   
 
The Alaska Reads Act created four new programs in the Department of Education and Early 
Development (DEED): an early education grant program; a district reading improvement program; a 
department reading program; and a virtual education consortium.  
 
The proposed regulations included in the packet address three of the four programs (an early education 
grant program; a district reading improvement program; and a department reading program), as well as 
amendments to teacher certification regulations tied to the Alaska Reads Act.  Bookmarks have been 
included in the PDF of the draft regulations for ease of reviewing against this document.  
 
The regulations for the virtual education consortium are forthcoming.  Per HB 114, DEED is required to 
make the courses and professional development resources available on or before July 1, 2024.   
 
Below is a summary of the proposed regulations by program.  
 
Early Education Grant Program  

• Adding 4 AAC 05.100, Kindergarten day in session, as this was not previously defined in 
regulation. 

• Repealing 4 AAC 60.037, Transitions, as this section is no longer relevant. 
• Repealing 4 AAC 60.180, Definitions, but re-establishing this section under 4 AAC 60.990, 

Definitions. 
• Adding 4 AAC 60.190, Quality Early Education Program Standards, which is adopting by 

reference a publication titled Alaska Early Education Program Standards. The standards outline 
the following:   

o Programs must provide high-quality education and child development services, 
including services for children with disabilities; 

o Must implement evidence-based curriculum; 
o Addresses nine sections, plus definitions: 1) learning environment, 2) social and 

emotional support, 3) curriculum, 4) screening and developmental evaluations, 5) 
assessment, 6) family engagement, 7) dual language learners, 8) coaching, and 9) 
continuous quality improvement.  

• Adding 4 AAC 60.195, District accountability; revocation of approval of district-wide early 
education program, which outlines a complaint process for an individual to follow if there are 
concerns about a district’s compliance with the high-quality education program standards.  

• Adding 4 AAC 60.200, Early education program grants; applications; duration; award 
determinations.  DEED will identify which schools are eligible to apply and those wishing to 
apply must submit an application no later than May 15 of the application year. The regulations 
outline what needs to be submitted with the application and criteria DEED will consider when 
awarding the grants.   
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• Adding 4 AAC 60.205, District-wide early education program grant recipient obligations, outlines 
what a district must do if awarded a grant. For instance, demonstrate progress towards meeting 
or exceeding the standards and complying with DEED fiscal and program requirements.  

• Adding 4 AAC 60.210, Criteria for inclusion of district-wide early education program students 
within a district’s ADM, which outlines that an application needs to be submitted by May 15 of 
the year proceeding the year the count will be included in, and district will know before the start 
of the 20-day count period in October if they can include those students or not.   

• Added 4 AAC 60.990, Definitions, which adds definitions for culturally responsive; district-wide 
early education program; and parent or guardian and amends the definition for pre-elementary 
school and Head start agency.  

 
Department Reading Program  

• Adding 4 AAC 06.300, Purpose, which states that this program provides direct reading 
intervention support to participating schools and that DEED will provide a reading specialist to 
eligible schools and funding to implement reading improvement goals identified in their K-3 
intensive school reading improvement plan, including intervention materials.  

• Adding 4 AAC 06.305, Eligibility, which outlines that a district is eligible to apply if they are 
designated in the lowest 25% of schools (based on the state accountability system). DEED will 
notify districts that are eligible to apply in the fall of each year.  

• Adding 4 AAC 06.310, Application and selection.  Applications are due by February 15 of each 
year. Notification of acceptance will be given by April 1 of each year.  

• Adding 4 AAC 06.315, Program Requirements.  Participating schools must:  
o Submit a K-3 intensive school reading improvement plan by May 1 of each year; 
o Work with state reading specialists to structure the school day to accommodate 

effective core instruction and intensive reading interventions; and  
o Present an update on the reading program and intervention services at a public 

meeting.  
• Adding 4 AAC 06.320, Reading Specialists, which outlines the requirements and duties of DEED’s 

Reading Specialists.   
• Adding 4 AAC 06.325, K-3 intensive school reading improvement plan. DEED will provide a 

template for the plan, which is due no later than May 1 of each year.   
• Adding 4 AAC 06.330, Reporting and communication, which states that selected schools will 

present to the public as required under AS 14.30.770, and will also provide updates to DEED as 
requested.   

• Adding 4 AAC 06.390, Definitions, which adds a definition for a reading specialist.  
 
District Reading Improvement Program  

• Adding 4 AAC 06.400, Statewide literacy screening and support.  
o DEED will provide a statewide screening tool (which is Amplify with mClass) and 

associated resources in order to assess student reading skills.  This includes training on 
evidence-based instruction based on student needs; training on the statewide screening 
tool; and assistance in developing an alternative standardized reading screening tool if 
requested by a district.   

o All schools must assess all students in K-3rd grade each fall using the statewide screening 
tool. 

o Districts must report the scores no later than July 15 of each year. 
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o Districts can seek a waiver from using the department provided statewide screening tool 
if they have an evidence-based screening tool consistent with statute.  The waiver 
becomes void if a district selects a different screening tool. Waiver applications are due 
by April 15 to be considered for the following school year. 

• Adding 4 AAC 06.405, Reading intervention services and strategies.   
o A district must offer intensive reading intervention services to students in K-3rd grade 

who exhibit a reading deficiency.  
o Districts must submit a reading plan to DEED by September 1 of each year based on a 

response to intervention or multi-tiered system of support model – this is known as the 
K-3 MTSS reading plan.  

o Districts may resubmit an approved plan the following year. 
o A reading plan template will be provided, but the plan must include:  the literacy 

screening tool used; description of the adopted core reading program; description of the 
district’s program monitoring tool and the proposed schedule; a letter template of the 
parent notification of student reading deficiency; an individual reading improvement 
plan template; description of home supports; and description of reading-related 
professional development for K-3rd grade staff.  

• Adding 4 AAC 06.410, Individual reading improvement plan, which outlines that a district must 
provide a culturally responsive plan for each K-3rd grade student determined to have a reading 
deficiency.  

• Adding 4 AAC 06.415, Student Progression, which states that districts must follow what is in AS 
14.30.765 and a student can demonstrate mastery by submitting a complete reading portfolio 
which is described in the regulations; a department waiver of non-progression form can be 
signed by a parent or guardian and submitted to DEED; and students may only have their 
progression delayed one time between K and 3rd grade.  

• Adding 4 AAC 06.490, Definitions. Defining culturally responsive; measurable evidence of 
proficiency; multi-tiered system of support; parent or guardian; and dyslexia (which was added 
as a requirement under AS 14.30.775).  

 
Teacher Certification  

• Statute outlines what is required for a regular certified K-3rd grade teacher to meet the Alaska 
Reads Act requirements – i.e., complete coursework, training, or testing requirements; 
demonstrate proficiency, etc. (AS 14.20.015(c) and AS 14.20.020(i)).  The proposed regulations 
amend existing and add new regulations to address the new requirements.   

• Amending 4 AAC 12.300, Certification of teachers, (g) by setting a $50 fee for a current teacher 
certificate to apply for a reading endorsement (this fee is applicable from July 1, 2023 through 
December 30, 2028).  

• Amending 4 AAC 12.305, Teacher certificate (initial, professional, master), to add “beginning July 
1, 2023, if an applicant seeks to qualify for certification under AS 14.20.015(c) and AS 
14.20.020(i), they have to meet the requirements a new regulation (4 AAC 12.393, Endorsement 
requirements for K-3rd grade teachers and district reading teachers).  

• Amending 4 AAC 12.310, Designation and qualifying scores of teacher competency examination, 
(a)(3)(B) and (C); this is a technical clean-up by Department of Law to remove two colons.  

• Amending 4 AAC 12.310(e), by adding a definition of “qualifying score”. 
• Amending 4 AAC 12.310(f), changing “state” to “jurisdiction”.  
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• Amending 4 AAC 12.310 by adding (g) which states that DEED will reevaluate a qualifying score 
at least once every five years, and adding (h) which states that DEED will review a competency 
examination identified at least once every three years.  

• Amends 4 AAC 12.345, Administrative certificate (Type B); provisional certificate (provisional 
Type B), by adding (j) which states that a school administrator who supervises K-3rd grade 
teachers, also needs to obtain a K-3 educator endorsement. 

• Adding 4 AAC 12.392, Early education lead teacher endorsement requirements – beginning July 
1, 2023 and for a teacher in charge of an early education program for children who are 4 and 5 
years of age.  The endorsement requires the applicant to hold a valid teacher certificate and 
submit documentation that the applicant has or will complete within two years, the required six 
credit hours in early childhood education or two or more years of experience teaching K or an 
early education program and completed an evidence-based training course approved by DEED 
that includes a summative assessment.  

• Adding 4 AAC 12.393, Endorsement requirements for K-3 teachers and district reading teachers- 
o required for anyone who is employed to teach K through 3rd grade;   
o must hold a valid certificate; submit documentation that they have completed three 

semester hours or the equivalent of evidence-based reading training approved by DEED; 
or achieved or exceeded the required score on the content area examinations.   

o A person employed as a reading teacher has two years from date of hire to obtain the 
endorsement.  

• Amending 4 AAC 12.407, Content area examination, to add the required scores for teaching 
reading.  

• Adding 4 AAC 12.409, Department review of competency and content area examinations; 
reevaluation of minimum passing scores; report.   

o Starting July 1, 2023, DEED will conduct an annual review of at least 1/3 of the teacher 
competency examinations and 1/3 of the content area examinations.  Exams selected 
will be staggered so all examinations get reviewed once every three years.  

o Beginning July 1, 2023, DEED will conduct an annual reevaluation of at least 1/5 of the 
minimum passing scores for the teacher competency examinations and the content area 
examinations.  Selection will be staggered so all will be reevaluated at least once every 
five years.  

o This review and reevaluation can be combined.  
o The results of the review and reevaluation will be presented to the State Board annually 

during their December quarterly meeting. 
o Any recommended changes would not take effect until adopted through a regulation 

change. 
• Amended 4 AAC 12.900, Definitions, by adding a definition of “reading teacher”.  
• Repealing 4 AAC 12.900(b), which stated: “(b) In AS 14.20, “standard certificate” means a 

professional teacher certificate under 4 AAC 12.305(b).”   


