
The Klawock, AK Fish and Game Advisory Counci l is grateful for this opportuni ty to participate in the public process
about resource management in our state.

On July 15, 2020, the Center fo r Biological Diversity, Alaska Rainforest Defenders and Defenders of Wildlife peti t ioned the
Secretary of Interior/US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFW) to list the Alexander Archipelago (AA) Wol f in Southeast Alaska

as threatened or endangered under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. The first petit ion to list the AA wol f was filed in
1993. The second was f i l e din 2011. The third and current one was f i l e d in 2020 also requests that critical habitat be
designated for AA w o l v e s in Southeast Alaska. The document can be found at www.b i o l o g i c a l d i v e r s i t y . o r g and

, W e w o u l d l i ke t o s t a t e t h a t t h er e c u r r i n g p e t i t i o n p r o c e s s t a k e s t i m e a w a y f r o m resou rce m a n a g e r s s t u d y i n g
w o l f p o p u l a t i o n s a n d o t h e r i m p o r t a n t i ssuesa n di s d i s r u p t i v e f o r cer ta in res iden ts . T h e s i g n a t o r i e s o f th is d o c u m e n t

be l i eve t h a t the A A w o l f s h o u l d n o t be l is ted u n d e r t h e E n d a n g e r e d S p e c i e s Ac t .

P r i nce o f W a l e s Island, t h e th i r d l a r g e s t i s land in t h e U n i t e d Sta tes , is h o m e t o a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 5 0 0 r e s i d e n t s t h a t r e s i d e in

t w e l v e rural c o m m u n i t i e s , r a n g i n g f r o m 35 in r e m o t e P o i n t B a k e r t o o v e r 1000 in Graig. M a n y r e s i d e n t s rely large ly on a

s u b s i s t e n c e w a y o f life. S u b s i s t e n c e in rural A l a s k a m e a n s lega l l y t h a t res iden ts c a n f i s h a n d h u n t u n d e r b a g l i m i t s t h a t
a l l o w us t o fil l o u r f reezers a n d p a n t r i e s b e c a u s e w e d o n o t h a v e a c c e s s t o g o o d s a n d se rv i ces t h a t p e o p l e w h o l ive in

u r b a n a r e a s have. T rad i t i ona l s u b s i s t e n c e l i fes ty les h a v e been a n d sti l l are p r a c t i c e d b y t h e Tl ing i t , Ha ida a n d Ts imsh ian

p e o p l e w h o h a v e l ived her s i n c e t i m e i m m e m o r i a l . P r i nce of W a l e s a r e a c e n s u s d a t a f r o m 2021 s h o w s 4 1 . 6 % A l a s k a
Na t i ve r e s i d e n t s w h i c h is a l m o s t half t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f POW?s c o m m u n i t i e s . S u b s i s t e n c e is a v e r y i m p o r t a n t pa r t o f

A l a s k a Na t i ve cu l tu re , t rad i t i on a n d her i tage . D e e r hun t i ng is a m a j o r pa r t o f the s u b s i s t e n c e l i fes ty le a n d is v i ta l ly

i m p o r t a n t on P O W . O u r re la t i onsh ips , m e n t a l a n d p h y s i c a l hea l th a n d food s e c u r i t y are all i m p r o v e d b y d e e r hun t i ng . D e e r
hun t i ng o n P O W is i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e t h i s is t h e o n l y p o p u l a t e d area in t h e reg ion w i t h j u s t o n e u n g u l a t e g a m e an ima l ;

P O W d o e s n o t h a v e ca r i bou , m o o s e , elk, s h e e p , b i son , m o u n t a i n g o a t o r m u s k o x .

Today, s u b s i s t e n c e on P O W is cr i t i ca l in t e r m s o f f o o d secur i ty , as soa r i ng in f l a t i on n a t i o n - w i d e has i n c r e a s e d t h e c o s t o f
all g o o d s a n d se rv i ces . S h i p p i n g ch i l l ed or f r o z e n f o o d here c o s t s $ 0 . 8 2 / l b . In K l a w o c k , a ga l l on of m i l k is $6 .49 , a d o z e n

e g g s are $ 5 . 1 9 a n d g r o u n d b e e f is $ 5 . 9 9 p e r p o u n d . Add i t i ona l l y , g a s is $ 5 . 8 7 / g a l a n d $ 6 . 2 3 / g a l f o r d iese l . F o o d a n d fuel

c o s t s a r e a la rge r p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e f a m i l y b u d g e t t h a n t h e a v e r a g e h o u s e h o l d .

I n f o r m a t i o n p r e s e n t e d b y A l a s k a D e p a r t m e n t o f F ish a n d G a m e (ADFG) a n d o t h e r a g e n c i e s at t h e 2 0 2 2 D e e r S u m m i t on
P O W ( O c t o b e r 13 -15 , 2022 ) s h o w t h a t the d e e r p o p u l a t i o n has o b v i o u s l y d e c l i n e d in t h e p a s t ten years . In 2012 , h u n t e r s

in U n i t 2 a v e r a g e d a b o u t 3 . 5 d a y s o f h u n t i n g e f f o r t p e r d e e r ha rves ted ; in 2 0 2 2 , h u n t e r s s p e n t an a v e r a g e o f 4 . 9 d a y s

t r y i n g t o h a r v e s t a deer, a c c o r d i n g t o A D F G h u n t r e p o r t s u r v e y d a t a f r o m 2 0 1 2 - 2 0 2 1 .

W e a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t t h e d e e r p o p u l a t i o n is a f f ec ted b y n u m e r o u s fac to r s , i n c l u d i n g h a b i t a t l o s s f r o m f i f ty yea rs o f

indus t r ia l sca le o l d - g r o w t h l o g g i n g on POW. W e h a v e n o t i c e d that , w h i l e A D F G r e p o r t s l ink P O W o l d - g r o w t h f o r e s t t o

h e a l t h y d e e r p o p u l a t i o n s a n d s t a t e t h a t t h e P O W d e e r p o p u l a t i o n is in t r o u b l e , D i v i s i o n o f Fo res t r y s ta f f c o n t i n u e t o
d e s c r i b e the o l d - g r o w t h s t a n d s t h e y c u t here a s low v a l u e a n d m i n i m i z e the i r i m p o r t a n c e t o d e e r a n d t o h u n t e r s . T h a t

d o e s n ' t ag ree w i t h w h a t w e hea rd at the 2 0 2 2 D e e r S u m m i t . W e a l so a c k n o w l e d g e t h e r e is w o r k t o be d o n e in t e r m s o f

c o n s i d e r i n g c h a n g i n g d e e r b a g l im i ts o r s e a s o n s in r e s p o n s e t o p o p u l a t i o n c o n c e r n s .

W h i l e w e a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t P O W is n o t t h e on l y p l a c e w h e r e t h e A A w o l f ex is ts , w e d o k n o w t h a t e f f e c t s o f m a n a g e m e n t

a c t i o n s a r e fe l t m o r e s h a r p l y on o u r is land ; in par t , b e c a u s e it is an is land . W e h a v e s e e n m o r e w o l v e s m o r e f r e q u e n t l y
ove r t h e p a s t d e c a d e , s o w e h a v e q u e s t i o n s a b o u t w h e t h e r t h i s t r e n d is o c c u r r i n g in o t h e r p l a c e s w i t h i n t h e A A wolf?s

range. A D F G has been c a u t i o u s a n d c o n s e r v a t i v e , bu t t o a c c u r a t e l y a s s e s s t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f w o l v e s in a t e m p e r a t e

ra in fo res t has a l w a y s b e e n di f f icu l t . A s A D F G c o n t i n u e s t o ref ine the m e t h o d o l o g i e s u s e d t o e s t i m a t e a n d b a l a n c e
p o p u l a t i o n s w i t h ca r r y i ng capac i t y , w e e x p e c t the w o l f p o p u l a t i o n wil l r ema in hea l thy . W e k n o w t h e A A w o l f is a t o p

p r e d a t o r of S i t ka b lack ta i l d e e r a n d is far f r o m be ing e n d a n g e r e d . O u r p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n s a n d t r e n d s in A D F G da ta

lead us t o be l i eve t h e w o l f is t h r i v i n g in o u r area. R e c e n t ha rves t s o f w o l v e s h a v e s h o w n t h a t p a s t e s t i m a t e s w e r e m u c h
l o w e r t h a t c u r r e n t n u m b e r s ref lect .

I f t h e A A w o l f is l is ted u n d e r t h e E n d a n g e r e d S p e c i e s Ac t , t h e fede ra l g o v e r n m e n t wil l a s s u m e a u t h o r i t y ove r
m a n a g e m e n t , w h i c h wi l l e n d legal t r a p p i n g a n d hun t i ng o f w o l v e s . I f d e e r p o p u l a t i o n s are d e c r e a s i n g , it doesn?t m a k e

s e n s e t o list o n e o f its t o p p r e d a t o r s as e n d a n g e r e d u n l e s s t h e r e is c r e d i b l e s c i e n c e a n d d a t a t h a t s h o w g o o d cause .

A D F G has a g r o w i n g l i s t o f d a t a a n d s c i e n c e , i n c l u d i n g i t s o w n s t u d i e s here on P O W , p r o v i n g t h e A A W o l f s h o u l d not be
l is ted u n d e r t h e E n d a n g e r e d S p e c i e s A c t .

E v e r y o n e a g r e e s t h a t w o l v e s are a n i m p o r t a n t pa r t o f P O W a n d w e e n j o y see ing t h e m , h e a r i n g t h e m or j u s t k n o w i n g t h a t
t h e y ex i s t here. However , l i s t ing t h e A A w o l f a s e n d a n g e r e d wil l no t a c c o m p l i s h b e t t e r m a n a g e m e n t a n d wi l l e l im ina te all

legal t a k e o f t h e t o p n o n - h u m a n p r e d a t o r in an is land e c o s y s t e m w h e r e S i t k a b l a c k t a i l d e e r is t h e on l y u n g u l a t e p rey
ava i lab le .



W e s t r o n g l y o p p o s e l is t ing t h e A A w o l f as e n d a n g e r e d or t h r e a t e n e d .

T h e K l a w o c k A D F G A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l

T h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t a l so s u p p o r t s t h e a b o v e le t te r

A l a s k a T r a p p e r s A s s o c i a t i o n

F a i r b a n k s , A K

C i t y o f K l a w o c k

K l a w o c k , A K

C i t y o f K a s a a n

K a s a a n , A K

Tim O?Conner

Mayor of Craig
VP Alaska Troller Assoc.

F A Virginia Rose
C r a i g , A K

Kurt Whitehead & Trina Nation

Treasure Hunter Lodge
Klawock, A K

Ellen Hannan & Brian Castle

FAV Renegade

Craig, A K

David & Cynthia Egelston
Alaska Rainforest Adventures

Thorne Bay, A K

Mike & Sarah Warner

Coffman Cove Adventures

Coffman Cove, A K

dim & Jane Holien
FAV Kenai Jane

Klawock, A K

Brad McMil lan
TTP Director

K l a w o c k C o o p e r a t i v e A s s o c .

K l a w o c k , A K

Don & Teresa Busse

Trophy Inn
Klawock, A K

Mark & Beth Farrar

Eagles Wings Wi lderness Lodge

Klawock, A K

Sam Sawyer

Thorne Bay, A K

C l a y B e z e n e k

K e t c h i k a n , A K

Sharon Toman

Whale Pass, A K

Alaska Outdoor Counci l

Anchorage, A K

C i t y o f C r a i g

C r a i g , A K

Hollis Communi ty Counci l
Hollis, A K

Ray & Elizabeth Douvil le
FAV Faith

Faith Fisheries

C r a i g , A K

S c o t t P e a k e s & Eli jah W i n r o d

N o r t h e r n S p e l l L o d g e

K l a w o c k , A K

LeRoy & Tanya Johns
FAV Chelsea Dawn
Klawock, A K

DJ & Anne Hansen
DJ's Alaska Adventure Rentals

Klawock, A K

Daniel & Emily Peters
FAV Sunl ight
Klawock, A K

J a m e s H e p p e Jr.

H e p p e & S o n s C o n s t r u c t i o n

K l a w o c k , A K

Mel issa LaCour

Log Cabin Sports

Craig, A K

Rob & Val Steward

Changing Tides Inn
Klawock, A K

B r i a n R i n g e i s e n

A n g l e r s - A d v e n t u r e s

K e t c h i k a n , A K

Jon & Debbie Winrod

Webster Point, A K

Enoch & Elizabeth Winrod
Ketchikan, A K

J o h n & Sher i W y l i e

K l a w o c k , A K

Clinton Gook Sr.

Tribal President

C r a i g Tr ibal A s s o c i a t i o n

G r a i g , A K

G i t y o f C o f f m a n C o v e

G o f f m a n G o v e , A K

David & Jen Creighton

Shel ter Cova Lodge
Rainforest Auto Rentals

Graig, A K

Josh & Chace Anderson

Fireweed Lodge
Klawock, A K

Phil l ip & Danel Winrod
FAV Aurie G

Thorne Bay, A K

Shawn& Jill Kato-Yates

FAV Nauti Lady
Klawock, A K

Rosey & Lisa Roseland
The Salt Shack

Thorne Bay, Alaska

G r a c e H e p p e

H e p p e ? s I n d o o r E d i t i o n

K l a w o c k , A K

Sean Tomkinson

Passages Alaska Adventure

Therapy, Klawock, A K

Mike & Jan Bush
B-3 Cont rac to rs Inc.

Klawock, A K

A n n Will iams

Klawock, A K

Justin Fitch

Klawock, A K

K y l e B e r g & C o u r t n e y N a s e

K e t c h i k a n , A K

N i c h o l e P o p e

N a u k a t i , A K

Scot t Van Valin
Heidi Van Valin

Island Air Express
El Capitan L o d g e

C i t y o f T h o r n e B a y

T h o r n e Bay, A K

Sam & Michel le Peters

Slammin? Sam's Charters

POW Electric & Repair

Klawock, A K

C h u c k & J e a n e t t e H a y d u

K i n g f i s h e r L o d g e & C h a r t e r s

G r a i g , A K

Spencer & Hannah Richter
FAV Resolut ion

Graig, A K

K i r k & K a t i e A g n i t s c h

S u r e S t r i k e L o d g e

G r a i g , A K

Carter & Gretchen Jones

Spindri f t Adventures
Klawock, A K

V a u g h n & C a r r i e S k i n n a

FAV A n n a l y n

K l a w o c k , A K

Jason Clowar/Luther Jenson

Adventure A K Southeast

Thorne Bay, A K

Mike Hamme

Mike Hamme?s Quali ty
Carpentry

G r a i g , A K

R i c h Tro jan

T r o j a n & S o n s L L G

G r a i g , A K

Jim Baichtal

Thorne Bay, A K

C h r i s G u g g e n b i c k l e r

W r a n g e l l , A K

Matt & Pam Beck

Whale Pass, A K




