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DEC Brownfield Assessment & Cleanup Application 
 
Thank you for considering applying for DEC Brownfield Assessment & Cleanup (DBAC) services! 
The DBAC program has been assisting Alaskan communities get contaminated land back into reuse 
since 2003.  Through the DBAC program, DEC provides communities environmental services and is 
not a grant.  This distinction means that applicants selected for funding can expect DEC to handle the 
hiring of an environmental contractor and completing the required paperwork for the U.S. EPA.  
 
Each year DEC opens an application submission period where eligible applicants and owners can 
apply to receive environmental services.  The application period typically opens in the fall (October or 
November) and closes in late winter (January or February).  Applicants are notified of the ranking of 
the projects typically in March or April.  Once EPA notifies DEC of its final funding amount 
(typically in April or May), DEC will notify applicants if their project is anticipated to receive funding 
that year.  Typically, the highest ranked 4-5 projects will receive funding in a given year.  Any actual 
assessment or cleanup work will occur in the same summer of the application year, or if needed, the 
following spring or summer as circumstances allow. 
 
The applications are evaluated and scored based upon these criteria:  
 

1) Project requirements  
2) Project Costs 
3) Project Team 
4) Viability of the Reuse Plan 
5) Communitywide Support and Benefit  

 
Please answer all the questions and provide as much information as possible, as this application will 
provide the tools necessary to determine if your project is eligible for Brownfield services and to score 
and subsequently rank the applications received.  DEC recommends that you read through this 
application twice to determine if your site or facility meets the threshold criteria and to see if you have 
any questions about the information that should be provided.  If you have any questions regarding the 
application or eligibility, please do not hesitate to contact DEC Brownfield staff to discuss.  
Additionally, Brownfield staff can also review your draft application prior to final submittal to 
evaluate eligibility and completeness. 
 

Marc Thomas marc.thomas@alaska.gov (907) 465-5206 
 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 
 
A completed application must be received via email at marc.thomas@alaska.gov or via mail to the 
below address by 5 pm Monday February 11, 2022. 
 
 
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation Contaminated Sites Program  
P.O. Box 111800 
Juneau, AK 99811 
Attention: Marc Thomas 
 

mailto:marc.thomas@alaska.gov
mailto:marc.thomas@alaska.gov
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THRESHOLD CRITERIA 
 
Is the site or facility owned or under the control of the federal government?  

□Yes       □No 

*If the property is owned or under the control of the federal government, the site is not eligible for 
services. 
 
To your knowledge, has the site or facility received funding for remediation from the Leaking 
Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Trust Fund? 

□Yes       □No 

*If the site has received funding from the LUST Trust Fund, the site or facility is not eligible for 
services.  
 
Is the applicant directly responsible for the contamination on the property?  

□Yes* □No  

*If yes, this site is not eligible for brownfields services. 
 
Is the current owner responsible for contamination on the property? 

□Yes*  □No 

*If yes, this site is not eligible for brownfields services.  
 
Do you have a reuse plan that will provide a benefit to your community? 

□Yes    □No* 

*If no, this site is not eligible for brownfields services. 
 
If any of the above indicate that the site or facility is not eligible, you should refrain from continuing 
the application without discussing the site with DEC. If you have other questions or concerns about 
the threshold criteria, please contact us to discuss them. We are happy to talk with you – we want to 
help you submit a successful DBAC application! 
 

Marc Thomas marc.thomas@alaska.gov (907) 465-5206 
  

mailto:marc.thomas@alaska.gov


DBAC Application 

3 

 

 

 
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 
Applicant 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
TRP/IGAP EPA Project Officer (if applicable): 
 
 
Owner (if different from applicant) 
 

*The owner of the property must allow DEC access to the site. If the applicant is different from the 
owner, written consent will be required from the owner to secure access for DEC and its contractors 
to conduct the assessment. Please attach a letter from the property owner granting access to the 
site if required* 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 

Is the owner of the property: 

□Private □City/Public □Native Corp □Tribe 

 
Is the property expected to change ownership in the near future? 

□Yes       □No 

 
Site Location 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
Legal Description (If known): 
 
 
Section:   Township:  Range:   Tax lot number(s): 
 
Latitude:       Longitude:  
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Site History  

When was this property acquired by the current owner? 

How was this property acquired by the current owner? 

Did the current owner complete a Phase I/Phase II Environmental Site Assessment prior to 
acquisition?  

□Yes □No

Previous ownership history (if known): 

Approximate acres or square footage: 

How many buildings or structures are on the property? 

What is the condition of each of the buildings and structures on the property? 

Has the site had any previous assessment activities? 

□Yes □No

If yes, what kind of assessment activities have been done? 

□DBAC □Targeted Brownfield Assessment □Other 

Is this site currently listed on DEC’s Contaminated Sites database? 

□Yes □No

If yes, please list the DEC file number:  Site name: 

* Please attach full reports from previous assessment work if the site is not already on the DEC
Contaminated Sites database*
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Contamination – known or perceived 

What are the known or suspected contaminant(s) at the site? 

□Hazardous Substances □Petroleum  □Hazardous Building Materials 

How was the property previously used? (mark all that apply) 

□Tank farm 

□Landfill (permitted or  un-permitted) 

□Dump site 

□Gas Station 

□Dry Cleaner 

□Mining Operations 

□Underground Storage Tank (UST) 

□Above Ground Storage Tank (AST) Drums      

□Military activities 

□Other: 

If known, list the source(s) and location(s) of known or perceived contamination: 

Briefly describe how and when this site may have become contaminated: 
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Do you know who may have caused any contamination? 

□Yes       □No 

 
If yes, please list here:  
 
 
 
What steps has the landowner or community taken to safeguard against the known or suspected 
contamination? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is this site currently being used? If yes, describe how it is being used? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please identify any specific problems limiting reuse: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please describe any other concerns with the site: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please attach an aerial photograph showing the location of the site in relation to the 
community with a circle around any areas of known or suspected contamination.  Please 
attach any other available photos for the site, as these can be useful to envision the project.*  
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RANKING CRITERIA 
 
Project Requirements 
 
What services are you seeking? 

□ Assessment                             □ Cleanup Planning   □ Cleanup 

Describe to the best of your ability what your project team believes the needed environmental 
assessment or cleanup activities are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please describe any local resources or individuals that are available to assist with the DBAC work being 
requested. (Some things to consider: our contractors doing assessment or cleanup work often require 
local assistance with site visits, setting up interviews with those knowledgeable about the site, lodging, 
excavation equipment, and local transportation; site work often requires heavy equipment, heavy 
equipment operators or Qualified Environmental Samplers (as defined in 18 AAC 75.333).) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Costs 
 
Do you have any information regarding how much the assessment or cleanup project will cost? (If a 
previous assessment has been conducted, sometimes a cost estimate for future work has been 
included.) 

□Yes       □No 

If yes, please indicate the estimated amount and what year this was determined:  
 
 
 
 
*Please be aware that the scope of the requested work must both be within the funding limits set forth 
by the EPA and be within our funding capacity. If you have questions regarding this, please contact 
DEC to discuss further.* 
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Project Team 

Form a project team of at least three individuals (preferably from more than one organization) to 
ensure continuity beyond this effort and coordination for success of the overall project. List the 
names and contact information of each individual or organization below and attach a letter of 
support from each team member. Please note: Environmental field work is often conducted 
during the summer. Please designate one member of your project team as the primary 
contact for the life of the project who can answer questions for DEC or their contractors as 
they arise. An inability to communicate with the community may cause project delays or 
even cancellation of a project.  

Primary Contact: 

Team member: 

Team member: 

Additional Team members: 

Viability of Reuse Plan 

Please describe the reuse plan (Reuse plans can include: housing, commercial development, creation 
of a recreation area, preservation of green space, restoration of subsistence use, etc.): 
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Have you sought, are you currently seeking, or are you planning to seek funding for completing 
the reuse plan after the site has been assessed and/or cleaned up? If so, please describe your 
strategy for funding the reuse plan: 

Please list any resources currently available for the redevelopment phase of the project (such as 
equipment, labor, in-kind services, or funding etc.): 

*Attaching documentation such a business plan, a community plan, planned reuse drawings,
proposals for grant funding, or items such as loan applications etc. helps to demonstrate that
the reuse plan is well developed and will help this application score higher*

Community Benefit 

Please describe how the planned reuse is a benefit to your community. (Some things to consider: 
creation of jobs, preservation of historical or culturally significant property, location for community 
activities or education, preservation or restoration of subsistence habitat, reuse or recycling of 
materials or infrastructure, cost savings for the community, etc.) 

Communitywide Support 

Please describe how communitywide support for this work has been documented (Such as: 
resolutions, community plans, public meetings where the site was discussed; letters of support 
from other community members; etc.) 

*Please note that community support must be documented and any resolutions,
community plans, public meeting notes, letters of support from other community
members, etc. should be submitted as an attachment to this application*
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Bonus Points 

Does the reuse plan call for green building or habitat preservation? 

□Yes □No 

Is the site of historical or cultural significance? 

□Yes □No 

Does the reuse plan call for the use of alternative energy? 

□Yes   □No 

If you answered “Yes” to any of the Bonus questions above, please discuss describe further: 
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Request for Application Meeting 

Potential applicants for DEC Brownfields Assessment & Cleanup services are highly encouraged to 
have a meeting with DEC Brownfield Staff concerning their application. Early communication will 
allow participants to receive technical assistance, and allow time to address any deficiencies in the 
application. Our goal is to assist you in completing a comprehensive and successful application! 

Disclaimer 

Under no circumstances does an award of DBAC services imply that DEC accepts liability 
for any contamination that may exist at the site, nor is DEC responsible for any necessary 
cleanup of hazardous substances that may be found at the site. Liability for contamination 
on a property is specifically addressed in Alaska Statute (AS) 46.03.822, which outlines those 
who are liable for the release of a hazardous substance. The general liability categories 
include: (1) those with an ownership interest in the property; (2) those in control of the 
substance at the time of the release; or (3) those who arrange for disposal or transport of the 
substance. 

Brownfield work focuses on clarifying environmental concerns associated with property for 
which there is no known viable responsible party. By applying for a DEC Brownfield 
Assessment or Cleanup, it should be clear to all parties associated with a request that the work 
requested of DEC is designed to identify, clarify, and in some cases, remediate environmental 
hindrances that currently impede the continued use, proposed use, redevelopment, or sale of a 
property. Work conducted by DEC may result in identifying a property as a contaminated site, 
and require the site be listed on DEC’s Contaminated Sites Database. With listing comes the 
requirement of potentially responsible and liable parties to address cleanup of contamination 
in accordance with regulatory requirements. 
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DBAC Application Submittal Checklist 

Before submitting your DBAC request form, please check the following items are complete: 
Did you answer each question? 

□ If required, did you attach a letter from the property owner granting access to the site, 

if the owner is different from the applicant? 

□ If applicable, did you attach past environmental reports about the site? 

□ Did you attach a site map or aerial photograph of the site with the information 

requested and any other photos available? 

□ Did you identify a primary contact for the life of the DBAC project? 

□ Did you attach a letter of support from each team member? 

□ Did you attach documentation demonstrating the viability of the reuse or 

redevelopment plan? 

□ Did you attach documentation demonstrating that there is community wide support 

and benefit for the project? 

After reviewing your application, DEC may have clarifying questions to help in its evaluation.  May 
DEC contact you should it have additional questions? 

□Yes □No
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DEC Brownfield Assessment and Cleanup Award Process 

November - February - Application Submittal to ADEC 
 

February/March - Application review by ADEC 

March - Application scoring by ADEC 

March - Application ranking by ADEC 

* The higher the score, the higher the ranking 
 

March/April - Applicants notified of ranking by ADEC 

 

April/May – EPA notifies ADEC of funding availability 
 

April/May – Applicants notified of projects being funded by ADEC 
 

May/June – Community Kick-off meeting with ADEC 

 

May/June - ADEC builds scope of work for project 

June/July - Scope of work goes out to Contractor for cost bid 

June - Work awarded to contractor 
 

July 1 - Work can begin on site 

Summer/Fall  – Field work done on site 
 

Fall/Winter  – Report on field work developed  

Fall/Winter  – Report Finalized 
 

Fall/Winter  – Community Wrap up meeting with ADEC 
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	Text51: In the attached 2021 Property Assessment and Cleanup Plan Update prepared for the ADEC by Nortech, the total cost estimate for demolition of the building, abatement and disposal of Asbestos Containing Materials, and excavation, sampling, and land-farming of petroleum impacted soils, based on current knowledge of Site conditions, was $245,547. If LBP is found in the bathroom, the City of Thorne Bay's equipment and personnel cannot be used, consequently, that will add to this cost estimate. Furthermore, if additional contamination is discovered on Site, or if ADEC or EPA requirements for cleanup of ACM or petroleum impacted soils change, the cost estimate may need to be revised. It is the City's hope that the work of completing the Assessment and ABCA will reveal that the site cleanup can be done for less than this recently estimated cost, especially if the City can perform as much of the work as possible. The City also understands that an award of services under this Program to complete the Assessment and develop the ABCA would likely be significantly less than the estimate to complete the site Cleanup shown above.  The City will be pleased with any additional ADEC services that can be employed to further the important work on getting this site cleaned up, whatever level of services is deemed appropriate by EPA and ADEC to address the current site needs. The City does not have experience in developing cost estimates for this type of work and will rely on ADEC for an award commensurate with the services required.
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Thorne Bay, AK 99919
Phone: 907-828-3915
	Text56: The City of Thorne Bay plans on reusing this site as an expansion of the Pearl Nelson Memorial Community Park which is adjacent to the Old Fire Hall. This expansion has the support of the Thorne Bay City Council, Thorne Bay School, the local churches and the community as a whole. This is an area that children and families gather to play and hold community events. After the proposed demolition and clean-up of The Old Fire Hall is completed, the city wishes to reroute the existing road that runs between the Old Fire Hall and the Pearl Nelson Park to the eastern perimeter of the old fire hall property and remove the short road that goes downhill toward the harbor. This will allow for an uninterrupted, enlarged park that can accommodate new playground equipment with the possibility of a foot trail down toward the harbor. The current and past City Administration agree, this vision of expanding the park is in alignment with the City's comprehensive plan. The Church of Thorne Bay has partnered with the city in constructing a wooden pavilion at the park. They were primarily responsible for the cost and labor involved. The church has future plans to add a fireplace onto the pavilion as well as assist the city in constructing new planter boxes. The city also plans to construct a new cement or rock retaining wall to replace the rotten log retaining wall currently in place and bring the ground up to grade. This will add a significant amount of usable real estate to the Park. There has also been past discussions about a new retaining wall being used as a "memorial wall" where people can install plaques commemorating their departed loved ones. A section of this memorial wall could be set aside for recognition of past and present community veterans. Site reuse conceptual drawings and plans have been articulated and included in previous applications to ADEC for this site. A copy of these previous plans shall be included with this application for reference.
	Text57: The city has a dedicated community development fund that can be expended in the reuse phase of the project. The City is also currently seeking grant opportunities for realignment of roads and reconstruction of infrastructure for the retaining walls as well as for purchasing new playground equipment. The Church of Thorne Bay plans to fund the pavilion improvements.
	Text58: The City has a fleet of heavy equipment including backhoes, loaders, excavators and dump trucks as well as heavy machinery operators, laborers, and access to resurfacing materials available to help with the redevelopment phase. The Church of Thorne Bay has volunteered labor for the construction of new planter boxes. The Thorne Bay School has expressed its support for the park expansion and will likely be willing to contribute volunteer labor.
	Text59: First and foremost, it would greatly benefit the community to remove this hazardous building which is located in such close proximity to a public park where children play almost every day. The imminent collapse of the Old Fire Hall poses a significant risk to life and safety. Also, the surrounding contaminated soil poses a danger to pets and could be migrating underground toward waters of the state. The building itself is boarded up but there is nothing else to keep people from coming into close contact to this danger. Secondly, the existing park is very small and does not serve the community or its central location as well as it could. The Park expansion would accommodate new and more complex playground equipment and provide more recreational space for kids to run and play. Some road design work needs to be completed in order to reroute the road in a way that would improve the safety and overall flow of traffic in the area. The park was named Pearl Nelson Community Park after a beloved community member as a Memorial, and it has been suggested that the city expand upon this idea and possibly incorporate a memorial wall as part of the new retaining wall that will need to be constructed.
	Text60: Attached is a copy of signed resolution 22-02-01-02 supporting the application to receive ADEC services for additional Brownfields assessment, cleanup planning, and cleanup of hazardous materials from the Old Fire Hall. This is the most recent Resolution committing support to this project.  This is a high priority for the City Council to get cleaned up and put the land back into a beneficial public use. Also attached, are letters of support from other members of the Community. 


	Group15: Choice2
	Group16: Choice1
	Group17: Choice2
	Text61: This site of the Old Fire Hall may be qualified as a historic property, likely being over 50 years old.  The history of the old building may be memorialized on a plaque as part of the reuse plan so residents of the City can read the interesting history of the site and the City in general, as they play and picnic at the newly created recreational facility created on the re-used site of the Old Fire Hall.
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	Group18: Choice1
	Text69: Some assessment work still needs to be performed in order to complete an Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA). The paint in the bathroom needs to be analyzed for lead. The location of the previously removed above ground storage tank needs to be determined, then heavy equipment is needed to dig to sufficient depths to determine the vertical and horizontal extent of the petroleum impacted soils. Then, depending on the extent of in-soil, underground migration, groundwater monitoring may be required. In this case, a drill rig will be necessary to install groundwater monitoring wells to assess potential groundwater contamination. Interior paint sampling for lead based paint cannot be conducted safely prior to demolition of the building. Furthermore, for the cleanup effort, NORTECH recommends the services of a structural engineer to determine if removal of CAB on any portion of the building would be safe. If the building is determined to be structurally unsound and in danger of imminent collapse, NORTECH recommends the City of Thorne Bay or the State of Alaska issue a demolition order for the building and follow 40 CFR §61.145(a)(3) and other applicable regulations for such circumstances. A certified contractor would then need to be hired to demolish the building. Once the building is removed then the extent of the soil contamination can be safely evaluated and the internal bathroom paint evaluated for lead.  These unknowns are currently complicating the completion of the ABCA and this is why the City of Thorne Bay is requesting additional ADEC assistance with Assessment activities as well as the completion of the ABCA once all assessment work has been completed and evaluated.  The City considers the development of the ABCA to be Cleanup Planning work and understands this must be completed prior to beginning actual Cleanup.  If the City is successful in being selected by ADEC for these additional services and, after completion of the ABCA, if funding is available in this program, the City would also like to considered for site Cleanup funding to begin actual cleanup work.   


