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January 11, 2022





RE:  Dennison Headwaters RRCS
Commissioner Corri A. Feige

400 Willoughby Ave. 5th floor

Juneau, AK 99801

Email:  corri.feige@alaska.gov
Dear Commissioner Feige, 

The Eagle Fish and Game Advisory Committee would like to voice our formal opposition to the State’s current plans to offer land for sale in the greater Dennison Headwaters area as part of their Remote Recreational Cabin Sites (RRCS) program. We oppose the lands sale and related actions as described in the Preliminary Decision Document title Dennison Headwaters Remote Recreational Cabin Sites, ADL 420909. DNR chose a very busy time for people in the Upper Tanana region when the majority of people here participate in many subsistence activities.  For DNR to choose this time frame for public comment from people that this program will affect so dramatically, is inappropriate and unjust.

The entire project area as identified in Attachment: A Vicinity Map of the Preliminary Decision is the traditional territory of the Upper Tanana region tribes. Tribes in this region are already suffering under increased pressure on their limited infrastructure and competition from highly resourced nonlocal resident and nonresident hunters. The project area is the longstanding tribal hunting and berry-picking territory. The increased density of privately held lands proposed in the Preliminary Decision are a direct threat to their traditional and customary uses. 

We support Northway Tribal member Bruce Ervin’s submitted public comments, and the Upper Tanana Forty Mile Advisory Committee letter. We agree with the Upper Tanana Forty Mile AC statement that, “When it comes to subsistence and recreation, the area that DNR has chosen for this program is absolutely in the middle of the highest use area for residents of the Upper Tanana region. This area is used by people from Tanacross, Tok, Tetlin, and Northway. Some of the uses include wood gathering, mushroom gathering, berry picking, moose hunting, caribou hunting, grouse hunting, bear hunting, and trapping. This area includes portions of three different active traplines. What this program will do is effectively take this very important area from the local people that use it now and sell it to 35 people that will have “ownership” in the area. The locals will be displaced.” The Upper Tanana residents will lose their multi-generational natural and renewable resources. This will negatively impact six Upper Tanana communities who depend on this area, and have a constitutional right per State law to equal access.

The Eagle Fish and Game Advisory Committee requests a meaningful tribal consultation and disclosure of how the proposed project area was selected. We also request that the public comment period be reopened and that face-to-face meetings be held in all the Upper Tanana communities, and tribal consultation be performed with the Upper Tanana Tribes before anything further is done on this project.  

Sincerely,


