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Alternate Scoring for English Learners with Disabilities Whose IEP or 504
Precludes Assessment in One or More Domain on WIDA's ACCESS for ELLs®

Alaska has established alternate scoring procedures to calculate an overall composite proficiency level
(CPL) for English learners (ELs) with a disability whose disability precludes their assessment in one or
more domain on WIDA’s ACCESS for ELLs®. The calculation of the CPL allows the student to be
considered for exit from EL status, as well as be included in calcutations for growth on the EL Progress
tndicator of our statewide accountability system, the System for School Success.

In determining which student situation might be eligible for alternate scoring, administrators and
teachers must determine that:

e The student has a documented disability or impairment (IEP or 504) applicable to the domain(s);

e Even with available accommodations, the student cannot engage with (access) the domain; and

e The 504 plan or IEP team, in consultation with the educator(s) supporting student’s English
language development, have established a need for a domain exemption.

It is essential that the team include participants who have the requisite knowledge of the child’s

English language development needs. The determination to exempt a domain must be documented and
approval for alternate scoring must be obtained from DEED.

Timeline for Applying for Alternate Scoring:

Sep 1-Dec31 Districts complete and submit the request for alternate scoring to DEED

Jan1l-Jan 31 DEED responds to district requests

Jan31-Mar1l Districts may appeal DEED’s decision

Feb 1~-Mar 31 Administer ACCESS for ELLs

Mid-late June DEED provides manually calculated overall proficiency level (CPL) to districts for
approved students
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Process for Applying for Alternate Scoring:

Step 1: Determine if the student for which you are applying for alternate scoring meets all three of the required
criteria listed on page 1.

Step 2: Watch the Alternate Scoring for ELs with Disabilities video and read through the FAQ on pages 3-5 of this

document.

Step 3: Complete the application by clicking the link below. Be prepared to provide the following information:

e District
e School
e AKSID

e Student name

e Student date of birth

e Student grade

e Primary disability

¢ Domain(s) in which the student is exempted
e Reason for exemption

Step 4: Use the button on the bottom of the application to submit the application securely through ZendTo.

Instructions for sending files securely through ZendTo can be found on pages 5-8 of this document.

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD APPLICATION

All cases of alternate scoring are subject to monitoring or review by the Alaska Department of Education and Early
Development.
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Frequently Asked Questions about Alternate Scoring

Q: Who are the candidates for alternate scoring?

A: Candidates for alternate scoring are English learners with a documented disability that does not allow them to
engage with the domain, even with available accommodations. For example, a student who is deaf might be
exempt from taking the listening domain or a student who is nonverbal might be exempt from taking the speaking
domain. However, a student with a speech impediment that hampers clear articulation, but engages in verbal
exchange, should participate in assessing her or his English speaking skills. A student who can access a domain,
even if supporting educators question the soundness of the subsequent scores due to the nature of a student’s
response, are not candidates for alternate scoring.

Q: Who should be part of the student team responsible for making the decision to exempt a student from a
domain and apply for alternate scoring?

A: 1t is recommended that the following members be included on the decision making team:

e At least one expert on the student’s English language acquisition

e At least one expert on the student’s special education goals and services

e At least one expert on the student’s general education content achievement

e At least one family member (and any requisite interpreters/cultural liaisons to ensure family members’
full participation in the team)

e Any related service providers who work with the student

Q: Can a student who is reading multiple grades below grade level be exempted from the reading domain?

A: A student may be excused from a domain only if he or she is unable to participate in that domain due to their
disability and not a lack of instruction or opportunity to learn. For example, it may be appropriate to exempt a
student who is blind and cannot read Braille from the reading domain. However, an English learner (EL) reading
below grade level is still a reader and would not qualify for an exemption. In some cases, recently arrived ELs have
had no previous language instruction, even in their native language, and so may just be beginning to develop
fundamental reading skills such as phonological awareness or decoding skills. These students would not qualify for
alternate scoring unless teams have evidence that it is the student’s disability that is causing their inability to
access the reading domain and not the student’s lack of previous instruction or opportunity.

Q: For a student to receive alternate scoring, should the decision to exempt the student from a particular
domain be documented?

A: Yes. It is the responsibility of the district to determine eligibility and to document the domain exemption.
Domain exemption decisions should be made and documented with input from Special Education leadership or
relevant 504 coordinators. All cases of alternate scoring are subject to monitoring by the Alaska Department of
Education and Early Development.

Q: Will 1 have to apply each year for the same student, even though their disability is unchanging?
A: Yes. Because IEP and 504 goals can change, you will have to apply each year.
Q: If a student is granted alternate scoring, how will the overall composite proficiency level (CPL) be calculated?

A: The CPL will be calculated using redistributed weighting. Currently, the listening and speaking domains each
account for 15% of the CPL. Reading and writing each account for 35%. The table below outlines the redistributed
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weights based on a single exempted domain. If more than one domain were exempted, a similar table would be
used.

Listening Speaking Reading Writing
" All domains 15% 15% 35% i 35%
(Nolistening [ X | 18% L a1% L A% |
NoSpeaking ~  18% X ' a1% A% |
NoReading |  23% | 23% | | 54%
NoWriting | 23%  23% | 4% [

Q: What is the exit criteria for a student who is granted alternate scoring?

A: The current statewide exit criteria, which applies to ALL English learners, is an overall composite proficiency
level of 4.5 or higher on tier B or tier C of ACCESS for ELLs.

A student with alternate scoring would exit English learner status if they met minimum overall composite score
after redistribution of the weights. Table 1 below shows an example of a student with alternate scoring for an
exemption in the speaking domain who met exit criteria. Table 2 shows a similar example for a student with
alternate scoring for an exemption in the reading domain who did not meet exit criteria.

Table 1 Listening Speaking Reading Writing
~ Score | 41 | X | 6.0 R e | 4.7

Table 2 Listening Speaking Reading Writing Overall
Score 1 41 | 3.8 [ETE '; | 4.0
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How to Drop-Off Files Securely Using ZendTo

1. Goto ZendTo (drop.state.ak.us/drop)
2. Click on “Drop-off”

3.

Anyane may perform the following activities:

Drop-off (uploadh a file for a State of Alaska user (email verification required)
m Pick-up {down/oa0) a fle dropped off for you

On the next page, enter in your name, your school district, and your email
Have you been given a "Request Code™? m
Your name: |] bn'eqw.-m’;
Your organization; | I
Your email address: [ ______ o _.]"eq."o:l
= = TT==

address.

4. At the bottom of the screen, you will be asked to confirm that you are a real person by clicking the Captcha

5.

box “I'm not a robot”, you may be asked to verify with photos.

|
Vm not a rebat

| now need to send you a confirmation ematl
\When you get it in a minute or two, click on the link in it

Send confirmation

Bepe

cnoo

Click “Send Confirmation”.

I'm not a robot

| now need to send you a confirmation email.
When you get it in a minute or two, click on the link in it

6. The next page confirms that an email has been sent to the email you entered from ZendTo. This email should

arrive just moments after this screen.

You may close this window.

You will be directed to the main menu in 28 moment.

Now wait for the email message from the Alaska ZendTo to arrive and click on the link in it.
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7. This is an example of what this email referenced above looks like. Click on link to be re-directed to the

This is an attomated message sent 1o you by the Alaska ZendTo service.

Name:

Organization:

Email:

‘You bave asked us to send you this message so that you can drop-off some files for someone.
IGNORE THIS MESSAGE IF YOU WERE NOT IMMEDIATELY EXPECTING IT!

Otherwise, continue the process by clicking the following link {or copying and pasting it into your web browser):

WLM;:I( op/dropefLphptauth=e3aSba8906486121776ce WHaTIGILOL

Copyright © 2018 ZendTo | About Alaska ZendTa
This service 1s powered by a copy of Zead Ta

ZendTo site.
8. Inthe pop up window under “Name”, type “EL Alternate Score Request”. For “Email”, type

EL.AlternateScoring@alaska.gov.

Add Recipients

Nama: | Retds to your address book |
Emait; |

] raeces M

The recipient will appear in the ‘To’ field.

Fromc

[ _//
To:

I B

Short note to the Reciplents:

fi

9. Attach the file you wish to send by dragging the file onto the screen or clicking “Click to Add Files or Drag
Them Here.”

[rutas e
e, i it o i
st L

I e
bt UL T e P

D e
iy pchintes P sm sl 04 Dhivm 13

10. If you choose to click to Add Files, then select the file you wish to send.
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[8 Fevieas L vwes (e e =
@Q'\z' » Cempu_ b SQLAszAzsments (Vierdinugh-nalATUSASASTASSESSRENTS) (1) » -l 3 | Secick SGLdsessezais 2 P
Organize » New folder =~ 8l 6
Js Fali12-13 SRM Files * Name - Date modified 1=
B Desktop .
|+ AecessFrontEnds 1/16/2015 956 AM
2 Uibrad 11 ARRA, 12/10/2018 2:50 Py
ﬁﬁ D""E s g . Centes On Edy. Policy 1241072014 1:24 PN
.ﬁ Mw.me |, Districtlplesds 12/10/2014 250 P
= Pi:: |, FTP bookmarks 12/10/2914 2:50 P
% Vid . ie Mﬁwﬂm 1271072014 2:50 PN
d €0s
B Migraat OASIS check 3/5/2015 1109 AM
= C 1 MigramEd 1241072014 1:25 PN
.5 Comput
o :ml l':i’sk © 11 OASIS 3j6/2025 750 AN
- ey J: 0DM 121052014 239 P
&) em Resarved (D: o
4 Repon Card 37472015 8:29 AM
Lu® sasi (\eedjnugb- TLS) (G
::- L L U (-‘)lH.) I\ Secure 12/26/2014 839 AN
S . SLEDS_ANSWERS 124102014 2:50 Pk
(z® SQLAS! ts (\\eadj S\SASIASSESSMENTS) -
‘f thI. n:‘m (:\::zj)n\.l;b-nlz\ﬂ. 2 £ [ Adobe Acrobat X Pro 3/24/2012 244 PN
Sip - — R — .
Fils name w Al Fles (‘;'}_ Py =h :1
[[open I [ Cance |

11. After you select a file, it will appear under Filename. Follow steps 9 and 10 for each file you wish to send.

Filename Size Description
1. 1002.67 GED Support.pdf / 597.0k8 | | %
597.0KB/ 10240 MB

12. Should your file include Personally Identifiable Information (Pll) choose box next to “Encrypt every file”, and
leave other boxes checked.

ncrypt every file
| Calculate SHA-256 checksum of each file
| Send me an email when each recipient picks up the files
=] Send email message 1o recipients
| which includes Passcode as well as Claim ID

13. If encrypting, choose a passphrase that is at least 10 digits long. You will enter it twice.

Encryption Passphrase

This pazsphroze will not be senl lo the recipients,

And again: I l

3 Hide characters

=)

14. Email the passphrase to EL.AlternateScoring@alaska.gov.
15. After you are finished uploading files, you may choose to write a short note to the recipient(s) in the box.

When you are finished, click ‘Drop off Files’.
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D Encrypt every file

F Calculate SHA-256 checkswm of each file

[Z18end me an email when each recipient picks up the files
] Send e-malt message to recipicnis

Elwhich includes Passcode as well as Claim ID

16. You will receive a notice of drop-off summary when items have been dropped.

Drop-Off Summary
Your files have been aem succesalutly
Tt dezp oM ia encrpated with 2 pavishroze kncan oaly o The seede
Filename e ‘SHA-258 Checksum Deseription

apry IRCATAIITY
, on my honordoox 244K8 e et avizse e

—

o of e Gles haa beery pickied-up yer.

Note: If the file does not load when you hit the 'Drop Off File' button you may need to turn off the "pop-up
blocker" in your Internet browser. If you turn off the "pop-up blocker' and the file still does not load, try a

different web browser.
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