Togiak Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
November 9, 2009

6:00 p.m., Togiak Senior Center

Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m.

Present were Peter Lockuk, Sr., Julius Henry, Frank Logusak, Joe Andrew, John Nick – enough for a quorum.

Andrew deValpine, ADF&G Boards from Dillingham. By telephone, Jim Woolington, ADF&G Wildlife Conservation, and Andy Aderman, US Fish and Wildlife Service.

Minutes from Jan. 29 meeting read and approved.

Elections were held. Peter Lockuk Sr., was nominated to replace George Smith Jr. Motion adopted by Julius Henry and seconded by James Bavilla. Approved by unanimous consent.
Peter Lockuk moved and Julius Henry seconded that Frank Logusak be nominated to his seat. Approved by unanimous consent.

Frank Logusak moved and Henry Julius seconded that John Nick be elected to replace Posen Alexei. Approved by unanimous consent.

Big Game report – Jim Woolington and Andy Aderman
Two week winter hunt coming up between Dec. 1-Jan. 31, dates depending on when there is good travel time and to be agreed upon among Togiak AC, Togiak National Wildlife Refuge, Togiak Traditional Council and ADF&G.

14 fall moose-hunt harvest reports have not been sent in; Peter Lockuk will try to get the people to send them in.
17 moose taken by local residents in last hunt; 11 taken by non-residents.

Only fly-in area is five miles east of Togiak River and Togiak Lake. 
No good information on composition of  moose populations. Seeing lots of bulls and calves. No concern that bulls and calves are in short supply. 

Counts are not carried out in the autumn because of unreliable snow-cover.

From radio collaring, managers have good numbers on calf survival. Calf-cow ratio is among the highest in the state.
On Goodnews River drainage, the last count showed 142 moose, up from 113. Only counted four moose in Kanektok and Uralik rivers. Most ever counted there is 10. Moose have continued to increase in Goodnews drainage. There was a fall hunt this year and 10-11 moose were caught.

USF&WS is trying to put together a meeting with Quinhagak. Quinhagak wants to see more area open for hunting, but most moose counted that way is 10; most years less than 10.

Togiak AC: If we send a letter from tribal government here, I’m sure their IRA will say we are trying to boss them around, but I think it would be more appropriate to get their population to grow, get a video report from Togiak and Goodnews Bay on how we started participating with Fish and Game and Togiak National Wildlife Refuge. Togiak River hardly had any moose because we did not work with you. Our elders told us to work with you and quit hunting, and that’s when the population started to grow. Same with Goodnews. I think these Quinhagak people need to hear from the village side; they will start listening.
USF&WS would like to work with Togiak AC on that video.

A hunt for cows could be opened when the population reaches 1400. Will be interesting to see what the population is this winter. It’s been increasing every year. A hunt on both sexes would entail a proposal to Board of Game. Would be a limited hunt.

Regarding increasing limits on bear hunt – would have to be a proposal to Board of Game. 
Regarding collaring of moose – Nine bulls collared in 1998; last one died one and a half years ago. No plans to collar bulls, just cows.
Nushagak Peninsula caribou herd numbering about 550 animals. Has remained around this number for past three years.

Fish and Game proposals

Proposal 13 – Support, 5-0.

Discussion: It would be like a refuge. If our area wasn’t a refuge, our river would be filled with lodges to Togiak Lake, and millionaires would fish the river out. It would be another blanket of protection.

Proposal 12 – Support, 5-0
Proposal 10 – Motion to adopt fails, 5-0


Discussion: Rainbows move around and could be adversely affected by this.

Proposal 9 – Supports, 6-0

Proposals 1, 2 and 3  --- Support, 6-0


Discussion: John Bavilla, who also serves on the Nushagak AC, says 
the two ACs normally support each other.
Proposals 4, 5 and 6 – No action.

Proposal 7 – Supports, 6-0.

Proposals 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 – Opposes 0-6.
Proposal 22 – Supports, 6-0

Proposal 23 – Supports, 6-0 (John B moves, Peter Lockuk seconds).
Proposal 24 – Supports, 4-2 ((John B moves, Peter Lockuk seconds).


Discussion:  Would limit harvest so people would not plug the processors as quickly.
Proposal 25 – Motion to adopt fails.

Proposal 26 – Opposed, 0-5 (Peter Lockuk moves, seconded by Julious Henry).
Proposals 27, 28 – Opposed, 0-6 (John B moves, seconded by Peter Lockuk).

Proposals 29, 30 – Opposed, 0-6 (John B moves, seconded by Peter Lockuk).
Proposal 31 – Opposed, 0-6 (John B moves, seconded by Peter Lockuk).

Proposals 32, 33, 34 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 – No action.

Proposal 40 – Supports, 6-0 (John B moves, seconded by Peter.

Proposal 41 – No action.

Proposals 42, 4,. 44 and 45 – No action.

Five-minute break.
Back in session at 9:15.

A deValpine presents on the proposed changes for the Board of Game meeting schedules. Frank L recommends the council put aside any decision until the rest of the board has returned.

Julius Henry moves to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

