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CULTURAL RESOURCE CONSULTANTS LLC 

3504 East 67th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 

(907) 349-3445

Literature Review for the City and Borough of Sitka Critical Secondary Water Supply Project 

Introduction 

The following briefly summarizes the results of a cultural resources literature review for the City 
and Borough of Sitka (CBS) Critical Secondary Water Supply project located at the north end of 
Sawmill Cove, southeast of the city of Sitka in USGS Quadrangle Sitka A-4 SW in Section 34 of 
Township 55 South, Range 64 East, Copper Meridian (Figures 1 and 2).   

Project Description 

The CBS is proposing to construct a Critical Secondary Water (CSW) Supply Facility to provide 
an additional water treatment method, when the hydropower penstock is out of service for  

Figure 1.  Project location. 
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Figure 2.  Project vicinity and previously reported AHRS sites. 

inspection or maintenance or when the turbidity of water delivered from the penstock exceeds 
allowable maximums and needs to be filtered. The CSW Supply Facility is needed because 
although Blue Lake generally supplies very good water, requiring only chlorination and 
ultraviolet disinfection, water turbidity levels periodically exceed maximum allowable levels. 
The CSW would be operated when needed (when the penstock is offline for maintenance and 
during turbidity events).The CSW Supply Facility would include: 

24 inch tall intake cone with a diameter of about 96 inches installed in Sawmill Creek in 
a pooling area about100 feet upstream of the utility bridge (Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities Bridge Number 1485). A rotating brush will keep the 
screen and base clear from silt and debris build up. 
Approximately 130 feet of 30 inch intake piping running between the intake and a wet 
well. About 80 feet of the line would be under water supported with concrete blocks 
embedded 2 feet below the creek bed. About 50 feet of pipe between the edge of the 
stream and the wet well would be below ground surrounded by bedding and pipe zone 
material, topped with insulation board, backfill, base course, and leveling course, where 
needed. 
A wet well (8 foot diameter concrete manhole) located onshore. The bottom of the wet 
well and intake pipe would be set 20 feet below existing grade and 7 feet below low 
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water to allow water to flow by gravity into the wet well during all expected creek 
conditions. 
About 60 feet of new 24 inch raw water line between the wet well and the existing raw 
water line to the BLWTP and UV Disinfection Facility. The water line would be trenched 
underground, as described above. 
About 135 feet of 24 inch raw water line between the existing raw water line and the 
CSW Supply Facility building. 
About 54 feet of 24 inch treated water line between the UV Disinfection Facility and the 
CSW Supply Facility building. 
A new single story 6,000 square feet pre engineered metal CSW Supply Facility building 
located about 32 feet east of the UV Disinfection Facility. The building house a package 
microfiltration membrane filtration system for filtering raw water. 

A drinking water backwash handling and disposable system including 120 feet of new 8 inch 
storm drain piping and a replacement catch basin manhole for treated backwash disposal via an 
existing marine outfall. 

A new diesel generator to provide power when needed. 
New fencing around the site. 

During construction, vegetation and debris would be cleared from the intake area, an abandoned 
water line located north of Sawmill Creek Road would be removed, and about 130 feet of 
existing fencing along the east side of the UV facility would be removed. An abandoned fire 
hydrant, fire main, power pole and any vegetation and debris would be removed and an area of 
about 120 feet by 150 feet adjacent to the UV Disinfection facility would be graded and leveled 
for the CSW Supply Facility building. 

Known Sites in the General Project Area 

There are no previously reported sites within the proposed project area, although the area does 
not appear to have been archaeologically surveyed.  There are four previously reported sites in 
the general vicinity of the project.  All four sites have been determined not eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places (National Register) (see Figure 2).   

SIT-00708, Sawmill Creek Road Bridge The Sawmill Creek Bridge is a 165-foot long 2-span 
steel stringer bridge.  It is 32 feet wide, with a roadway width of 30 feet.  The spans are 80 feet 
each.  The bridge has a reinforced concrete cast-in-place deck structure, monolithic concrete 
deck with an asphalt wear surface, and reinforced concrete curbs.  The structure was constructed 
between 1961-2 by the Department of Commerce Bureau of Public Roads, Region 10.  It was an 
Alaskan Forest Highway Project 11-1(2) built on plan FP 61.  The area around the bridge is 
heavily forested and undeveloped on the north end.  The structure spans Sawmill Creek and is 
adjacent to the Sawmill Cove Industrial Park and the current city and hydroelectric operations. 

The Sawmill Creek Road Bridge was recommended Not Eligible for the National Register, and 
the state historic preservation office (SHPO) concurred. 
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SIT-00792, Alaska Pulp Mill Administration Building – This building is known as the 
International Style, characterized by a rectangular form, horizontal emphasis, flat roof, and 
smooth exterior surface.  This two-story structure is located at the north end of the Sawmill Road 
project in the former Alaska Pulp Mill complex.  It is currently being used as a commercial space 
for the new Sawmill Industrial Park being developed by the Borough of Sitka.  The 
Administration Building is a two-story, 248’x57’ rectangular, composition layered, flat roofed 
building oriented east-west.  All elevations are clad with composite wood siding.  The windows 
are mixed sliding and double-paned aluminum.  The north elevation has a metal door on the right 
quadrant of the first floor and six windows across the second story.  The east elevation is 
asymmetrical, with four windows on the second floor.  The south elevation has double metal 
doors near the south corner and six windows on the second floor.  The west elevation has center 
entry protocol, 18 windows, and two metal doors on the ground floor. The current structure has 
had additions to the original structure in 1975, and at this time a sectional second story was 
added. 

This building was recommended not eligible for the National Register due to the loss of integrity 
from modifications.  The SHPO concurred with this finding. 

SIT-00935, Dairy Road – This abandoned 400 foot segment of road is located along a proposed 
bike trail between Silver Bay and Sawmill Bay Road, about 1000 feet south of Sawmill Cove 
Industrial Park.  It is 10-15 feet in width.  Because the remaining road segment had no known 
significant associations with events, trends, or people and it did not retain historic integrity, the 
site was recommended not eligible for the National Register, and the SHPO concurred. 

This site appears to be improperly plotted on the AHRS (see Figure 2).  The portion reported is 
south of the industrial park, and the AHRS map plots it extending all the way to the Sawmill 
Creek Road Bridge. 

SIT-01074, Alaska Pulp Company Mill Dock Remains – The former Alaska Pulp Company Mill 
dock remains are located along the west side of Sawmill Cove, east of Sitka.  This site consists of 
five separate structures that represent the remains of three former mill docks: the Utility Dock, 
the Oil Unloading Dock, and the Railcar Loading/Unloading Facility.  These features are all 
within the Gary Paxton Industrial Park (Sawmill Cove Industrial Park).  The site was 
recommended not eligible for the National Register, due to lack of historic significance and 
integrity, and the SHPO concurred. 

Previous Research 

There have been three previous cultural resource investigations near proposed project.  Two 
have focused on upgrades to Sawmill Creek Road, and a third was focused on the construction of 
a new dock in the Gary Paxton Industrial Park.  In 2003, Charles Mobley (2003) conducted a
survey of a section of Sawmill Creek Road extending from Sitka to the Sawmill Creek Bridge.
Changes to the scope of work led to a second survey by Michael Kell (2012) in 2011. Kell
evaluated two sites near the Gary Paxton Industrial Park: Sawmill Creek Bridge (SIT-00708)
and the Alaska Pulp Company Administration Building (SIT-00792). Kell recommended that
both sites were not eligible for the National Register. He determined that the Administration
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Building “has local and regional significance under Criteria A, B, and C, but does not retain
sufficient integrity to be recommended as eligible…” (Kell 2012:iii).  In 2017, Cultural 
Resource Consultants (CRC) archaeologist Aubrey Morrison documented SIT-01074 (Morrison 
and Yarborough 2017).   
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