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From Duvall, Shina A (DNR) Date    Thursday, August 06, 2015 3:27:50 PM 

To Wolforth, Tom R (MVA); Nutt, Jennifer N 2LT USARMY NG AKARNG (US) 

(jennifer.n.nutt2.mil@mail.mil) (jennifer.n.nutt2.mil@mail.mil) 

Cc 
 

Subject Bird-Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard EA 

 
Hi Tom & Jennifer, 
 
Thank you for notifying our office of your intent to prepare the subject EA. At this time, we don’t have 
any specific comments since your correspondence notes that the Guard is planning to conduct 
inventory, evaluation, and consultation pursuant to Section 106. 
 
I would be the appropriate first point of contact here in our office. Please let me know if you have any 
questions or would like to discuss this further as you move forward. 
 
Best regards, 
Shina 
 
Shina duVall, RPA 
Archaeologist, Review and Compliance Coordinator 
Alaska State Historic Preservation Office / Office of History and Archaeology 
550 W. 7th Ave., Suite 1310 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
907-269-8720 (phone) 907-269-8908 (fax) 
shina.duvall@alaska.gov 
 
 
  

mailto:shina.duvall@alaska.gov
















 

Memorandum of Record 

Date:   August 17, 2015 

Re: Native Village of Eklutna comments on BASH EA invitation to consult 

 

 

Marc Lemoreaux phoned me (Tom Wolforth) on August 17 in response to the AKARNG letter 

(dated July 27, 2015) to the Native Village of Eklutna: invitation to consult on the proposed 

activities associated with BASH Environmental Assessment at Bryant Army Airfield for the 

Alaska Army National Guard on JBER.  Mr. Lemoreaux is the Director of the Land and 

Environment Department for the Native Village of Eklutna.  We spoke about the BASH EA and 

some other items. 

 

Mr. Lemoreaux mentioned that the Native Village of Eklutna receives many notices from many 

agencies similar to the one that we sent.  Consequently, those get filtered and only a limited 

number get presented to the council for consideration.  The BASH EA invitation to consult was 

not brought before the council.  Based on Mr. Lemoreaux’s knowledge, experience, and position 

in the tribe, he provided these comments: 

 

 They are always against cutting trees, especially when that resource is wasted. 

 Trees are not merely natural resources.  They are integrated into the cultural fabric of native 

peoples, and considered a cultural resource, too.  As is wildlife. 

 It would be good if AKARNG could collect felled trees and distribute that resource to those 

that could use it. 

 Other than pointing out the cultural element of the flora and fauna, there was no mention of 

cultural resources that might be present within the BASH EA impact area. 

 Mr. Lemoreaux added that if AKARNG is proposing to shoot birds as part of the BASH 

program, then please consider working with Native Village of Eklutna members to do that. 

 
 

 



From: Nutt, Jennifer N 1LT USARMY NG AKARNG (US) 

<jennifer.n.nutt2.mil@mail.mil> 

Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2015 11:24 AM 

To: McConnell, Guy 

Subject: FW: EPA scoping comments regarding BASH EA 

 

Please review and we can discus further 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Curtis, Jennifer [mailto:Curtis.Jennifer@epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 3:08 PM 
To: Nutt, Jennifer N 1LT USARMY NG AKARNG (US) <jennifer.n.nutt2.mil@mail.mil> 
Subject: EPA scoping comments regarding BASH EA 
 
Dear Lieutenant Nutt, 
 
  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide early comments on the proposed Alaska Army National Guard 
Environmental Assessment for the BASH program for the Bryant Army Airfield.  Our primary concern at 
this time is the future investigation and potential action for AT029 Ruff Road Fire Training Area, which 
appears to be located in the proposed northern Clear Zone area.  ATO29 is a former fire training area 
where POLs, brake fluid, and solvents were burned within a 50-ft. diameter unlined, earthen pit. A 2013 
Site Characterization confirmed GRO/DRO but also higher than expected VOC concentrations.  In 
addition, the cumulative carcinogenic risks were determined to be above the State of Alaska risk standard 
for indoor air pathway.  The primary risk drivers were identified as tricholorethylene (TCE), ethylbenzene, 
xylenes, and 1,2,4-trimethylbenezene (1,2,4-TMB).  Additionally, AT029 Ruff Road Fire Training Area will 
undergo investigation for the presence of perfluorinated compounds (aqueous firefighting foams) within 
the next few years. We request that the Army National Guard consider these potential contaminated 
areas when developing the proposed project and alternatives. 
 
  
 
If you have any questions concerning our scoping comments, please do not hesitate to contact me. We 
look forward to working with you on this Environmental Assessment and any CERCLA-related issues if 
they arise.  
 
  
 
_____________________________ 
 
Jennifer Curtis, NEPA Reviewer 
 
US EPA-Alaska Operations Office 
 
222 West 7th Avenue, #19 
 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 
 
Phone: 907-271-6324 
 
Fax: 907-271-3424 
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
 
Actions taken by AKARNG with regard to both Section 106 and tribal consultation conducted in 
association with the Bird-Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard Environmental Assessment at Bryant Army 
Airfield, Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson 
 
Tom Wolforth, AKARNG Cultural Resources Manager and Tribal Liaison 
July 11, 2018 
 
Consultation with Alaska State Historic Preservation Office 
 
AKARNG conducted and contracted to be conducted archaeological and historical architectural surveys 
for the Bryant Army Airfield.  Information from those surveys and evaluations were used to make a 
determination that the actions associated with the Bird-Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard at Bryant Army 
Airfield, Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson would not adversely affect historic properties.  AKARNG 
consulted with the Alaska State Historic Preservation Office (AKSHPO), and the AKSHPO concurred with 
this determination, with one stipulation: 
 

“However, should unidentified archaeological resources be discovered during removal of 
trees and plants within the APE, work must be interrupted until the resources have been 
evaluated in terms of the National Register of Historic Places eligibility criteria (36 CFR 60.4) 
or the Alaska Landmarks Register in consultation with our office.” 

 
AKARNG actions taken 

 
The AKARNG Integrated Cultural Resource Management Plan (ICRMP) identifies modes of 
operation for activities such as the one identified as a concern of AKSHPO above: inadvertent 
discoveries.  In addition to following those protocols, AKARNG is conducting these additional 
actions for the Bird-Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard Plan: 

 
• The AKARNG Cultural Resource Manager will attend the Bryant Army Airfield management 

meetings on a regular basis to ensure awareness of BASH Plan activities. 
• The BAAF Management will ensure that contract stipulations and internal maintenance and 

development actions associated with BASH Plan will include review and discussion with the 
AKARNG Cultural Resource Manager. 

• The AKARNG Cultural Resource Manager will assist BAAF Management in writing work plans 
for BASH Plan actions.  These will focus on ensuring that archaeological monitoring of these 
actions will be conducted appropriately and pursuant to state and federal laws referenced in 
the Bird-Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard Environmental Assessment at Bryant Army Airfield, 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson.   

• The AKARNG may conduct those monitoring actions, or that may be contracted out. 
• If cultural resources are identified during that monitoring, actions taken will be in full 

compliance with state and federal cultural resources laws. 
• Reports on the reasons, methods, and results of that monitoring will be submitted to the 

Alaska State Historic Preservation Office, and included in routine documentation with the 
National Guard Bureau. 
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Consultation with Native Village of Eklutna 
 
AKARNG consulted with the Native Village of Eklutna regarding potential concerns on the historically 
native lands for the Bird-Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard Environmental Assessment at Bryant Army 
Airfield, Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson.  The Native Village of Eklutna expressed these concerns:  
• They are always against cutting trees, especially when that resource is wasted. 
• Trees are not merely natural resources.  They are integrated into the cultural fabric of native 

peoples, and considered a cultural resource, too.  As is wildlife. 
• It would be good if AKARNG could collect felled trees and distribute that resource to those that 

could use it. 
• Other than pointing out the cultural element of the flora and fauna, there was no mention of 

cultural resources that might be present within the BASH EA impact area. 
• They added that if AKARNG is proposing to shoot birds as part of the BASH program, then please 

consider working with Native Village of Eklutna members to do that. 
 

AKARNG actions taken 
 

AKARNG researched opportunities to distribute felled trees and spent animals and eggs 
that may occur during the Bird-Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard process.  That information was 
provided to the Native Village of Eklutna in a letter dated July 10, 2018 (included elsewhere in the 
Bird-Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard Environmental Assessment at Bryant Army Airfield, Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson).  The AKARNG Cultural Resource Manager will work with BAAF 
Management to ensure these activities will be carried out. 




