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ORDER CERTI .. YING THE CHANGES TO 
REGULATIONS OF THE REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

The attached 8 pages of regulations, dealing with annual ongoing reporting obligations 
(3 AAC 47, 3 AAC 52, and 3 AAC 53), are certified to be a correct copy of the regulation 
changes that the Regulatory Commission of Alaska adopted at its May 17, 2017, meeting, 
under the authority of AS 42.05 .151 and after compliance with the Administrative 
Procedure Act (AS 44.62), specifically including notice under AS 44.62.190 and 
44.62.200 and opportunity for public comment under AS 44.62.210. 

This action is not expected to require an increased appropriation. 

On the record, in considering public comments, the Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
paid special attention to the cost to private persons of the regulatory action being taken. 

The regulation changes described in this order take effect on the 30th day after they have 
been filed by the lieutenant governor, as provided in AS 44.62.180. 

Date: J vl\C.. 2~ ' ZD l Z 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Robert M. Pickett, Chairman 

FILING CERTIFICATION 

I, Byron Mallett, Lieutenant Governor for the State of Alaska, certify that on 

(j p~ \9, , 20 \ 't at b \> .m., I filed the attached regulations 

according to the provisions of AS 44.62.0::~ 

Effective: 

Register: 

~IM~lC (31 ~ IT 

.Zttf/ tffiVHJ.t;~ 2-0\8 



201~0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

The introductory language of 3 AAC 47.060 is amended to read: 

3 AAC 47.060. Annual reporting requirements. On or before April 30 of each 

year [WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER THE FILING WITH THE COMMISSION OF THE 

ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRED BY AS 42.05.451 (b) AND AS 42.06.430(7)], a 

regulated utility or pipeline carrier shall file with the commission, in accordance with 

3 AAC 48.095, on a form provided by the commission, a report containing 

(Eff. 10/21/92, Register 124; readopt 12/1/95, Register 136; am 11/6/2016, Register 

220; am _lL/~/.'.20 17, Register U'() 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.254 AS 42.06.286 

AS 42.05.151 AS 42.06.140 

3 AAC 52.390(m) is amended to read: 

(m) On or before April 30 [MARCH 31] of each year, an interexchange carrier 

not eligible to register under 3 AAC 52.358 shall file, in accordance with 3 AAC 

48.095, a financial report of the carrier's intrastate interexchange operations in the state 

for the previous calendar year. Non-interexchange operations must be excluded from 

the financial report. The financial report must include the following detailed information~ 
()" 

[REGARDING] ~ 

cy t.aiJ~/ 
(1) the beginning and end-of-year balances of {Ggoss REVENUES;]· ~ ~ 

(A) gross plant in service; 
~)j) 

(8) net plant in service; 

(C) inventory; 

1 



Register 2:1.'I , :J40ll•"J 201~0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

(0) prepayments; 

(E) current assets; 

(F) deferred tax assets: 

(G) long-term debt; 

(H) current liabilities; 

(I) deferred tax liabilities; and 

J 

(2) from the income statement [SALE FOR RESALE REVENUES;] 
2-. tw.JJO'M ~~ ')J 

(A) retail revenues; ~ 

(B) revenues from resale; 

(C) access revenues: 

(0) uncollectible revenue; 

(E) gross operating revenue; 

(F) operating expenses; 

(G) interest on long-term debt; 

(H) current tax expense; and 

(I) net income: and.A :<D 
u l2xiU ~ 1/1 ._,._,,, 

(3) end-of- ear customer metric 

REVENUES; ANDr 

(A) number of customers; and 

(Bl number of residential customerst A 

~4) DIRECTORY ASSISTANCE REVENUEV") uz.M.~~,(,;,) 

2 



Register 22<{ , .Turu4a ':J 2011£0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

3 AAC 52.390 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(p) On or before July 1 each year, to satisfy the annual operations reporting 

obligation under AS 42.05.451 (b), 

(1) a publicly held intrastate interexchange carrier, including a subsidiary 

of a publicly held corporation/\shall file{in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095fits Securities 
, i-1 l.&o.>~11) 

~ 
and Exchange Commission Form 10-K Annual Report as of the end of the preceding 

fiscal year; 

(2) a privately held intrastate interexchange carrier shall file/in 

accordance with 3 AAC 48.095(a full and complete annual report of the company's 

financial condition and operations on a stand-alone basis, if available, or on a 

consolidated basis at the parent company level as of the end of the preceding fiscal 
: > OL5 fofli:>~'i; 

year .r-------- r *tL C4rrle.r0 
,., A) ! carrier ·.vhesfr financial statements are audited in the ordinary 
'-'> ~ ~....:i.rrl ct.r sh~dl (1~·..a. CArrie.r•.?) 

course of business provide a copy of tfs audited financial statement, 

accompanied by a copy of a management letter issued by the independent , 
V<~~ ~t· 

certified public accountant that performed the company's financial audit! The 

carrier ~wWmake its audit and related work papers and financial infor~~tion 
f\ O \- aA.Jol--1h bi.A • ...r'l. tn <'~~~t-ly 

has been subject to review by an independent certified public accountant, 

accompanied by an officer certification that the carrier was not audited in the 

ordinary course of business for the preceding fiscal yearfand that the reported 

3 



Register 2.2... l( , . fl,,V]~ 201~0MMERCE , COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 
U'l" /~~ 

data is accurat~The carrier~ make the review and related work papers and 

financial inform~tion available upon request by the commission; %he1 vai~e· 
If ""1.A.. c..,,.rrle.r 's ~ *-.:i. c.:...rrier's 

~~::~""~:,~~{.o.Jlh (C) carrier provide a copy of financial statement 
CJI'" iA.J.-4.f~~+ly 
r<"?..Y ie...r..Jtd 11"\ ~-L containing a comparative balance sheet, income statement, and statement of 

rdJ"o.r 
of 6 s: 
thR... 

CA (.)r,,·IL 
cash flows, accompanied by an officer certification that the carrier was not 

audited ~ts financial statements reviewed by an independent certified 

public accountant in the ordinary course of business for the preceding fisca l year r 
(/{i/u1>..1vt..C..VK)J.J ~ 

and that the reported data is accuratet f he carrier c:illsfmake its underlying 
/ , 
, ) 

records and other financial information available upon request by the 

commission. (Eff. 3/16/91, Register 117; am 7/8/93, Register 127; am 9/1/2002, 

Register 163; am 5/18/2003, Register 166; am 8/27/2004, Register 171; am 

9/16/2005, Register 175; am 10/6/2013, Register 208; am 8/1/2015, Register 
( IA-""'- 10/?-7fr0 17, 'Re..<'lii st·,,r 22J.ii) ); 

215; am 11/6/2016, Register 220; am _1L/_J2.._/ J~ 17 , Register z2~) 
Ii 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.800 

AS 42.05.145 AS 42.05.291 

3 AAC 53.290(i) is amended to read: 

(i) On or before April 30 [MARCH 31] of each year, in accordance with 3 AAC 

48.095, a local exchange carrier shall file a financial report of the carrier's operations in 

the state for the previous calendar year. The carrier's out-of-state operations must be 

excluded from the financial report. The carrier's financial report must include the 

following detailed information regarding its local exchange operations: 

(1) the beginning and end-of-year balances of ~ROSS REVEMUE;T-

4 



Register 2Z.l( , . ~nLAa.":j 201 t _COMMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. -0 
(A) gross plant in service; 

(8) net plant in service; 

(C) inventory: 

(0) prepayments: 

(E) current assets; 

(F) deferred tax assets; 

(G) long-term debt; 

(H) current liabilities; 

(I) deferred tax liabilities; and 

(J) shareholder equityr(G~os.s f<£.YE.NufJ,; ) 

(2) from the income statement SALE FOR RESALE REVENUE;] 
({l .Jbof,;J.,/ . .t.MA.d• .. ~/l~"'JI. )} J------7 

(A) retail revenues; 

(8) revenues from resale: 

(C) access revenues; 

(D) billing and collection revenues; 

(E) directory revenues; 

(Fl uncollectible revenue; 

(G) gross operating revenue; 

(H) operating expenses; 

(I) interest on long-term debt; 

(J) current tax expense; and 

(K) net income; and v 
/I 

end-of-year customer metrics1,AccESS CHARGE REVENUE,t 
~ ~ td.Rrof.J..j»Mal.v..&~ )J) 

5 



201tsOMMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

(A) number of customers; and 

B number of residential customers ·I AC:Cc.s .r; r_HAl<~f- 1<£.Yf.NvE..; 

~4) BILLING AND COLLECTION REVENUE; AND 

(5) DIRECTORY ASSISTANCE REVENU'l§) 
(q~~JJ) 

3 AAC 53.290 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

(k) On or before July 1 each year, to satisfy the annual operations reporting 

obligation under AS 42.05.451(b}-._ 
_, 

(1) a publicly held local exchange carrier, including a subsidiary of a 

publicly held corporation shall file,iin accordance with 3 AAC 48.095fes Securities and 
/~ (.tLtw;(A.c-~,11/ 

Exchange Commission ~orm 10-K Annual ~eport as of the end of the preceding fiscal 

year; 

(2) a privately held local exchange carrier shall file/in accordance with 

3 AAC 48.095(afull and complete annual report of the company's financial condition 

and operations on a stand-alone basis if available, or on a consolidated basis at the 

parent company lev of the end of the re · fiscalysiar : ., 11.l -follcw.s: 
-- - I t A t 'I '.., .. +1. · urrl .e.r CfF +k.t_ ~r U i.:s 11itul S~'<t.; 4 -pe · ~l'WI of c ri c..U l I.I f ".>.J • v+llifll.S -., ~ 

(A)J a recipient of loans from thef ural · · ' Service (RUS) shall 

~-:-:-~~....r;..:r.;;o=-:v:-:=id~e~a::--.:;co~p~y~of its RUS Operating Report for Telecommunications Borrowers 
i\urcJ o+"1 l;+1e..s Servit.:;t.; (iir~111 ~ 

as 1 e with the s, The carrier~ make ·its underlying audit and related 
<.\ v Gl.'.il t...b ! <t 

work papers a~inancial information upon re uest by the commission; 
',f -g,m J Ut·i l i-''rq:sr~\ c.<t 

-'it-~--r:>r-ri-e-r'-s (B) a carrier~ is not a recipient of loans from the _ and 
____ _...- ::; > 4k.t.. r_.::.rrt c.r ~1-tcJ I 

Wflie5e financial statements are audited in the ordinary course of business 
( -+ka. GOJ\ier1€) 

provide a copy of l& audited financial statement, accompanied by a copy of a 

6 



Register 2'2'1 , Ji><'l<4"rJ 20~0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

management letter issued by the independent certified public accountant that 
~j~~GkoJi) 

performed the company's financial audi~The carrier il-l:ISt make its audit and . 
~ 

related work papers and financial information available upon request by the 

commission· 
"if' +ke. c.o..rri<r ·, s no+ a.. n~ .. .cjpi eA-4-' 
of \r.>c.Vts frot'l tfu. "'RurAl (C) 
l>-flll+i~5 Sruvi <:.!l... OJlC'.l F +~ 
cu.rr1u's has been subject to review by an independent certified public accountant, 
flnwdcJ 
sto.J-e~}-~: 1 , accompanied by an officer certification that the carrier was not audited in the 
v.r~ rwr 1'.t.U~ f<! (-\ 

M~ ~ 
1 ordinary course of business for the preceding fiscal year/ and that the reported 

;/\-~";>(/}~+ y f~l~~J)J~; °"' 
r vlll.AJU in it" data is accurate The carrier m- make the review and related work papers and -#tt. ard.lf\o.ry • 
6..'ur~ of .> q..) 

financial information available upon request by the comm· ·on; i>tAerwise 
busif'l..lS~ +\v... ~ c.Arrier•.s 
wr r1 er s 1-ieJ I 

if t~ r..o.rri~r 
I.> '1.6t 1-.s... 
r~cip; tl\t "f 
lodl'lli fro'rl'\. 

ik..t... 'RurcJ 
u+ilihe.s · 
Servi c~~ OJ\~ if 
tk c.:.tr~i (.r's 
lina/lc.icJ 
<; rc...te. PIA.I\ rs 
a.re... flM (U.IJ..ih.J 
or i~en.:len+I y 
rev I e.wt..J.. ·\(\ -t"-2.. 
ordlAN l cours~ 
of ~Silt.JLS"S 1 
4-k.li... co..r r 1 ~ 
~h...JI 

financial statement 

containing a comparative balance sheet, income statement, and statement of 

cash flows, accompanied by an officer certification that the carrier was not 

auditeWad its financial statements reviewed by an independent certified 

public accountant in the ordinary course of business for the preceding fiscal yeaV 
ti(~c.Mt)/J ~ 

and that the reported data is accurate~ The carrier ~ make its underlying 
J 

records and other financial information available upon request by the 

commission; 

(3) a local exchange carrier designated as an eligible telecommunications 

carrier under 3 AAC 53.410 that has filed an annual re ort of the company's financial 
tJ lf il ls 

conditions and operations under 3 AAC 53.460 HI have fulfillea the requirement of this 

subsection by filing a certification to this fact. 

7 



201_l_COMMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. ¥® 
({) an incumbent local exchange carrier with a certificated interexchange carrier 

t. . .:ii~))) 
affiliate under 3 AAC 52.360 shall file with its annual report, in accordance with 3 AAC 

48.095, a certificate of compliance with the cost allocation principles prescribed by 

47 C.F.R. 64.901 ag adopted by the cammissi~ and in a form substantially identical to 

the certification required by 47 C.F.R. 64.901::ri published ifl tile Federal Register o(/ 

f ebwary 61 20~ .. (Eff. 6/21/98, Register 146; am 11/11/2001, Register 160; am 

412412004, Register 170; am 9/16/2005, Register 175; am 7/31/2011, Register 199; am E '<!> I 21/ 'Jc> 11, 'Re.<ji $~~!"" 2;2A .i )-
11 /6/2016, Register 220Jam _ \ \_t_JL/~017 , Register~ 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.221 AS 42.05. 711 

AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.241 AS 42.05.990 

8 



MEMORANDUM 

To: Hon. Byron Mallott 
Lieutenant Governor 

From: 
. } . ~ /_ 

StevenC. Weaver ·...-·· ·1 G r · 
Sr. Assistant Attorney General 

and Assistant Regulations Attorney 
Legislation and Regulations Section 

State of Alaska 
Department of Law 

Date: October 13, 2017 

File No.: JU2016200189 

Tel. No.: 465-3600 

Re: Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
regulations re: annual operations 
report requirements for regulated 
utilities and pipeline carriers (3 AAC 
47.060; 3 AAC 52.390; 3 AAC 
53.290) 

We have reviewed the attached regulations from the Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
against the statutory standards of the Administrative Procedure Act. I have reviewed this project 
under a specific delegation dated October 13, 2017 from the Regulations Attorney. These 
regulations update annual operations report requirements for regulated utilities and pipeline 
carriers. 

We find no legal problems. This memorandum constitutes the written statement of 
approval under AS 44.62.060(b) and (c) that authorizes your office to file the attached 
regulations. 

The January 21, 2016 public notice, the February 15, 2017 public notice, and the June 28, 
201 7 certification of adoption order all state that this action is not expected to require an 
increased appropriation. Therefore, a fiscal note under AS 44.62.195 is not required. 



Hon. Byron Mallott, Lieutenant Governor 
Our file: JU2016200189 

October 13, 2017 
Page2 

We have made some technical corrections to the regulations m accordance with 
AS 44.62.125, as shown on the attached copy. 

sew 

cc w/enc: (via email) 

Stephen McAlpine, Chair 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 

Micaela Fowler, Regulations Contact 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development 

J.P. Wood, Chief Administrative Law Judge and Regulations Specialist 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development 

James L. Walker, Hearing Examiner 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development 

David H. Parrish 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development 

Megyn A. Greider, Assistant Attorney General 
Commercial and Fair Business Section 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Hon. Byron Mallott 
Lieutenant Governor 

Susan R. Pollard~ 
Chief Assistant Attorney General 

and Regulations Attorney 
Legislation/Regulations Section 

State of Alaska 
Department of Law 

DATE: October 13, 2017 

FILE NO.: JU2016200189 

TELEPHONE NO.: 

SUBJECT: 

(907) 465-3600 

Specific delegation of authority 
regarding regulations review on 
Regulatory Commission of 
Alaska regulations re: annual 
operations report requirements for 
regulated utilities and pipeline 
carriers (3 .AAC 47.060; 3 AAC 
52.390; 3 AAC 53.290) 

By this memorandum, I am delegating my authority as Regulations Attorney under 
AS 44.62 to Assistant Attorney General Steven C. Weaver for the above-referenced regulations 
project. Under this delegation of authority, Steven Weaver has my full authority under AS 44.62 
to conduct the legal review under AS 44.62 and take necessary actions on this regulations 
project. 

sew 

cc w/enc: 

If you have questions, please let me know. 

Scott C. Meriwether, AAC Coordinator 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor 

Steven C. Weaver 
Sr. Assistant Attorney General and 

Assistant Regulations Attorney 
Legislation/Regulations Section 



NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES 
IN ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS REGULATIONS 

OF THE REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

The REGULATORY COMMISSION of ALASKA (Commission) proposes, in 

Docket R-15-005, to adopt regulations in Title 3 of the Alaska Administrative Code dealing 

with the annual operations reporting requirements of regulated utilities and pipeline 

carriers. Specifically, the Commission is considering revisions to the annual regulatory 

cost charge (RCC) reporting requirements. Also, the Commission is considering revisions 

to reporting requirements of public utilities that provide intrastate interexchange and local 

exchange telecommunications service. 

For regulated utilities and pipeline carriers, the Commission is considering 

changing 3 AAC 47.060, by specifying an April 30 due date for the filing of the annual 

RCC report. 

For intrastate interexchange carriers (IXCs), the Commission is considering: 

(1) changing the filing due date from March 31 to April 30, and replacing the current 

reporting requirements with the information required by the Commission since 

2005 under directive of the Commission Chairman; and 

(2) requiring that verified financial statements be filed to satisfy the IXCs' 

AS 42.05.451(b) annual operations reporting requirements. 

For local exchange carriers (LECs), the Commission is considering: 

(1) changing the filing due date from March 31 to April 30, and replacing the current 

reporting requirements with the information required by the Commission since 

2005 under directive of the Commission Chairman; 

(2) requiring that verified financial statements be filed to satisfy the LECs' 

AS 42.05.451 (b) annual operations reporting requirements; and 

(3) requiring incumbent LECs with certificated IXC affiliates to annually file a 

certificate of compliance with cost allocation principles prescribed by 47 C.F.R. 

64.901. 

You may comment on the proposed regulations changes, including the potential costs 

to private persons of complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written 

comments to the Regulatory Commission of Alaska at 701 West 8th Avenue, Suite 300, 

Page 1 of 3 



Anchorage, Alaska 99501. Additionally, the Regulatory Commission of Alaska will accept 

comments via its website at: 

https://rca.alaska.qov/RCAWeb/WhatsNew/PublicNoticesComments.asox. 

Comments may also be submitted through the Alaska Online Public Notice 

System, by accessing this notice on the system and using the "comment" link. Initial 

comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m., on March 16, 2017, and should 

reference Docket R-15-005. 

If you are a person with a disability who needs a special accommodation in order 

to participate in this process, please contact Joyce McGowan at (907) 276-6222, toll-free 

at 1-800-390-2782, TTY (907) 276-4533, via electronic mail to rca.mail@alaska.gov no 

later than March 9, 2017, to ensure that any necessary accommodations can be provided. 

Since this is a regulation proceeding, commenters are not required to serve their 

comments on the other entities set out on the service list of this notice. Interested persons 

may request from the Commission copies of the comments filed in this proceeding. For 

a copy of the proposed regulation changes and related material, contact the 

Commission's Records & Filings Section at the above address or at (907) 276-6222 or 

go to: http://rca.alaska.gov/RCAWeb/home.aspx. Those seeking to obtain the materials 

at the website may select "All Open Rule-making Dockets" under Top Searches, and 

choose Matter Number "R-15-005." 

After the public comment period ends, the Regulatory Commission of Alaska will 

either adopt the proposed regulation changes or other provisions dealing with the same 

subject, without further notice, or decide to take no action. The language of the final 

regulations may be different from that of the proposed regulations. YOU SHOULD 

COMMENT DURING THE TIME ALLOWED IF YOUR INTERESTS COULD BE 

AFFECTED. Written comments received are public records and are subject to public 

inspection. 

Statutory Authority: AS 42.05.141; AS 42.05.151 

Statutes Being Implemented, Interpreted, or Made Specific: AS 42.05.141; 
AS 42.05.145; AS 42.05.151; AS 42.05.254; AS 42.05.291; AS 42.05.451; AS 42.05.800; 
AS 42.06.140; AS 42.06.286 

Page 2 of 3 



Fiscal Information: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to require an 
increased appropriation. 

DATED at Anchorage, Alaska, this 14th day of February, 2017. 

REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES 
IN THE ANNUAL OPERATIONS REPORTING REQUIREMENTS REGULATIONS 

OF THE REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASl<A 

The REGULATORY COMMISSION of ALASKA (Commission) proposes, in Docket R-15-005, to 
adopt regulations in Title 3 of the Alaska Administrative Code dealing with the annual 
operations reporting requirements of regulated utilities. Specifically, the Commission is 
considering revisions to reporting requirements of public utilities that provide intrastate 
interexchange and local exchange telecommunications service. Annual operations reporting 
requirement revisions for electric, natural gas, and water/wastewater utilities will be issued for 
public comment at a future date. 

For intrastate interexchange carriers (JXCs}, the Commission is considering: 
(1) changing the filing due date from March 31 to April 30, and replacing the current 

reporting requirements with the information required by the Commission since 2005 
under directive of the Commission Chairman; and 

(2) requiring that verified financial statements be filed to satisfy the IXCs' AS 42.05.451(b) 
annual operations reporting requirements. 

For local exchange carriers (LECs), the Commission is considering: 
(1) changing the filing due date from March 31 to April 30, and replacing the current 

reporting requirements with the information required by the Commission since 2005 
under directive of the Commission Chairman; 

(2) requiring that verified financial statements be filed to satisfy the LECs' AS 42.05.451(b} 
annual operations reporting requirements; and 

(3) requiring incumbent LECs with certificated IXC affiliates to annually file a certificate of 
compliance with cost allocation principles prescribed by 47 C.F.R. 64.901. 

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including the potential costs to private 
persons of complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written comments to the 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska at 701 West gth Avenue, Suite 300, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 
Additionally, the Regulatory Commission of Alaska will accept comments via its website at: 

https:Urca. ala ska .gov /RCA Web/Wh atsNew /Pu blicN oticesCom men ts. aspx 

Comments may also be submitted through the Alaska Online Public Notice System, by accessing 
this notice on the system and using the "comment" link. Initial comments must be received no 
later than 5:00 p.m., on Friday, February 19, 2016, and should reference Docket R-15-005. 
Reply comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m., March 11, 2016 and shou.ld also 
reference Docket R-15-005. 

If you are a person with a disability who needs a special accommodation in order to participate 
in this process, please contact Joyce McGowan at {907) 276-6222, toll-free at 1-800-390-2782, 



TTY (907) 276-4533, via electronic mail to rca.mail@alaska.gov no later than Friday, 
February 12, 2016 to ensure that any necessary accommodations can be provided. 

Since this .is a regulation proceeding, commenters are not required to serve their comments on 
the other entities set out on the service list of this notice. Interested persons may request from 
the Commission copies of the comments filed in this proceeding. For a copy of the proposed 
regulation changes and related material, contact the Commission's Records & Filings Section at 
the above address or at (907) 276-6222 or go to: http:/lrca.a laska.gov/RCAWeb/home.aspx. 
Those seeking to obtain the materials at the website may select "All Open Rule-making 
Dockets" under Top Searches, and choose Matter Number "R-15-005." 

After the public comment period ends, the Regulatory Commission of Alaska will either adopt 
the proposed regulation changes or other provisions dealing with the same subject, without 
further notice, or decide to take no action. The language of the final regulations may be 
different from that of the proposed regulations. YOU SHOULD COMMENT DURING THE TIME 
ALLOWED IF YOUR INTERESTS COULD BE AFFECTED. Written comments received are public 
records and are subject to public inspection. 

Statutory Authority: AS 42.05.141; AS 42.05.151 

Statutes Being Implemented, Interpreted, or Made Specific: AS 42.05.141; AS 42.05.145; 
AS 42.05.151; AS 42.05.291; AS 42.05.451; AS 42.05.711; AS 42.05.800; AS 42.05.990. 

Fiscal Information: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to require an increased 
appropriation. 

DATED at Anchorage, Alaska, this 20th day of January, 2016. 

ON OF ALASKA 



ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS NOTICE INFORMATION 
(AS 44.62. l 90(g)) 

I. Adopting agency: Regulatory Commission 0f Alaska 
2. General subject of regulation: annual ongoing report in'=' oblignti ns 
3. Citation of regulation (may be grouped): 3 AAC 47.060. 3 AAC 52.390. 3 AAC 

53.290 
4. Department of Law file number, if any: 2016200 189 

5. Reason for the proposed action: 
( ) Compliance with federal 
( ) Compliance with new or changed state statute 
( ) Compliance with court order 
( ) Development of program standards 
( X) Other (please list): updating regulatorv cost harge annual reporting 
requirements for regulated utilities and pipeline carriers. and updating annual 
operations reporting requirements for telecommunications carriers 

6. Appropriation/Allocation: Regulatory Cammi ion of Ala ka 

7. Cost of implementation to the state agency and available funding (in thousands of 
dollars): 

J niti al Year Subsequent 
FY 17 Years 

Operating Cost $ 0 $ 0 
Capital Cost $ 0 $ 0 

1002 Federal receipts $ 0 $ 0 
I 003 General fund match $ 0 $ 0 
1004 General fund $ 0 $ 0 
1005 General fund/ 

program $ 0 $ 0 
103 7 General fund/ 

mental health $ 0 $ 0 
Other $ 0 $ 0 



8. The name of the contact person for the regulations: 
Name: James L. Walker 

'uite 300 

Telephone: 907-263-2138 
E-mail address jim:wall er@alaska.gov 

9. The origin of the proposed action: 
X Staff of state agency 

Federal government 
General public 
Petition for regulation change 
Other (identify) 

ame: Ja es L. We Iker 
Title: Administrative Law Judge 
Teleph ne: 907-263-2138 



ADDITIONAL REGULATION NOTICE INFORMATION 
(AS 44.62.190(g)) 

1. Adopting agency: Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
2. General subject ofregulation: Annual Operations Reporting Obligations 
3. Citation ofregulation (may be grouped): 3 AAC 52.390 and 3 AAC 53.290 
4. Department of Law file number, if any: __ N~o.._t y_e~t~a~ss~ign..,..._e_d _________ _ 

5. Reason for the proposed action: 

( ) Compliance with federal law 
( ) Compliance with new or changed state statute 
( ) Compliance with court order 
( ) Development of program standards 
( X) Other (identify): Update to annual operations reporting requirements for 
telecommunications utilities. 

6. Appropriation/Allocation:-=N=/..::..;A==---------------- -----

7. Cost of implementation to the state agency and available funding (in thousands of 
dollars): 

Initial Year Subsequent 
FY 2016 Years 

Operating Cost $ 0 $ 0 
Capital Cost $ 0 $ 0 

1002 Federal receipts $ 0 $ 0 
1003 General fund match $ 0 $ 0 
1004 General fund $ 0 $ 0 
1005 General fund/ 

program $ 0 $ 0 
Other (identify) $ O· $ 0 

8. The name of the contact person for the regulation: 

Name: Richard Gazaway 
Title: Advisory Section Manager 
Address: 701 W. Eighth Avenue, Suite 300 



Anchorage, AK 99501 
Telephone: 907-263-2164 
E-mail address: richard.gazaway@alaska.gov 

9. The origin of the proposed action: 

10. 

__1L Staff of state agency 
Federal government 
General public 
Petition for regulation change 
Other (identify). ________ --+---+--i'---------

Date: January 20, 2016_ 

Name (printed)_T=..:....:.. W..:...;·:....:P,_,,a=tc=h,__ _ ___ ___ _ 
Title (printed):.-=C=h=ai=rm=an=------------
Telephone: 907-276-6222 



AFFIDAVIT OF NOTICE OF PROPOSED REGULA I N 
AND FURNISHING OF AD ITIONAL INFORMATION 

I, James L. Walker, Administrative Law Judge, of Regulatory Commission of Alaska, 
being sworn, state the following: 

As required by AS 44.62.190, notice of the proposed adoption of changes to annual 
ongoing reporting obligations (3 AAC 47.060, 3 AAC 52.390, 3 AAC 53.290) has been 
given by being 

( 1) published in a newspaper or trade publication; 
(2) furnished to interested persons; 
(3) furnished to appropriate state officials; 
(4) furnished to the Department of Law, along with a copy of the proposed 

regulation; 
(5) furnished electronically to incumbent State of Alaska legislators; 
( 6) furnished to the Legislative Affairs Agency, Division of Legal and Research 

Services; 
(7) posted on the Alaska Online Public Notice System as required by 

AS 44.62.l 75(a)(l) and (b) and 44.62.190(a)(l); 
(8) furnished electronically, along with a copy of the proposed regulation, to the 

Legislative Affairs Agency, the chair of the Labor & Commerce Committee 
of the Alaska Senate and House of Representatives, the Administrative 
Regulation Review Committee, and the legislative council. 

As required by AS 44.62.190, additional regulation notice information regarding the 
proposed adoption of the regulation changes described above has been furnished to 
interested persons and those in (5) and (6) of the list above. The additional regulation 
notice information also has been posted on the Alaska Online Public Notice System. 

Date: .:X11nG (g, 20 r/ 
I 

es L. Walker, Administrative Law Judge 

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Anchorage, Alaska, on ~a S1". 17 

~;11~ 
Notary Public in and for the State of Alaska 
My commission expires with this office. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Emma Dunlap 
being first duly sworn on oath deposes and 
says that he/she is a representative of the 
Alaska Dispatch News, a daily newspaper. 
That said newspaper has been approved 
by the Third Judicial Court, Anchorage, 
Alaska, and it now and has been published 
in the English language continually as a 
daily newspaper in Anchorage, Alaska, and 
it is now and during all said time was 
printed in an office maintained at the 
aforesaid place of publication of said 
newspaper. That the annexed is a copy of 
an advertisement as it was published in 
regular issues (and not in supplemental 
form) of said newspaper on 

February 15, 2017 

and that such newspaper was regularly 
distributed to its subscribers during all of 
said period. That the full amount of the fee 
charged for the foregoing publication is not 
in excess of the rate charged private 

:i:i:~:uals ~?4 
Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 15th day of Februa , 2017 

Notary Public and for 
The State of Alaska. 
Third Division 
Anchorage, Alaska 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 

Notary Public 
BRITNEY L. THOMPSON 

State ot Alaska 
My Commission Expires Feb 23, 2019 

Rottocf --- 1o&;q7()- 17 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES 
IN ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS REGULATIONS 

OF THE REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

The REGULATORY COMMISSION of ALASKA (Commission) 
proposes1 In Docket R 15-005, to adopt regulations In Title 3 of the 
Alaska Administrative code dealing with the annual operations 
reporting requirements of regulated" utilities and pipeline carriers. 
specifically, the Commission 1s considering revisions to the annual 
regulatory cost charge (RCC) reportlng requirements. Also, the 
Commlsslon Is considering revisions to reporting requirements of publlc 
utilltles that provide Intrastate lnterexchange and local exchange 
telecommunlcatlons servJce. · 

For regulated ut1lltles and plpellne carriers, the Corhmlsslon Is 
considering changing 3 AAC 47.060, by specifying an April 30 due date 
for the filing.of the annual RCC report. 
For lntrasf(lte lnterexchange carriers (IXCs), the commission Is 
oonslderlr,f 

(2) 

changing the filing due date from March 31 to April 
30, ana replaang the current reportfng 
requirements with tile inform<;itlon required br the 
Commission since 2005 under directive o the 
commission Chairman; and 
requlrlrig ttiat verified flhanclal statements be filed 
to satfSfy the IXCs' AS 42.05.451(b) annual 
operations reporting requirements. 

For local exchange carriers (l.£Cs)" the Commission is considering: 
(1) changing the nllng dua date from March 31 [o April 

30, ana replacing the current reporting 
requirements with the Information required by the 
commission since 2005 under dlrectlve ot tl1e 

(2) 

(3) 

commission Chairman; 
requiring that verlfled nnanclal statements be filed 
to sat!Sfy the LECs' AS 42.05.451(b) annual 
operations reporting requirements; and 
requiring Incumbent LECs with certificated IXC 
afflllates to annually file a certificate of comP.lfance 
with cost allocation principles prescribed by 47 
C.F.R. 64.901. 

You may comment on the proposed regulations changes, 
Including the potential costs to private persons of complying with the 
proposea changes, by submitting written comments to the Regulatory 
Con1mission Of~Ajaska at 701 west 8ttl Al1enue, Suite 300, Anchorage 
Alaska 99501 . Add!tlonaUybthe Regulatory Commission of Alaska wll( 
accept comments via Its we site at: 

https://rca.alaska.gov/RCAWeb/WhatsNew/PublicNoticescomments.aspx. 

Comments may also be submitted through the Alaska on11ne 
Public Notice System, by accessing this notice on fhe system and us ng 
the "comment" link. lnltial comments must be received no later than 
5:00 p.m.f on March 16, 2017, and should reference Docket R-15-005. 

I you are a person with a disability who needs a special 
accommoetatlon In order to partlciQate 1r. this process, please contact 
Joyce McGowan at (907) 276-6222, tol ·free at 1·800·390-2782, TTY 
(907) 276·4533, via electronic mall to rca.mail@alaska.gov 110 later than 
March~ 2017, to ensure that any necessary accommodations can be 
prov idea. 

since this Is a regulation proceedlhg, commenters are not 
required to serve their comments on the other entitles set out on the 
service list of this notice. Interested 'persons may request from the 
commission copies of the comments fifed lt1 this proceeding, For a 
cop~ ot the proposed regulation changes and related mater1ar. contact 
the commission's Recoras & Fiiings Section at the above address or at 
(907) 276-6222 or go to: http:7/rca.alasl<a.gov/RCAWeb/home.asP,x. 
Those seeking to ootaln the materials at the website may select 'All 
Open Rule-making Dockets" under Top searches, and choose Matter 
Number "R-15·005." 

After the public comment period ends, the Regulatory 
commission of Alaska will .either adopt the proposed reg1,1latlon 
changes or other provisions dealing with the same subject

1 
without 

further notice, or decide to take no action. The language o the 'ffnal 
regulations may be different from that of the proposea regulations. 
YOU SHOULD COMMENT DURING THE TIME ALLOWED lF YOUR 
INTERESTS COULD BE AFFECTED. Written comments received are 
public records and are subject to public Inspection. 
Statutory Authority: AS 42.05.141; AS 42.05.151 

Statutes Being Implemented, Interpreted, or Made Specific: 
AS 42.05.141; AS 42.05.145; AS 42.05.151; AS 42.05.254; AS 42.05.291 ; 
AS 42.05.451; AS 42.05.800; AS 42.06.140; AS 42.06.286 
Fiscal Information: The proposed regulation changes are not 
expected to require an increased appropriation. 

DATED at Anchorage, Alaska, this 14th day of February, 2017. 

Published: February 15, 2017 

REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

Robert M. Pickett 
Chairman 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 
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STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Emma Dunlap 
being first duly sworn on oath deposes and 
says that he/she is a representative of the 
Alaska Dispatch News, a daily newspaper. 
That said newspaper has been approved 
by the Third Judicial Court, Anchorage, 
Alaska, and it now and has been published 
in the English language continually as a 
daily newspaper in Anchorage, Alaska, and 
it is now and during all said time was 
printed in an office maintained at the 
aforesaid place of publication of said 
newspaper. That the annexed is a copy of 
an advertisement as it was published in 
regular issues (and not in supplemental 
form) of said newspaper on 

January 21, 2016 

and that such newspaper was regularly 
distributed to its subscribers during all of 
said period. That the full amount of the fee 
charged for the foregoing publication is not 
in excess of the rate charged private 
individuals. 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES 
IN THE ANNUAL OPERATIONS REPORTING"REQUIRE.MENTS REGULATIONS 

OF THE ~EGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

The REGULATORY COMMISSION pf ALASKA (Commission) proposes, In Docket R·15·005, to adopt regulations In 
Title 3 Qf' the Alaska Administrative Code dealing with the annual operations reporting requirements of 
regulated utilities. Specifically, the commission ls considering revisions to reporting requlrements of public 
utnltfes t~at prevlde intrastate lnterexohange and local excnange telecommunications service. Annu11I 
operations reporting requirement revisions fOr electrlc, natural gas, and water/wastewater utllltles will be 
Issued for public comment at a future date. 
For Intrastate lnterexehange barriers (tXCs), the Commission is considering: 
11) cnanglng the flllng due cjate from March 31 to April 30, end replacing the current reporting 
requirements with the Information required by the Commission since 2005 under directive of the commission 
chaltman; and 
(2) requiring that verified nnancial statements be filed to satisfy the IXCs' AS 42.05.451(b) annual 
operatlons reporting requirements. 
For local exchange carriers (LECs). the Commission Is considering: 
(1) changing the filing due date from March 31 to April 30, and replacing the current reporting 
-requltements With the Information required by the Commission since 2005 under directive of the commission 
Chairman; 
(2) requiring that verlfJed flnancfal statements be filed to satisfy the · LECs' AS 42.05.451 (b) annual 
operations reporUng requirements; and . 
(3) requiting Incumbent LECs with certlllcated IXC affiliates to annually file a certificate of compliance 
with cost allocatron prlnclples presorlbed by 47 c."F.R. 64. 901. · 

You may c0mment on the proposed regulatlo11 changes, lncludlng the potential costs to private person·s of 
complying with the proposed changes. -by submitting written comments lo the Regulatory commission of 
Alaska af701 West &th Avenue, Suite 300. Anchorage, Alaska 99501. Additlonally, the Regulatory Commission 
of Ala!?ka Wfll accept·comments via its website at: 
https://rca.alaska.gov/RCAWeb/WhatsNew/PublicNoticescomments.aspx 

cornments may also be submftted'through the Alaska Online Public Notice system, by accessing this notice 
on the system and using the "corpment''-Unk. 1nltlal comments must be received no later than s:oo p.m., on 
Friday, February 1~1 2016, and should ref~tence Docket R·15-00S. Reply comments must be received no later 
than 5:00 p.rri., 'March ·11, 2016 arid should also reference Docket R-15·005. · 

If you are a person with a dlsablllty who needs a specr111 accommodation in order to participate In this 
,process, please cohtact Joyce McGowan at (.907) 276·6222, toll·free at 1-800·390·2782, m (907) 276·4533, 
via electrotilc mail to rca.mall@alaska.gov no l11ter than Friday, February 12, 2016 to ensure that any necessary 
accommodations can be provided. 

Since this is a regulation proceeding, ·cornmenters are not required to serve tl1elr comments on the other 
entitles set out on the service list of lhis not1c·e. Interested persons may request rrom the Commission copies 

Signed 

or the comments filed In this proceeding. For a copy of the proposed regulation changes and related material, 

Qu contact the commission's Records & 'Flllhgs Sectron at the above adCJress or at (907) 276•6222 or go to: 

~ 
http://rca.alaska.gov/RCAWeb/home.asPX. Those seeking to obtain the materials at the,webslte may select 

, 11u:1 ''All open Rule·maklng Dockets'' under Top searches, and choose Matter Numb:er ''R·1S·OOS." 
_...Mi~~~m:!i=...-\.-T-J.....,"""'"'t'----1 After the publlc Gomment period ends, the Regulatory commission of Alaska wlll either adopt the proposed 

tegulatlon·changes or other provisions dealing with the same subject, without further notiCEj or decide to take 
no ao~jon . The language or the final regulations may•be dlfferentfrom ttiatofthe proposeo regulations. YOU 

Subscrl"bed and sworn to before me SHOULD COMMENT DURING THE TIME ALLOWED IF YOUR INTERESTS C@ULD BE AFFECTED. Written comments 
received are public records and are subject to public inspection. 

this 21st day of Ja uar , 2016 

Notary lie in and for 
The State of Alaska. 
Third Division 
Anchorage, Alaska 

St te of Ilka 
My commlHlon ~1r11 Ftb 23, 2019 

Statutory Authority: AS 42.05.141; AS 42.05.151 

Statutes Being Implemented, Interpreted, or Made Specific: AS 42.05.141; AS 42.05.145; AS 42.05.151; AS 
42.05.291; AS 42.05.451; AS 42.05.711; AS 42.05.800; AS 42.05.990. 

Fiscal Information: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to require an increased appropriation. 

DATED at Anchorage, Alaska, this 20th day of January, 2016. 

Published: January 21, 2016 

REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

T.W. Patch 
Chairman 



I, Steven Kramer, Common Carrier Specialist IV, for the Regulatory Commission of 
Alaska, being duly sworn, state the following: 

The attached motion dealing with annual ongoing reporting obligations was passed by 
the Regulatory Commission of Alaska during its May 17, 2017, meeting. 

Date: Jvv'\...L 1.1- 2..0l/ 

~0.~ 
Steven Kramer, Common Carrier Specialist IV 

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Anchorage, Alaska, on ~. '2. 17 

Notary Public in and for the State of Alaska 
My commission expires with this office. 
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CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Good morning. 
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3 This is a continuation of the public meeting from 

4 Wednesday, May the 10th, 2017. Today is 

5 Wednesday, May the 17th, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. with 

6 me on the dais are commissioners Pauli, 

7 commissioner McAlpine, and commissioner Wilson. 

8 Commissioner Rokeberg is on his way. we will be 

9 adjusting the order of business to accommodate 

10 that. 

11 Is there any member of the public who would 

12 care to address the Commission this morning? Is 

13 there anyone online who would care to address the 

14 commission? 

15 Hearing none, we will close agenda item 

16 number one. we will now jump over item number two 

17 and go to item number three, which is R-15-005, In 

18 the Matter of the Consideration of Revisions to 

19 Regulations Governing Annual Operations Reports 

20 for Economically Regulated Utilities and Pipeline 

21 carriers. 

22 commissioner McAlpine? 

23 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Thank you, 

24 Mr. Chairman. I almost feel guilty that so many 

25 people showed up and this is going to go so 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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2 times and we had opened it up for further comment. 

3 so, Mr. Kramer, if you could address just the 

4 changes that have taken place since we last 

5 noticed this, and we'll go from there. 

6 MR. KRAMER: Yes. I could do a 

7 summary of the comments that we received as well, 

8 if you would like. 

9 

10 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Please. 

MR. KRAMER: Generally, the 

11 comments that we received were supportive of the 

12 revised regulations. However, there was a concern 

13 over the July 1 reporting date that was proposed 

14 for 3 AAC 52.390(p) and 53.290 (k), which I can 

15 get into later. 

16 But the first regulation which would have 

17 been on the annual operating reports for the RCC, 

18 the regulatory cost charge annual report, we 

19 received no comments in opposition. Actually, we 

20 received comments in support of that. so there 

21 really is nothing to do on that. 

22 so on the changes that we made in the other 

23 regulations, I would like to pair 3 AAC 52.390(m) 

24 and the 53.290(i) reports since they are similar. 

25 The first one that I mentioned is for the 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 intrastate interexchange carriers, and the second 

2 report that I mentioned was for the local exchange 

3 carriers. 

4 The changes that were made from proposal 

5 number four was that we tweaked the language to 

6 address chugach's concern and made it more 

7 understandable what the items are to be reported 

8 in the reports. 

9 And the second change -- and this is only in 

10 the requirement for the IXCs -- is that staff 

11 exempted our registered IXCs from having to file 

12 this report. And I can explain the reasons why 

13 that was made if you care to hear. 

14 

15 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Go ahead. 

MR. KRAMER: Sure. So the first 

16 reason is because there's a whole separate process 

17 in place for registered IXCs, as they have to 

18 annually renew their registration under 

19 3 AAC 52.358. And in the application process, we 

20 do not ask for financial information when they 

21 apply to be registered. 

22 Therefore, staff thought it was unusual for 

23 the commission to ask for financial information 

24 once they're already in place. so it's just 

25 trying to be consistent with the application 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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3 registered IXCs, they do not pay the RCC. so we 

4 don't really need that information to calculate 

5 Recs for them. so that was the -- basically the 

6 changes on those two requirements. 

7 Now, I would also like to pair the 52.390(p) 

8 and the 53.290(k). Again, the first one is for 

9 IXCs, and the second one is for LECs. so, 

10 generally, those requirements state and this 

11 regulation was built to address the verification 

12 requirement in our annual operating reports. 

13 Because the statute says that public 

14 utilities need to file verified annual operating 

15 reports. And the reports that we just talked 

16 about, there's no verification element to that. 

17 so the second group of regulations was proposed to 

18 handle the verification. 

19 so, generally, if a utility is a publicly 

20 traded company, that we would accept their SEC 

21 Form 10-K to satisfy that. And, if they're a 

22 privately held company, that they would file 

23 either audited or reviewed financial statements 

24 only if it's done in the normal course of 

25 business. If it's not done in the normal course 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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4 There's a couple minor changes that were made 

5 in this one. First of all, staff accepted GCI's 

6 suggestion that a subsidiary of a publicly traded 

7 company could file the SEC form to meet this 

8 requirement. Also, staff changed the 

9 term "holding company" to "parent company." I did 

10 some research in what the proper accounting term 

11 was and I came up with "parent" as better 

12 describing than what "holding" is. 

13 And, also, the final change on that was to 

14 add in our permissive electronic filing 

15 requirements that we just adopted in Docket 

16 R-15-002 because that had not previously been in 

17 this report. 

18 The only thing -- okay. Then the last 

19 regulation was 53.290(1). And the only change to 

20 that was, again, adding the permissive electronic 

21 filing to this report. 

22 Now, I want to talk about the July 1st 

23 timeline. so staff appreciated the commenters 

24 expressing their concerns with the July 1 filing 

25 date, as it conflicts with statute and that this 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 needed to be addressed. The statute provides that 

2 within 90 days after the close of the authorized 

3 annual accounting period or additional time 

4 granted upon showing of good cause, a public 

5 utility shall file with the commission a verified 

6 annual report. 

7 so establishing July 1st for the telecoms 

8 would synchronize the annual operating report 

9 filing date with the federal filing dates that 

10 Alaska utilities adhere to under federal ETC rules 

11 in 47 C.F.R. 54.313. And staff believes that 

12 making the filing requirement similar for all 

13 telephone companies would minimize confusion for 

14 industry and, to be quite frank, commission staff. 

15 Therefore, staff recommends that the 

16 commission find good cause to grant an annual 

17 operating report date of July 1st for the IXCs and 

18 for the LECs on a permanent basis. And if that's 

19 not -- there's also an alternative two under the 

20 AS 42.05.?ll(d) exemption which provides that the 

21 commission can exempt a class of utilities from 

22 all or a portion of AS 42.05 if the commission 

23 finds that is in the public interest. 

24 so I think we have several options to go to 

25 to get the July 1st date into effect somehow. 
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1 Anyway, that's all I really have to report. If 

2 you have any questions ... 

3 

4 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: No. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Any commissioner 

5 questions for Mr. Kramer? Commissioner Wilson? 

6 COMMISSIONER WILSON: I'd like to 

7 hear from Mr. Goering on the item that Mr. Kramer 

8 just addressed. 

9 MR. GOERING: Thank you, 

10 Commissioner Wilson. As Mr. Kramer indicates, the 

11 statute itself includes a provision that allows 

12 the commission to relax the filing date on a 

13 showing of good cause. And he also correctly 

14 indicated that even if that were not something 

15 that could be-done on a blanket basis, that the 

16 Commission has the authority under 42.05.?ll(d) to 

17 modify that on a showing that that's in the public 

18 interest. And the reasons indicated would -- if 

19 the commission agreed with him -- would certainly 

20 be sufficient to do that. 

21 I guess what I'd point out is that the 

22 finding of good cause to extend a deadline or to 

23 change a deadline, in some cases shorten it, is 

24 not unusual in your regulations. For example, in 

25 the telecom field itself, you have tariffs that 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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3 timeline on a showing of good cause. And you've 

4 done that in regulation and found that there's 

5 good cause for that. You've done the same thing 

6 with COPA filings and gas cost adjustment filings 

7 that take effect in less than 45 days' notice. 

8 And there are a variety of other places where 

9 you've exercised a good cause standard on a 

10 blanket basis for a class of utilities or class of 

11 filings. so it's not particularly unusual to do 

12 that here. 

13 Probably the thing you could not do is move 

14 that time up. If you decided you wanted to see 

15 those reports on February 15th, you probably could 

16 not do that. But moving it back to July 1st or 

17 eliminating it entirely would be within the 

18 commission's authority. 

19 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: 

20 Mr. Goering, when you say "on a blanket basis," 

21 are you referring to our extending it ad infinitum 

22 on a good cause showing? 

23 MR. GOERING: Yes. so you're 

24 accepting the concept that there is good cause 

25 shown to change the filing date from March 31st to 
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1 July 1st on an essentially permanent basis. That 

2 certainly is subject to being revisited by the 

3 Commission if you, through a regulations revision, 

4 decide that some other date is appropriate. 

5 You could move it back to March 31st or 

6 change it to some other date if they became 

7 appropriate. But as of today and for the 

8 foreseeable future, that certainly appears to be 

9 appropriate. 

10 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: And my only 

11 thought about it was that if we did it on a 

12 blanket basis which is what we intend to do --

13 when it gets to the regs attorneys, they're going 

14 to look at the statute and say this 1s 1n 

15 conflict. 

16 Have you already discussed it with them, or 

17 are you comfortable that's going to pass through? 

18 MR. GOERING: well, as I've 

19 mentioned, you've done this multiple times in your 

20 other regulations. It's not a particularly 

21 controversial thing for a Commission or an agency 

22 to make a determination on a class of 

23 circumstances as opposed to doing it on a , 

24 case-by-case basis. 

25 so, I mean, you certainly could do it on a 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
(907) 337-2221 



REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 
Continuation of Public Meeting 

Page 124 

May 17, 2017 

1 case-by-case basis. But I believe what your staff 

2 is telling you is that that would be unnecessarily 

3 burdensome and there would not be any 

4 corresponding benefit to doing it on a 

5 case-by-case basis. 

6 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: That 15 

7 correct. okay. 

8 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Let the record 

9 reflect that commissioner Rokeberg has joined us. 

10 So what is the recommendation of the COM? 

11 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: I'd move 

12 approval, Mr. chairman, of 15-005. And let me 

13 before I do that, Mr. Kramer, did you or staff 

14 have anything else you wanted to 

15 MR. KRAMER: Yes. what was 

16 provided to the audience and to you was a markup 

17 of what the regulations would -- that we would 

18 adopt if so moved. 

19 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: And just for the 

20 record, you're referring to a document that at the 

21 bottom says, "R-15-005(5), Appendix, Page 1 of 8, 

22 Last updated 5/16/2017"; is that correct? 

23 

24 

MR. KRAMER: That is correct. 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Did you 

25 have any further input that you wanted to provide? 
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1 MR. KRAMER: oh, no. I thought it 

2 would be easier if the recommendation would be, 

3 move to accept this instead of going through the 

4 matrix one by one and accepting the same -- option 

5 two, option three, option four, sort of thing. 

6 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: As I 

7 observed at the outfit -- or at the outfit the 

8 outset, we've gone over this enough times in 

9 public meetings and with industry that I'm 

10 comfortable that everyone's had plenty of time to 

11 digest all of it. 

12 so, Mr. chairman, I would move for approval. 

13 

14 second? 

15 

16 

17 discussion? 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Is there a 

COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: Second. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Further 

18 seeing none, we'll move on to the vote. All 

19 those in favor say aye. 

20 (Collective aye.) 

21 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Opposed? 

22 Passes unanimously. That will close out 

23 agenda item number three. 

24 we'll go back to agenda item number two, 

25 R-15-004, In the Matter of the consideration of 
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