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ORDER ADOPTING CHANGES TO REGULATIONS
OF DEPARMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

The attached 45 pages of regulations, dealing with operator certification and training, are
adopted and certified to be a correct copy of the regulation changes that the Department of
Environmental Conservation adopts under the authority of AS 46.03.020, AS 46.30 and
AS 46.46.025 and after compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62),
specifically including notice under AS 44.62.190 and 44.62.200 and opportunity for public
comment under AS 44.62.210.

This action is not expected to require an increased appropriation.

In considering public comments, the Department of Environmental Conservation paid special
attention to the cost to private persons of the regulatory action being taken. The Department of
Environmental Conservation also gave special attention to alternate practical methods in this

regulatory action as required by AS 46.03.024.

The regulation changes adopted under this order take effect on the 30th day after they have been
filed by the lieutenant governor, as provided in AS 44.62.180.

Y.
Date: August 4, 2016 % ‘ _
v .4

U " . .
Larry Hartig, Commissioner

FILING CERTIFICATION

[, Byrqn Mallott, Lieutenant Governor for the State of Alaska, certify that on
( é% [é ESCE , 2016, at Mm., [ filed the attached regulations according to the

provisions of AS 44.62.040 - 44.62.120.

Lieutenant

Effective: NOMQ |m[Q££ 26 . 2016

Register: QQO} ’rmnumj 20(7
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IS AAC 74 Article 1 is — /l | \‘m

/_D—'—_ e . -
ARTICLE 1. REQUIREMENTS FOR A CLASS 1[I] - CLASS 4 [1V] WATER SYSTEM
W-mem\t_u,ew “’_.'Lf“ ¢t 2ot Conga, [ —?_-—-“.,_‘V -

OR WASTEWATER SYSTEM

o

18 AAC 74.006(4) is repealed and readopted to read:
(4) community or non-transient non-community water system that
(A) has fewer than 100 service connections;
(B) is used or intended for use by fewer than 500 individuals per day; and
(C) uses a water treatment process that uses
(1) coagulation;
(i1) chemically aided filtration;
(iii) membrane filtration;
(iv) ultraviolet light to meet a surface water treatment inactivation
requirement;
(v) the addition of more than one chemical to accomplish multiple
water treatment objectives; or
(vi) a combination of water treatment processes not listed in (i) —
(v) of this subparagraph that, in the department’s determination, requires a high
level of operator skill; in determining whether a combination of water treatment
processes requires a high level of operator skill, the department will consider the

advice of the board;
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18 AAC 74.006(5) is repealed and readopted to read:
(5) community or non-transient non-community water system that

(A) has fewer than 15 service connections;
(B) is used or intended for use by 500 or more individuals per day; and
(C) uses a water treatment process that uses

(i) coagulation;

(i1) chemically aided filtration;

(iii) membrane filtration;

(iv) ultraviolet light to meet a surface water treatment inactivation
requirement;

(v) the addition of more than one chemical to accomplish multiple
water treatment objectives; or

(vi) a combination of water treatment processes not listed in (i) —
(v) of this subparagraph that, in the department’s determination, requires a
high level of operator skill; in determining whether a combination of water
treatment processes requires a high level of operator skill, the department

will consider the advice of the board;

18 AAC 74.006(6) is repealed and readopted to read:
(6) transient non-community water system that
(A) uses a surface water source or a groundwater under the direct
influence of surface water source; and

(B) uses a water treatment process that uses
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(i) coagulation;
(i1) chemically aided filtration;
(iii) membrane filtration;
(iv) ultraviolet light to meet a surface water treatment inactivation
requirement;
(v) the addition of more than one chemical to accomplish multiple
water treatment objectives; or
(vi) a combination of water treatment processes not listed in (i) —
(v) of this subparagraph that, in the department’s determination, requires
a high level of operator skill; in determining whether a combination of
water treatment processes requires a high level of operator skill, the
department will consider the advice of the board; and
(Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11/21/2010, Register 196;
am U /26/20l6, Register 220

Authority:  AS 46.30.040 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.120

F ofF. ‘:"""l’. wnckare Fhf e Pa..r-‘.\n.]fr.l F'l‘l)

4-’«&_ f.wc,r‘o‘}:‘\r Sim:df 1:.1_ L}Jf&“akl{’
18 AAC 74.010 is repealed and readopted to read: 4 L’Y rndio or telephane ,

Tt 2puotncan i i Qrvrtncer2.))

18 AAC 74.010. Certified 6perat0r kequirements. (a) Atall times, a public water

system, public wastewater system, and a private wastewater system must have an operator,
foand ¢y

,40n—site at the systemg-

certified at a level equal to or greater than the classification of the system

2
clephone-with-the-ability to be on-site at the system within one hour; an&
(b) The owner of a water system or wastewater system may establish shifts to best meet

the needs of the system and to ensure public health protection, in accordance with the followingT
P~

O
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(1) aprimary shift

(A) is the longest shift during a 2%10ur period;

(B) 1s the shift in which operational decisions are made and may be
implemented; 4 @ @
(C) Shal be \FII; less than six hours in duration, if more than one shift
exists within a 2éﬁour period; and

(D) shall be supervised by an on-site operator certified at a level equal to
or greater than the classification of the systenﬁ’

(2) asecondary shift ’

(A) is a shift in which operational decisions made during the primary
shift may be implemented;

(B) shall be supervised by an on-site operator certified at a level no less
than one level below the level equal to the classification of the system; and

(C) sFall not occur more than two times in a seven%ay period without a
corresponding primary shift on that same da};_f

(3) areduced operations shift ’

(A) is a shift of short duration;

(B) is a shift in which an operator may conduct system checks to ensure

estaky she
the system is operating withilmneters but no operational changes are made

unless directed by an operator certified

the leveuof the system and

(C) shall be conducted by an on-site operator elrtified-at

cartitiech of net
(1) ess than a provisional level in the same system type as the

system under that operator’s control; and
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who Tos55€s55esS

(i1) H-possess adequate training to conduct the duties assigned.
&)

(¢) An individual may provide ﬁrsﬂresponse services for a public water system, public

wastewater system, or a private wastewater system Qﬂg—ﬁ& the individual, e:q‘r)ninimum,

(1) 1s adequately trained to identify issues and contact the supervising operator

for further direction, and BB o, 3 € Lerssencont))
¥
st __j (2) holds a Provisional or higher level certificate if providing response to a Class
@ i' :'L—IZLJJ\JL,LA.LAA. n /‘—’—"_'_"‘}“ ﬁé&uﬁwm_._.—}y
14 Water Treatment Water Distribution, Wastewater COHCCUO]}\ or Wastewater Treatment
—8 % 3
(@ Qrxvsen- System.

[ )

(d) Department approval is required for a method of system supervision other than that
described in (b) and (c) of this section. The department will approve, with terms and conditions,
or will deny a request under this subsection after considering recommendations of the board. The
department may provide interim approval of a request made under this subsection until the next
regularly scheduled meeting of the board. (Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67")am 8/24/85, Register 95;

2006
am 5/29/93, Register 126; am 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3%Register 180; am i/l_é’/ﬂ?
Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.040 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.120

18 AAC 74.020 is repealed and readopted to read:

18 AAC 74.020. Certification requirements. (a) An applicant seeking certification
under 18 AAC 74.005 — 18 AAC 74.120 must submit a completed application to the department,
for the level of certification sought

(1) on a form provided by the department; and

(2) accompanied by the fee required by 18 AAC 74.870.
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Exeagt as providadh in () - Lgd oF this sechian, o)
(b) department will certify an applicant who meets the

(1) examination requirements of 18 AAC 74.040;
(2) experience and education requirements of 18 AAC 74.050; and

(3) fee requirements of 18 AAC 74.870.

equired-to disclose past or pending disciplinary action by
another certifying agency.
(d) When considering an applicant’s application for certification, the department may

(Fhoty ancthar wﬁ"!f“yinﬁ_ .aw:@ {the :qplic:mﬁ
consider past or pending disciplinary actionA'i mposed on the applicant in #heir capacity as an

operatorébybaimhme%ﬁg—ageney?’

(e) The department may deny certification to an applicant whose certification has been

revoked by another certifying agency.

(f) The department may deny certification to an applicant determined to have falsified or
“tha ¢ 'F“ cont's
withheld information on #hes application. (Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67; am 8/24/85, Register 95;

h

Cd
am 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 11/21/2010, Register 196; am “26/20¢ Register220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.060 AS 46.30.080

= ] ) : |
(3) Colaen, au‘:i'lns wadder (L) = () of this s2cdion, ~tha ﬂlg?w+mm+ will esnsidor Y factors
Set ooy in V8 AAC. 74.830(L), §

18 AAC 74.040(a) is amended to read:

(a) To be certified to operate a water or wastewater system classified as class 1 [I] - class
4 [IV] under 18 AAC 74.120, or a wastewater treatment system classified as a wastewater
stabilization pond system under 18 AAC 74.120(b)(1), an applicant must pass an approved and

validated written examination that demonstrates the applicant’s skills, knowledge, ability, and

judgment to operate a system of that classification.

6
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exarunition,

(b) To be eligible to take a level 2 — level 4 exam, the examinee must hold a valid

Examinodion

passing score in the same system type at one level lower. A passing gxam score is valid for
exaynohioa

three yvears from January 1 of the vear the @xam was taken, or for as long as the examinee

18 AAC 74.040(b) is amended to read:

holds active certification in the same system type. [TO BE ELIGIBLE TO TAKE AN

EXAMINATION, THE APPLICANT MUST MEET THE EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS OF 18 AAC 74.050 OR HOLD A VALID CERTIFICATE IN THE SAME
SYSTEM TYPE AT ONE LEVEL LOWER. THE DEPARTMENT WILL NOTIFY THE
APPLICANT OF ELIGIBILITY FOR AN EXAMINATION.] Examinations will be held at
least annually, at the time and place announced by the department. The examinee

[APPLICANT] shall pay the examination fee required by 18 AAC 74.870(b) [18 AAC

74.870(c)] when submitting a request for examination [AT THE TIME OF THE

EXAMINATION].

18 AAC 74.040(d) is amended to read:

(d) The department will grade each examination administered under this section and
notify each examinee [APPLICANT!] of the results within 60 days after the examination. The
department will not provide the completed, graded examination to the examinee [APPLICANT].

2 exarinzs's

The examinee [APPLICANT] may review 'p—[—"FHEEPPL[CANT’S] examination results

with the department.

18 AAC 74.040(e) is repealed:

(e) Repealed ﬂ/é‘j/ﬂ;’{f’. (Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67; am 8/24/85, Register 95; am 1/23/86,
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Register 97; am 5/29/93, Register 126; am 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180;
am 11/21/2010, Register 196; am /2206, Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.050 AS 46.30.080

18 AAC 74.050(a)(1) is amended to read:
(1) set outin (i) — (k) of this section to evaluate an individual’s [OPERATOR’S]
qualifications to operate a wastewater treatment system classified as a wastewater stabilization

pond system under 18 AAC 74.120(b)(1);

18 AAC 74.050(a)(2) is amended to read:
(2) setoutin Table A of this section, except as provided in (g) of this section, to
evaluate an individual’s [OPERATOR'S] qualifications to operate a water or wastewater system

classified under 18 AAC 74.120, other than a wastewater stabilization pond system.

18 AAC 74.050 Table A is amended to read:
TABLE A

GENERAL OPERATOR EDUCATIS)N AND EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS$
& Doto) )

/—-‘\-—-\

(in years)

Operator Level

@ Be) y) | UDRA)) oA N) % Lelal }) U Byelot )y
Provisional 111 2 (1] 3 [111] 4 [1V]
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System Ed. Op. ' Ed. Op. |Ed. Op. Ed. Op. Ed. Op.

Type Exp. | Exp. Exp. Exp. Exp.
i

Wastewater 12 ek 12 1 12 3 13 4 13 6

Collection |

Wastewater 12 ok 12 | 12 3 14 4 16 4
|

Treatment i

Water 12 et 12 | 12 3 13 4 13 6

Distribution

Water 12 = 12 1 |12 3 |14 4 6 4

Treatment ‘

Notes: Required periods of education and experience are reflected in years. Twelve years of
{ o

education represents|high school diploma or general educational development (GED)

diploma. The department will waive the minimum education requirement for the provisional
{r  d
level and level 1'in accordance with (e)(6) of this section.

A
*Additional experience and education criteria and substitution requirements are set out in (b)

- (g) of this section.

9
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**Three months of operating experience or the completion of a department-approved training
course, as described in (c)(1) of this section is required.
Abbreviations:

Ed. - Education Op. Exp. - Operator Experience

Q‘ﬂ- in¥radoctory lan quage. C,U
ﬁS AAC 74.050(b) is amended to read:

(b) Additional experience criteria referred to in Table A of this section and used
by the department to evaluate qualifications of individuals [OPERATORS] are subject to

the following provisions:

L Y

18 AAC 74.050(b)(1) is amended to read:

(1) [IF AN INDIVIDUAL IS EMPLOYED AS AN OPERATOR AT
THE TIME OF APPLICATION, THAT EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE MUST BE
VERIFIED BY THE EMPLOYER'S SIGNATURE ON THE APPLICATION;] the

applicant [OPERATOR] is responsible for providing verification of current and past

experience; the department may contact the applicant’s current and [OPERATOR'S]

previous employers;

18 AAC 74.050(b)(2) is amended to read:

(2) at least 50 percent of the operating experience must be obtained in the same
system Lype aﬁ f}q more than one class lower than the level of certification requested, and the
department will not allow substitution of education or substitution of operating experience

gained in another system type to meet the requirement of this paragraphﬁ, EXCEPT‘}?/
CA) AN APPLICANT wiITH 1O YEARS OR MORE oF OPERATING

10 @ At care Llu 24 aene
m -é—,-eL{gi_ — D
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= (2t canrias 702n Qra RAUIEDUA 1 " ;
ras, 5 oo FXPERIENCE 1N A CLASS T SYSTEM MEETS

B AAC 74.050¢02)(A)-is-reperted: — | THE EXPERyTn g REQUIREMENTS FOR

1:_‘;VE_1~ I CERTIFICATION (N THE SAME
)-repeated _t—w| SYSTEM TYFL; aup

(BY AN APFLICANT wWiTH 10 YEARS
OR. MORE. OF QOPERATING TXPLRIENCE 1IN

A AC 050 B o’ A CLASC IT SYSTEM MECTS THE EXPERIENCE
o ' FREQUIREMENTS FoOR LEVEL IV CERTIFICATION
‘-fBﬂepe&led:y:?t‘_N THE SAME SYSTOM TYFPEl;

18 AAC 74.050(c)(5) is amended to read:

(5) postsecondary education as described in (d) of this section may be substituted
for up to 50 percent of the required operating experience for levels 2 [II], 3 [11I], and 4 [IV]; the
rate of exchange of education for experience is one year of experience for each year of

department-approved, full-time postsecondary education successfully completed that meets the

requirements of this section;

Tl"ﬂ- ‘)n*i'a'rixod'c)ry [g_.nsua.a;_’ gF)
18 AAC 74.050(d) is amended to read:

(d) Additional education criteria referred to in Table A of this section and used by the

department to evaluate qualifications of individuals [OPERATORS] are subject to the following

provisions:

a = w

18 AAC 74.050(d)(1) is amended to read:
(1) the applicant [OPERATOR] must provide a transcript, a certificate of

completion, or similar verification approved by the department to document education used for

certification requirements;
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18 AAC 74.050(d)(2) is amended to read:

(2) 45 continuing education units (CEUs) in specialized operator training or
education approved by the department will be counted as one year of post[-]secondary education
toward the certification requirements; 10 hours of coursework approved by the department
equals one CEU; the department will approve specialized training or education coursework if it
is [DIRECTLY] related to, or can be applied to, the operation, maintenance, or management of a
water supply or wastewater system; the department will consider the advice and

recommendations of the board in approving this specialized training or coursework;

18 AAC 74.050(e)(1) is amended to read:

(1) two years of accrued excess water treatment or wastewater treatment
experience at a class 2 [II] or higher water treatment or wastewater treatment facility may be
used to satisfy a maximum of one year of the postsecondary education requirement for level 3

[IIT] water treatment or wastewater treatment certification;

18 AAC 74.050(e)(2) is amended to read:

(2) four years of accrued excess water treatment or wastewater treatment
experience at a class 3 [III] or higher water treatment or wastewater treatment facility may be
used to satisfy a maximum of two years of the postsecondary education requirement for level 4

[IV] water treatment or wastewater treatment certification;

18 AAC 74.050(e)(3) is amended to read:

(3) one year of accrued excess water distribution or wastewater collection

12
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experience at a class 2 [II] water distribution or wastewater collection system may be used to
satisfy a maximum of six months of the postsecondary education requirement for level 3 [III]

water distribution or wastewater collection certification;

18 AAC 74.050(e)(6) is amended to read:
(6) for certification of an individual [OPERATOR] at the provisional level and
level 1 [I] certification, the department will waive the minimum education requirements for an

applicant who passes a written examination and a practical evaluation.

18 AAC 74.050(f) is amended to read: ( o MINATIONS)
(f) [THE DEPARTMENT WILL ADMINISTER LEVEL I EXAMS TO APPLICANTS

WHO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROVISIONAL LEVEL CERTIFICATE.]

Provisional level certificates will be upgraded to level 1 [I] certificates upon satisfactory
fulfillment of the certification requirements of level 1 [I] certification and approval of a
completed application. Applications for upgrade of provisional level certificates will be reviewed

at least annually.

18 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(A) is amended to read:
(A) 12 months of simultaneous supervising and operating experience
toward level 1 [I] certification, even if the total number of hours worked during that

period of 12 months is less than 1,950 hours;
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18 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(B) is amended to read:
(B) 36 months of simultaneous supervising and operating experience
toward level 2 [11] certification, even if the total number of hours worked during that

period of 36 months is less than 5,850 hours;

18 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(C) is amended to read:
(C) 48 months of simultaneous supervising and operating experience
toward level 3 [I1I] certification, even if the total number of hours worked during that

period of 48 months is less than 7,800 hours;

18 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(D) is amended to read:
(D) 48 months of simultaneous supervising and operating experience
toward level 4 [IV] water treatment and wastewater treatment certification, even if the

total number of hours worked during that period of 48 months is less than 7,800 hours;

18 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(E) is amended to read:
(E) 72 months of simultaneous supervising and operating experience
toward level 4 [1V] water distribution and wastewater collection certification, even if the

total number of hours worked during that period of 72 months is less than 11,700 hours;

tan )
18 AAC 74.059_5[1) is amended to read:
(h) A certificate that is issued based on a waiver granted in (g) of this section applies

only to the system the operator is operating at the time of application [WHEN EXAMINED].
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When an operator certified under (g) of this section submits an application and meets the
experience requirements of (a) — (e) of this section, the department may upgrade the certificate to

one that is transferable.

i The introRAuc Yary Imsu:map. of ]
18 AAC 74.050(i) is amended to read:

(i) To be eligible to [TAKE AN EXAMINATION AND] receive certification to operate

a wastewater treatment system classified as a wastewater stabilization pond system under

18 AAC 74.120(b)(1), an applicant must have at least

(-E;f 8/21/78, Register 67; am 8/24/85, Register 95; am 5/29/93, Register 126; am 1/18/2001,
Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11/21/2010, Register 196; am 1U/26/2016, Register

220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.080

18 AAC 74.120(a)(1)(A) is amended to read:

(A) systems with 15 to 500 service connections are classified as class 1

(1];

18 AAC 74.120(a)(1)(B) is amended to read:
(B) systems with 501 to 5,000 service connections are classified as

class 2 [II];
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18 AAC 74.120(a)(1)(C) is amended to read:
(C) systems with 5,001 to 15,000 service connections are classified as

class 3 [II1];

-

18 AAC 74.120(a)(1)(D) is amended to read:
(D) systems with more than 15,000 service connections are classified as

class 4 [1V];

18 AAC 74.120(a)(3)(A) is amended to read:
(A) wastewater collection systems where gravity is the only means of
wastewater flow will be classified as class 1 [I] systems, regardless of the number of

service connections;

18 AAC 74.120(b) Table B is amended to read:

TABLE B
CLASSIFICATION RATING SYSTEM:
TREATMENT SYSTEMS

(By Range of Points)

(422 (i r-,i,gatt By “L Dol M) mlimt’.-i )
™~ - %
System Type 1[1] 2 (1] 3 [1I1] 4[1V]
Wastewater
Treatment System 1-30 31-55 56-75 76 and

above

16
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Water Treatment
System 1-30 31-55 56-75 76 and

above

18 AAC 74.120(d)(1) is amended to read:
(d) To classify wastewater treatment systems under (b) of this section,
(1) the department will use the following point system:
Item Points
N . Y JZUUJC;LC R »
Size -
S

¥ v ¥
Peak Day Design Capacity, gallons per day:

1688 THATL LOSDDD ... oo e mieiinss s s R T R B S B s A s T e 1
10,000 — U000 .cmmusssmmmmammm s s o s 2
50,001 = 100,000 .iveeieeteiienietee et e e 4
LU, — FOMLINIL .....omnernconnsnnesmmsmesmeninsssns b R RS A R SRR NS 9
500.001 — LDOODOY ..ocisssmsmsmsssmsmnmsamsvimnssms s sniissovimsesssssis o 12
1,000,001 = 5,000,000 .......cocveereervemcrerassrossnsssasnssnnorsonsassnssnnssssssanssanssssssnsssssssassssess 16
3.000.001 — 18.000,000. . omwmmmmmes s B s 20
20T A G R N U RO ———— 25
preater thai. 50,000,00K) ......vcmsrsecesmnommrmussosssssassenss it i 9 U
Pretreatment
INFIUEHL PUMPIIIE ©oviiiiieiie ettt e 2
o 1L L T L e —————— 1
Manually cleaned SCIEENS . ...coiviiiiiiiiiicii e 1
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Mechanically cleaned SCIEENS..........cccvvivireierenieniininieiinrrsree et
Fine screens, including mMiCroSCIEENS .........ccovvivuiiiiiieniiiiiiertinerenneesieseesienns
Comminutor, barminutor, grinders ........cc.ccoeevvevrernveniininiiiiie e

GIIETEMOVAL....cceieeeeeiieeeieeeeeeeeeeereeeete ettt et e e eesessissesstssesssasensensesseseesesaernrensennanses

Primary Treatment

Primary Clarifiers .........c.eeeerererrencniniecic e

Primary clarifiers with chemical addition..........cc.eccevrevviniiiiiiininiiiinnnne.

Imhoff tank, or other method of combined sedimentation

and digestion, other than a septic tank.........ccccoocceeeeveicinciincinnennnn.

DisSSOIVEd AIr FIOLAtION.......uvveiiiiiiiiiiiiireeiiecerteeeeesesssrtreetteeeeessessessssssassansrenes

Secondary Treatment

Trickling filter without recirculation .............coceeceneriiinvenieenrienireiecneereenens

Trickling filter with recirculation ...........ccoceeveerevieniincenieene e e

Activated sludge:

OXidation ditCh .....cc.ocvevueeiieiieitieecrte et
Diffused or dispersed aeration...........cccocecceveruesieneerenseresienieniesesennens

PUTE OXYZEN ...oineiriieeeeereccenec et sae e e sae s e s sasenas

Sequencing batch reactor (SBR), intermittent

cycle extended aeration system (ICEAS),

or other batch treatment method ........ccoceeeeeveveieireeeiiiiierereenens

Additional points if an activated sludge plant

is operated in high rate mode or contact

StabiliZation MOAE ........eeveviieeeeeeeeie et eeeeeeeree e

18
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Rotating biological CONtACtOr..........ccccevuerieererirreitiecrteeeeeeeree e 10
Activated bio-filter with @eration...........ccccivverveinrereienrnrenee e 10
Activated bio-filter without aeration ..........c.cccceeveeunenne e es et seeressesrene 8
Stabilization ponds Without @eration ............cccceeviereeiernieeiieniienneeesenirceseeeieneeenene 5
Aerated 1agOOMN ... .coceiiiiieeee et e 8
Secondary Clarifiers .......c.cooiverererienieniniiccererenese et 4
Secondary clarifiers with chemical addition.........cc.cccevverrieneneieneneiieeercrereeeenas 7

Advanced Waste Treatment

Polishing pond or effluent flow equalization............cccccoverveerverneerererennrrcrersenenen. 2
Chemical and physical treatment without secondary treatment .........c..cccceuenenne. 20
Chemical and physical treatment following secondary treatment......................... 15
0N EXCHANEGE ...ttt ettt 4
Granular media filtration ...........coccoccieiininicin e 8

Membrane filtration, including reverse osmosis, microfiltration, ultrafiltration

or nanofiltration .............. cevescesessinsens cecessecissinsinsinsens cevceees cevcess 8[10]
Membrane filtration, integrated syStem.......c.ooeeeserieseeeciesessesiossrasnsnasas 12
Electrodialysis, electrodialysis reversal..............ccceevverreninricrenienenrenienenienens 10[20]
Biological or combined chemical and biological nutrient removal....................... 12
Nitrification by extended aeration Only .........ccoceeevieeerenenieieeiiniereeeneceeeeeeeee e 2
Chemical precipitation of phoSPhOroUS..........c.eeeveriereirieiiieieecese sttt 3
PH adjuStment ........c.oovuiiiiiiiiiictete sttt sttt a e neene 3
Activated carbon columns or beds...........ccovceeinieinveninieniiicincseneneee e 8

In-plant Odor Control (maximum of 6 points in any combination)
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BIOTIMEE crmimrmim o s aasie  ER REARS BIS A R T s 3

Adsorption with activated carbon or equal adsorbent ..........cccceceevevierenicriericieenns 3
s & otz neone 1)

Wl SCTUDBET s ivnnmranamrivs e e s s AN s s RS TS RR TS 3 (6]

Thermal deactivation with catalytic progess. . smiesisisismissasiiass 6

RIS FEINRIAE BHEBNE.... v evcsmmecssmusonsssnmvavsmesnss sossasesiessosssammssssssxonnsrsenhs s sakramsssicns exvsnnss 2

Sludge Thickening and Dewatering

S10AEE AECANE EATK ......coioumcmmimmsvivsismisussussassssnssnssunssiserssosss shisssssyvs oresaan smsnnsasusssns 2
Gravity thickener DaSIN.........cooeiiriiriiiirieseei ettt eenes 3
i n s LI 5 od 1 1 O — 4
CRTIIEE. s A R e s T e R0 6
Belt filter press, plate-and-frame press, or vacuum filter........ccocceevvviiriiiiiincniennnnes 8
SR DAPIEP ..c.couvimmmimmmimemsssaiiiniissssnonsseiedss o ey e s s S eas X sr 3
Evaporative sludge drying by means of drying beds.........ccocevevvviniiiiiniiiicnninnnns 2

Additional points if a polymer is added to
sludge before the sludge is put in drying beds......cccoovveviiiiiiiiiniiiiieinn, 3

Sludge Stabilization and Conditioning

Untieated anzergbie digeslion ..o amivmsssimssismssaamiimms 8
Heated anactobic QiBESHOMN. . cconrersrnsernsasssossssss sosssensosnasssastsnsassrasssetassenssssngssnssssans 10
Aerobie dIgeSHON ussrsnnmmmsmm s R s S TSRS S
VEEEOTRAREOR. .o icimnscamninsitiascnisbasormissonie s i S i s P eV R NS 10
Chemieal stabilization With IIE .. i e

In-vessel composting, if controlled and operated by
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the operator as part of routine systems Operations........cccvvveervreeeerneersnens 10
Static pile composting, if controlled and operated by the
operater as part of routine Systenm OPELAtIONS uxx«sssusssssavesiyssssgmnsmnisaisd
Solids Disposal
Incineration, if controlled and operated by the operator
a5 part oF routinG SYSIENT DPEERIIOITS suvmsrmmmmsri b s s 12

Land application, if controlled and operated by the

operator as part of routing SysStem OPErations .........cc.eevereeeeereereererieernennend
Shadpe IREROR o R B R A
OFT-81L€ AISPOSAL ..ottt 1

Disinfection

Liguid and povwdered Bypothlorites....c.ummnmasmmmmsmnsmasnomsmmssamsmmss 3

Additional points if hypochlorites are generated on-Sit€........ccccvvvevvveernnen. 2
G ORI o s S A S T T R R T 12

f‘fk—’zbwrvuum)))

Chlor-Alkali on-site generation.....oe.uieeieeeieeeeieseiansesassssasasssssssasssasnss 12
Chlorination using tablets. ... ..o 1
Ulltraviol el N ooy s s s S s ST SRR 3
Ozonation Without PUIe OXVEEI.........oviiiiiiiiiiiieiiee i e e e eessssvaanesae e 3110]
Uzonstion with pure liguefied oxveeluasinaaasunmassasiisasis 4
Ozonation with on-site generation of pure OXygen.....oeceessieeeissseesassnsonnen 5
Dechlorination With ZaS ......ccviiieiieie e eaae s e e s s rnae s 10
Dechlorination with chemical dechlorination agents other than gas...........cccoeue..... 3
Dechlorination using tablets. .. .......ooiii i 1
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Effluent Discharge
Plant pumping of effluent ..o 2
e L 1L 3 T — 2

18 AAC 74.120(d)(2) is amended to read:
(2) for purposes of this subsection, community septic tanks will be considered

part of the wastewater collection system, not a primary treatment method; and

18 AAC 74.120(e)(1) is amended to _read:

0.1
Cos STRIR U‘I‘ldhf_]
(e) To classify water treatment[systems under (b) of this section,

(1) the department will use the following point system:
Item Points
Size

Peak day design capacity, gallons per day:

Tesgthian 10000 e immsnmmmmmmsen s s s by S s S iy T S AN S S h SR Tt |
10,000 = 50,000 .voiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e S 2
SO0 = TEIIL.....coceremmsmsrnmmmmsaseonmssssrmmssesints SR A S T TR 4
100001~ BOD00 osasinssssssssrmenssuinsmmms s msasass s o wms s s v 9
500,001 = 1,000,000 ..c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiieic e 12
1O0CLEET — 5 00RUE0DY. .. oo shosnsnaran s i i R R R e 16
5.000,001 — 10,000,000 ;v oamsmisavis e 20
10,000,001 — 50,000,000 ......eoiiiriiieiiieieieeee ettt 25
pregier than 50,000,000 .uamimrammmmosmivammsss ammismmaimss s 30
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Water Supply Source
GIOUNAWALET ...e.vveiveeereeeieeieeeeteeeeeettesae e erressaeesaee st essteasaseessnessseesnnsesneesssessssessnnes
Groundwater under the direct influence of surface water .......c.cccoeeceeviinviinnienee
SUITACE WALET ...eooviiiiiiiiiieiee ettt e e st e e s re s e st e e e sbatessobeessenneesassessans
Surface water maintaining filtration avoidance criteria
under 18 AAC 80.620........ccuvirriniieirieieenieeneerreecreestressrneesraeesseesssessasessane
SEAWALET ....cceeereteeiierirteetese et eree it e eteeee e et e see e esee e tesaesseasanenassmtessnesssessseossassase 10
Purchased treated WAaLer ..........cocvevciiiiieeiieeiiererieesiesreesee s ive s iaesesresesensesenseseesessessneens
Raw water Storage tank..........ccecveeueeierieieeiececeeeeee e cresseessree e et see e 3 [4]
Pretreatment
Presedimentation Basin ........c.cooceeieiiieiie et cee e s n et e s ae e ssbeeae
Hydrocyclone or similar sand separator device........c.oecvevereeeieesiennioneesennireniens
MICTOSCICEI ...c..uvvernieiiieenireereenrerieenteesaesaessessseesseessntensseaessessseesssassssanesseessssessaens
Roughing filter:
Cartridge fIlLET ...cc..ooviiieieteeee et ettt ssae e
Non-backwashable strainer or filter...........cccovevviviveeenrreenreecree e
Gravel Or TOCK fIlter .......cveieieieiiieeeee ettt aees
Backwashable granular media filter ..........cccoevevvieviveeviencenenieceerccinee,
Add-heat system t0 heat raw Waler ..........c..ccuvereemeeeerercrrinireeteseee e seeeeaens
Adjustment and Corrosion Control
PH adjuStment .........c..ooviiiiiiiieeeeeee ettt ean

COITOSION INNIDIEOT. .. ...vvveiieieiieieeete et e e e et ee e s eeeveeeesaeesaeeesessnneeeeseeansnaeaenan
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DCLIESIBION. .. o vt cmmammmosmns nms s enmmmim s s i Ksm smme b a A s
Treatments
Aeration:
IN-1iNE VENTUII-EYPE ...cvevvirrieiiiiieirireeeenreseesee e e esaee e saessssraensensensesnnesnennenns 1
Mechanies]l or- dituser] . onumssmmisammsssmma s e s 3
TSR BATIORIRDIR cosciommmasismmnsnssisisas b e A R S S A  br 3
FON BRODBIEE .o T R T S R SRS R s 4

Non-regenerated sorption processes, including activated alumina,

modified activated alumina, and ironihased SOFBEHLS .. vvuvmvarsosassrsensarssssnasnses 3
On-sife rageneration of sorption process MEIa ... 10

Activated carbon, if not included as a bed layer in another filter:

Activated carbon cartridge or bag filter.........ccoeervvviniinniniicnninicniinens 2
Powdered activated carbon treatment ..csimsssvammsssimvisssmissassiosns 4
Granular activated carbon contactors [FILTERS]..........cccccooviviiinnins 48]
On-site regeneration of activated carbon ........cocoovveviiiniiiiniiinniiienies 16

Chemical oxidation:

HypoChIOFIte SOMILION ..vvvvvrvurserereressssnnseessssasorsssasossesessosassavassesssnssasaasnensoness 3
KBS DRIHINNG..... . oo mssiinsins somins s s S A AR ISR A VR 12
Folassinm DerTOANBRIBIE juu musiviimmnissssimsss s A s 4
BIATOECH PEEOKIIR. ....cveimsosvssssssvamsussavesrmssamsons smnssrassess naz sasassasssasanehspras srassanas)
Ozonation without DUXe OXYReIN.....umsamamvsesi sy 3[10]
Ozonation with pure liquefied oxygen..........oceeveunn... T ——
Ozonation with on-site generation of pure oxvgen...... SEiss SR -
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Coagulation:
Primary coagulant............cc.o.oiviiiereeieeririietecceee e 5
Coagulant aid, flocculent, or filter aid........................ 3 points for each chemical

added, up to a maximum of

12 points
Rapid mix units:
MechaniCal MIXETS.........cccvieeiiuieiieeieieeeecteeeete et ev s be e s ereesesaeene 5
INJECHION MIXETS ..veveuiiiirierieiirietiet et steess e ss e et e b s sesssbebessebesees 3
In-line blender MIXEIS......c.cccviieiriivienerreerireere e erresvee e te s erreneeneens 2
IN-1in€ SLAtiC MIXEIS ....cveeevieeeiieeie ettt eebesenne e 0[1]
Flocculation tanks:
Hydraulic flocCulator...........ccccuveieiiieeiiiecccteeec et 4
Mechanical flOCCULALOT .........cceeveeeereereieecetrrece e eve e sreebe s sresneeene 8
Sedimentation or clarification:
TUDE SEUIETS .....coovveeiiviereeree e ee e e sbe e s e e e s s sesssaeane 2
Inclined-plate, Lamella-type or equivalent...........cocceueveieiicrcnininienncncnnnnes 2
Horizontal flow conventional clarifier............ccooveervceereviiiicieeccrnee e 4
Batch sedimentation........... cessssssassasensaasaes osssesssssssssssessssssassas &
AdSOrption Clarifier........ccvverenriviieiiiiieiciree ettt 6
Up-flow SOlids CONLACL........ccveriririiriirieeiieeeeee ettt sresaeas 10
Dissolved air flotation...........ccevveecceieninnienicnree e svecereesneesaeeseeas 16
Combined rapid mix-coagulation-flocculation-sedimentation unit........... 20

Filtration:
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Cartridge-or bag filter — singleunituuunsismasnunimmsiensissss oo, 2
Cartridge or bag filteis ~ staged, maltiple anils ..o 4
SIOW SANG ..ottt 4
4L 10 L T — 8

Membrane filtration, including reverse osmosis, microfiltration,

ultrafiltratio/r’l\ or nanofiltration [, ALL TYPES] .....cc..ccccoviiiieennnns 8 [10]
f

Membrane fiﬁration, integrated SysteM.ocsssssusiss sunasnssssnsyssnsnase 12

Diatomaceous €arth ......oovvviiieeeiiiiee e 12
Electrodialysis, electrodialysis reversal, distillation, s 10
Eime SORCIIIE oo ummnmimmmsomesseimmme s s i s o e st s s ey 16
R BCALDOTETITNL c.ovn emsomws s mmesmsasss enmranmms eunammrs soeners st spasspenssemsmnns o8 SR G AN A AT RS ITRAFY 8
Fluoridation:

Sodium feride salupiler. oo s s, 2

Soditm Sl COTIIOTIIE. .. .cvonrmesconmmmssnmsssonsnonmnsomnsnnms s onss s dams SAe R TERET S 3

Hydrofluorosiliciomit uwmmmmsmmmmsnoummmsmmsessnme s

Disinfection:

Ligiiid aiid powdered hypoehlotites .. oumsmnnaumnmmsmn ey 3

Additional points if hypochlorites are generated on-site................. 2
(GAS TRIGTINE ..cuonscsnsmssansrssrmssmsmssmnnsrsmmsrnsen memsensrassoarmans spssnsrsnnts syms s AR 7453 12
Chioritstion nRing B oo S e e aessisss 1

Ammonia addition for chloramination:
vsitig liguid ammonia Solution s siammmsess g 3

USINE AMIAOMIA ZAS ccuuwwicvisinssssanmirssmmsninssromsvssss sn ssassssnsaesaassmnss ooms 12
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CHIGHIRE QIORITE .o 0senesensnssnonsosssmessapsrssssinons ussmnsssmssnimsemnmsssrsssmsmsarssnsaexsasiinnss 8
A 2resencang Y

Chlor-Alkali on-site L EONErHtON ;s vossvivassssssnisacT s sy R e b 12

Ozonation Without PUre OXVgen...............ccccoovvvieiiieecieeecireceeaeeens 3[10]

Ozonation with pure liquefied OXYZeN.....ccoeesesseseesiasosrossssassassnss 4

Ozonation with on-site generation of pure OXygen.....ooevieeeieeieeanen 5

DIEHOIET LIBIK. . ..coommesimmmmnsesmmminsesssnssssnmminsssesim s ssui mbsransatsn 2 (3]

Ultraviolet light. for the purposes of meeting required inactivation... 4

Water storage tank, for the purpose of achieving contact time[ CLEARWELL OR

FINISHED WATER STORAGE IN PLANT] .......cccccevieriiuivmrnssnisursanssnssnessnsssssasasnsass b

(odividya)s )

Finished water storage tank, if the system serves fewer than 500 people or 100

service connections, and ]

? UO{J! Q00

the tank has a capacity of ene-million gallons or more ..........coeceeeneienee. 3
the tank has a capacity @n 50,000 %? 0999.999 gallons. s 2
the tank has a capacity of less than 50,000 gallons ........ccceevuievneirnininnnn 1
PresSore SRS ... isesssspsispissssiinasimpiipmiisien aise T 0

On-site treatment of system sludge or backwash:

Discharge to sewer or other off-site treatment ..........ccoocvivvviiiniiinniennninnenn 0
Discharge to on-site pond, septic tank, or 1agoon.........cccvvviiiieniiiiniiiiiinn 2
Mechanical dewatering. ... e 6

Filter backwash water or sludge supernatant recycling

OPOUNAWALOT SOULCR icisiivisriiissisisiaassissiissiiuisssssussnsssnssssssssbssssssnssssins 2

SUIrfACE WALET SOUICE covererssessssssssosssssassasasasssssssasssssssssssssassssssssssassss 3

27



Register 220, _Janua rj 2017 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

18 AAC 74.120(e)(2) is amended to read:
(2) for purposes of the point system set out in (1) of this subsection, the
department will assign a point value to ozonation only once, even if ozonation is used to

accomplish multiple water treatment objectives; [.]

18 AAC 74.120(e) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(3) for purposes of the point system set out in (1) of this subsection, a system
with a water storage tank for the purpose of achieving contact time and with a water storage tank
for the purpose of storing finished water%ill only be assigned a point value for the water storage
tank used for the purpose of achieving contact time. (Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67; am 8/24/85,
Register 95; am 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11/21/2010, Register
196; am y_ﬁé/@f_f-, Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.090

18 AAC 74.125(a) is amended to read:

18 AAC 74.125. Transition for systems increasing in classification. (a) If as required
under 18 AAC 74.010(a) a supervising operator ol;lprimary operating shift of a water or
No \/eml.o er 26,
wastewater system was certified at a level equal to the classification on or before {effective date
20(b
of regulation} [INOVEMBER 21, 2010] of the system under that operator’s control, and that
November 26, 2016

system increased in classification under 18 AAC 74.120 on {effective date of regulation}

[NOVEMBER 21, 2010], that supervising operator of the primary [OPERATING] shift must be

Nevember 26, 2019
certified on or before {effective date of regulation plus 2 years} INOVEMBER 21, 2012] at a

level equal to or greater than the higher classification.
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18 AAC 74.125(b) is amended to read:
(b) If as required under 18 AAC 74.010(a) a supervising operator of a secondary

operating shift of a water or wastewater system was certified at no less than one level below the

November 2b, 201k
level equal to the classification on or before {effective date of regulation} [INOVEMBER 21,

2010] of the system under that operator’s control, and that system increased in classification

November 2b, 2016
under 18 AAC 74.120 on {effective date of regulation} [NOVEMBER 21, 2010], that

supervising operator of the secondary [OPERATING] shift must be certified on or before

November 26, 2018
{effective date of regulation plus 2 years} [NOVEMBER 21, 2012] at a level no less than one

level below the higher classification.

18 AAC 74.125(c) is repealed:

(c) Repealed /26 20l

18 AAC 74.125(d) is repealed:

(d) Repealed 1/2b/20l6, (Eff. 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11/21/2010, Register 196; 4

lJ.LZLLQO—l—@-—RegfﬁeF—léé am 11 /2b/ 201, Register220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.090

18 AAC 74.400 is amended to read:

18 AAC 74.400. Applicability. The requirements of 18 AAC 74.410 —

18 AAC 74.440 [18 AAC 74.410 — 18 AAC 74.450] apply to a

(1) community or non-transient non-community water system that

(A) has fewer than 100 service connections;
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(B) is used or intended for use by fewer than 500 individuals per day; and
(C) has been classified as a small, untreated or small, treated water system

under 18 AAC 74.405 [18 AAC 74.450],

(2) community or non-transient non-community water system that
(A) has fewer than 15 service connections;
(B) is used or intended for use by 500 or more individuals per day; and
(C) has been classified as a small, untreated or small, treated water system

under 18 AAC 74.405 [18 AAC 74.450]; and

(3) transient non-community water system that
(A) uses a surface water source or a groundwater under the direct
influence of surface water source; and
(B) has been classified as a small, treated water system under

18 AAC 74.405 [18 AAC 74.450]. (Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180;

am 11/21/2010, Register 196; am E/Q_b/&fé, Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080
18 AAC 74 A#Lie—lgis amended a new section to read:

18 AAC 74.405. Classification of small, untreated or small, treated water systems.
(a) Except as provided in 18 AAC 74.006, the department will classify a community or non-
transient non-community water system with fewer than 100 service connections that is used or
intended for use by fewer than 500 individuals per day, a community or non-transient non-
community water system with fewer than 15 service connections that is used or intended for use

by more than 500 individuals per day, and a transient non-community water system that uses a
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surface water source or groundwater under the direct influence of surface water source, as
follows:

(1) a water system that does not add chemicals to the water will be classified as a
small, untreated water system;

(2) a waler system that adds a single chemical to the water will be classified as a
small, treated water system;

(3) for purposes of this section, the use of ultraviolet light to meet an inactivation

requirement will be considered the equivalent of the addition of a single chemical.J

25 A
o -

(Eff ._“_ﬁ_é/z';lé. Registerazo)

Authority:  AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080

Editor’s nete; The sobject madter of 13 RRC TH4os o
z s adre ! / HOS was Formly !Oc.ad'.a;.:L

at 1% RAC T4 450, The, hishory nate far 18 RRS, 74,405 oloes n ¥ refl i
~ B ek gl o reflect Ha, history

18 AAC 74.410 is repealed and readopted to read:
18 AAC 74.410. Certified operator requirements for small, untreated and small,
treated water systems. At all times, a public water system described in 18 AAC 74.400 must

and ¥C1)
have an operator, certified at a level equal to or greater than the classification of the system,jon-

site at the syslcmr or 4 to be on-site at the system

’d’i Wf off. site. undar i perasgraph, Yha operator sha)l be avalable

5 : W
w _1\["3 raclio ar ‘f’QlQ.phoML_‘:

h(Eﬂ'. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am ﬂ/?f{@'@ Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080

18 AAC 74 Aﬁie‘-lejis amended & dd a new section to read:

18 AAC 74.415. Contract operations. (a) The department may approve a plan for

supervision of a water system described in 18 AAC 74.400 by a certified operator who

31



Register 220, Janua rj 2017 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

supervises more than one water system. The department will include in its approval any terms
and conditions that the department considers necessary to protect human health, safety, and
welfare. The system owner must submit a request for approval under this subsection on a form
provided by the department. The department will approve a request under this subsection if

(1) the supervising operator is certified at a level equal to or greater than the
classification of the water system;

(2) the department determines that the supervising operator will oversee the
system in compliance with the requirements of this chapter and 18 AAC 80; and

(3) the department determines that human health, safety, and welfare will be
adequately protected.

(b) In approving or denying a request, or revoking an approval under (a) of this section,

the department will consider

(1) the complexity of the system;

(2) the proposed frequency of routine visits by the certified operator;

(3) system accessibility;

(4) plans for response when emergency action is needed,;

(5) Jtotal number of systems the certified operator supervises;

(6)\J}ég-mpliance history of other systems under the supervision of the certified
operator; and

(7) other factors relevant to system oversight or to the protection of human

health, safety, and wel fary

,—

e
(Eff. 1 /26/20l6, Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080
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18 AAC 74.420 is repealed and readopted to read:

18 AAC 74.420. Certification requirements for operators of small, untreated or
small, treated water systems. (a) An individual seeking certification under 18 AAC 74.400 —
18 AAC 74.440 must submit a completed application to the department, for the level of
certification sought

(1) ona form provided by the department;

- - (2) accompanied by the fee required by 18 AAC 74.870.
(E.xca_‘-d- as i‘“Wa’ e oy -@

2ction, ~H

(b) departmélﬁill certify an applicant who meets the
(1) examination requirements of 18 AAC 74.430;
(2) experience and education requirements of 18 AAC 74.440; and

(3) fee requirements of 18 AAC 74.870.
9 .Q.'- ﬂ-f['ﬁ(‘m"‘ MU

(c) te disclose past or pending disciplinary action by

another certifying agency.

(d) When considering an individual’s application for certification, the department may
oy ono cartifying_aganc ((tha. :pri'ic:.ani-f_s )
W capacity as an

consider past or pending disciplinary action)imposed on the applicant in |
operatonW

(e) The department may deny certification to an applicant whose certification has been
revoked by another certifying agency.

(f) The department may deny certification to an applicant determined to have falsified or

? v
withheld information on gheis application. (Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register
."z_.-—-_—A

I

180; am ([ /26/200b, RegisterZ220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.060 AS 46.30.080

M__—-\-_
ﬁCJ‘) Loken '*—"-h":j onder (o) = (F) of +hiz sechan M&?a.r‘fmrd‘ m

considar the focyors sel oulk in (2 RAL 74.8300Ch). {
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18 AAC 74.430(a) is amended to read:
18 AAC 74.430. Examination requirements for operators of small, untreated or
small, treated water systems. (a) To be certified to operate a water system classified as a

small, untreated system or small, treated system under 18 AAC 74.405 [18 AAC 74.450], an

individual [APPLICANT] must pass an approved and validated written examination that
demonstrates the individual’s [APPLICANT’S] skills, knowledge, ability, and judgment to
operate a system of that classification in compliance with the requirements of this chapter and

18 AAC 80.

18 AAC 74.430(b) is repealed:

(b) Repealed Il /26/ 2010

18 AAC 74.430(c) is amended to read:
(¢) A written validated examination will be held at least annually, at a time and place
announced by the department. The individual [APPLICANT] shall pay the examination fee

required by 18 AAC 74.870(b) when submitting a request for examination [18 AAC

74.870(c) AT THE TIME OF THE WRITTEN EXAMINATION].

18 AAC 74.430(f) is amended to read:
(M) The department will grade each examination administered under this section and
notify each examinee [APPLICANT] of the results within 60 days after the examination. The

department will not provide the completed, graded examination to the examinee [APPLICANT].

34



Register 220 , Janua v > 2017 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
e 2¥arinea's

The examinee [APPLICANT] may review their BPPLICANT S] examination results

with the department.

18 AAC 74.430(g) is repealed:
(g) Repealed U 2brolb. (Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180;
am /1 /% /2006, Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.050 AS 46.03.080

18 AAC 74.440(a) is amended to read:

18 AAC 74.440. Experience and education requirements for operators of small,
untreated or small, treated water systems. (a) The department will use the minimum
education and experience requirements and substitution provisions of this section to evaluate an

applicant’s qualifications to operate a water system classified as a small, untreated or small,

treated water system under 18 AAC 74.405 [18 AAC 74.450].

The. iy docdory Vana wege ef,
,1 8 AAC 74.440(b) is amended to read:

(b) To be eligible to [TAKE AN EXAMINATION AND] receive certification, an

applicant for certification to operate a small, untreated water system must have at least
LM in¥ro. iu;i:.\ry ]dlw.j I 2, oF

fS AAC 74.440(c) 1s anendad o read:

(c) To be eligible to [TAKE AN EXAMINATION AND] receive certification, an

applicant for certification to operate a small, treated water system must have at least
I ¥y

(Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am )\/2/20b, Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080
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18 AAC 74.450 is repealed:

18 AAC 74.450. Classification of small, untreated or small, treated water systems.
Repealed. (Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11/21/2010, Register
196; repealed U /26/20tb, Register220)

3 ME{}T A szz; Tha- subject madter of 1€ ARG TUYS0 has baon relocated, o
18 AAC 74.810(b) is amended to read:

(b) The department will send each certificate holder a renewal notice at least 60 days

before the certificate expires [LAPSES]. Notice will be mailed to the last address of record. The

operator shall keep the department informed of the operator’s current mailing address. Failure to

receive notice does not relieve the holder of the responsibility to renew the certificate.

18 AAC 74.810(c)(1) is amended to read:
(1) for a small, untreated water system certification, an operator must complete

approved courses equal to 0.5 drinking water core continuing education units (CEUs);

18 AAC 74.810(c)(2) is amended to read:
(2) for a small, treated water system certification, an operator must complete

approved courses equal to one drinking water core CEU;

18 AAC 74.810(c)(3) is amended to read:
(3) for certification as an operator at the provisional level or level 1 [I] — level 4
[IV] certification, an operator must complete approved courses equal to three CEUs of which

two CEUs must be core and one CEU may be non-core.
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18 AAC 74.810(c)(4) is amended to read:
(4) for certification to operate a wastewater treatment system classified as a
wastewater stabilization pond system under 18 AAC 74.120(b)(1), an operator must complete

approved courses equal to 0.5 core CEUs.

18 AAC 74.810(d) is amended to read:
(d) An operator holding more than one certificate at the provisional level or level 1 [I] -
level 4 [1V] need complete only the courses required to satisfy renewal requirements for one of

the certificates, but must complete the required courses at least every three years.

18 AAC 74.810(e) is amended to read:
(e) The dg_[i%tment will renew a certificate if an operator pays the fee required by
2

18 AAC 74.870(?; [18 AAC 74.870(d)], and is otherwise in compliance with this chapter.

18 AAC 74.810(f) is amended to read@
(f) For purposes of this section,[l_cn hours of approved training equals one CEU. For

applicable college courses one semester hour is equivalent to 1.5 CEUs and one quarter

hour is equivalent to one CEU. The department will approve training if that training is

[DIRECTLY] related to, or can be applied to, the operation, maintenance, or management of a
walter or wastewater system as followg

(1) drinking water core CEUs are those directly related to the drinking

water industry or those integral to the operation and maintenance of a drinking water

system A
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(2) core CEUs are those directly related to the water or wastewater industry

or those integral to the operation and maintenance of water or wastewater systems;

(3) non-core CEUs are those still relevant to the water or wastewater

industry but indirectly related or peripheral to the industry;
&
e, Bo-less-

(4) drinking water core and core CEUs may be repeated one tim

than three years following the original course completion, for half CEU credit;

(5) non-core CEUs may not be repeated for credit:

(6) wastewater stabilization pond courses may be repeated, Roless than

three vears following the original course completion, for full CEU credit for the renewal of

wastewater stabilization pond certificates.
L .
diwe befa, s, apudonivn .?m yurcy L%ad_uel; sz wotual -exnd »

18 AAC 74.810(g) is repealedé
(2) Repealed Ul 26/2016. (Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157, am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am
11/21/2010, Register 196; am [1/2b/20(6, Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.060 AS 46.30.080

18 AAC 74.820 is repealed and readopted to read:

18 AAC 74.820. Expired certificates. (a) An individual who seeks renewal of an
expired certificate must submit a request for renewal to the department within 365 days after the
certificate expires. The department will renew an expired certificate upon receipt of a request for
renewal that includes proof of compliance with 18 AAC 74.810 and the expired certificate
renewal fee required by 18 AAC 74.870. An individual with an expired certificate is not

certified.
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(b) The department will not renew a certificate that has expired by more than one year.
An individual with a certificate that has expired by more than one year must seek recertification
under 18 AAC 74.020 or 18 AAC 74.420. (Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157;
am 1l /26/201b, Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.080

18 AAC 74.830 is repealed and readopted to read:

18 AAC 74.830. Disciplinary action. (a) The department may enter into a consent
agreement with an operator, issue a letter of reprimand to an operator, or suspend or revoke a
certificate, upon a determination that one or more of the following acts of misconduct occurred:

(1) fraud or deceit in obtaining the certificate;
(2) fraud or deceit in plant record keeping;
(3) gross negligence in the operation of a system;
(4) a substantial violation of the requirements of this chapter or 18 AAC 80.
(b) When considering whether to enter into a consent agreement with an operator, issue a

Fo tha op2rator

letter of reprimand, OFM suspend or revoke a certificate, the department will consider
A

the potential threat to human health or the environment, the severity of the act of misconduct,

and any previous acts of misconduct.
(¢) The department will consider board recommendations in deciding whether to enter
into a consent agreement with an operator, issue a letter of reprimand to an operator, or suspend

GJG‘? leder thar 30) > care.
or revoke a certificate. Fhirty days ~te the board meeting, the department ¥halt issue a notice

QJ; Cs Hhe)
to the operator, including a description of the allegations} date, time, and location of the board

meeting] and how the operator can participate in the meeting. If the alleged act of misconduct
-
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poses a clear and immediate threat to public health or environment, the department may waive

the 3%/%&13/ notice in order to hold an immediate meeting of the board, while still providing

C t dater Hhan fer
appropriate notice to the operator.Within 10 days the meeting, the board shall issue a
recommendation to the department based on a presentation of facts, including the testimony of

(net later than (affern)
the operator. The department 95aH issue a decision %4thia 30 days-81 receiving the board’s

recommendation.

(d) An operator whose certificate has been suspcndedol be the supervising

(;_ﬂ—w systere Yypa For wihich } (was originally Hssued)

operator of a system type that is the same as|the certificate that has been suspendecﬂi.

(e) An operator whose certificate has been suspended may have the certificate reinstated
F . '

at the end of the suspension period the certificate renewal requirements of
18 AAC 74.810 are met. The operator shall pay the certificate reinstatement fee required by
18 AAC 74.870(1) at the time of certificate reinstatement.

(f) An operator whose certificate has been revokedot be issued future certification
and shall forfeit all other valid certificates indefinitely. An operator whose certificate has been
revoked may not serve as an operator al any water or wastewater system.

(tha operator may not vs)
(g) If an operator’s certificate has been suspended,‘operating experience gained during
A

suspension i-ie/-yhne{—be-&sed to satisfy the experience requirements of 18 AAC 74.050 or 18 AAC

Qe <=L
Vv
(gDiSCiplinary action department decision subject to review under

18 AAC 74.86%&49%?@3 the commlssmnc@not participate in a decision made under this

e Cado )
section. u{ﬂ‘ 4

FA440; (Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am |[/2b/20/, Register?20)
AS 4G, 30.0720
Authority:  AS 46.30.060 AS 46.30.080 AS 4G, 30.090

3
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18 AAC 74.840 1s amended to read:

18 AAC 74.840. Temporary certification. In compliance with AS 46.30.110, the
department will issue a temporary certificate unless the department determines that human
health, safety, and welfare would not adequately be protected. The temporary certificate is valid
until the earliest date when the operator may be examined and certified under this chapter. A

temporary certificate applies only to the system that the applicant is operating at the time of

application, and will not be renewed. The Fee: y 18 AAC 74.870(h) [18 AAC

74.870(e)] must be paid before a temporary certificate will be issued. (Eff. 1/18/2001, Register
157; am 10 26/20(6, Register 220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.110

18 AAC 74.850(2) is amended to read:
(2) review qualifications of applicants for [EXAMINATION AND] certification

in cooperation with the department or at the applicant’s request;

18 AAC 74.850(4) is amended to read:

4o an operator (4) make recommendations to the department as the department issues a letter of

reprimand{ or suspends [, CANCELS, INVALIDATES,] or revokes a certificate,

(Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am lf /2b/20/6, Register 220)

Authority:  As 46.30.020 AS 46.30.030 AS 46.30.060

18 AAC 74.860(c) is amended to read:
o=
(¢) Within 60 day the director or designee granting a review of a decision, the
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board shall hold a meeting to review the original decision, consider any additional

f’t:lh_i later Yhan 20 .'h»z;f'urz)

- - . \‘.‘_._ 27 3 >

information provided and develop a recommendation. Fhirty days \Eﬂ'i:l\— the board
S { wsil) )

meeting, the department | issue a notice to the requestor of the review, including the

[ ‘tha re. <Je-._\?+c.r

date, time and location of the board meeting and how He/she can participate. Within 10
> Cofter
days tbllwir\{g’ the board meeting, the board shall issue a recommendation to the director

or designee. The commissioner will not participate in the board meeting or development of

the board’s recommendation. [IF A REVIEW IS GRANTED, THE DIRECTOR OR

DESIGNEE MAY REQUEST ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OF THE APPLICANT OR
OTHER REQUEST ER THE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE SHALL PROVIDE THE BOARD
WITH COPIES OF THE REQUEST FOR REVIEW AND ANY ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION. THE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE MAY HOLD A HEARING WITH THE
BOARD ATTENDING. THE COMMISSIONER WILL NOT ATTEND OR PARTICIPATE
IN ANY HEARING UNDER THIS SUBSECTION. THE BOARD SHALL ISSUE A
RECOMMENDATION TO THE DIRECTOR OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE
REGARDING A DECISION ON THE REQUEST FOR REVIEW. THE COMMISSIONER
WILL NOT TAKE PART IN THE BOARD’S DEVELOPMENT OF THAT

RECOMMENDATION.]

(Eff. 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 1042 2016, Register 220)

Authority: AS 46.03.020 AS 46.30.080 ’?\S 46.35.090(ej
18 AAC 74.870 is repealed and readopted to read:
i o,

18 AAC 74.870. Fees. (ai‘-ﬁill fee?llisted in this section #re nonrefundable except as

provided in-seetions (c) and {n)
q0 et
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(b) The fee for each examination to be taken is $150.

(c) If the department is notified in writing at least two weeks before a written
examination date that an applicant cannot take a scheduled examination and wishes to be
rescheduled, the examination fee paid by the applicant will be applied to the next examination
cycle without a new reregistration.

(d) The fee to apply for certification is $100.

(e) The fee to renew an active certificate is $100.

(f) The fee to renew an expired certificate within 90 days after the certificate expires is

$150. P it . W
ayer Yhan A0 .-2,1);5 bot not later than

(g) The fee to renew an expired certificate Within9--to 365 days after the certificate
expires is $300.

(h) The fee to apply for a temporary certificate is $100.

(i) The fee to reinstate a suspended certificate is $300,

(j) The fee to apply for reciprocity, as described in AS 46.30.100, is $300.

(k) The fee for a replacement certificate is $50.

(/) The fee for a department-sponsored operator training classroom course is $150 per
[_—-F—— day. The fee is nonrefundable, except as provided in (m) of this section.

(m) The department will cancel an operator training classroom course with fewer than
10 students registered. If the department cancels a course, the fee paid under (/) of this section
will be refunded.

(n) The fee for a department-sponsored correspondence course providing continuing

education unit (CEU) credits, is $20 per CEU plus the cost of course materials. (Eff.

1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11/21/2010, Register 196; am
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[l 26/20[6 , Register 220)
Authority:  AS 44.46.025 AS 46.30.060 AS 46.30.100
AS 46.30.030 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.110
AS 46.30.050

18 AAC 74.900(8) is amended to read:

(8) “director” means the dilu.tor of the department’s division in which the

(. z,.-u.-o-ﬁut »n ,__.3

4 Cehwreniirall) Cundar AS 46.30
Ogerator Certlficatlon Program(resides [ASSIGNED TO FACILITY CONSTRUCTION
/

AND OPERATION];

18 AAC 74.900(14) is repealed:

(14) repealed lilz_l’/&é;

18 AAC 74.900(16) is repealed:

(16) repealed Ul /26/20lb

18 AAC 74.900(27) is amended to read:
(27) “water distribution system” means post-treatment storage facilities, conduits,
mains, lines, pumping stations, or other devices used to carry water to the consumer [, AND

INCLUDES A GROUNDWATER SUPPLY TREATED ONLY WITH CHLORINE];

18 AAC 74.900(29) is amended to read:

(29) “water treatment system” means devices, structures, and equipment used to
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condition, purify, or refine water for human consumption; [, AND DOES NOT INCLUDE A
GROUNDWATER SUPPLY TREATED ONLY WITH CHLORINE.]

18 AAC 74.900 is amended by adding new definition o read: Ot N TS

xaminee” means an individual who has registered for a certification

(Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67; am 2/21/81, Register 77; am 8/24/85, Register 95; am 5/29/93,
(72006,)
Register 126; am 1/18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/86, Register 180; am W /2/2016, Register220)

Authority:  AS 46.30.080

(30) "cammunity septic Yk WZANS O SP_?H{'_. Yanke b Serves
(R) orz. or weore muHi—'rcm}\y olwe,'lhlnc s;
' (B o mobile. hora park, ecYrzdler ijl, or o recreadionn)
veh cla ':rm-)c‘j '
( C) Yo or mora
C':) ‘Pl’i\{cd‘(’_ (‘E,S‘_\&ﬂ n(ﬂﬁ n +Hos S\J})" ‘Jubparo.{jjra,phj '-Friv:{}'ﬁz.
el ™ Ynd . M&m;tj j\vg;. in 18 ARC. 7.’.‘-_.‘770)-
Cii ) corguercy o es~l—¢;bli5_hnm;\5-5)
Gid nostrie) &Sﬁ‘ob”,ghmm‘?'s; ar
(i) in 5+]ﬁ‘u+'\r.3nsj or
CP) O (‘»OM}J]I\LL}'ic]n C"F +CJLJ“-" ar rore. O'F’ 4‘]1_@ ‘5+rui.’..‘5‘ur‘€5 lis")‘p_:;t
Gvd of +his Praeoph;
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

Department of Law

To:  Hon. Byron Mallott Date:  Qctober 24, 2016
Lieutenant Governor
File No.:  JU2015200524

Tel. No.:  465-3600

]
— U W ==
From:  Steven C. Weaver L__,, ({’ ki Re:  Regulations re: certification, training,
Sr. Assistant Attorney General < ! and discipline of water and wastewater
and Assistant Regulations Attorney system operators (18 AAC 74.006 -
Legislation and Regulations Section 18 AAC 74.125; 18 AAC 74.400 -

18 AAC 74.450; 18 AAC 74.810 -
18 AAC 74.870; 18 AAC 74.900)

We have reviewed the attached regulations from the Department of Environmental
Conservation against the statutory standards of the Administrative Procedure Act. [ have
reviewed this project under a specific delegation dated October 24, 2016 from the Regulations
Attorney. The regulations update procedures and requirements regarding the certification,
training, and discipline of water and wastewater system operators.

We find no legal problems. This memorandum constitutes the written statement of
approval under AS 44.62.060(b) and (c) that authorizes your office to file the attached
regulations.

The June 3, 2016 public notice, the July 8, 2016 supplemental public notice, and the
August 4, 2016 adoption order all state that this action is not expected to require an increased
appropriation. Therefore, a fiscal note under AS 44.62.195 is not required.

Please note that 18 AAC 74.125 contains placeholders for dates that are timed to the
effective date of the regulations, or to the effective date of the regulations plus two years. Once
the regulations are filed and the effective date thus established under AS 44.62.180, we request
that your office make handwritten edits to substitute the correct date for the placeholder text. I
have confirmed with the department that, in calculating the effective date plus two years, the
department means the ordinary calculation in which the date is this year's effective date two
calendar years later: for example, if the effective date were December 1, 2016, the effective date
plus two years would be December 1, 2018.



Hon. Byron Mallott, Lieutenant Governor October 24, 2016
Our file: JU2015200524 Page 2

We have made some technical corrections to conform the regulations in accordance with
AS 44.62.125. The corrections are shown on the attached copy of the regulations.

SCwW
cc w/enc: (via email)

Hon. Larry Hartig, Commissioner
Department of Environmental Conservation

Gary Mendivil, Regulations Contact
Department of Environmental Conservation

Michelle Hale, Director
Division of Water
Department of Environmental Conservation

Kenneth A. Smith
Division of Water
Department of Environmental Conservation

Chris Peloso, Assistant Attorney General
Environmental Section



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

Department of Law
To: Hon. Byron Mallott pATE: October 24, 2016
Lieutenant Governor

FILENO.: JU2015200524

TELEPHONE NO.: 465-3600

FROM: Susan R. Pollam@}(@ suBJeCT: Specific delegation of authority
Chief Assistant Attorney General regarding regulations review on
& Regulations Attorney Department of Environmental
Legislation/Regulations Section—Juneau Conservation regulations re:

certification, training, and
discipline of water and
wastewater system operators
(18 AAC 74.006 - 18 AAC
74.125; 18 AAC 74.400 -

18 AAC 74.450; 18 AAC
74.810 - 18 AAC 74.870;

18 AAC 74.900)

By this memorandum, I am delegating my authority as Regulations Attorney under
AS 44.62 to Assistant Attorney General Steven C. Weaver for the above-referenced regulations
project. Under this delegation of authority, Steven Weaver has my full authority under AS 44.62
to conduct the legal review under AS 44.62 and take necessary actions on this regulations
project.

If you have questions, please let me know.

SCW

cc w/enc: Scott C. Meriwether, AAC Coordinator
Office of the Licutenant Governor

Steven C, Weaver

Sr. Assistant Attorney General &
Assistant Regulations Attorney

Legislation/Regulations Section



AFFIDAVIT OF NOTICE OF PROPOSED REGULATION
AND FURNISHING OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

I, Kenneth A Smith, Environmental Program Specialist III, of the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation being sworn, state the following:

As required by AS 44.62.190, notice of the proposed adoption of changes to the Water and
Wastewater Operators Certification regulations has been given by being

(1) published in a newspaper or trade publication;

(2) furnished to interested persons;

(3) furnished to appropriate state officials;

(4) furnished to the Department of Law, along with a copy of the proposed regulation;

(5) furnished electronically to incumbent State of Alaska legislators;

(6) furnished to the Legislative Affairs Agency, Division of Legal and Research
Services;

(7) posted on the Alaska Online Public Notice System as required by
AS 44.62.175(a)(1) and (b) and 44.62.190(a)(1);

(8) furnished electronically, along with a copy of the proposed regulation, to the
Legislative Affairs Agency, the chair of the Resource Committee of the Alaska
Senate and House of Representatives, the Administrative Regulation Review
Committee, and the legislative council.

As required by AS 44.62.190, additional regulation notice information regarding the proposed
adoption of the regulation changes described above has been furnished to interested persons and
those in (5) and (6) of the list above. The additional regulation notice information also has been
posted on the Alaska Online Public Notice System.

Date: g// / ’S’i/ %2

Kenneth A. Smith

Subscribed and sworn to before me at \U\Y\C—I)\u \ \&\\O\_S \L&_ on
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AFFIDAVIT OF AGENCY RECORD OF PUBLIC COMMENT

I, Ken Smith, Environmental Program Special III for the Department of Environmental
Conservation, being duly sworn, state the following:

In compliance with AS 44.62.215, the Department of Environmental Conservation has kept a
record of its use or rejection of factual or other substantive information that was submitted in
writing as public comment and that was relevant to the accuracy, coverage, or other aspect of the
Department of Environmental Conservation regulation on operator certification and training.

Date: 5/'{///6

Ken Smith, Environmental Program Specialist III

Susbéscrillai:{d anét sw?f(}oto before me at \5&/\\{@?\ O (\\C\Q\\Z\CL_ on
- ~ o0 .

(date)

ool Espiee,

W ONosraseee S L% !
& \?(-’;«\““ss‘"" Grn Notary Public in and for the State of Alaska
INGFARY SEATR. %
: ! NOTARY : ©
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WATER AND WASTEWATER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING:

SUPPLEMENTAL NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE

REGULATIONS OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSERVATION

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Division of Water proposes to adopt
amendments to the water and wastewater operator certification and training regulations to correct minor
errors and update obsolete information contained in the chapter. Additionally, modifications will be made
to accommodate updated business practices and changes within the industry, clarify portions of the
existing language, and increase fees.

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation proposes to adopt regulation changes in
Title 18, Chapter 74 (18 AAC 74) of the Alaska Administrative Code, dealing with certification
and training of water and wastewater operators, including the following:

)

()

3

©)

®)

(6

Q)

®)

Amend 18 AAC 74 to make minor administrative corrections throughout the
chapter.

Amend 18 AAC 74 to utilize Arabic numerals rather than Roman numerals when
referring to operator certification levels and system classification.

Amend 18 AAC 74.006 and add 18 AAC 74.405 as a new section to address
water systems that use ultraviolet light as a treatment process to meet inactivation
requirements.

Amend 18 AAC 74.010 to clarify the requirement for an operator, certified to the
level of the system, to be available at all times; establish certification
requirements for shift operations; and allow for interim approval of an alternate
method of system supervision until the next meeting of the Governor’s
Water/Wastewater Works Advisory Board.

Amend 18 AAC 74.020 and 18 AAC 74.420 to allow the Department to consider
disciplinary action by another certifying agency toward an applicant when
considering eligibility for certification, and to deny certification if an applicant
provides inaccurate information on an application.

Amend 18 AAC 74.040 and 18 AAC 74.430 to explicitly require written
certification exams.

Amend 18 AAC 74.020, 18 AAC 74.040, 18 AAC 74.420, 18 AAC 74.430 and
18 AAC 74.440 to remove the application process prior to certification exam
administration, allowing operators to sit for exams, in numerical order, and then
apply for certification once a passing score has been achieved.

Amend 18 AAC 74.050(b)(2)(A) and 74.050(b)(2)(B), to repeal regulations that
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(10)

(11)

(12)

13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

17)

allowed the operator of a class I or class II system to use 10 years or more of
operating experience to meet the experience criteria for level III or level IV
certification, respectively.

Amend 18 AAC 74.120 to revise system classification points and amend 18 AAC
74.125 to allow for a compliance transition period for those systems affected by
the change in classification.

Amend 18 AAC 74.410 and add 18 AAC 74.415 as a new section to clarify the
certified operator requirements for small water systems, and the allowance for
small water systems to be supervised through contract operations.

Amend 18 AAC 74.810 to differentiate between core and non-core Continuing
Education Credit and clarify the certificate renewal requirements.

Amend 18 AAC 74.820 to extend the renewal period for an expired certificate up
to 365 days.

Amend 18 AAC 74.830 to offer disciplinary options, other than certification
revocation.

Amend 18 AAC 74.860 to establish schedules for requests for review of
department decisions.

Amend 18 AAC 74.870 to reflect new and revised fees for services.

Amend 18 AAC 74.900 to revise the definitions of Water Treatment and Water
Distribution systems to clarify that a ground water system adding chlorine is a
Water Treatment system.

Amend 18 AAC 74.900 and 18 AAC 74.810 to reflect that the Operator
Certification and Training Program is housed within the Division of Water rather
than the Division of Facility Construction and Operation and that the Operator-in-
Training certification no longer exists.

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including the potential costs to private
persons of complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written comments to Ken Smith
at 410 Willoughby, Suite 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 99811-1800. Additionally, the
ADEC will accept comments by facsimile at (907) 465-5177 and by electronic mail at
ken.smith@alaska.gov. Comments may also be submitted through the Operator Certification
website at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/18AAC74RegChanges.html.

In order to provide additional time for comments the public comment period has been
extended. All comments must be received not later than 5:00 PM on July 15, 2016.



You may submit written questions relevant to the proposed action to Ken Smith by email at
ken.smith@alaska.gov or by mail at 410 Willoughby, Suite 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK
99811-1800. Questions may also be submitted through the Operator Certification website at
http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/ 18 AACT74RegChanges.html. The questions must be received
at least 10 days before the end of the public comment period. The ADEC will aggregate its
response to substantially similar questions and make the questions and responses available on the
Operator Certification website at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/1 SAAC74RegChanges.html.

If you are a person with a disability who needs a special accommodation in order to participate in
this process, please contact Natalie Wolfe at Natalie. Wolle @alaska.gov or (907) 269-0291 or
TDD Relay Service 1-800-770-8973/TTY or dial 711 not later than July12, 2016 to ensure that
any necessary accommodations can be provided.

A copy of the proposed regulation changes is available on the Alaska Online Public Notice
System, available at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/ 1 8AACT74RegChanges.html, or by
contacting Ken Smith at ken.smith@alaska.gov or (907) 465-5136.

After the public comment period ends, the ADEC will either adopt the proposed regulation
changes or other provisions dealing with the same subject, without further notice, or decide to
take no action. The language of the final regulation may be different from that of the proposed
regulation. YOU SHOULD COMMENT DURING THE TIME ALLOWED IF YOUR
INTERESTS COULD BE AFFECTED. Written comments received are public records and are
subject to public inspection.

This is a SUPPLEMENTAL NOTICE adding to the NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES that
was issued on June 1, 2016, concerning the proposed regulation revision contained in the
Department of Law file number JU2015200524. This SUPPLEMENTAL NOTICE is being
issued to extend the public comment period to provide additional time for comments.

Statutory authority: AS 44.46.025; AS 46.30.010; AS 46.30.060; AS 46.30.080; AS 46.30.090;
AS 46.30.120

Statutes being implemented, interpreted, or made specific: AS 46.30.010; AS 46.30.030;
AS 46.30.040; AS 46.30.050; AS 46.30.060; AS 46.30.120

Fiscal information: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to require an increased
appropriation.

rd

Date: July 6, 2016 / -ﬁ%_)
Juneau, Alaska L“”'j//// ] /M/T
|
Larry Hartig, Commissioner
Department of Environmental Conservation
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF ALASKA
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Emma Dunlap

being first duly sworn on oath deposes and
says that he/she is a representative of the
Alaska Dispatch News, a daily newspaper.
That said newspaper has been approved
by the Third Judicial Court, Anchorage,
Alaska, and it now and has been published
in the English language continually as a
daily newspaper in Anchorage, Alaska, and
it is now and during all said time was
printed in an office maintained at the
aforesaid place of publication of said
newspaper. That the annexed is a copy of
an advertisement as it was published in
regular issues (and not in supplemental
form) of said newspaper on

July 08, 2016

and that such newspaper was regularly
distributed to its subscribers during all of
said period. That the full amount of the fee
charged for the foregoing publication is not
in excess of the rate charged private
individuals.

Subscribed and sworn to before me
is 8th day of July, 2016

Notary Public in and for
The State of Alaska.

Third Division
Anchorage, Alaska
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES

WATER AND WASTEWATER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING: SUPPLEMENTAL NOTICE OF
PROPOSED CHANGES TO TH
REGULATIONS OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Division of Water proposes to adopt
amendments to the water and wastewater operator certification and training regulations to correct minor
errors and uPdate obsolete information contained in the chapter. Additionally, modifications will be made to
accommodate updated business practices and changes within the industry, clarify portions of the existing
language, and increase fees.

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation proposes to adopt regulation changes in Title 18
Cha;t)eter 74 (189\Ac 74) of the Alaska Administrative Code?depa?ing with certlficaggn and h‘alni%g of water and
wastewater operators, including the following:

(1) Amend 18 AAC 74 to make minor administrative corrections throughout the chapter.

(2) ~  Amend 18 AAC 74 to utilize Arabic numerals rather than Roman numerals when referring to operator
certification levels and system classification.

(3) _ Amend 18 AAC 74.006 and add 18 AAC 74.405 as a new section to address water systems that use
ultraviolet light as a treatment process to meet inactivation requirements.

(4) Amend 18 AAC 74.010 to clarify the requirement for an operator, certified to the level of the system,
to be available at all times; establish certification requirements for shift operations; and allow for interim
approval of an alternate method of system supervision until the next meeting of the Governor's

Water/Wastewater Works Advisory Board.

(5) Amend 18 AAC 74,020 and 18 AAC 74.420 to allow the Department to consider disciplinary action by
another certifying aﬁency toward an applicant when considering eilgi!bllity for certification, and to deny
certification if an applicant provides inaccurate information on an application. Y

(6) Amend 18 AAC 74.040 and 18 AAC 74.430 to explicitly require written certification exams.

(7) Amend 18 AAC 74.020, 18 AAC 74.040, 18 AAC 74.420, 18 AAC 74.430 and 18 AAC 74.440 to
remove the application Ehrocess prior to certification exam administration, allowing operators to sit for exams,
in numerical order, and then apply for certification once a passing score has been achieved.

(8) Amend 18 AAC 7a.050(b)62){m and 74.050(1})(2)(3), to repeal regulations that allowed the operator of a
class | or class |l system to use 10 years or more of operating experience to meet the experience criteria for
level Il or level IV certification, respectively.

9) Amend 18 AAC 74.120 to revise system classification points and amend 18 AAC 74.125 to allow for a
compliance transition period for those systems affected by the change in classification.

(10) . Amend 18 AAC 74.410 and add 18 AAC 74.415 as a new section to clarify the certified otgerator
rquuﬁr:\ggésr afg{r) r?}:n.elll water systems, and the allowance for small water systems to be supervised through
con 3

(11)  Amend 18 AAC 74.810 to differentiate between core and non-core Continuing Education Credit and
clarify the certificate renewal requirements.,

(12) Amend 18 AAC 74,820 to extend the renewal period for an expired certificate up to 365 days.
(13) Amend 18 AAC 74,830 to offer disciplinary options, other than certification revocation.

(14) Amend 18 AAC 74.860 to establish schedules for requests for review of department decisions.
(15) Amend 18 AAC 74.870 to reflect new and revised fees for services.

(16)  Amend 18 AAC 74,900 to revise the definitions of Water Treatment and Water Distribution systems to
clarify that a ground water system adding chlorine is a Water Treatment system.

17) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 and 18 AAC 74.810 to reflect that the Operator Certification and Training
r%gram is housed within the Division of Water rather than the Division of Facility Construction and Operation
and that the Operator-in-Training certification no longer exists.
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WATER AND WASTEWATER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING: NOTICE

OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE

REGULATIONS OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSERVATION

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Division of Water proposes to adopt
amendments to the water and wastewater operator certification and training regulations to correct minor
errors and update obsolete information contained in the chapter. Additionally, modifications will be made
to accommodate updated business practices and changes within the industry, clarify portions of the
existing language, and increase fees.

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation proposes to adopt regulation changes in
Title 18, Chapter 74 (18 AAC 74) of the Alaska Administrative Code, dealing with certification”
and training of water and wastewater operators, including the following:

(M

@

€)

“4)

©)

(6)

)

®

Amend 18 AAC 74 to make minor administrative corrections throughout the
chapter.

Amend 18 AAC 74 to utilize Arabic numerals rather than Roman numerals when
referring to operator certification levels and system classification.

Amend 18 AAC 74.006 and add 18 AAC 74.405 as a new section to address
water systems that use ultraviolet light as a treatment process to meet inactivation
requirements.

Amend 18 AAC 74.010 to clarify the requirement for an operator, certified to the
level of the system, to be available at all times; establish certification
requirements for shift operations; and allow for interim approval of an alternate
method of system supervision until the next meeting of the Governor’s
Water/Wastewater Works Advisory Board.

Amend 18 AAC 74.020 and 18 AAC 74.420 to allow the Department to consider
disciplinary action by another certifying agency toward an applicant when
considering eligibility for certification, and to deny certification if an applicant
provides inaccurate information on an application.

Amend 18 AAC 74.040 and 18 AAC 74.430 to explicitly require written
certification exams.

Amend 18 AAC 74.020, 18 AAC 74.040, 18 AAC 74.420, 18 AAC 74.430 and
18 AAC 74.440 to remove the application process prior to certification exam
administration, allowing operators to sit for exams, in numerical order, and then
apply for certification once a passing score has been achieved.

Amend 18 AAC 74.050(b)(2)(A) and 74.050(b)(2)(B), to repeal regulations that



©

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(a7

allowed the operator of a class I or class II system to use 10 years or more of
operating experience to meet the experience criteria for level III or level IV
certification, respectively.

Amend 18 AAC 74.120 to revise system classification points and amend 18 AAC
74.125 to allow for a compliance transition period for those systems affected by
the change in classification.

Amend 18 AAC 74.410 and add 18 AAC 74.415 as a new section to clarify the
certified operator requirements for small water systems, and the allowance for
small water systems to be supervised through contract operations.

Amend 18 AAC 74.810 to differentiate between core and non-core Continuing
Education Credit and clarify the certificate renewal requirements.

Amend 18 AAC 74.820 to extend the renewal period for an expired certificate up
to 365 days.

Amend 18 AAC 74.830 to offer disciplinary options, other than certification
revocation.

Amend 18 AAC 74.860 to establish schedules for requests for review of
department decisions.

Amend 18 AAC 74.870 to reflect new and revised fees for services.

Amend 18 AAC 74.900 to revise the definitions of Water Treatment and Water
Distribution systems to clarify that a ground water system adding chlorine is a
Water Treatment system.

Amend 18 AAC 74.900 and 18 AAC 74.810 to reflect that the Operator
Certification and Training Program is housed within the Division of Water rather
than the Division of Facility Construction and Operation and that the Operator-in-
Training certification no longer exists.

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including the potential costs to private
persons of complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written comments to Ken Smith
at 410 Willoughby, Suite 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 99811-1800. Additionally, the
ADEC will accept comments by facsimile at (907) 465-5177 and by electronic mail at
ken.smith@alaska.gov. Comments may also be submitted through the Operator Certification
website at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/18AAC74RegChanges.html. The comments must
be received not later than 4:30 PM, Alaska Standard Time on July 6, 2016.

You may submit written questions relevant to the proposed action to Ken Smith by email at
ken.smith@alaska.gov or by mail at 410 Willoughby, Suite 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK
99811-1800. Questions may also be submitted through the Operator Certification website at



http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/18 AAC74RegChanges.html. The questions must be received
at least 10 days before the end of the public comment period. The ADEC will aggregate its
response to substantially similar questions and make the questions and responses available on the
Operator Certification website at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/1 8AAC74RegChanges.html.

If you are a person with a disability who needs a special accommodation in order to participate in
this process, please contact Natalie Wolfe at Natalie. Wolfe(@alaska.gov or (907) 269-0291 or
TDD Relay Service 1-800-770-8973/TTY or dial 711 not later than June 24, 2016 to ensure that
any necessary accommodations can be provided.

A copy of the proposed regulation changes is available on the Alaska Online Public Notice
System, available at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/18AAC74RegChanges.html, or by
contacting Ken Smith at ken.smith@alaska.gov or (907) 465-5136.

After the public comment period ends, the ADEC will either adopt the proposed regulation
changes or other provisions dealing with the same subject, without further notice, or decide to
take no action. The language of the final regulation may be different from that of the proposed
regulation. YOU SHOULD COMMENT DURING THE TIME ALLOWED IF YOUR
INTERESTS COULD BE AFFECTED. Written comments received are public records and are
subject to public inspection.

Statutory authority: AS 44.46.025; AS 46.30.010; AS 46.30.060; AS 46.30.080; AS 46.30.090;
AS 46.30.120

Statutes being implemented, interpreted, or made specific: AS 46.30.010; AS 46.30.030;
AS 46.30.040; AS 46.30.050; AS 46.30.060; AS 46.30.120

Fiscal information: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to require an increased

appropriation.

Date: June 1, 2016

Anchorage, Alaska ﬂoﬁ/ 7&

Larry Hartié, Commissioner
Department of Environmental Conservation
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6.

WATER SYSTEM OPERATOR CERTIFICATION PROPOSED REGULATIONS
ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS NOTICE INFORMATION
(AS 44.62.190(d))
Adopting agency: Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
General subject of regulation: Operator Certification and Training
Citation of regulation (may be grouped): 18 AAC 74
Department of Law file number, if any JU201520024
Reason for the proposed action:
(X) compliance with federal law: Safe Drinking Water Act
( ) compliance with new or changed state statute

( ) compliance with federal or state court decision (identify)

( ) development of program standards
(X) other: modifications to allow for evolving business practices and industry changes

Appropriation/Allocation: Department of Environmental Conservation, Water Division, Water and

Wastewater Operator Certification Program

7.

8.

Estimated costs in the aggregate to comply with the proposed action to:

a. Private Persons: There will be increased costs to current water and wastewater system operators,
as well as individuals who wish to pursue operator certification of approximately $150 per exam
and $100 per application. The schedule for exams and applications will depend on the
circumstances of the individual operator.

b. Other State Agencies: The Department of Corrections, Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities, and the University of Alaska system may incur increased costs due to the additional
cost of updated fees and also may have a potential for an increase to personnel costs due to the
proposed revision of classification points for some system components.

c. Municipalities: Utilities who pay the certification and/or renewal fees for operators will also
incur the additional costs of updated fees. There is a potential for an increase to personnel costs
for a small subset of utilities due to the proposed revision of classification points for some system
components. The system classification dictates the operator certification requirements; as a result, .
some systems will require operators with higher level certification while other systems may
require less certification.

Cost of implementation to the state agency and available funding (in thousands of dollars):



Initial Year Subsequent

FYl6 Years

Operating Cost $ 0o $ o
Capital Cost $ 0 $ o
1002 Federal receipts $ 0o $ 0
1003 General fund match $ 0o $ o
1004 General fund $ o $ o
1005 General fund/program  §_ 0 $ 0
1037 General fund/mental health$ 0 $ o
Other $ o $ 0

9. The name of the contact person for the regulation:

Name: Kenneth A. Smith

Title: Environmental Program Specialist I11

Address: 410 Willoughby Ave., STE 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 99811
Telephone: (907) 465-5136

E-mail address: ken.smith@alaska.gov

10. The origin of the proposed action
_X__ Staff of state agency
Federal government
General Public
Petition for regulation change
Other (identify)

11: Date:J 1,2016 .
e e Prepared by: W &W

Name (printed): Kenneth A. Smith
Title: (printed): Environ. Program Spec. Il

Telephone: (907) 465-5136
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF ALASKA
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Emma Dunlap

being first duly sworn on oath deposes and
says that he/she is a representative of the
Alaska Dispatch News, a daily newspaper.
That said newspaper has been approved
by the Third Judicial Court, Anchorage,
Alaska, and it now and has been published
in the English language continually as a
daily newspaper in Anchorage, Alaska, and
it is now and during all said time was
printed in an office maintained at the
aforesaid place of publication of said
newspaper. That the annexed is a copy of
an advertisement as it was published in
regular issues (and not in supplemental
form) of said newspaper on

June 03, 2016

and that such newspaper was regularly
distributed to its subscribers during all of
said period. That the full amount of thfa fee
charged for the foregoing publication is not
in excess of the rate charged private
individuals.

\

Subscribed and sworn to before me
is 3rd day of June, 2016

) HW((JA QHM’%UVV

Notary Public in and for X
The State of Alaska.
Third Division

WATER AND WASTEWATER OPERATOF(!: ﬁgﬁrsll;lsc.?gl_?:EAND TRAINING: NOTICE OF PROPOSED
REGULATIONS OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Division of Water progoses to adopt
amendments to the water and wastewater operator certification and training regulations to correct minor
errors and update obsolete information contained in the chapter. Additionally, modifications will be made to
accommodate updated business practices and changes within the industry, clarify portions of the existing
language, and increase fees.

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation proposes to adop;_reﬁulation changes in Title 18,
Chapter 74 (18 AAC 74) of the Alaska Administrative Code, dealing with certification and training of water and
wastewater operators, including the following:

(1) Amend 18 AAC 74 to make minor administrative corrections throughout the chapter.

(2) Amend 18 AAC 74 to utilize Arabic numerals rather than Roman numerals when referring to operator
certification levels-and system classification.

(3) Amend 18 AAC 74.006 and add 18 AAC 74,405 as a new section to address water systems that use
ultraviolet light as a treatment process to meet inactivation reguirements.

(4) Amend 18 AAC 74.010 to clarify the requirement for an operator, certified to the level of the system,
to be available at all times; establish certification requirements for shift operations; and allow for
interim approval of an alternate method of system supervision until the next meeting of the
Governor’s Water/Wastewater Works Advisory Board.

(5) Amend 18 AAC 74.020 and 18 AAC 74.420 to allow the Department to consider disciplinary action by
another certifying agency toward an applicant when considering eligibility for certification, and to
deny certification if an applicant provides inaccurate information on an application.

(6) Amend 18 AAC 74.040 and 18 AAC 74.430 to explicitly require written certification exams.

(7) Amend 18 AAC 74.020, 18 AAC 74.040, 18 AAC 74.420, 18 AAC 74.430 and = 18 AAC 74.440 to
remove the application process prior to certification exam administration, allowing operators to sit

fc'rh Iexagm, In numerical order, and then apply for certification once a passing score has been
dcnieved.

(8) Amend 18 AAC 74.050(b)(2)(A) and 74.050(b){2)(B), to repeal regulations that allowed the operator of a
class | or class Il system to use 10 years or more of operating experience to meet the experience
criteria for level lll or level IV certification, respectively.

@) Amend 18 AAC 74,120 to revise system classification points and amend 18 AAC 74.125 to allow for a
compliance transition period for those systems affected by the change in classification.

(10) Amend 18 AAC 74.410 and add 18 AAC 74.415 as a new section to clarify the certified operator
requirements for small water systems, and the allowance for small water systems to be supervised
through contract operations.

(11) Amend 18 AAC 74.810 to differentiate between core and non-core Continuing Education Credit and
clarify the certificate renewal requirements.

(12) Amend 18 AAC 74.820 to extend the renewal period for an expired certificate up to 365 days.

(13) Amend 18 AAC 74.830 to offer disciplinary options; other than certification revocation.

(14) Amend 18 AAC 74.860 to establish schedules for requests for review of department decisions.

(15) Amend 18 AAC 74.870 to reflect new and revised fees for services.

(16) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 to revise the definitions of Water Treatment and Water Distribution systems to
clarify that a ground water system adding chlorine is a Water Treatment system.

(17) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 and 18 AAC 74.810 to reflect that the Operator Certification and Traini

Program is housed within the Division of Water rather than the Division of Facility Construction an
Operation and that the Operator-in-Training certification no longer exists. :

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including the potential costs to private persons of
complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written comments to Ken Smith at 410 Willoughby, Suite
303, P.0. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 99811-1800, Additionally, the ADEC will accept comments b¥ acsimile at
(907) 465-5177 and by electronic mail at ken.smith@alaska.gov. Comments may also be submitted through
the Operator Certification website at htt ://dec.alaska.§ov/water/_opcert/18 C74RegChanges.html. The
comments must be received not later than 4:30 PM, Alaska Standard Time on July 6, 2016.
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