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ORDER ADOPTfNG CHANGES TO REGULATIONS 
OF DEPARMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

The attached 45 pages of regulations, dealing with operator certification and training, are 
adopted and certified to be a correct copy of the regulation changes that the Department of 
Environmental Conservation adopts under the authority of AS 46.03.020, AS 46.30 and 
AS 46.46.025 and after compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62), 
specifically including notice under AS 44.62. I 90 and 44.62.200 and opportunity for public 
comment under AS 44.62.2 I 0. 

This action is not expected to require an increased appropriation. 

In considering public comments, the Department of Environmental Conservation paid special 
attention to the cost to private persons of the regulatory action being taken. The Department of 
Environmental Conservation also gave special attention to alternate practical methods in this 
regulatory action as required by AS 46.03.024. 

The regulation changes adopted under thi s order take effect on the 30th day after they have been 
filed by the lieutenant governor, as provided in AS 44.62.180. 

/ 

Date: August 4, 2016 

FILING CERTIFICATION 

I, B~lott, Lieutenant Governor for the State of Alaska, certi fy that on 

~ • ~ , 20 I 6, at ~m., l filed the attached regulations according to the 

provisions of AS 44.62.040 - 44.62.120. 

Effective: 

Register: 

Nov'e IM b.e( ?..f.o/ .2v1 ~ 

2 20) S Pl.nu.o.' 2011 
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-- ~-~~---
k arhJe.. b...:-N,.,'5 ifC) c..hct11<&'2-'-.l ~r-· t« .. ~·r..v<Ac.....vu_ ;;) ~ 

. 18 AAC 7~Article l is i;m}fl to read: / ~ J ~ ~ 

.~ 1. REQUIREMENTS FOR A CLASS ! [II -CLASS 1 [IV] WATER SYSTEM 
{( t>- - \I' <;r ~o...v. llJ ~-
~C~JJJ ..r.- -; .., . 

OR WASTEWATER SYSTEM0 

18 AAC 74.006(4) is repealed and readopted to read: 

( 4) community or non-transient non-community water system that 

(A) has fewer than l 00 service connections; 

(B) is used or intended fo r use by fewer than 500 individuals per day; and 

(C) uses a water treatment process that uses 

(i) coagulation; 

(ii) chemically aided filtration; 

(iii) membrane filtration; 

(iv) ultraviolet light to meet a surface water treatment inactivation 

requirement; 

(v) the addition of more than one chemical to accomplish multiple 

water treatment objectives; or 

(vi) a combination of water treatment processes not li sted in (i) -

(v) of this subparagraph that, in the department's detennination, requires a high 

level of operator skill ; in determining whether a combination of water treatment 

processes requires a high level of operator skill , the department will consider the 

advice of the board; 
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18 AAC 74.006(5) is repealed and readopted to read: 

(5) community or non-transient non-community water system that 

(A) has fewer than 15 service connections; 

(B) is used or intended for use by 500 or more individuals per day; and 

(C) uses a water treatment process that uses 

(i) coagulation; 

(ii) chemically aided filtration; 

(iii) membrane filtration; 

(iv) ultraviolet light to meet a surface water treatment inactivation 

requirement; 

(v) the addition of more than one chemical to accomplish multiple 

water treatment objectives; or 

(vi) a combination of water treatment processes not listed in (i) -

(v) of this subparagraph that, in the department's determination, requires a 

high level of operator skill; in determining whether a combination of water 

treatment processes requires a high level of operator skill, the department 

will consider the advice of the board; 

18 AAC 74.006(6) is repealed and readopted to read: 

(6) transient non-community water system that 

(A) uses a surface water source or a groundwater under the direct 

influence of surface water source; and 

(B) uses a water treatment process that uses 

2 
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(i) coagulation; 

(ii) chemically aided filtration ; 

(iii) membrane filtration; 

(iv) ultravio let light to meet a su rface water treatment inactivation 

requ irement; 

(v) the addition of more than one chem ical to accompli sh multiple 

water treatment objectives; or 

(v i) a combination of water treatment processes not listed in (i) -

(v) of thi s subparagraph that, in the department 's determination, requires 

a high level of operator skil l; in determining whether a combination of 

water treatment processes req uires a high level of operator ski ll , the 

department will consider the advice of the board; and 

(Eff. 1118/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Regi ster 180; am 11/21/2010, Register 196; 

am l_J_/2b/:J.Dl6, Register~ 

Authority: AS 46.30.040 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.120 

; F "ff - 'S :+~ Ul\t J.v- 1-h_j ~· pc<.r.~"',~J"'' ph .> 

H"I~ '1\''-r~(.\r sh(JI ~~ c>J'.::x.l l ~hlz.., 
18 AAC 74.0 LO is repealed and readopted to read: b Y n; ... ,;li.:> or h l ~rl1n11~. 

~r< ~ 'J.X.Jt.c.o.N..J1) rrc2'.-u>Ut...-...o..h2-)A 

18 AAC 74.010. Certified Operator Requirements. (a) At all times, a public water 

system, public wastewater syste m, and a private wastewater system must have an operator, 
o..r.d .. 11 ( I) 

ce~d.:: a 5:1: or greater than the classification of the system;, on-site at the system{ 

or~ Gf>Aetle-wti:A-too-ahili.t,;£ to be on-site at the system within one hour; ~ 

(b) The owner of a water system or wastewater system may establ ish shifts to best meet 

the needs of the system and to ensure public health protec tion, in accordance w ith the followin~"( 

0 

3 
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( l ) aprimaryshi ft 

(A) is the longest shift during a 2W our period; 

(B) is the shi ft in which operational decisions are made and may be 

implemented; 
~~ 

(C) W be ~s than six hours in duration, if more than one shift 

exists within a 2~our period; and 

(D) shall be supervised by an on-site operator certified at a level equal to 

or greater than the classification of the systen}:( 
> 

(2) a secondary shift 

(A) is a shift in which operational decisions made during the primary 

shift may be implemented; 

(B) shall be supervised by an on-site operator certifi ed at a level no less 

than one level below the level equal to the classification of the system; and 

~ (;). 
(C) ~not occur more than two times in a seveni lay period without a 

corresponding primary shi ft on that same day{ 

(3) a reduced operations shift 

(A) is a shi ft of short duration; 

(B) is a shi ft in which an o erator may conduct system checks to ensure 
Qs 1o...b\i.:>h.iu{ 

the system is operati ng within · parameters, but no o erational changes are made 
~ e'l-ucJ ~o o r r~l.T.ar t~ -t~ c.1-~si fj """~io" 

unless directed by an operator certifi~,:re_~ level of the system; and 

(C) shall be conducted by an on-site operator eti-t ified at 
c:~+· ;ic,.\ C\J- h~ 

(i) ess than a provisional level in the same system type as the 

system under that operator's control; and 

4 
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!.-.> h.:> 170 -;:<;~.~-S e.s 
(ii) H pgssess adequate training to conduct the duties assigned. 

(c) An individual may provide firsW.sponse services for a public water system, public 

wastewater system, or a private wastewater system~ the individual, * inimum, 

(1) is adequately trained to identify issues and contact the supervising operator 

for further direction, and ((( r>. - - . 1 . - J.•J 
{It .lluwut_c...'VJJ... )/} ~, 

~ ~ 
t.t .. ..2vuK/t.c·~~il-""\ (2) holds a Provisional or higher level ce1ii_ficate if providing response to a Class 

i i- ~~...:l.illi> t .{ m~JJJ ~ 
Water Treatment, Water Distribution, Wastewater Collection or Wastewater Treatment 

~~ ~ ,--.,., 
t«..~"V>UI.,- System. 

~..Jll 

( d) Department approval is required for a method of system supervision other than that 

described in (b) and ( c) of this section. The department will approve, with terms and conditions, 

or will deny a request under this subsection after considering recommendations of the board. The 

department may provide interim approval of a request made under this subsection until the next 

regularly scheduled meeting of the board. ( E ff. 8/2 I /78, Regis!~ 7; a~ 8/2 4/8 5, Register 9 5; 
206G.> 

am 5/29/93, Register 126; am 1118/2001 , Register 157; am 12/3/ 0,, Register 180; am !}_/1{./ 201~ 

Register 22.o) 

Authority: AS 46.30.040 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.120 

18 AAC 74.020 is repealed and readopted to read: 

18 AAC 74.020. Certification requirements. (a) An applicant seeking certification 

under 18 AAC 74.005 - 18 AAC 74.120 must submit a completed application to the department, 

for the level of certification sought 

( l) on a fonn provided by the department; and 

(2) accompanied by the fee required by 18 AAC 74.870. 

5 
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£xr_Q.. t cu r-r:.">v.1c:L.cJ.. in [q ) - L g) of -th.is S.e.1.:.+ie.1n) ~ 

(b) i: department will certify an applicant who meets the 

(1 ) examination requirements of 18 AAC 74.040; 

(2) experience and education requirements of l 8 AAC 74.050; and 

(3) fee requirements of 18 AAC 74.870. 

~p!.1 Cc..V1+ YI'\.~ 
(c)lieams slr.d ~tt+reEl-te disclose past or pending disciplinary action by 

another certifying agency. 

(d) When considerin o- an applicant' s application fo r certification, the department may 
:th oJ- C-,,)1 0 l-h.v"- ~ ·f ! f )' i ~-().......cf-: fl( . i h.:2.. Qf' f' ' ( .4V) + I J 

consider past or pending disciplinary acti on 'imposed on the applicant in capacity as an 

operato~a-Affi~Sf~yi-Ftg-agsne·Y,---

( e) The department may deny certifi cation Lo an applicant whose certification has been 

revoked by another certifying agency. 

(f) The department may deny certifi cation to an applicant determined to have fal sified or 
+~ pli ~vit 1s 

withheld information on . · · app 1cat1on. (Eff. 8/2 1178, Register 67; am 8/24/85, Register 95; 

am 1/ 18/2001 , Register 157; am 11121/20 I 0, Register 196; am ~_12!_/2.c1~ Register2Zo) 

18 AAC 74.040(a) is amended to read: 

(a) To be certified to operate a water or wastewater system classified as class ! [I] - class 

~[JV] under 18 AAC 74.120, or a wastewater treatment system classified as a wastewater 

stabilization pond system under 18 AAC 74. l 20(b)(J ), an applicant must pass an approved and 

validated written examination that demonstrates the applicant's skills, knowledge, ability, and 

judgment to operate a system of that classification. 

6 
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18 AAC 74.040(b) is amended to read: 

passing score in the same system type at one level lower. A passing score is valid for 
el(a..l"li(loJ-io " 

three years from January 1 of the vear the ' &m was ta en, or for as long as the examinee 

holds active certification in the same system type. [TO BE ELIGIBLE TO TAKE AN 

EXAMINATION, THE APPLICANT MUST MEET THE EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE 

REQUIREMENTS OF L8 AAC 74.050 OR HOLD A VALID CERTIFICATE IN THE SAME 

SYSTEM TYPE AT ONE LEVEL LOWER. THE DEPARTMENT WlLL NOTIFY THE 

APPLICANT OF ELIGIBILITY FOR AN EXAM INATION.] Examinations will be held at 

least annuall y, at the time and place announced by the department. The examinee 

[APPLICANT] shall pay the examination fee required by 18 AAC 74.870(b) [18 AAC 

74.870(c)] when submitting a request for examination [AT THE TIME OF THE 

EXAMINATION]. 

18 AAC 74.040(d) is amended to read: 

(d) The department will grade each examination administered under this section and 

notify each examinee [APPLICANT] of the resul ts within 60 days after the examination. The 

department will not prov ide the com leted, raded examination to the examinee [APPLICANT]. 
-H~ ex~ in2.il.':; 

The examinee [APPLICANT] may review ·~E_EPPLICANT'S] examination results 

with the department. 

18 AAC 74.040(e) is repealed: 

(e) Repealed J}_l2fo/2.JJ1~. (Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67; am 8/24/85, Register 95; am 1/23/86, 

7 
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Register 97; am 5/29/93, Register 126; am I 11 81200 J, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register J 80; 

am I I /2 1/20 I0, Register 196; am }j_/2k/"2.Dlb , Register 2W ) 

Authority: AS 46.30.050 AS 46.30.080 

18 AAC 74.050(a)(l) is amended to read: 

(l) set out in (i)- (k) or this section to evaluate an individual's [OPERATOR'S] 

qualifications to operate a wastewater treatment system classified as a wastewater stabilization 

pond system under 18 AAC 74.120(b)( I ); 

18 AAC 74.050(a)(2) i s amended to read : 

(2) set out in Table A of th is section, except as provided in (g) of thi s section, Lo 

evaluate an individual's [OPERATOR'S] qualifications to operate a water or wastewater system 

classified under 18 AAC 74.120, other than a wastewater stabi l ization pond system. 

18 AAC 74.050 Table A is amended to read: 

TABLE A 

GENERAL OPERA TOR EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS* 
/(l ..i>o-e...,;.1 ) J} 

~ 

Operator Level 

{I/-&,~))} 
I iL<~-4.)J) ~-<~{~/ ~~.A) ~~}!) 

~ " "'" 
t ~-

Provisional ! [I] ~ [ II] ~[III] 1 [ IV] 

I 
I 

8 
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System Ed. Op. I Ed. Op. Eel. Op. Ed. Op. Ed. Op. 

Type Exp. Exp. Exp. Exp. Exp. 

Wastewater 12 ** 12 I 12 3 13 4 13 6 

Collection 

Wastewater 12 ** 12 J 12 3 14 4 16 4 

Treatment 

Water 12 ** 12 1 12 3 13 4 13 6 

Distribu tion 

Water 12 ** 12 l 12 3 14 4 16 4 

Treatment 

Notes: Requi red periods of education and experience are reflected in years. Twelve years of 

education represen~gh school diploma or general educational development (GED) 

diploma. The d~ent will waive the minimum education requi rement for the provisional 
.CI 

level and level l in accordance with (e)(6) of thi s section. 
-11 

*Additional experience and education criteria and substitution requirements are set out in (b) 

- (g) of this section. 

9 
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**Three months of operating experience or the completion o f a department-approved training 

course, as described in (c)( I) o f thi s section is required. 

Abbreviations: 

Ed. - Education Op. Exp. - Operator Experience 

~ '1 ntro~tary l~9u~ (")(." 

18 AAC 74.0SO(b) is amended to read: 

(b) Additional experience criteri a re ferred to in Table A of thi s section and used 

by the department to evaluate qua li fi cations of individuals [OPERATORS] are subject to 

Lhe following provisions: 
... 4 

18 AAC 74.0SO(b)(l) is amended to read: 

(1) [IF AN INDIVfOUAL rs EMPLOYED AS AN OPERATOR AT 

THE T IME OF APPLICATION, THAT EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE MUST BE 

VERIFIED BY THE EMPLOYER'S S IGNATURE ON THE APPLICATION;] the 

applicant [OPERA TOR] is respons ible for providing verifi cation of current and past 

experience; the department may contact the applicant's current and [OPERA TOR'S] 

previous employers; 

18 AAC 74.050(b)(2) is amended Lo read: 

® (2) at least 50 percent o f the operating experience must be obtained in the same 

system type at fi<j more than one class lower than the level of certification requested , and the 
f 

department will not allow substitution of education or substitution of operating experience 

gained in another system type Lo meet the requirement of this paragraph![, EXCEPT( 

(A) AN APPL ICANT W ITJ.j JO Y£AR..:S olC- MORE. eF OP'f:AATlNC:: 

10 (({ .a....hl l~ '~ 
~ ·f~ ~))) 
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~(l(~~ 1'.A;l.}'..lv. ~V>- 4"~ ~ 
·+~)J) 

@. AAC 74 O~EeH2)(.A. ) is i:epealeel :- ...,..... -----

fi() fepeal~g _ 1_ 1_ ... 

18 AAC 74.858(b)(2)(13-1-1s repettlee!Y' 

.. (B) re 

18 AAC 74.050(c)(5) is amended to read: 

f-xl'f..~Jf..NCL fl\) .A C..LA.<;-:; I :, YST£M MF..£.TS 

Tl-K EXPE.~1w c_t:. J<U~u 1 f?-f:..Jvt~TS fu ff­
LL.vE..L 1II:. c.t:.iz.nn CJ\•·1o r-J 1iJ THP- s:~M£. 
S YS ltJv\ T/f'(. . Al\J.D 

~ 

LB) At.J APPLICA~T WITH 10 'l"EfaR.S 
IJR. M6R£. OF' OP£1Cr!nf\I~ ~xrr:..RJ(NC£ 1tJ 

A C..LASr J[ S YS Tf"M f\A£t:.rs: f'H E. CxP~fJ\}c£ 
f2.£Q1.J lR.(.M.cNTS f"OR- LE.YEL J2':" C£.RllF1cA.TroN 

(5) postsecondary education as described in (d) o f this section may be substituted 

for up to 50 percent of the required operating experience for l evel s ~ [II], J [Ill ], and~ [ IV]; the 

rate of exchange o f education for experience is one year o f experience for each year of 

department-approved, full - time postsecondary education successfull y completed that meets the 

requi rements of this section; 

11'-t.2. )0Yro...!ud c>ry bn3v~ l.}F 

18 AAC 74.050(d) is amenclecl to read: 

(d) Additional educalion criteria referred to in Table A or this section and used by the 

department to evaluate qualifications o f individuals [OPERATORS] are subject lo the following 

provisions: 
... » 

18 AAC 74.0SO(d)(J ) is amended to read: 

( I) the applicant [OPERATOR] must provide a trnnscript, a certificate of 

completion, or similar verification approved by the department to document education used for 

certification requirements; 

11 
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18 AAC 74.050(d)(2) is amended to read: 

(2) 45 continuing education units (CEUs) in specialized operator training or 

education approved by the department will be counted as one year of post[-]secondary education 

toward the certification requirements; 10 hours of coursework approved by the department 

equals one CEU; the department will approve specialized training or education coursework if it 

is [DlRECTL Y] related to, or can be applied to, the operation, maintenance, or management of a 

water supply or wastewater system; the department will consider the advice and 

recommendations of the board in approving this specialized training or coursework; 

18 AAC 74.0SO(e)(l) is amended to read: 

(1) two years of accrued excess water treatment or wastewater treatment 

experience at a class~ [II] or higher water treatment or wastewater treatment facility may be 

used to satisfy a maximum of one year of the postsecondary education requirement for level ~ 

[III] water treatment or wastewater treatment certification; 

18 AAC 74.050(e)(2) is amended to read: 

(2) four years of accrued excess water treatment or wastewater treatment 

experience at a class ~ [III] or higher water treatment or wastewater treatment facility may be 

used to satisfy a maximum of two years of the postsecondary education requirement for level ~ 

[IV] water treatment or wastewater treatment certification; 

18 AAC 74.050(e)(3) is amended to read: 

(3) one year of accrued excess water distribution or wastewater collection 

12 
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experience at a cl ass ~ [II] water distri bution or wastewater co llection system may be used to 

satisfy a max imum of six months of the postsecondary education requirement for level J (Ill] 

water distribution or wastewater co llection certification; 

18 AAC 74.050(e)(6) is amended to read: 

(6) for certification of an individual [OPERATOR] at Lhe provisional level and 

level! [I] certification, the department will waive the minimum education requirements for an 

applicant who passes a wri tten examination and a practical evaluation. 

I 8 AAC 74.0SO(f) is amended to read: 

( f) [THE DEPARTMENT WILL ADMINISTER LEVEL I M"91S TO APPLICANTS 

WHO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROVISIONAL LEVEL CERTIFICATE.] 

Provisional level certificates will be upgraded to level! [I] certificates upon sati sfactory 

fulfillment of the certification requirement or !eve!! [I] certifi cation and approval of a 

completed application. Applications for upgrade or provisional level certificates will be reviewed 

at least annually. 

I 8 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(A) is amended to read: 

(A) 12 months of simultaneous supervising and operating experience 

toward level! [I] certifica tion, even if the total number of hours worked during that 

period of 12 months is less than 1,950 hours; 

13 
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18 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(B) is amended to read: 

(8 ) 36 months of simul taneous supervising and operating experience 

toward level~ [II] certifi cation, even i f the total number of hours worked during that 

period of 36 months is less than 5,850 hours; 

18 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(C) is amended to read: 

(C) 48 months of simultaneous supervisi ng and operating experience 

toward level J [rI!] certification, even i f the total number of hours worked during that 

period of 48 months is less than 7,800 hours; 

18 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(D) is amended to read: 

(D) 48 months of simultaneous supervising and operating experience 

toward level 4 [IV] water treatment and wastewater treatment certification, even if the 

total number of hours worked during that period of 48 months is less than 7,800 hours; 

l 8 AAC 74.050(g)(4)(E) is amended to read: 

(E) 72 months of simultaneous supervi sing and operating experience 

toward level 1 [IV] water distribution and wastewater co llection certi fication, even if the 

total number of hours worked during that period of 72 months is less than 1 1,700 hours; 

/') 

18 AAC 74.050 (h) is amended to read: ,.._, 

(h) A certificate that is issued based on a waiver granted in (g) o f thi s section appl ies 

only to the system the operator is operating at the time of application [WHEN EXAMINED]. 

14 
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When an operator certified under (g) of th is section submits an app lication and meets the 

experience requirements of (a) - (e) o f thi s secti on, the department may upgrade the certificate to 

one that is transferable. 

1k j,,j·ro~~rory IQA3uc~ of 

J 8 AAC 74.050(i) is amended to read: 

(i) To be eligible to [TAKE AN EXAMINATION AND] receive certifi cation to operate 

a wastewater treatment sys tem class ified as a wastewater stabili zation pond system under 

18 AAC 74. I 20(b)(l), an appli cant must have at least 

(Eff. 8/21178, Register 67; am 8/24/85, Register 95; am 5/29/93, Register 126; am 1/18/2001, 

Regi ster 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11/21/2010, Register 196; am JJ../2'/201fo, Register 

2"2-0) 

Authority: AS 46.30.080 

18 AAC 74.120(a)(1 )(A) is amended to read: 

(A) systems with 15 to 500 service connections are classifi ed as class ! 

[I]; 

18 AAC 74.120(a)(l)(B) is amended to read: 

(B) systems with 50 I to 5,000 service connections are classified as 

class ~ [II]; 

15 
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18 AAC 74. 120(a)( l )(C) is amended to read: 

(C) systems wi lh 5,00 I to I 5,000 service connections are classified as 

class J [Tll]; 

18 AAC 74.J 20(a)( l )(D) is amended to read: 

(D) systems wilh more lhan 15,000 service connections are classified as 

class :! [IV] ; 

18 AAC 74. I 20(a)(3)(A) is amended lo read: 

(A) wastewater collection syslems where grav ity is the only means of 

wastewater flow will be classified as class ! [I] systems, regardless of lhe number of 

service connections; 

18 AAC 74. I 20(b) Table B is amended lo read: 

TABLEB 

CLASSIFICATION RATING SYSTEM: 

TREATMENT SYSTEMS 

(By Range of Points) 
{/(~d_JJ) {({ ~{.)J} 

System Type 
r"i r'::< 
! [I] ~[II] 

Wastewater 

Treatment System 1-30 3 1-55 

16 

{l( ..R,o(...J... )J) 
~ 

J [III] 

56-75 

U( ho(j_ JJ) ,.,.., 
:! [IV] 

76 and 

above 
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Water Treatment 

System 1-30 3 l -55 56-75 76 and 

above 

18 AAC 74.120(d)( I) is amended to read: 

(d) To classify wastewater treatment systems under (b) of thi s section, 

(1) the department will use the fo llowing point system: 

Item Points 

S. / " {{(_~ ... ~ JJ) 
1ze / ~ j 

~ i · ... 
Peak Day Design Capacity, gallons per day: 

less than 10,000 .... .. ............. ...... ...... ...... ......... ....... .......... ..... .................................. . 1 

10,000 - 50,000 ............. .. .... ..... .... ......................... ............................................. ..... 2 

50,001 - 100,000 .. .... ... .... ................. .. ..... .......................... ... .... ..... .... ...................... 4 

100,00 I - 500,000 ..................... ...................... ................ ... ............ .................. .. ..... 9 

500,001 - 1,000,000 .................. ...... ............................................ ............ ..... ... ... ... 12 

1,000,001 - 5,000,000 .. ..... ... ... .. .... ······ ··············· ... .. .... .... ................ ...... ........ .... .. .. 16 

5,000,001 - 10,000,000 .... .. .. ........................................................... ............... .... .. . 20 

10,000,001 - 50,000,000 .. ......... ............. .............. .... ......... .. ..... .. .... ....................... 25 

greater than 50,000,000 .... .................. .. .................................... .... ........... .............. 30 

Pretreatment 

Influent pumping .................. .. .. ..... .... ... ............ ....... .. ...... ................. ....................... 2 

Flow equalization basin ... ..... ..... ........... .... .. ....................................... ............... ....... 1 

Manuall y cleaned screens .......................... .............. ....... .... .... .......... .... .. ...... ... ..... ... 1 
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Mechanically cleaned screens .................................................................................. 2 

Fine screens, including microscreens ...................................................................... 3 

Comminutor, barminutor, grinders .......................................................................... 2 

Grit removal ............................................................................................................. 2 

Primary Treatment 

Primary clarifiers ..................................................................................................... 4 

Primary clarifiers with chemical addition ................................................................ 7 

Imhoff tank, or other method of combined sedimentation 

and digestion, other than a septic tank ......................................................... 3 

Dissolved air flotation ............................................................................................ 16 

Secondary Treatment 

Trickling filter without recirculation ....................................................................... 5 

Trickling filter with recirculation ............................................................................ 8 

Activated sludge: 

Oxidation ditch ............................................................................................ 8 

Diffused or dispersed aeration ................................................................... 10 

Pure oxygen ............................................................................................... 15 

Sequencing batch reactor (SBR), intermittent 

cycle extended aeration system (ICEAS), 

or other batch treatment method .................................................... 20 

Additional points if an activated sludge plant 

is operated in high rate mode or contact 

stabilization mode ............................................................................ 2 
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Rotating biological contactor ................................................................................. 10 

Activated bio-filter with aeration ........................................................................... I 0 

Activated bio-filter without aeration ....................................................................... 8 

Stabilization ponds without aeration ....................................................................... 5 

Aerated lagoon ......................................................................................................... 8 

Secondary clarifiers ................................................................................................. 4 

Secondary clarifiers with chemical addition ............................................................ 7 

Advanced Waste Treatment 

Polishing pond or effluent flow equalization ........................................................... 2 

Chemical and physical treatment without secondary treatment ............................ 20 

Chemical and physical treatment following secondary treatment ......................... 15 

Ion exchange ............................................................................................................ 4 

Granular media filtration ......................................................................................... 8 

Membrane filtration, including reverse osmosis, microfiltration, ultrafiltration 

or nanofiltration ...............................•......................•.............. 1! [ 1 O] 

Membrane filtration, integrated system .............................................. 12 

Electrodialysis, electrodialysis reversal ......................................................... 10 [20] 

Biological or combined chemical and biological nutrient removal ....................... 12 

Nitrification by extended aeration only ................................................................... 2 

Chemical precipitation of phosphorous ................................................................... 3 

pH adjustment .......................................................................................................... 3 

Activated carbon columns or beds ........................................................................... 8 

In-plant Odor Control (maximum of 6 points in any combination) 
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Biofi l ter ..... .. ............................................ ......................................................... ..... ... 3 

Adsorption with activated carbon or equal adsorbent ......................... .................... 3 
f (~ ~.A.'\A.2...JJ) 

Wet Scrubber .............................................................................................. ....... ;! [6] 

Thermal deactivation wi th catal yti c process ............... ............................................. 6 

Odor-reducing sprays .............. .................................................. .......................... ..... 2 

Sludge Thickening and Dewatering 

Sludge decant tank ..................................................... .............................................. 2 

Gravity thickener basin ..................... .................. ................................................ ... .. 3 

Gravity belt thickener ........................... ........................... ........................................ 4 

Screw press ... .... .................................................. .. .... .................. .......... .... ............ ... 5 

Centrifuge ................................................................................................................ 6 

Belt fi l ter press, plate-and-frame press, or vacuum fi l ter ............ .................... ........ 8 

Sludge bagger ................ .. ..... ..... ....... .. ..... ................................................................ 3 

Evaporati ve sludge dry ing by means or drying beds ............................................... 2 

Additional points if a polymer is added to 

sludge before Lhe sludge is put in drying beds .......................................... ... 3 

Sludge Stabilization and Conditioning 

Unheated anaerobic digestion .......... ...................... ..... ..... ........ ................... ..... ........ 8 

Heated anaerobic digestion ...................... ............. ...... ........ ........................ ..... ...... I 0 

Aerobic digestion ....................................................................................... .............. 5 

Wet oxidation ....... ..... ... .. .. ...... ... ................ .. ..... ...... ..................................... ..... ...... I 0 

Chemical stabilization with lime ..................... ....... ................................................. 3 

In-vessel composting, if contro lled and operated by 
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the operator as part of routine systems operations .................................. ... ] 0 

Static pile composting, if controlled and operated by the 

operator as part of routine system operations .............................................. 5 

Solids Disposal 

Incineration , if controlled and operated by the operator 

as part of routine system operations ............................................ .............. 12 

Land application, if controlled and operated by the 

operator as part of routine system operations ....................... ... .. .... ............. . 5 

Sludge lagoon .......................................................... .......................... ...................... 3 

Off-site disposal ....... ... ............... .................... ... .. ... .. ....... .. .. ... ..... ........ ...... ............... 1 

Disinfection 

Liquid and powdered hypochlorites ............. .. ..... .. ........ ... ........ ... .. ... .. ... ........ .. .... .... 3 

Additional points if hypochlorites are generated on-site ........ .. .......... .. ....... 2 

Gas chlorine .. ........................................... .. .................... .............................. ....... .. . 12 
<ll~JJ) 

"' Chlor-Alkali on-site generation ... ... . ...... .... . . .......... ....... ..... . . . .. ......... 12 

Chlorination using tablets ....... .. .. .. ... ..... . ................ .. .................. . .... . . .. 1 

Ultraviolet light. .. .. .......... .. ... ................................................. ................. .. .... ..... ..... .. 3 

Ozonation without pure oxygen .................................................................... J [10] 

Ozonation with pure liquefied oxygen ................. .. ... ............... ..... .. ... . . 4 

Ozonation with on-site generation of pure oxygen .................................... ~ 

Dechlorination with gas ........... ...... ............... ... ............. ... ... ................ .. ................. l 0 

Dechlorination with chemical dechlorination agents other than gas ....................... 3 

Dechlorination using tablets ... . ... . ............ ... . .... ...... .. .......... . ... ..... ..... ... . 1 

2 1 
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Effluent Discharge 

Plant pumping of effl uent ..... ..... .... .. .... ...... ........... ..... .. ..... .. .. ..... ......... ..... .......... ...... 2 

Effluent aeration ....... .. ..... .. ....... .. ... ........ .. ......... ............ .......... .... ... ............ ... .. .. ....... 2 

18 AAC 74. 120(d)(2) is amended to read: 

(2) for purposes of this subsection, community septic tanks wil l be considered 

part of the wastewater co llection system, not a primary treatment method; and 

18 AAC 74.120(e)(1 ) is amended t::;..O ..:..:re~a~d~: - ---......_ 
[ D! STR1gVT1 Cl t.J] 

(e) To classify water treatment systems un er (b) of this section, 

(J) the department will use the following point system: 

Item Points 

Size 

Peak day design capaci ty, gallons per day: 

less than 10,000 .... ... ........ ..... ..... ...... ..... .. .................. .. ........ ......... ............... ............. 1 

10,000 - 50,000 .... ... .......... ... .. .... .. .. ... ............ ........ .. ......... ..... ..... .. ... .... .. .................. 2 

50,001 - l 00,000 ....... ....... ... .. ....... ................. .. .. .... ... ...... ...... ... ........... .. ........ ........ ... 4 

100,00 I - 500,000 .. ....... .. .......... ............. ............. .... .... ..... .. .. ... ........... .... ...... ... ..... ... 9 

500,001 - ] ,000,000 ...... .. ......... .. .. .... ..... ........... .... .. .... ... .... .......... .... ... .... .... ........... 12 

l ,000,00 1 - 5,000,000 .. .... ... ..... .. .. ... ........... .. .... ......... ...... ........... .. ... ... ........... ..... ... 16 

5,000,001 - I 0,000,000 .. ........ ........ ...... ..... ... ... ... .................. ...... .. ......................... 20 

10,000,001 - 50,000,000 ... .. ........ ..... .... ... ... ... .. ... .. ... ... ........ ........... ..... ........... .. ...... 25 

greater than 50,000,000 ... ......... .... ... ... .. ... ... .. .............. ......... .. ........ ........ .. ... .... .. ... .. 30 
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Water Supply Source 

Groundwater ............................................................................................................ 2 

Groundwater under the direct influence of surface water ...................................... .4 

Surface water ........................................................................................................... 6 

Surface water maintaining filtration avoidance criteria 

under 18 AAC 80.620 .................................................................................. 8 

Seawater ................................................................................................................. 10 

Purchased treated water ........................................................................................... 0 

Raw water storage tank ...................................................................................... ~ [4] 

Pretreatment 

Presedimentation basin ............................................................................................ 4 

Hydrocyclone or similar sand separator device ....................................................... 2 

Microscreen ............................................................................................................. 3 

Roughing filter: 

Cartridge filter ............................................................................................. 2 

Non-backwashable strainer or filter ............................................................. 2 

Gravel or rock filter ..................................................................................... 4 

Backwashable granular media filter ............................................................ 8 

Add-heat system to heat raw water .......................................................................... 2 

Adjustment and Corrosion Control 

pH adjustment .......................................................................................................... 3 

Corrosion inhibitor ................................................................................................... 3 

Limestone or calcite contactor ................................................................................. 2 
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Sequestration ............... ................... . ...................... . . . ..................... 3 

T reatments 

Aeration: 

In-line venturi-type .......... ........................... .... .... ........ ... ................ .............. 1 

Mechanical or diffused ....... ........................................................... ........... ... 3 

Oegasification ..... .......... ........................................... ................. ............................... 3 

Ion exchange ........................ ... ................ ....... .. ........... ........... ..... ..... .... .................... 4 

Non-regenerated sorption processes, includi ng activated alumina, 

modifi ed acti vated alum ina, and iro~ased sorbents ...... ........... ................. 3 

O n-site regeneration of sorption process media .... .... .... .... ........ .... ........ ................ 10 

Acti vated carbon, if not included as a bed layer in another filter: 

Acti vated carbon cartridge or bag fi I ter .. .... ... .. ....................................... .. ... 2 

Powdered acti vated carbon treatment ............................................ ..... ........ . 4 

Granular acti vated carbon contactors [FILTERS] ......................... ...... :! [8] 

On-site regeneration o f acti valed carbon ............. ............................... ....... 16 

Chemical oxidation: 

Hypochlorite so lution .... ............................ .. ........ ........................... ... ... ..... .. 3 

Gas chlorine ............. ........................................... .... ... ...... .................... ...... 12 

Potass ium permanganate ...................................... .. ........... ... ... . ......... ......... .4 

Hydrogen peroxide ... .................. .................................. ....... ..... ................... 5 

Ozonation without pure oxygen ................................ .. ............. ...... .... ... ........ ;2. [I 0] 

Ozonation with pure liquefied oxygen .... . . .... .... . ...... . . . ............ ... ...... . . .. 4 

Ozonation with on-s ite genera tion of pure oxygen ......... .. ................ ......... 5 
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Coagulation: 

Primary coagulant ........................................................................................ 5 

Coagulant aid, flocculent, or filter aid ....................... 3 points for each chemical 

added, up to a maximum of 

12 points 

Rapid mix units: 

Mechanical mixers ....................................................................................... 5 

Injection mixers ........................................................................................... 3 

In-line blender mixers .................................................................................. 2 

In-line static mixers .............................................................................. !! [I] 

Flocculation tanks: 

Hydraulic flocculator ................................................................................... 4 

Mechanical flocculator ................................................................................ 8 

Sedimentation or clarification: 

Tube settlers ................................................................................................. 2 

Inclined-plate, Lamella-type or equivalent .................................................. 2 

Horizontal flow conventional clarifier ......................................................... 4 

Batch sedimentation ...........•..•.••..•.•...•.....••.••••••••••••••.••••.•.••••• 2 

Adsorption clarifier ...................................................................................... 6 

Up-flow solids contact ............................................................................... 10 

Dissolved air flotation ................................................................................ 16 

Combined rapid mix-coagulation-flocculation-sedimentation unit.. ......... 20 

Filtration: 
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Castridge or bag filter - single unit... .. .......... ....................... ... ..... ......... ....... 2 

Cartridge or bag fi lters - staged, multiple units ............. ....... .................. ... .4 

Slow sand ............................ .... ........ ............................................................ . 4 

Granular 111edia ... ............ ............................... .... ................. .. .... ... ..... ..... .. .... 8 

Membrane filtration, including reverse osmosis, microfiltration, 

ultrafiltration or nanofiltration [, ALL TYPES] ...... .. .............. ... .. ~ [10] , 
Membrane filtration, integrated system . .. ..................... . ... .. .... . . 12 

Diatomaceous earth ........................................ .. .. .. ...... ......... ........... .. .... .... . 12 

Electrodialys is, electrodialysis reversal, di stillation ... ........................... ........ ........ 10 

Lime softening ................................ ... ...... ... ... ..... .. .... ..... ..... ................... ... .. ... ..... .. . 16 

Recarbonation ................... ..... .......... ........ .............. ... ................... ... .. ............... .... .. .. 8 

Fluoridation: 

Sodium fluoride saturator .................................. ... ........ ................. .. ............ 2 

Sodium silicofluoride ........... ..................... ............. ............ ......... .. ..... .. ........ 3 

Hydrofluorosilicic acid .................. ....... ............. .. ........................ ..... .......... . 5 

Disinfection: 

Liquid and powdered hypochlorites .... ..................... .................... ... ... ......... 3 

Additional points if hypochlorites are generated on-si te .............. ... 2 

Gas chlorine .. .. ................ .......... .... .. .. ........................... .. .... .... .. ....... .. ....... .. 12 

Chlorination using tablets ............................. .... .................. .......... .... ........... 1 

Ammonia addition for chloramination: 

using liquid ammonia solution .. ... .......... ..... ....... ............. ...... ........... 3 

using an11nonia gas ..... .......... ....... ....... .... .................. ....... ..... ....... .. 12 
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Chlorine dioxide .......................................... .... .... ........... ...................... .. ..... 8 
Ul~'j) 

Chlor-Alkali on-site generation ............................................... 12 

Ozonation without pure oxygen ... ........... ... ..................................... .. J, [ I 0] 

Ozonation with pure liquefied oxygen .. ........ .... . ............ . . . .......... 4 

Ozonation with on-site generation of pure oxygen ......... .. ... . .. .... . . ... 5 

Ultraviolet light. .................................................. .................................. ~ [3] 

Ultraviolet light, for the purposes of meeting r equired inactivation .. . 4 

Water storage tank, for the purpose of achieving contact time[CLEARWELL OR 

FIN lSHED WATER STORAGE IN PLANT] ........... .. .......... .................. ..................... j;j3 
q:nJ.;vi c:tu ~Js. 

Finished water storage tank, if the system serves fewer than 500 people or 100 

service connections, and 

the tank has a capacity of less than 50,000 gallons ................................. ! 

Pressure tanks ........................................................................................................ 0 

On-site treatment of system sludge or backwash: 

Discharge to sewer or other off-site treatment .... ...................... ............. .. ... 0 

Discharge t.o on-site pond, septic tank, or lagoon .... .................................... 2 

Mechanical dewatering ...................................... .. ..................... ........... ..... ... 6 

Filter backwash water or sludge supernatant recycling 
%'-. 

groundwater source ....................................................................... 2 

surface water source ................................................. ..................... 3 
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18 AAC 74.l20(e)(2) is amended to read: 

(2) for purposes of the point system set out in ( l) of this subsection, the 

department will assign a point value to ozonation only once, even if ozonation is used to 

accomplish multiple water treatment objecti ves,;,[.] 

18 AAC 74. l 20(e) is amended by adding a new paragraph lo read: 

(3) for purposes of the point system set out in ( I ) of th is subsection, a system 

with a water storage tank for the purpose of achieving contact time and with a water storage tank 

for the purpose of storing fini shed watertwill only be assigned a point value for the water storage 

tank used for the purpose of ach ieving contact time. (Eff. 8/2 1178, Register 67; am 8/24/85, 

Register 95; am 1/ 181200 1, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am l l/2l/2010, Register 

196; am l/ JLb/2..0f' , Register 22o) 

Authority: AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.090 

18 AAC 74. 125(a) is amended to read: 

18 AAC 74.125. Transition for systems increasing in classification. (a) I f as required 

under 18 AAC 74.0 I O(a) a supervising operat0t~mary operating shift of a water or 
A - I 

No \/ e. JM lo er- 2b, 
wastewater system was certified at a level equal to Lhe class ification on or before {effective date 

2Qlb 
of regulation} [NOVEMBER 21, 20 I O] of the system under that operator's control, and that 

N 0 \{ t-IAA-1.o~.. 2 ~ I '2.0 { {.:, 
system increased in classification under I 8 AAC 74. 120 on {effective date of regulation} 

[NOVEMBER 2 1, 20 I 0], that supervising operator of the primary [OPERATING] shift must be 

N oveM~.ev- d-fo , ;;.o 1 ~ 
certified on or before {effective date of regulation. plus 2 years } [NOVEMBER 21, 20 12] at a 

level equal to or greater than the higher class ification. 
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18 AAC 74.1 25(b) is amended to read: 

(b) If as required under 18 AAC 74.0 JO(a) a supervising operator o f a secondary 

operating shi ft of a water or wastewater system was certified at no less than one level below the 

'N ove.W\.~tr 2lo, :WI fo 
leve l equal to the classifi cation on or before {eff ective date of regulation } [NOVEMBER 2 l , 

201 O] of the system under that operator 's control, and that system increased in classificati on 
No\/eM~tr 'J-lo, 10/C:, 

under 18 AAC 74. 120 on {effective date of regulation } [NOVEMBER 21 , 2010], that 

supervising operator o f the secondary [OPERATING] shi ft must be certifi ed on or before 

No V~\fl/\ b e.r Jb 1 .'.LO I 8' 
{effective date of regulation plus 2 years } [NOVEMBER 2 1, 20 I 2] at a level no less than one 

level be low the higher classifi cation. 

18 AAC 74. L25(c) is repealed: 

(c) Repealed ~;2l>; 2of~ 

18 AAC 74. I 25(d) is repealed: 

(d) Repealed !J/2ii;2olb. (Eff. 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11/2 1120 10, Register 196;4'ffi 

ll/21/2010, Regisler I 9~ am !JJ2bJ2ot(,, Register2ZO) 

Authority: AS 46.30.0 10 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30 .090 

18 AAC 74.400 is amended to read: 

18 AAC 74.400. Applicability. The requi rements of 18 AAC 74.410 -

18 AAC 74.440 [1 8 AAC 74.4 10 - 18 AAC 74.450] apply to a 

(1 ) comm unity or non-transient non-community water system that 

(A) has fewer than 100 service connections; 
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(B) is used or in tended for use by fewer than 500 indiv iduals per day; and 

(C) has been classified as a small , untreated or small , treated water system 

under 18 AAC 74.405 [ 18 AAC 74.4501; 

(2) community or non-transient non-community water system that 

(A) has fewer than 15 service connections; 

(B) is used or intended for use by 500 or more indiv iduals per day; and 

(C) has been classified as a small , untreated or small , treated water system 

under 18 AAC 74.405 [ 18 AAC 74.450] ; and 

(3) transient non-community water system that 

(A) uses a surface water source or a groundwater under the direct 

influence of surface water source; and 

(B) has been classified as a small , treated water system under 

18 AAC 74.405 [1 8 AAC 74.450]. (BIT 1/ 18/200 1, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; 

am I I /21120 I 0, Register 196; am ~12b120tf>, Register ?1flJ 

Authority: AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080 

by 14./.dJ/l 3 

18 AAC 74 AAiGl~ is amended EiEl a new section to read: 

18 AAC 74.405. Classification of small, untreated or small, treated water systems. 

(a) Except as provided in 18 AAC 74.006, the department will classify a community or non-

transient non-community water system with fewer than I 00 service connections that is used or 

intended for use by fewer than 500 individuals per day, a community or non-transient non-

community water system with fewer than 15 service connections that is used or intended for use 

by more than 500 individuals per day, and a transient non-community water system that uses a 
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surface water source or ground water under the direct innuence of surface water source, as 

follows: 

(J) a water system that does not add chemicals to Lhe water wil l be class ified as a 

small , untreated water system ; 

(2) a water sys tem that adds a single chemical to the water wi ll be classified as a 

smal l , treated water system ; 

(3) for purposes of th is section, Lhe use of ultraviolet light to meet an inactivation 

requ irement w ill be considered the equi valent of the addition of a single chemica'.J 

r:_ > ) 
(Eff.!f_th! ~ff, , Register lZD ) 

Authority: AS 46.30.01 O AS 46.30.080 

£c(1t·o.-'$ no\-~ i . Iha. sobj~d 1«,d-1-er oF ig A.l\C 7~."lo s ~a..s forlf<.Qfly lot .. ~:r"'-~.J.. 
~~· ll? AM~ 7•!.~ SO. i1~ "-' ~-hry f\.:J 1-e. fcir I~ AA<:.. "1Ll . ~as ol..oe s riot re.fk.C'..:t +k>t. hi :s.tury 
of +kL «UlJ' I 1~ ~c. + i "n. 
J 8 AAC 74.4 10 is repealed and readopted to read: 

18 AAC 74.410. Certified operator requirements for small, untreated and small, 

treated water systems. A t all times, a public water sys tem described in 18 AAC 74.400 must 
o.n. cl. '=I ( I ) 

have an operator, certified at a level equal to or greater than the classification of the system, on-

~~~~ . 
site at the systell}Xor ~ blc by r=o e1 telep!Jo11c wi th lhe abi li-ty to be on-site at the system 

. . -' v 2; ·,f ,,ff_ ·;if~ vr>c.Gr t\-U~ p 'v-a.3rc .. rh .. +ha.. or-!l"at-or 5ha.)I be a.~rulo.hJ~ 
within three ho:EJurs. PL{ r -· .. .J: ~ 1 1 ,... 

_ /I CJ G<.LJV <"?> :> ~ I Q. IQ. r n" (\It_ -,- .> 
"cErr. 1/18/200 1, Register 157; am 'J../2k;2ofo , Register 22o) 

Authority: AS 46.30.0 l 0 AS 46.30.080 

br~Aj 

18 AAC 74 Arlie l e~ i s amended a new section to read: 

18 AAC 74.415. Contract operations. (a) The department may approve a plan for 

supervision of a water sys tem described in 18 AAC 74.400 by a certified operator who 
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supervises more than one waler system. The department will include in its approval any terms 

and conditions that the department considers necessary to protect human health, safety, and 

wel fare. The system owner must submit a request for approval under this subsection on a form 

provided by the department. The department will approve a request under this subsection if 

(1) the supervi sing operator is certified at a level equal lo or greater than the 

classification of the water system; 

(2) the department determines that the supervi sing operator w ill oversee the 

system in compliance with the requ irements of this chapter and 18 AAC 80; and 

(3) the department determines that human health, safety, and welfare w ill be 

adequately protected. 

(b) ln approving or denying a request, or revoking an approval under (a) o f this section, 

the department will consider 

(1) the complexity of the ystem; 

(2) the proposed frequency of routine visits by the certi fied operator; 

(3) system accessibil ity ; 

(4) plans for response when emergency action is needed; 

® 
(5) 1total number of systems the certified operator supervi ses; 

(6)~npliance history or other systems under the supervision of the certified 

operator; and 

(7) other factors relevant to sys tem oversight or to the protection or human 

health, safety, and welfare. 

(Eff.J!_12h/2Dlb, Register 220) 

Authority: AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080 
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18 AAC 74.420 is repealed and readopted to read: 

18 AAC 74.420. Certification requirements for operators of small, untreated or 

small, treated water systems. (a) An individual seeking certification under 18 AAC 74.400 -

18 AAC 74.440 must submit a completed app lication to the department, for the level of 

certifi cation sought 

(1) on a form provided by the department; 

. 2) accom anied by the fee re uired by 18 AAC 74.870. 
In LoD ~ (~ > ~f i-hj ~ :::e.d ·io "J -r ' 

(b) department will certify an applicant who meets the 

(1) examination requirements of 18 AAC 74.430; 

(2) experience and education requirements of 18 AAC 74.440; and 

(3) fee requirements of 18 AAC 74.870. 

(c) ~~ri~;;;\~u;Q·eq1:1 ired-re di sclose past or pending discipli nary action by 

another certifying agency. 

(cl) When considerin an individual' s application for certification, the department may 
-th~ c..n 0 1-ta..r cu-+:. f )'Ins ~\µfl ~ 'ilu. "-f l'\'1c.,v.+ '3) 

consider past or pending disciplinary action imposed on the appli cant in ~~ capacity as an 

operatoa;by aRsther r,;;e i;t.iJyi1ig-ageR&# 

(e) The department may deny certification to an app licant whose certification has been 

revoked by another certifying agency. 

(f) The department may deny certification to an applicant determined to have falsified or 
th4 .. ~p ·c~\-'s V 

with held information on · · app lication. (Eff. I I 18/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 

180; am 11_/2.6/lixh, Register22o) 

Authority: AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.060 AS 46.30.080 

'il[~ ') Wh.211 a...c:..f1r>j V 1' .{.Qr- Lc:J..) - (f) ~F -1-1, ·,:::; se~i-; c::.n #u- <•ky<.l.rt~t W
0

1/I 

C.Uns\~ th>L. -F"'--d c>r-s :>e~-· ou~- in I~ AAc_ 7t.l .83Q(b). 
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18 AAC 74.430(a) is amended to read: 

18 AAC 74.430. Examination requirements for operators of small, untreated or 

small, treated water systems. (a) To be certified to operate a water system classified as a 

small , untreated system or small , treated system under 18 AAC 74.405 [1 8 AAC 74.450], an 

individual [APPLICANT] must pass an approved and va lidated written examination that 

demonstrates the individual's [APPLICANT'S] skills, knowledge, ability, and judgment to 

operate a system of that class ification in compliance wi th the requirements of thi s chapter and 

18 AAC 80. 

18 AAC 74.430(b) is repealed: 

(b) Repealed J.Jj2h/ 1010 

18 AAC 74.430(c) is amended to read: 

(c) A written validated examination wi ll be held at least annually, at a time and place 

announced by the department. The individual [APPLICANT] shall pay the examination fee 

required by 18 AAC 74.870(b) when submitting a request for examination [1 8 AAC 

74.870(c) AT THE TIME OF THE WRITTEN EXAMINATION]. 

18 AAC 74.430(f) is amended to read: 

(f) The department wi ll grade each examination administered under this section and 

notify each examinee [APPLICANT] of the results within 60 days after the examination. The 

departme nt wi ll not provide the completed, graded exam ination to the examinee [APPLICANT]. 
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B E PPLICANT'S] examination results 

with the department. 

18 AAC 74.430(g) is repealed: 

(g) Repealed !!.fibR.otb. (Eff. 1/1 8/2001 , Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; 

am fl_/21; f2tXfo , Register ZZD) 

Authority: AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.050 AS 46.03.080 

18 AAC 74.440(a) is amended to read: 

18 AAC 74.440. Experience and education requirements for operators of small, 

untreated or small, treated water systems. (a) The department will use the minimum 

education and experience requirements and substitution provisions of this section to evaluate an 

applicant's qualifications to operate a water system classified as a small, untreated or small, 

treated water system under 18 AAC 74.405 [1 8 AAC 74.450]. 

~ ln+'<>J . .vd·ory ll'.%.JI. .:.;~ c?>f 
18 AAC 74.440(b) is amended to read: 

(b) To be eligible to [TAKE AN EXAMlNA TION AND] receive certification, an 

applicant for certification to operate a small , untreated water system must have at least 
~ - . ~.., l 111trod..vc..hi ry l t:1J\<1u~;z.. of ) 

~ 8 AAC 74.440(c) 1s amended to read: 

(c) To be eligible to [TAKE AN EXAMINATION AND] receive certification, an 

applicant for certification to operate a small , treated water system must have at least 

(Eff. 1118/2001 , Register 157; am .)Ylb;z~b , Register 2l0) 

Authority: AS 46.30.010 AS 46.30.080 
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18 AAC 74.450 is repealed: 

18 AAC 74.450. Classification of small, untreated or small, treated water systems. 

Repealed. (Eff. 1118/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11/21/2010, Register 

196; repealed }l/2b/2orh , Register220) 

Ed..itor 1~ note; Tiu- ~uloj e.ct ria:He.r oF !i P..A. C 11~ .~ S'o lt.<t..s ~ re. loc..:J-eo(. -t-o 
I ~ A Ac. 7 '-J, '-10 S. 

18 AAC 74.810(b) is amended to read : 

(b) The department will send each certificate holder a renewal noti ce at least 60 days 

before the certificate expires [LAPSES]. Noti ce will be mailed to the last address of record . The 

operator shall keep the department informed of the operator 's current mailing address. Failure to 

receive notice does not relieve the holder of the responsibility to renew the certificate. 

18 AAC 74.810(c)(1) is amended to read: 

(1) for a small , untreated water system certification, an operator must complete 

approved courses equal to 0.5 drinking water core continuing education units (CEUs); 

18 AAC 74.8 10(c)(2) is amended to read: 

(2) for a small, treated water system certification, an operator must complete 

approved courses equal to one drinking water core CEU; 

18 AAC 74 .8 10(c)(3) is amended to read: 

(3) for certification as an operator at the provisional level or level 1 [I] - level 1, 

[IV] certification, an operator must complete approved courses equal to three CEUs of which 

two CEUs must be core and one CEU may be non-core. 
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18 AAC 74.8 1 O(c)(4) is amended to read: 

(4) for certification to operale a wastewater treatment system classified as a 

wastewater stabilization pond system under 18 AAC 74. I 20(b)( J ), an operator must complete 

approved courses equal to 0.5 core CEUs. 

18 AAC 74.8 IO(d) is amended to read: 

(d) An operator holding more than one certifi cate al the provisional level or level.!. [ I ] -

level:! [ IV] need complete only the courses required to satisfy renewal requirements for one of 

the certificates, but must complete the required courses at least every three years. 

18 AAC 74.8 10(e) is amended to read: 

(e) The d~tmenl will renew a certifi cate if an operator pays the fee required by 

18 AAC 74.870cP [1 8 AAC 74.870(d)], and is otherwi se in compliance with this chapter. 

18 AAC 74.8 1 O(f) is amended to read@ 

(f) For purposes of this section, [e~ hours of approved training equals one CEU. For 
j. 

applicable college courses one semester hour is equivalent to 1.5 CEUs and one quarter 

hour is equivalent to one CEU. The department will approve training if that training is 

[OlRECTL Y] related to, or can be applied to, the operati on, maintenance, or management of a 

waler or wastewater system as followg 

(1) drinking water core CEUs are those directly related to the drinking 

water industry or those integral to the operation and maintenance of a drinking water 

system; 

37 



Register .220 , :-Tun U,B "'J .?o 17 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

(2) core CEUs are those directly related to the water or wastewater industry 

or those integral to the operation and maintenance of water or wastewater systems; 

(3) non-core CEUs are those still relevant to the water or wastewater 

industry but indirectly related or peripheral to the industry; ~-
n ear l 1e.r 

( 4) drinking water core and core CEUs may be repeated one time, · 

than three years folJowing the original course completion, for half CEU credit; 

(5) non-core CEUs may not be repeated for credit; (ti+ eo.r l; e..}) 

(6) wastewater stabilization pond courses may be repeated, ~86-S than 

three years foIJowing the original course completion, for full CEU credit for the renewal of 

wastewater stabilization pond certificates. 
1,-J • 

(i( 1U> MA ~ ... ~ . .fr>-~ -~; ..u..M.. ~ ~ >J1 

18 AAC 74.8 JO(g) is repealedQ 

(g) Repealed _li_12b/2ofb. (Eff. I 11 81200 I, Register 157, am 12/3/2006, Register 180 ; am 

I I /21/2010, Register 196; am !!../2hl2otb, Register 22.0) 

Authority: AS 46.30.060 AS 46.30.080 

18 AAC 74.820 is repealed and readopted to read: 

18 AAC 74.820. Expired certificates. (a) An individual who seeks renewal of an 

expired certificate must submit a request fo r renewal to the departme nt w ithin 365 days after the 

certificate expires. The department will renew an exp ired certifi cate upon receipt of a request for 

renewal that includes proof of compliance with 18 AAC 74.8 10 and the expired certificate 

renewal fee required by 18 AAC 74.870. An individual with an expired certificate is not 

certified. 
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(b) The department will not renew a certifi cate that has expired by more than one year. 

An individual w ith a certi ficate that has expired by more than one year must seek recertification 

under 18 AAC 74.020 or 18 AAC 74.420. (Eff. I/ 18/2001, Register 157; 

am !jj 2i:J/2olb, Register 220) 

Authority: AS 46.30.080 

18 AAC 74.830 is repealed and readopted to read: 

18 AAC 74.830. Disciplinary action. (a) The department may enter in to a consent 

agreement with an operator, issue a letter of reprimand to an operator, or suspend or revoke a 

certificate, upon a determination that one or more of the following acts of misconduct occuITed: 

( I ) fraud or deceit in obtaining the certificate; 

(2) fraud or deceit in plant record keeping; 

(3) gross negligence in the operation of a system; 

(4) a substantial vio lation of the requirements of this chapter or 18 AAC 80. 

(b) When considering whether to enter into a consent agreement w ith an operator, issue a 
( +o \-~ •"'r~~~ cJ 

letter of reprimand, or~~ suspend or revoke a certificate, the department will consider 
Ii 

the potential threat to human heal th or the environment, the severity of the act of misconduct, 

and any previous acts of misconduct. 

(c) The depar tment will consider board recommendations in deciding whether to enter 

into a consent agreement with an operator, issue a letter of reprimru1d to an operator, or suspend 
Q.iot \ ,.J-<?.r -tl-i..V'I 30) :f ~~re. (w;(/) 

or revoke a certificate. ~ty days Ft&-l:e- the board meeting, the deprutment~ssue a notice 
::.> +~ 

to the operator, including a description or the allegations date, time, and location or the board 

meetin?tand how the operator can participate in the meeting. If the alleged act of misconduct 
.) 
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poses a clear and immediate threat to pu bli c health or environment, the department m ay waive 

the 3~ay notice in order to hold an immediate meeting o f the board , whil e s till providing 
N ot l,~h? .. r -th ~..n ~ 

appropriate notice to the operator. · I 0 days · the meeting, the board shall issue a 

recommendation to the department based on a presentation of facts, incl uding the testimony of 
~ no+ lo.:+<.r 1-hCU) ( a..ft-er) 

the operator. The departmen~issue a decision . · · 30 days:m· receiving the board 's 

recom~:nd:~o:. erator whose certificate has been suspcnded~ot be the supervising 

t~ .,ys ~e.""'--.\ · ~-for ,_,_.i1,·1c.h ( wo.. ~ or i .r~iMl.Jly iss;;.e.i) 
operator of a system type that is the same as the certi ficate tha t has been suspended• 

. /I 

(e) An operator whose certificate has been suspended may have the certificate re insta ted 

at the end of the suspension period~ the certificate renewal requireme nts of 

18 AAC 74.8 10 are met. The operator shall pay the certifi cate re instatement fee required by 

18 AAC 74.870(i) a t the time of certifica te reinsta tement. 
t::Tin 

(f) An operator w hose certificate has been revoked~1ot be issued future certi fication 

and shall forfeit all other valid certificates indefinite ly. An operato r whose certificate has been 

revoked may no t serve as an operator a t any water or wastewater system. 
(i+u2. o p UA-h1r- ~"-Y nci+ usaj 

(g) If an operator 's certificate has been suspended"7operating experience gained during 
.11 

suspension ~y Aot bs 1:1see to satisfy the ex perience requirements of 18 AAC 74.050 or 18 AAC 

~ ~) ~~- tS 
74.440. Ul•>. . .• _ . . .. , ~1.s .,._ ~ 

(h")J b isciplinary action · department decision , · ·e subject to review under 

18 AAC 7·4.86~ ~e commiss io ne~not participate in a decision made under thi s 

. - tLI Cv{n.JJ) 
sect10n. ( 

+444& (Eff. 11l 812001, Register 157; am li/lb!2t>t~, Regis ter~ 
A.s '-IG. :30.u3o 

Authority: AS 46.30.060 AS 46.30.080 A rs Y G. 3o. octo 
J 
.'i 
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18 AAC 74.840 is amended to read: 

18 AAC 74.840. Temporary certification. In compliance with AS 46.30.110, the 

department will issue a temporary certificate unless the department determines that human 

health, safety, and welfare would not adequately be protected. The temporary certificate is valid 

until the earliest date when the operator may be examined and certified under this chapter. A 

temporary certificate applies only to the system that the a licant is operating at the time of 
~ [ r-a-;J 

application, and will not be renewed. The_ y 18 AAC 74.870(h) [18 AAC 

74.870(e)] must be paid before a temporary certificate will be issued. (Eff. 1/ 18/2001 , Register 

157; am !.!__~2Dff!,, Register 27..Q) 

Authority: AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.110 

18 AAC 74.850(2) is amended to read: 

(2) review qualifications of applicants for [EXAMINATION AND] certification 

in cooperation with the department or at the applicant' s request; 

18 AAC 74.850(4) is amended to read: 

-tc• Q/\ I) r er a.J-or (4) make recommendations to the department as the depa1tment issues a letter of 

____ or suspends [, CANCELS, INV ALIDA TES,] or revokes a certificate; 

(Eff. 1/ 18/2001, Register 157; am 1Jj2br20/fo, Register £2o) 

Authority: As 46.30.020 AS 46.30.030 

18 AAC 74.860(c) is amended to read: 
~ 

(c) Within 60 da the director or desi 

41 
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or designee. The commissioner will not participate in the board meeting or development of 

the board's recommendation. [IF A REVIEW IS GRANTED, THE DIRECTOR OR 

DESIGNEE MAY REQUEST ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OF THE APPLICANT OR 

OTHER REQUEST~. THE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE SHALL PROVIDE THE BOARD 

WITH COPIES OF THE REQUEST FOR REVIEW AND ANY ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION. THE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE MAY HOLD A HEARING WITH THE 

BOARD ATTENDING. THE COMMISSIONER WILL NOT ATTEND OR PARTICIPATE 

IN ANY HEARING UNDER THIS SUBSECTION. THE BOARD SHALL ISSUE A 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE DIRECTOR OR THE DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE 

REGARDING A DECISION ON THE REQUEST FOR RE VIEW. THE COMMISSIONER 

WILL NOT TAKE PART IN THE BOARD' S DEVELOPMENT OF THAT 

RECOMMENDATION.] 

(Eff. 1118/2001 , Register 157; am l_!._t~~rb , Register220) 

Authority: AS 46.03.020 AS 46.30.080 ~s 46.35.090(~ 

18 AAC 74.870 is repealed and re~ed to read: ~ 

~'::-!. ~~ 
18 AAC 74.870. Fees. (a) X l-1 feer listed in this section ~·e nonrefundable except as 

M) 6f' +k i ~ ~e~.:.hn"' 
provided in -oee~i1(c) and f ·· 
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(b) The fee for each examination to be taken is $ 150. 

(c) If the department is notified in writing at leas t two weeks before a written 

examination date that an applicant cannot take a scheduled examination and wishes to be 

rescheduled, the examination fee paid by the applicant will be applied to the next examination 

cycle without a new reregistration. 

(cl) The fee to apply for certification is$ I 00. 

(e) The fee to renew an acti ve certifi cate is $100. 
~r-,.-:::o-:--t '\ ,-:~-,---:-+..,..h.-.~--.) 

(t) The fee to renew an expired certificate i tlhi-A 90 days after the certi ficate expires is 

$ 150. 
\cJ-'<?r' ·H"-<V'\ 9u ,ky::; bvt ........ ~ 10-v- +l..w--

(g) The fee to renew an expi red certificate · ~~hi A-9-1-tt> 365 clays after the certificate 

expires is $300. 

(h) The fee to apply for a temporary certificate is $ 100. 

(i) The fee to reinstate a suspended certificate is $3000 

U) The fee to apply for reciprocity, as described in AS 46.30.1 00, is $300. 

(k) The fee for a replacement certificate is $50. 

(l) The fee for a department-sponsored operator training classroom course is $150 per 

[~ day. The fee is nonrefundable, except as prov ided in (m) of this section. 

(m) The department will cancel an operator training classroom course w ith fewer than 

tO students regi stered. If the department cancels a course, the fee paid under (/) of th is section 

will be refunded. 

(n) The fee for a department-sponsored correspondence course providing continuing 

education unit (CEU) credits, is $20 per CEU plus the cost of course materials. (Eff. 

1/1 8/2001, Register 157; am 12/3/2006, Register 180; am 11 /2 1/2010, Register 196; am 
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1..!_;26 / 2JJ/{, , Register 220) 

Authority: AS 44.46.025 AS 46.30.060 AS 46.30. 100 

AS 46.30.030 AS 46.30.080 AS 46.30.1 10 

AS 46.30.050 

18 AAC 74.900(8) is amended to read: 

(8) "director" means the director of the de artrnenL's di vision in which the 
(f u.~u.t )JI ' -· ... ~ :11 • .R.1,-· ... v~/t.CLMJI) V n CA.:1.J A5 4G. 30 

0 erator Certification P~o ram resides [ASS IGNED TO FACILITY CONSTRUCTION 
l 

AND OPERATION]; 

18 AAC 74.900(14) is repealed: 

(14) repealed [ 12.b1;!:16; 

18 AAC 74.900(16) is repealed: 

(16) repealed lJJ2h /2JJf~ ; 

18 AAC 74.900(27) is amended to read: 

(27) "water distribution system" means post-treatment storage faci lities, conduits, 

mains, lines, pumping stations, or other dev ices used to carry wate r to the consumer[, AND 

INCLUDES A GROUNDWATER SUPPLY TREATED ONLY WITH CHLOR INE]; 

18 AAC 74.900(29) is amended to read: 

(29) "water treatment system" means dev ices, structures, and equipment used Lo 
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condition, purify, or refi ne water for human consumption.i [,AND DOES NOT INCLUDE A 

GROUNDWATER SUPPLY TREATED ONLY WITH CHLORlNE.] 

~ 
18 AAC 74.900 is amended by adding new ~ffittioH to read: G)(ri..>'tl.in c•..Li "' 
~ ~ .:1 " " · 

I ~~; ~xaminee" means an individual who has registered for a certification...,..,..-,'".,_,.,. 

(Eff. 8/21178, Register 67; am 2/21/81, Register 77; am 8/24/85, Register 95; am 5/29/93, 
~ 

Register 126; am 1/18/200 I , Register 157; am 12/3/~i ster 180; am !i_!J.; /20lb, Register2ZO) 

Authority: AS 46.30.080 

( 3o) ''coM.11.ul\ity -se.y'fic:... -t.:--U"\'K'' ~1.f) .s o... ':i.efht... icv.k. -\-kcJ- se..rve~ 

(A) on~ o,. lf.<J:> re.. l1{.u Jt; _f ~1 ly olwell ;0~\S) 
(.B) o..- tt-tPbi \q_ k ot'f.Q.. pwk.> °'-- i-r~ l e...r fW Y<., or o.. re.c:reo.:fio~ 

ve-~; c.. la... f o.r k.j 

c c ) TW6 l'n- f't\.Of"(L. 

(.; ) -pr-I ~co-e... re..s·i ~c_q_S > ·, .ti +Iv 3 ~0 b- <J0bpo.ro..~ya..~1" 1 ··prlv "'1e.. 

Jttc.._s 1~. ru..ll.cvi1:J 3iv01 )0 )3 AA c /2. "1'10; 

l11) 1.A"<-tt<.ifc.iol e.st&.1 Ji~.hr~5· 

, (v) 
If\ lC){i) ·- Cv) 

,) 

[i;;) ~/\,.Justr;c:J e.stu.bli.shMan-t-s · or 
) 

l iv} in .s+;+v+i''"5 · or 
.) 

~ c...o...,·b°iALJ-ici,.. C1f tc.u~ .?>• tt-tur~ cif ~ 'Si-rue...+ure.s ll ~ted 

of· +hi ~ T 1-._;-a.~:f°'-ph ~ 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Hon. Byron Mallott 
Lieutenant Governor 

From: 
-- jc~ 

StevenC. Weaver _..... .. \ Jr 
Sr. Assistant Attorney General c: 

and Assistant Regulations Attorney 
Legislation and Regulations Section 

State of Alaska 
Department of Law 

Date: October 24, 2016 

File No.: JU20 15200524 

Tel. No.: 465-3600 

Re: Regulations re : certification, training, 
and discipline of water and wastewater 
system operators (18 AAC 74.006 -
18 AAC 74.125; 18 AAC 74.400-
18 AAC 74.450; 18 AAC 74.8 10 -
18 AAC 74.870; 18 AAC 74.900) 

We have reviewed the attached regulations from the Department of Environmental 
Conservation against the statutory standards of the Administrative Procedure Act. I have 
reviewed this project under a specific delegation dated October 24, 2016 from the Regulations 
Attorney. The regulations update procedures and requirements regarding the certification, 
training, and discipline of water and wastewater system operators. 

We find no legal problems. This memorandum constitutes the written statement of 
approval under AS 44.62.060(b) and (c) that authorizes your office to file the attached 
regulations. 

The June 3, 20 16 public notice, the July 8, 20 16 supplemental public notice, and the 
August 4, 2016 adoption order all state that this action is not expected to require an increased 
appropriation. Therefore, a fi scal note under AS 44.62.1 95 is not required. 

Please note that 18 AAC 74.1 25 contains placeholders for dates that are timed to the 
effective date of the regulations, or to the effective date of the regulations plus two years. Once 
the regulations are filed and the effective date thus established under AS 44.62.180, we request 
that your office make handwritten edits to substitute the correct date for the placeholder text. I 
have confirmed with the department that, in calculating the effective date plus two years, the 
department means the ordinary calculation in which the date is thi s year's effective date two 
calendar years later: for example, if the effective date were December I, 20 16, the effective date 
plus two years would be December 1, 20 18. 



Hon. Byron Mallott, Lieutenant Governor 
Our file: JU2015200524 

October 24, 2016 
Page2 

We have made some technical corrections to conform the regulations in accordance with 
AS 44.62.125. The corrections are shown on the attached copy of the regulations. 

sew 

cc w/enc: (via email) 

Hon. Larry Hartig, Commissioner 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

Gary Mendivil, Regulations Contact 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

Michelle Hale, Director 
Division of Water 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

Kenneth A. Smith 
Division of Water 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

Chris Peloso, Assistant Attorney General 
Environmental Section 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: Hon. Byron Mallott 
Lieutenant Governor 

State of Alaska 
Department of Law 

DATE: October 24, 2016 

FILE NO. : JU2015200524 

Susan R. Pollar~~ 
TELEPHONE NO.: 465-3600 

FROM: 

Chief Assistant Attorney General 
& Regulations Attorney 

Legislation/Regulations Section-Juneau 

SUBJECT: Specific delegation of authority 
regarding regulations review on 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation regulations re: 
certification, training, and 
discipline of water and 
wastewater system operators 
(18 AAC 74.006 - 18 AAC 
74.125 ; 18 AAC 74.400 -
18 AAC 74.450; 18 AAC 
74.810 - 18 AAC 74.870; 
18 AAC 74.900) 

By this memorandum, I am delegating my authority as Regulations Attorney under 
AS 44.62 to Assistant Attorney General Steven C. Weaver for the above-referenced regulations 
project. Under this delegation of authority, Steven Weaver has my full authority under AS 44.62 
to conduct the legal review under AS 44.62 and take necessary actions on this regulations 
project. 

sew 

cc w/enc: 

If you have questions, please let me know. 

Scott C. Meriwether, AAC Coordinator 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor 

Steven C. Weaver 
Sr. Assistant Attorney General & 

Assistant Regulations Attorney 
Legislation/Regulations Section 



AFFIDAVIT OF NOTICE OF PROPOSED REGULATION 
AND FURNISHING OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

I, Kenneth A Smith, Environmental Program Specialist III, of the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation being sworn, state the following: 

As required by AS 44.62.190, notice of the proposed adoption of changes to the Water and 
Wastewater Operators Certification regulations has been given by being 

(1) published in a newspaper or trade publication; 
(2) furnished to interested persons; 
(3) furnished to appropriate state officials; 
(4) furnished to the Department of Law, along with a copy of the proposed regulation; 
(5) furnished electronically to incumbent State of Alaska legislators; 

(6) furnished to the Legislative Affairs Agency, Division of Legal and Research 

Services; 
(7) posted on the Alaska Online Public Notice System as required by 

AS 44.62.175(a)(l) and (b) and 44.62.190(a)(l ); 
(8) furnished electronically, along with a copy of the proposed regulation, to the 

Legislative Affairs Agency, the chair of the Resource Committee of the Alaska 

Senate and House of Representatives, the Administrative Regulation Review 

Committee, and the legislative council. 

As required by AS 44.62.190, additional regulation notice information regarding the proposed 
adoption of the regulation changes described above has been furnished to interested persons and 
those in (5) and (6) of the list above. The additional regulation notice information also has been 
posted on the Alaska Online Public Notice System. 

Date: 

Kenneth A. Smith 



AFFIDAVIT OF AGENCY RECORD OF PUBLIC COMMENT 

I, Ken Smith, Environmental Program Special III for the Department of Environmental 
Conservation, being duly sworn, state the following: 

In compliance with AS 44.62.215, the Department of Environmental Conservation has kept a 
record of its use or rejection of factual or other substantive information that was submitted in 
writing as public comment and that was relevant to the accuracy, coverage, or other aspect of the 
Department of Environmental Conservation regulation on operator certification and training. 

Date: 

Ken Smith, Environmental Program Specialist III 

Subscribed and sworn to before me at ~\Af'IQO\V.... \ (\\£;.~g_ 
SS - Lj " &.D l (p 

on 

(date) 



WATER AND WASTEWATER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING: 
SUPPLEMENTAL NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 

REGULATIONS OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Division of Water proposes to adopt 
amendments to the water and wastewater operator certification and training regulations to correct minor 
errors and update obsolete information contained in the chapter. Additionally, modifications will be made 
to accommodate updated business practices and changes within the industry, clarify portions of the 
existing language, and increase fees. 

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation proposes to adopt regulation changes in 
Title 18, Chapter 74 (18 AAC 74) of the Alaska Administrative Code, dealing with certification 
and training of water and wastewater operators, including the following: 

(1) Amend 18 AAC 74 to make minor administrative corrections throughout the 
chapter. 

(2) Amend 18 AAC 74 to utilize Arabic numerals rather than Roman numerals when 
referring to operator certification levels and system classification. 

(3) Amend 18 AAC 74.006 and add 18 AAC 74.405 as a new section to address 
water systems that use ultraviolet light as a treatment process to meet inactivation 
requirements. 

(4) Amend 18 AAC 74.010 to clarify the requirement for an operator, certified to the 
level of the system, to be available at all times; establish certification 
requirements for shift operations; and allow for interim approval of an alternate 
method of system supervision until the next meeting of the Governor's 
Water/Wastewater Works Advisory Board. 

(5) Amend 18 AAC 74.020 and 18 AAC 74.420 to allow the Department to consider 
disciplinary action by another certifying agency toward an applicant when 
considering eligibility for certification, and to deny certification if an applicant 
provides inaccurate information on an application. 

(6) Amend 18 AAC 74.040 and 18 AAC 74.430 to explicitly require written 
certification exams. 

(7) Amend 18 AAC 74.020, 18 AAC 74.040, 18 AAC 74.420, 18 AAC 74.430 and 
18 AAC 74.440 to remove the application process prior to certification exam 
administration, allowing operators to sit for exams, in numerical order, and then 
apply for certification once a passing score has been achieved. 

(8) Amend 18 AAC 74.050(b)(2)(A) and 74.050(b)(2)(B), to repeal regulations that 



allowed the operator of a class I or class II system to use 10 years or more of 
operating experience to meet the experience criteria for level III or level IV 
certification, respectively. 

(9) Amend 18 AAC 74.120 to revise system classification points and amend 18 AAC 
74.125 to allow for a compliance transition period for those systems affected by 
the change in classification. 

(10) Amend 18 AAC 74.410 and add 18 AAC 74.415 as a new section to clarify the 
certified operator requirements for small water systems, and the allowance for 
small water systems to be supervised through contract operations. 

(11) Amend 18 AAC 74.810 to differentiate between core and non-core Continuing 
Education Credit and clarify the certificate renewal requirements. 

(12) Amend 18 AAC 74.820 to extend the renewal period for an expired certificate up 
to 365 days. 

(13) Amend 18 AAC 74.830 to offer disciplinary options, other than certification 
revocation. 

(14) Amend 18 AAC 74.860 to establish schedules for requests for review of 
department decisions. 

(15) Amend 18 AAC 74.870 to reflect new and revised fees for services. 

(16) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 to revise the definitions of Water Treatment and Water 
Distribution systems to clarify that a ground water system adding chlorine is a 
Water Treatment system. 

(17) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 and 18 AAC 74.810 to reflect that the Operator 
Certification and Training Program is housed within the Division of Water rather 
than the Division of Facility Construction and Operation and that the Operator-in­
Training certification no longer exists. 

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including the potential costs to private 
persons of complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written comments to Ken Smith 
at 410 Willoughby, Suite 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 99811-1800. Additionally, the 
ADEC will accept comments by facsimile at (907) 465-5177 and by electronic mail at 
ken.smith@alaska.gov. Comments may also be submitted through the Operator Certification 
website at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/18AAC74RegChanges.html. 

In order to provide additional time for comments the public comment period has been 
extended. All comments must be received not later than 5:00 PM on July 15, 2016. 



You may submit wri tten questions relevant to the proposed action to K en Smith by email at 
ken.smith @alaska.gov or by mail at 4 10 Wi lloughby, Suite 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 
998 11-1 800. Questions may also be submitted through the Operator Certi fication website at 
http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/ I 8AAC74RegChanges.html. The questions must be received 
at least I 0 days before the end of the publ ic comment period. The ADEC will aggregate its 
response to substantiall y similar ques tions and make the questions and responses avai lable on the 
Operator Certifi cation website al http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/l 8AAC74RegChanges.html. 

If you are a person with a disabil ity who needs a special accommodation in order to participate in 
this process, please contact Natalie W olfe at Natalic.Wolf"e@alaska.gov or (907) 269-029 1 or 
TDD Relay Service l-800-770-8973/TTY or dial 71 1 not later than July 12, 20 16 to ensure that 
any necessary accommodations can be provided. 

A copy of the proposed regulation changes is avai lable on the A laska Onl ine Public Notice 
System, available at http://dec.a laska.gov/water/opcert/ l 8AAC74RegChanges.html, or by 
contacting Ken Smith at ken.smith @alaska.gov or (907) 465-5 136. 

After the public comment period ends, the A DEC will ei ther adopt the proposed regulation 
changes or other provisions dealing wi th the same subject, w i thout further notice, or decide to 
take no action. The language of the final regulation may be different from that of the proposed 
regulation. YOU SHOUL D COMMENT DUR ING THE T IME ALLOWED IF YOUR 
INTERESTS COULD BE AFFECTED. Wri tten comments received are public records and are 
subject to publ ic inspection. 

This is a SUPPLEMENTAL NOTICE adding to the NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES that 
was issued on June I , 20 16, concerning the proposed regulation revision contained in the 
Department of L aw file number JU20 15200524. Th is SUPPLEMENT AL NOTICE is being 
issued to extend the public comment period to provide additional time for comments. 

Statutory authority: A S 44.46.025; AS 46.30.0 I 0; AS 46.30.060; AS 46.30.080; A S 46.30.090; 
AS 46.30. 120 

Statu tes being implemented, in terpreted, or made specific: AS 46.30.0 IO; A S 46.30.030; 
AS 46.30.040; AS 46.30.050; AS 46.30.060; AS 46.30.120 

Fiscal info rmation: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to requ ire an increased 
appropriation. 

Date: July 6, 201 6 
Juneau, Alaska 

/ 

Larry Harti~, Commissioner 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Emma Dunlap 
being first duly sworn on oath deposes and 
says that he/she is a representative of the 
Alaska Dispatch News, a daily newspaper. 
That said newspaper has been approved 
by the Third Judicial Court, Anchorage, 
Alaska, and it now and has been published 
in the English language continually as a 
daily newspaper in Anchorage, Alaska, and 
it is now and during all said time was 
printed in an office maintained at the 
aforesaid place of publication of said 
newspaper. That the annexed is a copy of 
an advertisement as it was published in 
regular issues (and not in supplemental 
form) of said newspaper on 

July 08 , 2016 

and that such newspaper was regularly 
distributed to its subscribers during all of 
said period. That the full amount of the fee 
charged for the foregoing publication is not 
in excess of the rate charged private 
individuals. 

Signed 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
·s 8th day of Julv, 2016 

Notary Public 1n and for 
The State of Alaska. 
Third Division 
Anchorage, Alaska 
MY COMMIS ION EXPIRES 

BRITNEY L. THO PSON 
State of Alaska 

My Commission Expires Feb 23, 2019 

WATER AND WASTEWATER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING: SUPPLEMENTAL NOTICE OF 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 

REGULATIONS OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Division of water proposes to adopt 
amendments to the water and wastewater operator certification and training regulatlops to c,orrect minor 
errors and update obsolete Information contained In the chaP.ter. Additionally, mqalficat19ns will be ma.dei to 
accommodate updated business practices and changes within the Industry, clarify portions of the existing 
language, and Increase fees. 

The Alaska Department of Environmental conservation proposes to adopt regulation ch~nies in Title 18, 
Chapter 74 (18 AAC 74) of the Alaska Administrative Code, dealing with certification and tramliig of water and 
wastewater operators, Including the following: 

(1) Amend 18 AAC 74 to make minor adminlstratiVe corrections throughout the chapter. 

(2) Amend 18 AAC 74 to utilize Arao1c:-numerals rather than Roman numerals when referring to operator 
certification levels and system classification. 

(3) Amend 18 AAC 74.006 and add 18 AAC 74.405 as a new section to address water systems that use 
ultraviolet light as a treatment process to meet inactivation requirements. 

(4) Amend 18 AAC 74.010 to clarify the requirement for an operator certified to the level of the $YS!em. 
to be available at all times; establish certification requirements for shift operations; and allow for interim 
approval of an alternate method of system supervision until the next meeting of the Governor's 
water/Wastewater Works Advisory Board. 

(5) Amend 18 AAC 74.020 and 18 AAC 74.420 to allow the Department to consider disciplinary action by 
another certifying agency tow~rd an applicant when considering eligibility for certification, and to deny 
certification If an applicant provides Inaccurate Information on an appllcallon. 

(6) Amend 18 AAC 74.040 and 18 AAC 74.430 to explicitly require written certification exams. 

(7) Amend 18 AAC 74.020, 18 AAC 74.040 18 AAC 74.420, 18 AAC 74.430 and 18 AAC 74.440 to 
remove the application process prior to certification exam administration, allowing operators to sit for exams, 
In numerical order, and then apply for certification once a passing score has been achieved. 

(8) Amend 18 AAC 74.050(b)(2)(A) and 74.050(bl(2)(B), to repeal regulations that allowed the operator of a 
class I or class II system to use 10 years or more of operating experience to meet the experience criteria for 
level 111 or level IV certification. respectively. 

(9) Amend 18 AAC 74.120 to revise system classification points and amend 18 AAC 74.125 to allow for a 
compliance transition period for those systems affected by the change In classification. 

(10) Amend 18 AAC 74.410 and add 18 AAC 74.415 as a new section to clarify the certified operator 
requirements for small water systems, and the allowance for small water systems to be supervised through 
contract operations. 

(11) Amend 18 AAC 74.810 to differentiate between core and non-core continuing Education Credit and 
clarify the certificate renewal requirements. 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

Amend 18 AAC 74.820 to extend the renewal period for an expired certificate up to 365 days. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.830 to offer disciplinary options. other than certification revocation. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.860 to establish schedules for requests for review of department decisions. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.870 to reflect new and revised fees for services. 

(16) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 to revise the definitions of water Treatment and water Distribution systems to 
clarify that a ground water system adding chlorine Is a water Treatment system. 

(17) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 and 18 AAC 74.810 to reflect that the Operator Certification and Training 
Program Is housed within the Division of Water rather than the Division of Faclllty Construction and operation 
ancfthat the Operator-In-Training certification no longer exists. 

II 

~e 
papeo1UMop aq Aew sue1d oa11Blap 

pue "If wnpuapp't/ 'd::I~ 8"wpnpu1 
'aBe>ped P1q v "'J.V ·1eua)I u1 i;nua::> 
ssau11aM eui,euaa atp Je pa1e:io1 
sapeJ8dn lOl 8upped sndwe:i JOJ 
a:>!Jd WJU e l twqns Ol SWJU pam1eno 
sa1111u1 aqpJ. ue1pu1 BZl!eua)I a4J. 

)llf 'll!UQ)I 
- .aawa:> ssa1maM eu1,euao 

seplUJdn ~ ~Uf>tJl!d sndwe:> 
PIB «n UOneiJAUI 



WATER AND WASTEWATER OPERA TOR CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING: NOTICE 
OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 

REGULATIONS OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Division of Water proposes to adopt 
amendments to the water and wastewater operator certification and training regulations to correct minor 
errors and update obsolete infonnation contained in the chapter. Additionally, modifications will be made 
to accommodate updated business practices and changes within the industry, clarify portions of the 
existing language, and increase fees. 

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation proposes to adopt regulation changes in 
Title 18, Chapter 74 (18 AAC 74) of the Alaska Administrative Code, dealing with certification" 
and training of water and wastewater operators, including the following: 

(1) Amend 18 AAC 74 to make minor administrative corrections throughout the 
chapter. 

(2) Amend 18 AAC 74 to utilize Arabic numerals rather than Roman numerals when 
referring to operator certification levels and system classification. 

(3) Amend 18 AAC 74.006 and add 18 AAC 74.405 as a new section to address 
water systems that use ultraviolet light as a treatment process to meet inactivation 
requirements. 

(4) Amend 18 AAC 74.010 to clarify the requirement for an operator, certified to the 
level of the system, to be available at all times; establish certification 
requirements for shift operations; and allow for interim approval of an alternate 
method of system supervision until the next meeting of the Governor's 
Water/Wastewater Works Advisory Board. 

(5) Amend 18 AAC 74.020 and 18 AAC 74.420 to allow the Department to consider 
disciplinary action by another certifying agency toward an applicant when 
considering eligibility for certification, and to deny certification if an applicant 
provides inaccurate information on an application. 

(6) Amend 18 AAC 74.040 and 18 AAC 74.430 to explicitly require written 
certification exams. 

(7) Amend 18 AAC 74.020, 18 AAC 74.040, 18 AAC 74.420, 18 AAC 74.430 and 
18 AAC 74.440 to remove the application process prior to certification exam 
administration, allowing operators to sit for exams, in numerical order, and then 
apply for certification once a passing score has been achieved. 

(8) Amend 18 AAC 74.050(b)(2)(A) and 74.050(b)(2)(B), to repeal regulations that 



allowed the operator of a class I or class II system to use 10 years or more of 
operating experience to meet the experience criteria for level III or level IV 
certification, respectively. 

(9) Amend 18 AAC 74.120 to revise system classification points and amend 18 AAC 
74.125 to allow for a compliance transition period for those systems affected by 
the change in classification. 

(10) Amend 18 AAC 74.410 and add 18 AAC 74.415 as a new section to clarify the 
certified operator requirements for small water systems, and the allowance for 
small water systems to be supervised through contract operations. 

(11) Amend 18 AAC 74.810 to differentiate between core and non-core Continuing 
• Education Credit and clarify the certificate renewal requirements. 

(12) Amend 18 AAC 74.820 to extend the renewal period for an expired certificate up 
to 365 days. 

(13) Amend 18 AAC 74.830 to offer disciplinary options, other than certification 
revocation. 

(14) Amend 18 AAC 74.860 to establish schedules for requests for review of 
department decisions. 

(15) Amend 18 AAC 74.870 to reflect new and revised fees for services. 

(16) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 to revise the definitions of Water Treatment and Water 
Distribution systems to clarify that a ground water system adding chlorine is a 
Water Treatment system. 

(17) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 and 18 AAC 74.810 to reflect that the Operator 
Certification and Training Program is housed within the Division of Water rather 
than the Division of Facility Construction and Operation and that the Operator-in­
Training certification no longer exists. 

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including the potential costs to private 
persons of complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written comments to Ken Smith 
at 410 Willoughby, Suite 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 99811-1800. Additionally, the 
ADEC will accept comments by facsimile at (907) 465-5177 and by electronic mail at 
ken.smith@alaska.gov. Comments may also be submitted through the Operator Certification 
website at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/18AAC74RegChanges.html. The comments must 
be received not later than 4:30 PM, Alaska Standard Time on July 6, 2016. 

You may submit written questions relevant to the proposed action to Ken Smith by email at 
ken.smith@alaska.gov or by mail at 410 Willoughby, Suite 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 
99811-1800. Questions may also be submitted through the Operator Certification website at 



http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/ l 8AAC74RegChanges.html. The questions must be received 
at least IO days before the end of the public comment period. The ADEC will aggregate its 
response to substantially similar questions and make the questions and responses available on the 
Operator Certification website at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/l 8AAC74RegChanges.html. 

If you are a person with a disability who needs a special accommodation in order to participate in 
this process, please contact Natalie Wolfe at Natalie.Wolfe@alaska.gov or (907) 269-0291 or 
TDD Relay Service 1-800-770-8973/TTY or dial 711 not later than June 24, 2016 to ensure that 
any necessary accommodations can be provided. 

A copy of the proposed regulation changes is available on the Alaska Online Public Notice 
System, available at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/l 8AAC74RegChanges.html, or by 
contacting Ken Smith at ken.smith@alaska.gov or (907) 465-5136. 

After the public comment period ends, the ADEC will either adopt the proposed regulation 
changes or other provisions dealing with the same subject, without further notice, or decide to 
take no action. The language of the final regulation may be different from that of the proposed 
regulation. YOU SHOULD COMMENT DURING THE TIME ALLOWED IF YOUR 
INTERESTS COULD BE AFFECTED. Written comments received are public records and are 
subject to public inspection. 

Statutory authority: AS 44.46.025; AS 46.30.010; AS 46.30.060; AS 46.30.080; AS 46.30.090; 
AS 46.30.120 

Statutes being implemented, interpreted, or made specific: AS 46.30.010; AS 46.30.030; 
AS 46.30.040; AS 46.30.050; AS 46.30.060; AS 46.30.120 

Fiscal information: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to require an increased 
appropriation. 

Date: June l , 2016 
Anchorage, Alaska 



WATER SYSTEM OPERATOR CERTIFICATION PROPOSED REGULATIONS 

ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS NOTICE INFORMATION 

(AS 44.62.190(d)) 

1. Adopting agency: Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 

2. General subject of regulation: Operator Certification and Training 

3. Citation ofregulation (may be grouped): 18 AAC 74 

4. Department o.f Law file number, if any JU201520024 

5. Reason for the proposed action: 

(X) compliance with federal law: Safe Drinking Water Act 

( ) compliance with new or changed state statute 

( ) compliance with federal or state court decision (identify) ____________ _ 

( ) development of program standards 

(X) other: modifications to allow for evolving business practices and industry changes 

6. Appropriation/ Allocation: Department of Environmental Conservation, Water Division, Water and 
Wastewater Operator Certification Program 

7. Estimated costs in the aggregate to comply with the proposed action to: 

a. Private Persons: There will be increased costs to current water and wastewater system operators, 
as well as individuals who wish to pursue operator certification of approximately $150 per exam 
and $100 per application. The schedule for exams and applications will depend on the 
circumstances of the individual operator. 

b. Other State Agencies: The Department of Corrections, Department of Transportation and Public 
Facilities, and the University of Alaska system may incur increased costs due to the additional 
cost of updated fees and also may have a potential for an increase to personnel costs due to the 
proposed revision of classification points for some system components. 

c. Municipalities: Utilities who pay the certification and/or renewal fees for operators will also 
incur the additional costs of updated fees. There is a potential for an increase to personnel costs 
for a small subset of utilities due to the proposed revision of classification points for some system 
components. The system classification dictates the operator certification requirements; as a result, 
some systems will require operators with higher level certification while other systems may 
require less certification. 

8. Cost of implementation to the state agency and available funding (in thousands of dollars): 



Initial Year Subsequent 
FY16 Years 

Operating Cost $_0_ $_0_ 

Capital Cost $_0_ $_0_ 

I 002 Federal receipts $ 0 $_0_ ---
I 003 General fund match $ 0 $ 0 --- ---

I 004 General fund $ 0 $ 0 --- ---

I 005 General fund/program $_0_ $_0_ 

103 7 General fund/mental health $ _ O __ $_0_ 

Other $ 0 $_0_ ---

9. The name of the contact person for the regulation: 
Name: Kenneth A. Smith 
Title: Environmental Program Specialist III 
Address: 410 Willoughby Ave., STE 303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 99811 
Telephone: (907) 465-5136 
E-mail address: ken.smith@alaska.gov 

10. The origin of the proposed action 
_X_ Staff of state agency 

Federal government 
General Public 
Petition for regulation change 
Other (identify) 

11: Date: June 1, 2016 
Prepared by: ~ c;;1 ~ 

Name (printed): Kenneth A. Smith 
Title: (printed): Environ. Program Spec. III 
Telephone: (907) 465-5136 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Emma Dunlap 
being first duly sworn on oath deposes and 
says that he/she is a representative of the 
Alaska Dispatch News, a daily newspaper. 
That said newspaper has been approved 
by the Third Judicial Court, Anchorag~, 
Alaska, and it now and has been published 
in the English language continually as a 
daily newspaper in Anchorage, Alaska, and 
it is now and during all said time was 
printed in an office maintained at th_e 
aforesaid place of publication of said 
newspaper. That the annexed is a copy of 
an advertisement as it was published in 
regular issues (and not in supplemental 
form) of said newspaper on 

June 03, 2016 

and that such newspaper was regularly 
distributed to its subscribers during all of 
said period. That the full amount of the fee 
charged for the foregoing publication is not 
in excess of the rate charged private 

individuals. 

Signed 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

&kW~ J!ill06llfiltl,r&lJYV 
Notary Public in and for A 
The State of Alaska. · -
Third Division 
Anchorage, Alaska 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 

u c 
BRITNEY L. THOMPSON 

State of Alaska 
:.y Commission Expires Feb 23, 2019 

WATER AND WASTEWATER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING: NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
CHANGES TO THE 

REGULATIONS OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Division of water proposes· to adopt 
amendments to the water and wastewater operator certification and training regulations to correct minor 
errors and update obsolete information contained in the chapter. Additionally, moaifications will be made to 
accommodate updated business practices and changes wittiin the industry, clarify portions of the existing 
language, and Increase fees. 

The Alaska Department of Environmental conservation proposes to adopt regulation changes in Title 18, 
Chapter 74 (18 AAC 74) of the Alaska Administrative Code, dealing with certification and training of water and 
wastewater operators, including the following: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

(16) 

Amend 18 AAC 74 to make minor administrative corrections throughout the chapter. 

Amend 18 AAC 74 to utilize Arabic numerals rather than Roman numerals when referring to operator 
certification levels and system classification. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.006 and add 18 AAC 74.405 as a new section to address water systems that use 
ultraviolet light as a treatment process to meet inactivation requirements. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.010 to clarify the requirement for an operator, certified to the level of the system, 
to be available at all times; establish certification requirements for shift operations; and allow for 
interim aEproval of an alternate method of system supervision until the next meeting of the 
Gove~nor s water/Wastewater works Advisory Board. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.020 and 18 AAC 74.420 to allow the Department to consider disciplinary action by 
another certifving agency toward an applicant when considering eligibility for certification, and to 
deny certificafion if an applicant provides inaccurate information on an application. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.040 and 18 AAC 74.430 to explicitly require writteh certification exams. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.020, 18 AAC 74.040, 18 AAC 74.420, 18 AAC 74.430 and 18 AAC 74.440 to 
remove the application process prior to certification exam administration, allowing operators to sit 
for .exams. In numerical order. and then apply for certification once a passing score has been 
achieved. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.050(b)(2)(A) and 74.050(b)(2l(B), to repeal regulations that allowed the operator of a 
class I or class II system to use 10 years or more of operating experience to meet the experience 
criteria for level 111 or level IV certification, respectively. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.120 to revise system classification points and amend 18 AAC 74.125 to allow for a 
compliance transition period for those systems affected by the change in classification. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.410 and add 18 AAC 74.415 as a new section to clarify the certified operator 
requirements for small water systems, and the allowance for small water systems to be supervised 
through contract operations. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.810 to differentiate between core and non-core Continuing Education Credit and 
clarify the certificate renewal requirements. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.820 to extend the renewal period for an expired certificate up to 365 days. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.830 to offer disciplinary options, other than certification revocation. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.860 to establish schedules for requests for review of department decisions. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.870 to reflect new and revised fees for services. 

Amend 18 AAC 74.900 to revise the definitions of Water Treatment and Water Distribution systems to 
clarify that a ground water system adding chlorine is a water Treatment system. 

(17) Amend 18 AAC 74.900 and 18 AAC 74.810 to reflect that the operator Certification and Training 
Program is housed within the Division of Water rather than the Division of Facility construction and 
Operation and that the Operator-in-Training certification no longer exists. 

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, Including the potential costs to private persons of 
complying with the proposea changes. by submitting written comments to Ken Smith at 410 Willoughby, suite 
303, P.O. Box 111800, Juneau, AK 99811-1800. Additionally, the ADEC will accept comments by facsimile at 
(907) 465-5177 and by electronic mail at ken.smith@alaska.gov. comments may also be submitted through 
the Operator Certification website at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/opcert/18AAC74RegChanges.html. Tf1e 
comments must be received not later than 4:30 PM, Alaska Standard Time on July 6, 2016. 
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