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ORDER ADOPTING CHANGES TO REGULATIONS 
OF COMMERCE, COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The attached 29 pages of regulations, dealing with implementing electronic filing, are adopted 
and certified to be a correct copy of the regulation changes that the Regulatory Commission of 
Alaska adopted at its March 25, 2016, meeting under the authority of AS 42.05.141 and 
AS 42.05.151 and after compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62), 
specifically including notice under AS 44.62.190 and 44.62.200 and opportunity for public 
comment under AS 44.62.210. 

This action is not expected to require an increased appropriation. 

In considering public comments, the Regulatory Commission of Alaska paid special attention to 
the cost to private persons of the regulatory action being taken 

The regulation changes adopted under this order take effect on the 30th day after they have been 
filed by the lieutenant governor, as provided in AS 44.62.180. 

Date: ~~~\lo .. ~\\.fl 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Robert M. Pickett, Chairman 

FILING CERTIFICATION 

I, Byron Mallott, Lieutenant Governor for the State of Alaska, certify that1 on 

M~ -=t" , 20 _lb_, at~m. , I filed the attached regulations according to the 

provisions of AS 44.62.040 - 44.62.120. 

Effective: 

Register: 



Register 2 2.0 , -::JO.n\.\A ('l 201~ COMMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

Th2. i"traCL cl-or , /~5~i[J CT) 
3 AAC 47.050(b) is amended to read: 

(b) At the time a regulated utility or pipeline carrier submits the payment required 
by (a) of this section, it shall electronically file with the commission, in accordance 
with 3 AAC 48.095 a report t at contains the ~Eff. 10/21 /92 i.-Begister 124; aiD) 

/1/9 , eg1ster 13 ; readopt 12/1/95, Register 136; am _ll_/Lf;Jotb, Register :».o) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

AS 42.05.254 
AS 42.06.140 

AS 42.06.286 

ft/ :!!_«0_~ ,k!Gif ~ 'Th.a.. ; ... ~·r, --,l,ucror lr:l..11 v~ of 

3 AAC 47.060 is amen e o read: ''As·'~ tik P.MM..2.... ~ .::'""' 
~~ .-1\.:zM: ,;.l. ~ ~))) 

r1tll"Wl..;.t~;~ >)Within 30 _Qays after the filing witb the commission of the annual report required by@ · 
42.05.451 (b) and AS 42.06.430 (7), a regulated utility or pipeline carrier shall 
electronically file with the commission, in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095 on a form 

~>provided bY. the commission, a re ort co taining , Eff. 10/21/92, Re ister 124; readopt 
~ ./1 2/1/95, Register 136; am li2_/J.Ofb, Register ZUJ) .. 

/\ 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 47.070(c) is amended to read: 

AS 42.05.254 
AS 42.06.140 

AS 42.06.286 

(c) A regulated utility or pipeline carrier may implement a charge in accordance 
with (a) of this section, without prior commission approval, after the commission has 
implemented the initial or revised regulatory cost charge. Within 15 days after f})-1' 
implementing a charge under (a) of this section, a regulated utility or pipeline carrier -
shall submit a tariff filing under the rocedures set out in 3 AAC 48.220, 3 AAC 48.240 
!ill! 3 AAC 48.279. Eff. 10/21/92, Re ister 124; am 12/1/94 e ister 132; am/rea opt 

1/95, eg1s er 136; am 6/13/2006, Register 178; am _ll_/__6_j._ , Register 220) 
zc 1k> 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.254 AS 42.06.286 
AS 42.05.151 AS 42.06.140 

(I{~ ~.J... ;JI 'l\ot 
le.~ .,A~~ 3 AAC 48.020(e) is amended to read: ~.t.,o{.~ in. ).).JA. ,(v-,~-l. )J) 

~~ > (e) Written communications are [EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN 3 
JbrJJvv AAC 48.090(A) AND 3 AAC 48.240, A WRITTEN COMMUNICATION IS] considered to 
c..o.AR...JJ) be officially received when delivered to the commission's office or received 

electronically through the commission's electronic filing systems. A [HOWEVER, 
A] commissioner, or an employee designated by the commission, may~ so receive 
written communications [AWAY FROM THE COMMISSION'S OFFICE, under 
conditions prescribed by the commission. (Eff. 1/13/73, Register 44; am 6/29/84 
Register 90; am 4/24/2004, Register 170; am 4/20/2006, Register 178; am 2/16/2012, 

" Register 201 ; am _JJ_l_k_/{.lolb, Register .220) 
Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.151 AS 42.06.140 



Register 220 , ~n1u1 v:} 201~0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

3 AAC 48.025(c) is amended to read: 

(c) Filings formatted to print on paper larger than 8-1/2 inches by 11 inches may 
not be reduced before filing if doing so will make the substantive text, graphics, or 
photographic material illegible. Instead, oversized paper filings must be folded to 8-1 /2 
inches by 11 inches before filing. Electronic filings containing documents that should be 
printed on oversized paper must identify those documents and the proper paper sizes 
necessary to print legible copies of the documents. If the oversized document is greater 
than 11 inches by 17 inches and is part of a filing that is to be made electronically, a 
placeholder page generally describing the oversized document must be inserted in the 
filing where the oversized document otherwise would be and must be filed with the 
commission under 3 AAC 48.090(b)(3) with a cover letter that includes the 
commission's docket or tariff advice number for the corresponding electronic filing, 
and the title, filed date, and page reference of the electronic filing to which the oversized 
filing pertains. An electronic filing with a placeholder page is not complete until the 
paper version of the oversized document is officially received under 3 AAC 48.090(a) by 
the commission. Oversized documents must have not less than one- i ch argins 
on all sides and must be legible. (Eff. 2/16/2002, Register 201; am . ..11.J .. '2 .... .J:Jctfq 
Register 2.2.o) ,.. -

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.151 AS 42.06.140 

3 AAC 48.060 is amended by adding new 

U) Applications for water and wastewater provisional certifications will be kept in 
a separate set of files and will be numbered in the same general manner described in 
(b) of this section, except that the capital letter "W" will be used instead of the capital 
lette~ "U" or "P." 

(k) Intrastate interexchange registrations will be kept in a separate set of files and 
will be numbered in the same general manner described in (b) of this section, except 
that the capital letters "RX~e used instead of the capital Jette~ "U" or "P." 

(/) The commission maintain a separate and complete file for each water 
and wastewater provisional certification proceeding and each intrastate interexchange 
registration proceeding, containing the original copy of each filing and all other material 
related to the proceeding. (Eff. 1/13/73, Register 44; am 6/29/84, Register 90; am 
3/21 /2003, Register 165; am 2/16/2012, Register 201; am ....J1J _f_;1<>tfq Register 220) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

AS 42.05.201 
AS 42.05.361 

-s-AA6 48.0QOfb)(2)(A) is amei:ia~ 

2 

AS 42.06.140 
AS 42. 06 .400 



Register 220 , ~Y')IA'i. J 201~MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

~)-Yi:i.Les.s otbeOAtise-atreetediJythe-e0rnrnissiGo, ~e~o.f_plea<;J.i~rs~ 
ihd otber docurnems-~~f..maQe..~~~t~is-su.bseGtio~ 
~.9 {{( rf'~ .• G~_tj . .N,.1;;.~;z;;;"'d ~ 4 .3 AA(. ~8.Mll(t-) ..A.A 

11-u... ·11ftrct>luc.tc>ry l.::vi3v~re- of 3 AAC.>-!3.0W{h)(Z) i.s .~liflc-1.4:.,:l-+o r~c.\.d.; -WA~~ytt:·L»J 
2 a arty with electronic mail shall provide the commission and other 

parties with the party's electronic mail address party shall make and accept servic.,,e,__ _ _ _ 
electronically, instead of by paper copies, in docketed proceedings [EXCEPT AS -_; u.i~ l ;anca_ 

PROVIDED IN (3) OF THIS SUBSECTION]~mpliance [:CQ.M'2LIANG · with this 
[THE] requirement [TO PROVIDE THE ELECTRONIC MAIL ADDRESS] is achieved by 
including the electronic mail address within the signature block of submitted pleadings in 
accordance with 3 AAC 48.095(h) or within the letterhead or signature block of other 
correspon ence [r A PARTY THAT IS TECHNOLOGICALLY UNABLE TO MAKE AND 
ACCEPT SERVICE BY ELECTRONIC MEANS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS oi..i.iw--J1.. _ 
SUBSECTION SHALL EITHER PROVIDE PROOF OF AN EXISTING WAIVER, OR .:.~>>) 
PENDING WAIVER REQUEST, OR SUBMIT A NEW REQUEST FOR A WAIVER OF ...1.t -ELECTRONIC SERVICE UNDER 3 AAC 48.095(/)] Concurrent with the party's first filing 
in the proceeding a party that is technologically unable to send or receive electronic 
documents in accordance with this subsection shall indicate in the signature block "no 
electronic mail address ftrPat1ies-[PAR+.1.5S} shall serve other parties electronically as 
follows: 

'"'
11 

• 'l'>c;r+ie..· 
c .... ' ,) ' ,) 3 l\AC..'-19 0'i\') l:>Xz)CA) i~ • ~ ..._ ..... _ ___ _,, 

~~A ·t-n (Q..,(4,-,t: (A) [UNLESS THE SENDING PARTY HAS A WAIVER OR A WAIVER 
fl' •'11.R.. REQUEST PENDING UNDER 3 AAC 48.095(/),] the sending party shall use electronic Vt.'YS11.~J 
~~J2 - mail to ccfmplete ~ervice t~ all other [non-waiver] parties in docketed proceedings; a .:;tu::t· (.:t:;. €le.. · 
~))) sending party may not substitute paper service for electronic service on another party, ~) 

unless [IF] both parties agree to be served in this manner;~ .k ::J..t 
(C. ) '-'\ *):.Jl.. 

, , 3 AAC 48.090(b)(3) 1s amended to read : ~.-s .bJ 

c:U('f~ .. ~ ~~~ ~ + _j AA<::. '-/.~.<'l"ll~(b) h ~'?/1'. ))) 

{ 

-fS.)-~e#:leJwiss-directecL~n. sePJice..of pleadiA§S';""OrdeF&,-9' CV 
-aHG-etAef-0GGHmertts-is-vaHe-aR4-s9mpLe.talf..mad9-U::l-aBGeFEianee wH:H-this s~ion; 

'as-fcrtfows: .. !?' L . . ( C ) ol'lll. c..cpy To uu:..l\ othiv pcvt_y 's ~)-for-~ of (>2...w r-d. dr o+ht..r 
. a.u+nar- 1~ '~f'.!12. ~+a.i·lv~ , or to 1-ul... u+-ke.r' po.rty ;T +1-ui.. o+f.ui.r- pn.,-ty is 

•J,... /'Q. p re. "" e. ... + .e.o..t..; ~ )- . . . 
aocordance with 3 AP.C 48.0Q5(0, filing oversized doc~tts:s~i nn-aa~oc3€o~r~El£lftee"W't1m~-
MC 48.0:25("c), or filing confidential material shall compl · · ei:i.RQ ir=P' 
·f)si:so or:. · . delivery sePJice_[.,~party fi ling oversized 
documents or · confidential materials on a er to the commission must 

~h65~ t..--:==:=;::;::==;:=:~:::=:;~::=::===;=_:::::;::;~~;=--==;=--=-:-==-=.:.~~~=-..;;~-=:7"~~~~~~ 
prov1 e e ec romc service of documents to other parties in docketed 

roceedin s in accordance with unless the sendin and 
receiving party agree to alternative means of service...s>. 

7' (2) of -thi:; :'.iub~d-ion , 
.) 

3 AAC 48.090(g) is amended to read : 

3 



Register :2.20 , J otnlA.a. J 201~0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

(g) A party desiring to reply to an answer shall serve [THE REQUIRED NUMBER 
OF COPIES OF IT ON] the commission within 20 days after service of the answer. 

3 AAC 48.090(h) is amended to read: (fl 13Aa.c4.w..:~ ~ ( ~ ~ ckAJ:i.J. ) M .-JU. .. ~LM ~ 2 t ~- w 

(h) If the commission so orders in any proceeding, [a copy of] any application, 
petition, complaint, motion, or other document [PAPER] des1gnatea by the commission 

(tt""1..C4),.il:i·~ shall be served by the party that submitted the filing on all persons whom the 
~ IJ} commission determines may be affected by the proceeding. After a proceeding has 

been instituted, each answer, motio or other document [PAPER] subsequently filed by 
.~my p_a.rty must be served on all a orneys and parties of record concurrent! with the 
frl inQlfhi reo with the commission to ether with roof of service. Eff. 1 /13/73, Re 1ster 

"' 44; am 6/29/84, Register 90; am 8/6/92, egister 123; am 5/5/2000, Register 154; am 
~----~ 2/16/2012, Register 201; am _I_( !_LI 2Df~ Register .220) 
o f -\-k ... ~ 
<Mc<.1~+ Authority: AS 42.04.080 AS 42.05.151 AS 42.06.140 

AS 42.05.141 AS 42.06.055 
~ urtr-~dtiry klA.l)U.~ .1f) 

[3 AAC 48.091 (g) is amended to read: 

(g) In a separate motion, a party may move for expedited consideration of its 
principal motion by requesting relief in less time than would normally be required for the 
commission to issue a decision. If the party files electronically under 3 AAC 48.095, the 
party shall also use the commission's website features to indicate that the filing includes 
a motion for expedited consideration, if the motion is required to be submitted with the 
filing. A failure to properly indicate that the filing includes a motion for expedited 
consideration may delay commission review of the request. Courtesy copies of an 
electronically filed [THE] motion, regardless of when or how they are received by the 
commission, will not be considered part of the official record of the proceedin , and the 

Q_,,. commissio will not base .a timeline u on their receipt. The motion must (Eff. 
~ 4/1 3/2000, Register 154; am 2/16/2012, Register 201; am 8/1 8/2013,· egister 207; am 
-· _l_I 1-h.J:dP../k, Register 12.o) 

Authority: AS 42.04.080 
AS 42.05.141 

3 AAC 48.095(a) is amended to read : 

AS 42.05.151 AS 42.06.140 

(a) Unless otherwise specified by order[, OR WAIVED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
(/)OF THIS SECTION] or another applicable provision of this chapter, all filings rQ--·u..,...b11-1·,..,..,tt,_.eJ..,.....,...h_w)) 

[PARTIES AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES PARTICIPATING IN A DOCKET -
PROCEEDING BEFORE] 8ti9miHed to the commission, with the exception of 
regulatory cost charge reports, may be filed [SHALL FILE, SERVE, AND ACCEPT 
SERVICE] electronically or on paper. Reports submitted in accordance with 3 AAC 
47.0SO(b) or 3 AAC 47.060 shall be filed electronically, unless waived in 
accordance with (/} of this section or otherwise specified by order. Parties and 

4 



Register :2 '2 D , ----'G}:~.::i1."--'n-=1&~A,_..._r_7 __ 201f:i)OMMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

their representatives participating in docket proceedings before the commission 
shall serve and accept service electronically in accordance with 3 AAC 48.090(b). 
An electronic filing with the commission must be made through the commission's 

1<t"8•1c.e!cr.J;~t electronic fi ling systems using the commission's website. Public comments may be filed 
!~.J1: ) either electronically, including by electronic mail, or on paper. Additional copies of an 
~ ',&2 .~ e lectronic ~] fil ing, in any form, are not required, and may be deleted or destroyed by 
~~ > the comml'Ssion. Electronic mail may be submitted to facilitate the commission staff's 
-~))) work, if requested by the staff or the commission. 

3 AAC 48.095(g) is amended to read: 
,----~ 

(g) An electronic file description and name must be as descriptive and concise as 
possible. The commission staff may change a file description or name if the change will 
assist staff proce"ssing of the f ile. f ammissioR staff wJ&notify a filing entity, in 
writing, of any file description or file name changes. ~ 

3 AAC 48.095(h)(1) is amended to read: 
ltl '1.'wb~lwi,: <'L:;tv" .... ., -~·~ .61f'AA-t~ ~ 3 AAC. ..ji,D~S(~) ..M ~,._.:.4.:iµ. ."?~ · J;) 

4 ~)-l=eJverify al'l eteeffE>flffi-#iif.lg-&y..si~Aatum, a-=filersRa~,1-do the-falla.WlRff. 

( 1) an electronic filing must include at least one signature block within the 
filing; the cover letter, application form, motion, or similar document within a filing must 
include, in substantially the following format, a signature block or letterhead that 
includes the typewritten name, mailing address, telephone number, [FACSIMILE 
NUMBER,] and electronic mail address of the signatory authorized to sign under 3--i 
AAC 48.1 OO(g) and 3 AAC 48.270(a): 

(({"f_~~; 

Contact Name 
Mailing Address 
City, State, Zip Code 
Phone: (xxx) xxx-xxxx 
[FAX: (xxx) xxx-xxxx] 
Electronic Mail Address: xxx@xxx.xxx; 
3""AAC 48.095(1<) is effieFteed te reBa~ 

3 AAC 48.095(k) is amended to read: 

~----· 
'i~~ <~ 
~~,JK~ 

tA~ ~.<..Q. 1:vi 

A _P..:u,f 1 
~(~~)) 

(k) Service of filings in formal proceedings, as defined in 3 AAC 48.070, 
[UNDER THIS SECTION] must comply with 3 AAC 48.090(b). 

3 AAC 48 .095(~ is repoali'd in its entir:Qtyi,...-' 
{tlr..'~; 6-.M.~j ~ -~¥'--~ ~ 3 AAc. ..iU-.o<Js(.0.k .u-d~.J~~ · J> 

ti) The following proced~~a ~md r-9'1' urements apply to a w91iv9r fi:om th~ 
el9G~FOA ie filiflg requi1e11 1e1 its ef tt~is scetiott~ 

5 



Register 2ZO , :;:s;,.nl.\."-1 201[.COMMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

3 ~/IC 'I g' o~ S(..J x I ) is ('1'tJl.l\~.1 0 re.ic.1.l ~ (!) 
(1) a person requesting a waiver from the requirements of this section 

must file an original and two copies of a pleading entitled "Request for Waiver of 
Electronic Filing Requirements"; the provisions of 3 AAC 48.091 do not apply to a 
request for waiver submitted under this section; the administrative law judge assigned to 
g [THE] docket or commission staff member assigned to review a report filed 
under 3 AAC 47.050(b) or 3 AAC 47.060 may reject a paper filing made without a 
pending waiver request, or proof of an existing waiver, if the filing was required to be 
submitted electronically; 
IM. iri+r~~<li:'I'")' lOJltf""'-"°¥- ,,{ 3 MC l~B.09.S {.Q)(z) j5 o.~l -h.'l f"E'.4-A.r..l.; 

(2) a request for a waiver of the electronic filing requirements for the 
duration of a docket or for a report filed under 3 AAC 47.050(b) or 3 AAC 47.060 
may be granted if the requesting person 
• ~ • trc 'f'~1 C:M~8 3 AA~.AB.~cts(.e>l2)CA) -(E) O>ui... .v..<A.~~ • ..>)) 

electronic filing; 

anner, and the scanner is necessary for the person to 

• 
tlt 'P~ ~ ~ 3 .ilAC ,4 ,~,oq,!(R~(:3 ) - (_~) ~. ~~~. ))) 

ot er parties the request for a waiver concurrently with the person's first fili · he 
docket proceeding; while the request for a waiver is pending, all othe fties to the 
proceeding shall complete service in person upon the requesf erson, or by United 
States mail or a similar delivery service; 

(5) the commis · or an administrative law judge may deny a request 
for a waiver for good cause· · o action is taken on a request for a waiver five business 
days or earlier after fili , he request for a waiver is granted; 



Register 2 2 0 , ..:J0ir. LAAJ 201~0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

3 A.AC:. -~3.LYi~; l.R.X?) is '"n wc.J...~..!. i(') reA. ~l ; 
(7) a waiver of electronic filing requirements applies to a party's 

participation in a specific docket proceeding or a specific report filed under 3 AAC 
47.0SO(b) or 3 AAC 47.060 and continues for the duration of that docket or the 
specific report unless terminated under (6) of this subsection, or otherwise stated in a 
commission order. (Eff. 2/16/2012, Register 201 ; am _Jl _f.i:LJ:lt>t Register 2.?:Q..) 
~~~~~.,L.------~~~~~~----~~-~~~~-~---

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.151 
TkQ.. st.c}icll\ h..utd .. 1~ 13 oF . (cFc:l.J\¥1) 

3 AAC 48.100 1s 'Mi~ to read : ., ,) !) , ,, 

(1(.1,o.ts(,_{))) (l~J(..HJ'LC.1.-)/J 

General requirements of filings [PLEADINGS].) 
. h:.t. )f'fr,),'.:!uct-C")q~ kv " :.;o. .:!lf 

3 AAC 48.1 OO(g)~s amended to read : 

AS 42.06.140 

!\.ncl , ·ir- o..reli ec:>..bl~ [ r:AcSJM ! L~ NUN!BER}) 

o.:~h'.lrAA-j br.i.r nuM !ou- [, IF AJ" • 1 Cl\ISl .• CJ] 

(~rt<Jl ~l~d-·roni-::.. ~c.tjl a.cil.,.~ r<'-~~ .. 

(g) Beneath the signature of every attorney of record, party, or other person 
·rt :il appearing on a filing [PLEADING], there must be typed, stamped, or printed the 
t'-:.:a..u.;,.;. person's name and, for initial proceedings, the person's mailing address, telephone 
~ JJJ number, t FAeStMILE N-l:JMBER,] attorney bar nurneer, and electronic mail address, if 

' · ~@f.iGaBl&-f;-At!lu;) .. ~~RONIG MAIL ADDRESSP. The correct legal name of an 

1~ 1\iiii~sented party, or the firm name of a party's representative, who signs the ··~-/f.;l;~~ 
~ J f pJeading] must appear..,, above the signature of the person signing the"® lead i n~ on behalf ~ 
~ of that entity. The fi ~~te~eadi~cy ~fa p~~Y: .and ~~ ly the first, must~ J' · -.---. ____ 
~- . ~r ~8 l'10~)(2) ;~ .. ..,,11.~l\GA:t...-\ +o re,1.d. -. '-~ "-'-~-ik&. -~ )JJ • ,\ ~ 1f. ~pf 1 c...ifEi) 
~ .. - · (2) state the name, title, mailing address, QQfil_n:li.1.e.Jlwrg~~_r] andJelecfronic . 

mail address1 if EtR@l-isa.bW:j of the person to whom correspondence and " .'tt ~.Ji. ~~ JJJ 

commu ications [IN THE PROCEEDIN ] are to be addressed . . 1/13/73, Register · 
44; am 6/29/84, Register 90; am 8/6/92, egister 123; am 4/24/2004, Register O; am 

" 2/16/2012, Register 201; am _tl_ !i?_/21Jlfo, Register JUJ ) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

AS 42.05.451 AS 42.06.140 

3 AAC 48.142 is amended to read : 
di"g,<..t. lJ .:f" 3 AAr: >43.1~12 . $e.!"vi~ o t c.A.i ~<..;?vll- r~ 

)::Jl.r)~J , iscovery requests and respon~,es o discovery requests must be served electronically 
as provided in 3 AAC 48.090(b) (2), (4), and (5), unless electronic filing has been 
waived under 3 AAC 48.095(/) o r the sending and receiving party agree to 
alternative means of service. If electronic filing has been waived the parties shall 
determine how discovery is served. Responses to discovery requests may be shared 
among the parties by other means [OTHER THAN ELECTRONIC MAIL], if all parties 
agree. If the parties cannot agree on how discovery is served, the presiding officer will 
determine how discovery is served. Discovery requests and responses to discovery 
requests are not filed with the commission when served. (Eff. 8/18/2013, Register 207; 
am _1_( /~/ ~ofb, Register ..(2.o) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.671 AS 42.06.445 

7 



Register .220 , -::ro.ou~'f'J 201~0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

AS 42.05.151 AS 42.06.140 

3 AAC 48.182(b) is amended to read: 

(b) Notice of a regular or special public meeting may [WILL] be published by the 
commission in a newspaper of general circulation in the area where the meeting will be 
held and teleconferenced. Notice will [ALSO] be posted at the commission's offices and 
may be posted on the commission's website. Notice of a regular and special 
meeting will include the date, time, and place of the meeting; general topics to be 
discussed or considered; and the location of any teleconferencing facilities that will be 
used. 

3 AAC 48.182(c) is amended to read : 

(c) Notice of an emergency public meeting may [WILL] be published by the 
commission as provided for under (b) of this section if the commission determines that 
sufficient time is available. Otherwise, notice of an emergency public meeting will be 
posted by the commission on the public notice board at the commission's offices and 
may be posted on the commissfon's website. [AND] Notice of an emergency 
public meeting will include the date, time, and place of the meeting; general topics to 
be discussed or considered; and location of any teleconferencing facilities that will be 
used. Reasonable attempts will be made in writing or by telephone by the commission 
to provide notice to known interested persons on the topics scheduled for the 
emergency public meeting. 

~ 3 AAC 48.182(d) is repealed::antiFCty. 
~ R~~le.J __!!_1 to f :iotb J 

X(d)GfiGl5 OF EP:GM PUSLIC l'o'IEENG Wllb BE ReCORDED OP4 TF1E 0
-

'COMMISSION'S PUBLIC MEETING RECORDl ~JG AND WILL l~~GLUBE SATE, Tll"VtE, 
QAND PLACE or: THE MEETlf'dG ANO GEMERAL TOPICS TO BE BISeuggEo OR 
'168~JSIDERED AT THAT Mef!Tl~~G.i (Eff. 6/27/92, Register 122; am JL!_f2_}2Dt~ 

Register 220) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 48.183(a) is amended to read : 

As ~".2.<J <O. l"lo 

[AS 42.06.140(aj] 

AS i.t~. t.·Z.310 

[As 44.62.310(eD 

(a) In addition to the notice provisions of 3 AAC 48.182 for public meetings of the 
commission, an agenda of each public meeting of the commission will be printed and 
available for public inspection and copying at the commission's offices Ff and may b~ 
posted on the commission's website. 

i.,J 

3 AAC 48.183(b) is amended to read : u, ~vi1'.~ A.t....c-....Jl.J.. ~ 
.~ .J.nR..)~-~~...a. )J) 



Register 220 , _,,,;:J4t.,,,_,.,_..._,_,C L..Lk1'"""tt ...... J'-"""f-- 201~0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

(b) The commission may post on its website or [WILL] deliver by hand, by 
United States mail or a similar delivery service, or by electronic mail a copy of an 
agenda to each known participant in a proceeding li~ted on the _agenda [AND TO EACH 
AGENDA SUBSCRIBER AS PROVIDED UNDER (E) OF THIS SECTION). trtH ~ 

., ...iltiweA AM- )/) 

3 AAC 48.183(c) is amended to read: 

(c) A copy of an agenda of each regular public meeting and of each special 
public meeting will be available and may be mailed by the commission or posted on 
the commission's website at least one week before the scheduled date of the 
meeting. 

3 AAC 48.183(d) is amended to read: 

(d) A copy of an agenda of an emergency meetingQwlLLJ}maY)be mailed by the 
commission or posted on the commission's website as soon as the agenda is 
available, but by no later than one week after the scheduled date of the emergency 
meeting. ~ 

3 AAC 48.183(e) is repeale~~ 
t;e.r~e.d. _l _l /.JL I ;lc>I • ~ 

i (e) = SUBSCHIF' I IO~J TO POQLIC P7 ETIN8 A8Ef<:JDAS 18 AVAILABLE FROM 
~I IE COMMl8810t~ AT COOT SET BY Tl IE GOMMISSIO~J.](Eff. 6/27/92, Register 122; 
am 2/16/2012, Register 201; am _l_l I _12.._!k>lb , Register 220) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.151 AS 42.06.140 

3 AAC 48.220(a) is amended to read : 

(a) Each [AN ORIGINAL AND 10 COPIES OF EACH] utility tariff filing must be 
on file with the commission at least 45 days before the tariff may take effect unless the 
commission, by order, authorizes the filing to take effect in less than 45 days after the 
date of filing, or unless another commission regulation provides for a different filing 
method or time period. Each [AN ORIGINAL AND 10 COPIES OF EACH] initial pipeline 
tariff filin al be on file with the commission at least 90 days before it may become 
e ec rve ri ess the commission, by order, authorizes the filing to become effective in 

(tti>-v~- less than 90 days from the date of delivery. Each [AN ORIGINAL AND 10 COPIES OF 
~.t ;w.::t EACH] revised pipeline tariff must be on file with the commission at least 30 days before 
. ...:.. ~ the tariff may take effect unless the commission, by order, authorizes the filing to take 
~~ effect in less than 30 days after the date of filing. Each filing must be transmitted to the 
.~.JJJ commission by means of consecutively numbered letters designated as "Tariff Advice 

Letter No. 1, 2, 3, etc." Every advice letter must contain the applicable information set 
out in 3 AAC 48.270, unless another commission regulation provides otherwise. If a 
utility or pipeline carrier desires an effective date before the end of the statutory notice 
period for a filing, the utility or pipeline carrier shall request an earlier effective date and 
set out the reasons in the tariff advice letter. The utility or pipeline carrier shall attach 



Register ;i;:2.g , .:Ja n ua J 201Jcl)OMMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

rate studies or supply other information pertinent to the filing. If interim approval of a 
tariff filin is sou ht, that re uest must also be set out in the tariff advice letter. Eff. 
11 /16/73, Register 48; am 6/29/84, Register ; am 8 6/92, Register 1 3; am 9 16/2005, 

.c Register 175; am 4/24/2009, Register 190; am Jj_J__k_!2l;tb, Register :220) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 
AS 42.05.231 
AS 42.05.241 

AS 42.05.361 
AS 42.05.371 
AS 42.05.391 
AS 42.05.411 

AS 42.05.421 
AS 42.06.140 
AS 42.06.350 
AS 42.06.390 

({( 7' ~~ ~ J/.,,, L ~ -t-1-,IJ ll . 
3 AAC 48.240(a) is amended to read: ..o..r - : M · · ~ 1.u.1~ •"Y'-

~ • .A~~ \."I.A~ ~ ·~ 
(a) Unless otherwise specified by order or another applicable provision of r.lt.: .. tusi.J ) 

this chapter, tariff filings may be submitted electronically, in accordance with 3 
AAC 48.095. No tariff or tariff revision filed by a utility or pipeline carrier will be accepted 
for filing unless it is received by [DELIVERED TO] the commission free of all delivery 
charges or claims no later than 5:00 [4:30] p.m. of a regular business day. Unless 
otherwise directed by the commission, a public utility or pipeline carrier filing on 
paper shall submit an original and five copies of each tariff advice filing. 

3 AAC 48.240(c) is amended to read: 

(c) Tariff filings, whether received on paper or electronically [DELIVERED] 
after 5:00 [4:30] p.m. on a regular business day, or on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal 
holiday for Alaska state offices, will be stamped as having been received [DELIVERED] 
on the commission's next regular business day. The day after the received [DELIVERY] 
date will be counted as the first day of the period of notice to the commission in 
accordance with AS 01.10.080. Every Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday during the 
succeeding 29, 44, or 89 days, whichever is applicable, will be counted as part of the 
notice period, except that if the notice period ends on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal 
holiday, the notice period will be extended to the end of the commission's next regular 
business day. (Eff. 11/16/73, Register 48; am 6/29/84, Register 90; am _jf_/_b_/2.clP, 
Register 62Q.) 

Authority: 

3 AAC 48.270(a) is amended to read: 

s 42.05.411 t s 42.06.14o<aD 
AS 42.06.350 
AS 42.06.390 

(a) Every tariff filing required by 3 AAC 48.200 - 3 AAC 48.430, except filings 
directly related to applications for new or amended certificates of public convenience 
and necessity, must be transmitted to the commission by a consecutively numbered 
original advice letter [AND 10 COPIES]. Advice letters may be on either letterhead or 
plain paper, but must be eight and one-half inches by 11 inches, must contain the exact 

10 
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legal name.i [AND] return address and electronic mail address · of the 
fi lrng u 11ty or pipeline carrier, and must be in substantially the following form: 

Tariff Advice Letter No . ......... . 
(Date; also return 
address if not shown Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
on letterhead.) (Anchorage, Alaska office ~ 

~ddres~~~--~~~~~~~~~~--------~~~~~~~--JJ 
Commissioners: 

The tariff filing described below is transmitted to you for filing, in compliance with 
the Alaska Public Utilities Regulatory Act (or the Pipeline Act, as applicable) and 3 
AAC 48.200 - 3 AAC48.430. (List here the tariff sheets that are being filed, substantially 
in the form shown below.) 

Tariff Sheet Number 
-Sel:le~e~ 
Original Revised 
-Rttte-Ntlr.l:l~ 

Cancels Sheet Number 

Original Revised 

(Insert here a statement setting out the estimated number of customers or 
shippers who will be affected by each separate schedule listed and the estimated 
annual revenues under both the existing and proposed rates. If the filing is for a new 
service; will not increase any rate or charge, result in the termination of an existing 
service, or conflict with any other schedule or rate; or will not in any other way adversely 
affect customers, shippers, or the public, insert a statement to that effect. If the filing is 
based upon a comprehensive study, submit a copy of the study or the working papers 
used by the utility or pipeline carrier. 

When a special contract is filed, name the signatories to it; give the date of 
execution; briefly outline the provisions of the contract; and state the reason the 
customer was not required to take service under an existing tariff schedule or an 
appropriate revision of it, designed to accommodate the customer and all others 
similarly situated. If a commission order is in any way involved, cite it also. 

Specify the exact date on which the utility or pipeline carrier wishes the entire 
filing to take effect. If a utility or pipeline carrier wishes a tariff filing, or any designated 
part of it, to take effect in less than the period prescribed by statute, conclude the advice 
letter with a statement of the reason, in sufficient detail, to support a finding by the 
commission that "for good cause shown the filing should be allowed to take effect 
before the end of the statutory notice period." If interim approval of a tariff filing is 
requested, that request must also be set out in the tariff advice letter.) 

11 

Very truly yours, 
(Exact Legal Name of Utility or 
Pipeline Carrier in Capital Letters) 
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(Name of Representative Authorized 
To Issue Tariffs of Utility or Pipeline 
Carrier) 

(Title) 

(Eff. 5/9/75, Register 54; am 6/29/84, Register 90; am 8/6/92, Register 123; am 
4/24/2004, Register 170; am _l!_ll_/1.otb, Register Zlo) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 
AS 42.05.411 

3 AAC 48.275(h) is amended to read: 

AS 42.06.140 
AS 42.06.350 
AS 42.06.360 

AS 42.06.380 
AS 42.06.390 

(h) In addition to any other supporting studies required by this chapter, if a 
proposed tariff revision includes a rate redesign, other than an across-the-board 
increase, a cost-of-service study and a narrative explaining the methodology used in the 
study must be submitted [IN THE SAME NUMBER OF COPIES A E UIRED 
UNDER 3 AAC 48..270(a)]. (Eff. 9/12/75, Re ister 55· am 618178, Re ister 66; am 

; 6/29/84,"Regist~r '90; am 'fl 0199, Register 1 ~9; am 5/5/2000, Register 1 ~4; am 
· 3/21/2003, Register 165; am 8/19/2006, Register 179; am 1/9/2009, Register 189; am 
_K_!JL}2.ot~, Register 21!2..)/-

Authority: AS 42.04.080 
-------.. AS 42.05.141 

AS 42.05.151 
...._ _ _ _ _ _ __,,, AS 42.05.361 

AS 42.05.391 

3 AAC 48.280(b) is amended to read: 

AS 42.05.411 
AS 42.05.431 
AS 42.05.441 
AS 42.06.055 
AS 42.06.140 

AS 42.06.350 
AS 42.06.370 
AS 42.06.390 
AS 42.06.430 

(b) The statutory period of notice to the commission and the public with respect 
to special contracts, and every new or revised tariff rate, charge, rule, regulation, 
condition of service, or practice, starts running as of the day after the date the filing is 
received the commission in accordance with 3 AAC 48.240. In 
computing the statutory notice period, no consideration will be given to notice by 
telephone, electronic mail or facsimile [TELEGRAPH]. 

7>' -
3 AAC 48.280( e) is amended to read: {1(_ o.U.Jl.. c.~1 : ;.,. 0 ~.JJ) 

Mc~y_, A:: .....,,,- ~ 

(e) The com~OI) ill in its discretion an~on a case-by-case basis, prescribe 
one or more appropriate a8d1 1ona means y w 1ch a tariff filing must be noticed to the 
public, including[ b __ ut not limited tpj 

'----v:-:" 
(t(odJ, ~J. ~ ..)/) 

12. 
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Q) O'Y ~:>~ 
(1) publication in one or more newspapers irEi~ other news media at the 

expense of the filing entity; or [AND] ) tau.JS. ~~ ~J) 
(2) individual notice to all customers or shippers to be affected [, EITHER 

BY DIRECT MAIL AT THE EXPENSE OF THE UTILITY OR PIPELINE CARRIER] 
either b hand United States mail or a similar delive service under conditions 
prescn e y e comm1ss1on, or y the commission itself[, USING PLAIN UNSEALED 
ENVELOPES THAT HAVE BEEN STAMPED, ADDRESSED, AND FURNISHED BY 
THE UTILITY OR PIPELINE CARRIER]. (Eff. 11/16/73, Register 48; am 6/29/84, 
Register 90; am _l_I /i2_/'2JJ~ Register 22o) 

Authority: 

3 AAC 48.290~ is amended to read: 
3 AAC. "4.i . ::Z..'JO. ~<'-S"f'M~ +a (\cA-ir.:.it.. 

AS 42.06.350 
AS 42.06.390 

[ orr "'Du 1 v£..A..,. ra] 

(a) Comments may be filed either electronically, including by electronic 
mail or on a er. Any person desiring to submit a comment in response to 

Ne.x.)ve..d. -\l<o.. 
ib.rlff 

~~ 

[ ATEMENT OF INTEREST IN, OR OBJECTION TO,] a tariff filing ma be asked to 
do so not later than 20 days after the ~sei11ed date the commission 
unless a longer period, not in excess of 30 days, is granted by public notice, or by notice 

(ll~'Ck.4..> in wriq,,ng. Every notice to the public by hand United States mail or a similar delive 
..:.~ service [di¥ect maiJ] or by means of a paid legal advertisement in · ny news me 1a sha 
c ~ .b<- specify ttie deadhfre date for comments [RESPONSES TO THE FILING]. 
d.:t.:2.ir::(iJ,) 
• ..c..o n..Q:l 
~..U..·...t 
~.f~·MC-48.2SO(b)(1) (6) is amondod to Fe~d. > • 

(b) Comments [OBJECTIONS, OR STATEMENTS OF INTEREST, must be 
submitted [in writil'),9] with a copy to the utility or pipeline carrier ust be signed by the 
interested person or the person's authorized representativej and must contain at least 
the following information: ~~ 

(1) reference to the applicable docket number, tariff advice letter number, 

...__ ___ .,.--7.li.'~~-- . .... ".}. ..,. , l i\.pC '~...£"' ;t, 
or file reference specified in the notice; ~ I"\ ·r , . . L 1 

..J (2 name.1. [~] mailing addres ~nd electronic mail ~ddress.cifY 
a13plisabf~ of the person filing, regardless of wheth~er the person is a customer of the 
utility or a shipper with the pipeline carrier; and if the person is a customer or shipper, 
the physical address of the place or places where service is taken, or the place or 
places where s~i ment is received by the carrier; 

~'"\,;L 
(3) reason for filing, if not a customer or shipper, together with any 

supporting factual data; 

13 
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-(j) (+ka. iritere..s+~d.. ye.rs no) 

( 4) whether or not the comment [OBJECTION] is made on behalf of:~elfl 
or on behalf of other named persons, an or anized group, association, ~~u;.w.. 
.Qtc.;~ • d udi"j [oR.] ~ l!c.')nip<'lfly t) ere.]; 

(5) the person's comment [OBJECTION OR INTEREST] in the noticed 
matter with reasonable particularity, and as concisely as possible; and 

(~atement that a true copy of the same comment [STATEMENT OF 
INTEREST OR OBJECTION] has been served on the utility or pipeline carrier that 
made the tariff filing, together with the date it was either electronically mailed or 
[l-IA~dBjdelivere~ by hand, United States mail or similar delivery service o the [HANl) ··Dft ivrur1 
utility or pipeline carrier. ~· . 

9J AAG 48.290(c) Is ar11e11ded to read-:-

(c) A customer of a utility, or a shipper with a pipeline carrier, has unquestioned 
standing to file a timely comment on [STATEMENT OF INTEREST IN OR OBJECTION 
TO] a filing by that utility or pipeline carrier. The standing of others to file comments 

ltt JJL [THESE STATEMENTS] depends upon the nature of their interest, the merit of their 
~ osition, the extent to which their comments [STATEMENTS] are sup orted b M [As] 

41 accurate factual data , and U,£j}Jther factors the commrssron considers pertinent0 · 
Comments [A STATEMENTOF INTEREST] may be summarily dismissed, or ignored , 
if the commission finds the comment [STATEMENT] is based upon erroneous 
assumptions or appears to be motivated mainly by a desire to harass or embarrass the 
utility or pipeline carrier or to protect the economic interests of the competitors of the 
utility or pipeline carrier. A person who is denied standing may file a motion asking the 
commission to reconsider its decision and indicating the reason the motion should be 
granted. (Eff. 11/16/73, Register 48; am 6/29/84, Register 90; am jJ_t_Lr10tf:,, Register 
220) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 
As ""''2..0C.. . l~C 

3 AAC 49.060(c) is amended to read: 

[ AS 42.06.140(a)] AS 42.06.370 
AS 42.06.350 ~ AS 42.06.390 

(c) The date on which the commission receives an application for a recount, 
rather than the date of mailing or transmission of the application, determines whether 
the application is filed within the time allowed under (a) of this section. If the actual 
physical delivery [BY TELEGRAM] of a copy in substance of the statements made in the 
application for recount is received in the commission's office before 5:00 [4:30] p.m., 
Alaska Standard or Daylight Time, as the case may be, on the due date, the application 
will be accepted; however, the original signed application must be postmarked at or 
before midnight, Alaska Standard or Daylight Time, as the case may be, of the same 
day. 

3 AAC 49.060(g) is amended to read : 

ILi 
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(g) The commission will give the utility or cooperative, or any other interested 
party, or the one or more persons appointed to represent the applicant during the 
recount, notice of the time and lace of the recount by certif ied mail [, TELEGRAM,] or 
telephone. (Eff. 8/14/80, Re ister 75; am /_l?_____!:?_, Register~ 

.,.\ _. 'f I A$ 1l 'l .o5 .1 $I ~. 
Authority: [As 42.05.151 (a)j AS 42.05.712.-------..... ·.<.. 

l ~ ir•tr,::i .-1.cJd ·my ! l'Vl.~ !J ~C:- ~1f ; 
)3 AAC 51.030(a)'i s amended to read: 

(a) Following the issuance of a certificate of public convenience and necessity to 
provide TRS in this state, the provider shall file a tariff that incorporates the terms and 
conditions specified it its application. The TRS provider shall serve in conformance with 
its tariff until service expires under the terms of the certificate or until the commission 
decides otherwise. The TRS provider shall file with the commission in accordance 

~~ with 3 AAC 48.095, a monthl re ort hat includes the followin i nformation: ~ Eff. 
~1 2 , eg1s er 4; am 2/23/2001, Register 157; am _Jj_JJ?_/2vth , Register 2:2-o ) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.296 

3 AAC 51.040(c) is amended to read : 

(c) After the commission determines the surcharge, each local exchange carrier 
shall submit to the commission a compliance tariff filing that includes the surcharge 

s·n the rocedures set out in 3 AAC 48.220 3 AAC 48.240 and 3 AAC 48.270. (Eff. 
" 12/2/92, Register 1 4; am 2/23/2001, Register 57; am '2ot~. egister 2z.o) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 52.030(b) is amended to read: 

AS 42.05.296 
AS 42.05.311 

AS 42.05.321 

(b) Each utility shall file with the commission, in accordance with 3 AAC 
48.095, a plan for inspection and maintenance of each pipeline facility owned or 
operated by the utility, and any changes in the plan. If the commission finds that the 
plan is inadequate to achieve safe operation, the commission ~~"a , a er 11otice an ,, 
opportunity for a hearing, require the plan to be revised. (Eff .. 2/2T/69, RegTuter 30; am ) , 
1/13/73, Register 44; am _L_f !_b_}2ot6 , Register 2Zo) . ~ 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.461 
_M o..Q..t, 

AS 42.05.501 c~ 
~.))) 

3 AAC 52.0?0(c) is amended to read : 

(c) A written report of each accident shall be filed with the commission within 20 
days after each accident, in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095. The report shall be made 
on the commission's "Gas Distribution Pipeline Accident or Incident Report" form or the 

15 
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United States Department of Transportation's Form DOT-F-7100.2 for transmission and 
gathering systems. If the accident investigation is not completed within the 20-day 
period, the utility shall file an additional written report with the commission.i in 
accordance with 3 AAC 48.095, upon the completion of the investigation and a written 
report of the progress of the investigation every 90 days until the investigation is 
complete. (Eff. 2/21 /69, -Register 30; am 1 /13/73, Register 44; am _l _I I _6__/'lotb, 
Register 220) 
Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.291 

3 AAC 52.300(d) is amended to read: 

(d) Each utility shall make answering time studies of its operator services, using 
recognized sampling techniques, to the extent and with the frequency necessary to 
determine compliance with this section. Monthly summaries of these studies, prepared 
with respect to each appropriate operator grouping, must be filed with the commission 
promptly after the end of each calendar quarter, in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095. 
(Eff. 1/5/79, Register 69; am _ll_ l}g__/2otlo, Register 120) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

AS 42.05.291 AS 42.05.331 

(({,~~;~ 

·~ .~ -~ 
o ~~~ 

3 AAC 52.320(a) is amended to read: "-J.> ti.:i__~ ·( ~ 

(a) Each telephone utility shall report to the commission, in accordance with 3 r.4.~ . JJ) 
AAC 48.095, all instances where the quality of service it provides fails to meet the 
surveillance levels specified in these standards for three consecutive months. That 
report must be filed with the commission within 30 days following the three-month 
period during which the surveillance levels have not been attained. r«. .r~ .. ;,,,._~ 

,A., o.J2J.. ~ 
3 AAC 52.320(b) is amended to read: ~.Ji) 

(b) Each telephone utility shall report as soon as reasonably possible to the 
commission.i in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095, any specific occurrence or 
developmen ·c disru ts the service to five ercent or more of its subscribers in a 

a 1cular exc ·ange or ~hie!] has a significant adverse effect on to network 
performance. A failure of the automatic number-identifying equipment or a failure of 25 
percent or more trunks in any trunk group for a eriod of more than one hour is 
considered a significant disruption of service. (Eff. 1/5/79, Register 69; am __!L/ 

•
1Register ~ 

" Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.291 AS 42.05.331 
AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 52.330 is amended to read: 

1<6 
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3 AAC. 51. .330 ... c.i..p!f-aj r•rrc)3 (0.11-\, CMc..L f' "IJ'ln;11~1 sh;c::)'e_~+ . 

. In addition to the annual report required by AS 42.05.451 (b), a telephone utility 
shall file annually with this commission, in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095, a listing of 
its projected capital improvements projects that exceed $15,000, arranged by major 
plant categories, for the current year and the ensuing two years. This filing must include 
a technical planning statement giving the reasoning underlying the construction program 
and a demand and facility chart for each central office entity or toll switching facility. The 
commission will prescribe the form or the format of the report. It is understood that 
changes after filing may be necessary as economic conditions, experience, and further 
study dictate. (Eff. 1/5/79, Register 69; am _Jlj_IE._j~tb, Register 220 ) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 

3 AAC 52.333(c)(1) is amended to read: 

(1) At least 45 days in advance of the mailing of interstate interexchange 
presubscription ballots, a local exchange telephone utility shall file with the commission 
for review and approval.i in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095, a proposed intrastate 
interexchange presubscription ballot that lists the available intrastate interexchange qr:]\ 
carriers. The ballot must clearly state that a customer may select differentrfE; .. ~ 
interexchange carriers foi;.) ntrastate and interstate interexchange services [Eff. 6/27/9~ ,) 

'# Register 122; am 10/29/9l10, Register ~ 32 ; am 1171172001 ~ Register 160;~m 412412004, 
.A Register 170; am _JLJ_k_/2ofki, Register 2ZO ) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

'TM.. intr1;.k~ c.i'or- 1 lo.li e ;..IOJil ~f 

AS 42.05.311 
AS 42.05.321 

AS 42.05.800 IC'f....ll..u.t>4: 

AS 42.05.810 ~ ~ ~ 
~J<A.,~~ 

3 AAC 52.358(b) is amended to read : -A~ ~ ''"" 

) 
~ ."-t.A~ . 

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, an entity registering under this 1 ~ 
section shall submit a registration fee of $100, and shall file.i in accordance with 3 r....c...:t~.JJ) 
~~~ 48.095, the following information on a form prescribed by the commission: ~ 

3 AAC 52.358 · amended to read: 
· ..... ,, i" , ... cUir~.lJ'I~ ""'ith 5 .~t\c.. 1~e . o., s., 

g n en 1 y reg1s ere under this section shall, on or before January 31 of each 
year, renew its reg istration by mg a form prescribed by the commission -inQ.0 
~eserdanse with 3 AAG 48.99~ The registration renewal must include a statement of 

17 
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(j) 

any changes to information submitted with the entity's registration, an annual 
registration renewal fee of $50, and a verification that the entity is in com liance with the 
re uirements of (e) and (f) of this section. (Eff. 5/1 8/2003, Register 166; am 
JL/_]Q_/2oth, Register UO 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 
AS 42.05.221 
AS 42.05.361 

AS 42.05.381 
AS 42.05.411 
AS 42.05.431 

3 AAC 52.367(c)(1 )(D) is amended to read : 

AS 42.05.661 
AS 42.05.711 
AS 42.05.810 

ftl 
1'r.u.1.i~.A.ut.,; l~ ~~ ~·}"-~ ,J. 1 fl AG ~.z. 3~7(e ) ..t-6 .-'.ut.c.2 ... cwo.L:it \) 
~A registered_eQ!ity's anli.ne tariff ms 1st include a !able of contents and QQ_ o ·I.' 

scctien for setting out notices of any propos~d tariff FBl!islons, and ffiUSt sot obit in plail:l',,_ 
~age a state111e11t-of-H:ie-f-eH~ 

<a ·'?.~~: e..-~'5 ~~cn1:} ~~Jl"-'~P-: of 3 AA.c.. S2 . . 3G'7(d0) ., -t p ) Cl 1stomer rompla1nt mformat1on, IRGlud1ng '":J.. . ...1..A JJ.M.(. ~~.,(, )}) 

(D) the commission's mailing address, Internet address of the 
commission's website.and toll-free telephone number; 

L 11u...; ntr. ... ,~d my kNIS · ' '-l..~ .,f ) /,\ 

"J3 AAC 52.367(d )(~ is amended to read : 

(d) At least 30 days before revising a provision of its online tariff, a registered 
entity shall file with the commission in accordance with 3 AAC 48.220, 3 AAC 48.240. 
and 3 AAC 48.270 [AN ORIGINAL AND TWO PAPER COPIES OF] JI· 
; ~AAC. 5:;: 367 C ,..J. ) { I ) ·· ~ ·-.-AMencb .J... '(~ r.e...'1-<-l ~ 
' ' . (1) the proposed tariff revision[, AND A COMPACT DISC OR 3.5-INCH 
DISKETTE CONTAINING THE PROPOSED REVISED TARIFF IN PC-COMPATIBLE, 
HYPERTEXT MARKUP LANGUAGE (HTML) FORMAT]; ~ 

3 AAC 52.367(f)(4~is amended to read: 
(l'l "f'tAJf..v.'~ ;_ &~~ -~c:n:Jw~ -~~ <.-( 3 ~.A. .L S?..3(,!(f) ~ ..<..UA.c.t._~~~1~ . ),D 

(f} Pubhe 1"1et1ee ol.. r9g1storeei~y's proposed tarrff rev1s;1on must 1nsl1o1fJo a ~ 
- plal! 119 vvritteA §encrtSI descri~io11 of ti 1e proposed tariff 1 e orision thQt is accurate t!n&> .. 

-sufiioiont te alert eonsuri.,ers of a11y cl 1t!nge to a rate or 1 ale applicable to them, end als~ 
rflust include the follovvil"lg Sf30eifis informati0l::t:>-

( 4) a statement that any person may, within 20 days after the date of the 
notice, file comments on the tariff revision with the commission by mail, through the 
commission's website or by electronic mail; 

®
~ .Af:..C... S'.2 . 3i07( f ) (S)Q· ;}' r~e,.,_,,6,.l ~ f 2-<v./.... : ,...') 

5 the commission's mailing address, ~Internet address of the 
commission's website and electronic mail address where comments may be 
filed. (Eff. 5/18/2003, Register 166; am _l_\ 1_Jz_1~ Register 2'20 ) 

I it 



Register .22o , ,~ C\ Ut\ j 
Authority: AS 42.05.141 

AS 42.05.151 
AS 42.05.361 

3 AAC 52.372(b) is amended to read: 

201~ COMMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 
Q) 

AS 42.05.381 
AS 42.05.411 

AS 42.05.431 
AS 42.05. 711 

{~·-f.~; 

~~ 
~~.:\I'\..~ 
~~~ .Av>{' 

(b) No later than three months after the elimination, under 3 AAC 53.350(c), of c4 
the carrier common line charge, an interexchange carrier shall file a report, in -~--J). 
accordance with 3 AAC 48.095 describing changes it has made in intrastate long 
distance rates. or a peno o 1ve full calendar years thereafter, no later than March 31 
of each year, an interexchange carrier shall file an annual report, in accordance with 3 
AAC 48.095 demonstrating the extent to which the carrier reduced intrastate long 

1stance rates in the preceding calendar year in conformance with (a) of this section. 
The inter~xchange carrier's annual report must either demonstrate flow-through of 
access charge savings based upon the methodology developed through industry 
consensus and set out in the joint report submitted to the commission on December 13, 
2001 in Docket R-01-1, or demonstrate reasonable progress towards achieving parity 
between intrastate long distance rates and interstate long distance rates. Under either 
approach, the annual report must include a schedule showing the change in dollars and 
minutes of intrastate long distance from year to year segregated between intrastate 
residential Ion distance and intrastate business long distance. (Eff. 7 31/2011 , eg1s er 

+199; am _.1U_'2_12!Jl", Register 220) 
A 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.145 
AS 42.05.151 
AS 42.05.311 

3 AAC 52.380(e) is amended to read : 

AS 42.05.321 
AS 42.05.381 
AS 42.05.391 
AS 42.05.431 

AS 42.05.571 
AS 42.05.581 
AS 42.05.611 
AS 42.05.840 

( e) An interexchange carrier that owns or controls interexchange facilities in the 
state shall file annually with the commission.1. in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095, a 
report identifying occurrences of the carrier's noncompliance with the state 
telecommunications modernization plan set out in 3 AAC 53. 700 - 3 AAC 53. 720. The 
carrier shall also identify progress toward compliance with the deadline requirements of 
3 AAC 53. 700 - 3 AAC 53. 720. 

3 AAC 52.380(f) is amended to read: 

(f) An interexchange carrier or alternate operator service provider shall annually 
submit calendar year traffic data, disaggregated by month, within 90 days after the end 
of each calendar year. The traffic data must be submitted in a format prescribed bl!,~ 
commissioryjn aeeo1d21nce with 3 AAC 48.Q9~ (Eff. 3/16/91, Register J1"1f am ~ 
9/1/2002, Register 163; am 5/18/2003, Register 166; am 9/16/2005, Register 175; am 

JU~:lo<fo, Register 2-W) (ttrf~: .. ...tu. -x1.JL ~~ ~ 
~~ (};,d...a_, IJA.. :;tiu._ -~ 
·w:C~ ~efSL 3 Afl. c ~z .3 !ilo) ~ ~tj/j. 

. -J:k... ~ ryJ\2- ~a o-u::r _.u,.. ~ 
~<RY- •'-f~ dV a.A --r-~~. "f~ 
~ cu:}: .::tt.k. .~ ~ 1Ml'V,11a.Q. ~- ) )) 



Register 2 ;2...o , QR. n !Aet J 
Authority: AS 42. 05 .141 

201~MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 52.390(f) is amended to read : 

AS 42.05.221 
AS 42.05.241 

AS 42.05.431 
AS 42.05.990 

(f) For each proposed retail tariff revision , an interexchange carrier shall give 
public notice of that tariff revision by publication in a widely distributed newspaper of 
general circulation and shall file with the commission a [WRITTEN AND AN 
ELECTRONIC] copy of each notice. The carrier shall publish and fi le each notice no 
later than five days after filing the proposed tariff revision with the commission. 

{f( .w~ .>.2-Q.. 

4;J:...JL 
_ ____,3..,...A_AC 52.390(g) is amended to read: ~))) 

we.ho!;. ·~ J ---·""1 ) For each proposed wholesale tariff revision , an interexchange carrLer shall 
provide public notice of t at tariff revision on its lnterne . eb si~and shall file with the 
commission [BOTH A WRITTEN AND AN ELECTRON IC]~ copy of the n~tice. The _.,..6f ;A;i.~)} 
carrier shall pos and file t e notice no later than five days after filing the propose'a tariff 
revision with the commission . 

3 AAC 52.390(h)(6) is amended to read: . ~u,..,·1'.ru,,,..d ,J 
<(l 'f'~~: ~c .~:~~ ;tu:..t 1- 3AAC S:<..3Cf()(J.i) M ~~--~T,.JA 

--th) In a notice 1 et::iifired uAder (f ) of this section. the carri9r st:iall 19ro'Vide a-.,_ 
@CFleral description of tne p1 Of'osed taAtt revision that is l!lecrn ate, written in plairF' 
E11glisl 1, and h 1 sufficient d8tail to explaio th" proposal. Tho netioe must inelud~ 
following information;q.. 

(6) a statement similar to the following: "Any person may file written 
comments on this tariff revision with the Regulatory Commission of Alaska on paper [,] 
at 701 West Eighth Avenue, Suite 300, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 or electronically · 
the commission's website at (Internet web'Site address). To assure that the 
Commission has sufficient time to consider th~ comments before the revision takes 
effect, your comments must be filed with the Commission no later than (a specific date, 

• . not a weekend or holiday, approximately 7-10 days before the filing takes effect)." 
"11<.ii.. ' ·"~-'r~cJ..o do '.?-AB~CJJ&: ~7f 1 

3 AAC 52.390(m) is amended to read: 

(m) On or before March 31 of each year, an interexchange carrier shall file, in 
accordance with 3 AAC 48.095 a financial report of the carrier's intrastate 
in erexchange operations in the state for the previous calendar year. Non-interexchange 
operations must be excluded from the financial report. The financial report must include 
detailed information regarding ~ 
"" .. 
6 AAC 52 .3~0(1 1 } is a11ie11ded to reae~ 
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(o) On or before March 31 of each year, an interexchange carrier shall file with 
the commission.1. in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095, a map or a listing identifying each 
location where the carrier owns or controls interexchange facilities and identifying each 
type of facility that is sited at each location. After an initial filing, absent changes to the 
facilities map or listing, the interexchange carrier shall file verification, in accordance 
with 3 AAC 48.095 that no changes to the map or listing have occurred. If the 

·:l' interexc ange earner does not own or control an interexchange facility in the state, ~ 
;:::;;;;;< f7Eff. 3/16/91, Register 117; am 7 /8/93, Register 127; am 9/1 /2002, Register 163; am~~ 
c.::_:r- B/18/2003, Register 166; am 8/27/2004, Register 171; am 9/16/2005, Register 175; am 

.JL! _!t_/2otk , Register 22f) ) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.145 

AS 42.05.151 
AS 42.05.291 

AS 42.05.800 

(H) the telephone number and mailing address of the commission, the 
Internet address of the commission's website, and a statement that the customer--' 
may file a complaint with the commission under 3 AAC 48.120 or 3 AAC 48.130 if not 
satisfied wi the utility's res onse or resolution of a contested bill or tariff rovision; 
and (Eff. 1/1/87, Register 100; am 4/10/92, Register 122; am _J.IJ__L/~ Register 

" ?J./j) 
Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.151 

~ if'!trc.•,.,l.u c.fur IGtA l>f 
AS 42.05.291 

3 AAC 52.470(e) is amended to read: 

( e) Upon entering into a contract with a nonregulated veo_dor, other than a 
contract with a qualifying facility as defined in 3 AAC 50.820(11 L for the purchase of 
energy, including electrical energy or capacity, natural or manufactured gas, diesel oil or 
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© 
gasoline, or any other fuel source, for a term exceeding 12 months, a utility shall file 
~with the commission the following information, in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095: ~ 
~ ..-(Eff. 1/1/87, Register 100; am 1/11/2004, Register 169; am 1LJ£t2otb, Register 2.UJ ) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 52.490(b)(2)~ is amended to read : 

/. Register '2'ZO) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 
AS 42.05.381 

AS 42.05. 711 
AS 42.45.110 
AS 42.45.130 

AS 42.45.160 
AS 42.45.170 



)it::ttl::tl:!j:t::l:Z:!:!;:~t++Ca.N-lf&t~~~I ( Eff. 1I11 /2004, Register 169; am JLJ ~ :PJ t.6, 
/i Register 2:2.0) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

AS 42.45.160 
AS 42.45.170 

. . AS 42.05.381 
lllS<-. 1.~raabc.h>T)' JO(/\e ,~ . of 

AS 42.05. 711 
AS 42.45.110 
AS 42.45.130 

' 
3 AAC 52.640(b) is amended to read : 

(b) A nonregulated participating electric utility shall reques a change in its 
power cost equalization per kilowatt-hour, iR aseerElaRee witl:t a AAC 48.99~ if the 
utility has e9'-

'"'11.- i~+.-... 0 uc..tory J ,..~ v · ... f- ;#) ~ ,(J 
IK)<. ,, ,~,c:A w · vf (((, f~. Lk~ ~.~ ~~L 

3 AAC 52.640(f)(2) is amended to read : i>f- 3 /\A c_ S!l. ~o(f) .~ ~· )JJ 0 .r 

~ pafttcrpatlng electlic utility st=iall file w·itti tile cott 111lissim1 a ~eriodio tblel Of 

~reh~sed povorer eo~t 1 eport es fellew~ 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 52.660(a) is amended to read : 

Authority: 

AS 42.45.110 
AS 42.45.130 

AS 42.45.110 
AS 42.45.130 

.23 

AS 42.45.160 
AS 42.45.170 

AS 42.45.160 
AS 42.45.170 
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(a) A utility that is eligible under 3 AAC 52.720 to apply for provisional 
certification must provide the following information in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095 

~fil}.Q on a form rescribed by the commission: e ff. /19/2004, Register 70; am 
~ "3- 20 , egiste.{' 182; am _JLJ_L/_ , Regis er 22.0 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.241 AS 42.05.271 
AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.254 AS 42.05.691 
AS 42.05.221 

lhA.. 1"th:'>ke.}ory J u l,jp 

3 AAC 52.724(a) is amen e to read: 
'- 1 ij\ (l..C_CortJ..a.r..CJJ,. c,....)if·h '3 AAC.. '18.0CJ5> 

(a) A provisionally certificated utility shall file the following information eac~, 
no later than 180 days after the close of the utilit 's annual accountin eriod :_ ~~ 
~eeordeAee witf:I a /V\C 4S,Q9S:-€)! .. Eff. 6/19/2004, Register 170; am 6/3/200 , 

~ Register 182;am _jJ__}_J'.j_ f 2.()/b , Register w_) ,., 
Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.241 

AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.254 
AS 42.05.221 

3 AAC 52.726(a) is amended to read: 

AS 42.05.451 
AS 42.05.691 

(a) A provisionally certificated utility shall include the following statement on 
each bill sent to a customer: 

"You should contact us first if you have a complaint about your water or 
wastewater service. If you are not satisfied after contacting us, you may then file a 
complaint with the Regulatory Commission of Alaska on paper at 701 West Eighth 
Avenue Suite 300 Anchora e Alaska 99501 electronicall · t e comm1ss1on's 

(5;'\ 
\,,V 

website at Internet website address or ele omca ·(Ii, ~~-l 
~ miss· s ~b co 11-fre ] at 1-800-390-2782, or TDD (907) ~(:ti.~ 

ta~~ 276- 3. "~Eff. 6/19/2004, Register 170; am J.Lj _k_;~, Register 1W)) ~) 
~ ~ > • -4.. ' . -A.JI u.t.Q. 

~) Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42fo5.151 ~} 
~~ ~ 
~Jl 3 AAC 52.732 is amended to read: 

(ft \ {!j ~AC. 51 .7.3'2. . T~·ff s ~vi~i ()1's) 
0 .c;:::- >l A provisionally certificated utility may revise its tariffs without commission approval, but 
.,.,tciJJrJiJ " must file any revision within 30 days after the effective date of the revised tariff. The 

filing must be submitted in accordance with 3 AAC 48.240 and 3 AAC 48.270 and 
state the effective date of the revised tariff. (Eff. 6/19/2004, Register 170~ am 
_ l_I I _jp_/ 21Jth , Register 2-ZO ) "} 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.361 

3 AAC 52.900(b) is amended to read: 
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(b) The purpose of 3 AAC 52.900 - 3 AAC 52.940 is to establish a method for 
reasonable compensation for joint use if a utility owning a pole and another utility fail to 
agree on compensation for joint use of the pole. An agreement for joint use must be 
filed with the commission in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095. Absent unusual 
circumstances, the commission will assert its authority over joint use only if the utilities 
disagree on the terms of joint use or a joint use agreement, or if the commission has 
reason to believe that the utilities are not acting in accordance with the intent of@~ 
42.05. (Eff. 5/8/88, Register 106; am 2/2/2003, Register 165; am _Jj_1_/p_1Jo1h, Register 
220) 

((( 'f-'.J .. &.l./lk i 

AS 42.05.321 ,....~ tW. ''.Lis" 
• "J"'t\. "};1:...A, ........ .llAMJl. 

Authority: AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.311 

~ U.A tii.:i. 

3 AAC 52.930 is amended to read: 
·~ <f~ 
~. ))) 

ttf~..rv1.~_ J 3 AAC. .5.1 . 3qo. p,.. c.:uivrl!. . 

~~JIJ"'l If an attaching utility and a pole-owning utility cannot reach agreement on a joint-use 
· issue, including compensation, a complaint may be filed with the commission, and 

served on the other party, in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095, setting out the relevant 
facts and asking for relief. The other party may file an answer to the complaint within 20 
days after service of that complaint. (Eff. 5/8/88, Register 106; am 21212003, Register 
165; am JU_k_!2o(", Register2ZO) 

Authority: AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.311 AS 42.05.321 

services where there is no dominant carrier. Unles con 1dential treatment 
is filed under 3 AAC ange carrier may implement a special contract 

~ 

@ (2) filiRg with the cGmmi&&ion, iR aeeerEleRse with 3 Al\C 48.24Q ... (E~ 
~~/16/2005, Register 175; am _l_I /_}Q_/'Li,fo, Register 2.ZO ) ---

r 
Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.2~ 1 A,.. ~'i'. os- 301 AS 42.05. 711 

AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.431 .:i ~· ' AS 42.05.990 
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AS 42.05.221 
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-n...:i., 1"1r.ooluc..h.vy JaA , u 0 f 
3 AAC 53.245(d) is amended to read: 

(d) A petition for a rate modification filed under this section must also be filed in 
~ .... accordance with 3 AAC 48.240 and 3 AAC 48.270, and must include the following:@) 
\..:.J-r 9/16/2005, Register 175; am II I b /'JJ:>l<o, Register .2ZO) __.,.,, 

~ ( < L 
Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.381 AS 42.05.421 

AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 53.265(m) is amended to read: 

(m) No later than 14 business days after denying a request for service, a local 
exchange carrier of last resort shall submit, to the commission's staff with oversight of 
consumer protec 1on.1.1.in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095 a re ort re ardin the denial 

~of the request for ser\tice. The re ort must include Eff. 7/31/2011, Register 199; am 
~ ... lL_/..fe_/1o0, Regis er 120) 

A 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.145 
AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 53.290(f) is amended to read: 

AS 42.05.261 
AS 42.05.271 

AS 42.05.291 
AS 42.05.301 

(f) Unless otherwise provided in 3 AAC 53.243, a local exchange carrier shall 
publish a public notice of all proposed tariff revisions in a local, general circulation 
newspaper no later than three days after filing it with the commission. The public notice 
must contain a general description of the filing that is accurate, written in plain English, 
and sufficient to alert consumers of tariff revisions that may affect either the rules or 
rates applicable to them. The notice must include sentences containing the following 
information: the date the utility made or will make its filing with the commission; the date 
the revisions are expected to become effective; and a statement that both the proposed 
revisions and the utility's current tariff are available for review at the utility's office for 
which an address and office hours are provided. The notice must contain sentences 
similar to the following: "Any person may file comments on this tariff revision with the 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska (mailing address and Internet webSite address). 
To assure that the commission has sufficient time to consider the comments before the 
revisions take effect, (utility name) suggests that you file comments no later than (a 
specific date, not a weekend or holiday, approximately 7-10 days before the filing takes 

. effect)." 
l-nu._ i" t 'ro~.a. v .. ::.h:>ry l.:v1 :1 ,~ •-f° ) 

)3 AAC 53.290(i) is amended to read: 
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(i) On or before March 31 of each year, in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095, a 
local exchange carrier shall file a financial report of the carrier's operations in the state 
for the previous calendar year. The carrier's out-of-state operations must be excluded 
from the financial report. The carrier's financial report must include the following detailed 

c:'\-'"- information regarding its local exchange operations:l(Eff. 6/21 /98, Register 146; arlj) 
\.,__./ ~ "'1 /11 /2001 , Register 160; am 4/24/2004, Register 170; am 9/16/2005, Register 175; am 

" 7/31/2011, Register 199; am _JLJ__f_p.ctra, Register "'.11.0) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 

3 AAC 53.320(b) is amended to read : 

AS 42.05.221 
AS 42.05.241 

AS 42.05. 711 
AS 42.05.990 

(b) No later than October 1 of each year.i in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095, 
the administrator shall submit the proposed budget described in (a of this section to the 
commission for approval or the following year. ( Eff. 1/10/99, e ister 1 ; am 

ti 7/31 2 1 , Register 199; am _JLJ_k__l ::zo , egister 220 

" 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.145 
AS 42.05.151 

AS 42.05.431 
AS 42.05. 711 

3 AAC 53.330(a)(3)-t4tis amended to read : 

(a) To..._maintain approval 11pder,3 A AC §3,3J Q.f'"' 
'<3 

AS 42.05.800 
AS 42.05.840 

- 3) the administrator shall report annually to the commission.i in 
accordance with 3 AAC 4 .095.~n itemization of ~onthly administrative costs, , .£ -~ 
including expenses, receipts, and payments~ssoc1ated~1th the t dm1rnstrahono f the ~ 
AUSF; the administrator shall provide the commission full access to the data collected 
under or prepared through the administration of the AUSF; 
~ A.AC 53. 13~ ((L)(~) •~ Q.l-1\t,nJ.:z.oL to re~l.; 

(4) the administrator shall report quarterly to the commission, in 
accordance with 3 AAC 48.095 on the disbursem~nt of money from the AUSF along 
with any recommen ed cnange to the universal service surcharge factor; the 
administrator shall keep separate accounts for the universal service surchar e collected 
and universal service support disbursed; and :L {Eff. 1/10/99, Register 149; am 
_Jj__l_k02J:Jt{o. Register 720 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.431 
~ 1 .... fr-> • .:.. ory AS 42.05.145 AS 42.05.711 
ill.l'l.5v · · ,-if 

1
AS42.05.151 

AS 42.05.800 
AS 42.05.840 

) 3 AAC 53.$ (a) is amended to read: 

2.'f 
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(//~~ 
.-1\JJ/~'l!I\.. ~IA. 

(a) A common carrier seeking designation as an eligible telecommunications .... ~~ ~ 
carrier must file, for each study area or portion of a study area where eligible '/ !Ac. . "r ). 
telecommunications carrier designation is sought, a request.l in accordance with 3 ~ u £'t"l.I. ~) 
':~C 48.095, that includes ){ . ; 'J.DIJ, · •. , "2.ZO ) 
( £"fF. '7/lz/z~c~, ~~•:.t~r 11 1; O\M\ :;-I .J?-1---:-->. v~: '':;.~:.:.::-:...~r-=====;~~ ... :-:::".~-~~---
3 AAC 53 440(b) is amended to read· llvtl-.or1fy. A"> ~ .... oo;.1"11 f>S i..u .>,21fl 

. . A.S •!'2..0!.:.l'IS " l> .lfZ.OI".'30'1 
.A'S "4-z. • .:.s.1si As '1'2 ,.:>$.:!.SI 

(b) The requesting common carrier shall serve a copy o its petition, i n 
accordance with 3 AAC 48.090, on any common carrier that has been designated as 
an eligible telecommunications carrier in an art of the reposed eli ible 
telecommunica_lions carrier service area. (Eff. 7/12/2009, Register 191 ; am 

'f _lj_l_L/2Dffo. Register 2-Zo ) 
A 

_ , Authority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.145 
\ Iha.. '"ir19d.1.1d r 1 1~3u.,._.., c.1f 

AS 42.05.151 

' 3 AAC 53.460(a) rs amended to read : 

(a) A common carrier designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier shall 
provid on or e ore- arch 31 ·of each year in accordance with 3 AAC 48.095 fe#9-

l 7 /12/2009, Register 191; am _I_\ /Lf 1J:JtftJ, Register 120) ~-
(ZEff:J 
'Ai:itiiority: AS 42.05.141 AS 42.05.151 AS 42.05.291 

AS 42.05.145 

3 AAC 53.625(b) is amended to read : 

(b) A directory assistance provider may not charge unjust and unreasonable 
rates for 411 dialed or 907-555-1212 dialed intrastate directory assistance, grant an 
unreasonable preference or advantage, or subject a customer to an unreasonable 
prejudice or disadvantage. If only one directory assistance rovider serves all 
customers in the state, that provider shall fi le its contracts and contract amendments for 
the provision of 411 dialed and 907-555-1212 dialed intrastate directory assistance with 
the commission -+" eeeerelaR~e witb 3 AAC 46.0Ql Unless the commission initiates ;!# 
an investigati.on, a filing under this subsection becomes effective 30 days after filing . 
(Eff. 11/24/2004, Register 172; am _Jj_j_..f:L_1 21Jtb, Register zzo ) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 
AS 42.05.145 
AS 42.05.291 

3 AAC 53.750(b) is amended to read : 

AS 42.05.361 
AS 42.05.381 
AS 42.05.391 

AS 42.05.411 
AS 42.05.421 
AS 42.05.431 

(b) The commission will establish a deadline for the submission of requests for 
the establishment of public interest pay telephones that meet the criteria for that 

.2 g 
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Register 220 , J 111.0Wl 'CJ 201~0MMERCE, COMMUNITY, AND EC. DEV. 

designation as set out in 3 AAC 53.745. A request must be submitted in accordance 
with 3 AAC 48.095 and indicate the exchange and the physical address or location for 
each public interest pay telephone. A request to designate an existing pay telephone as 
a public interest pay telephone must include sufficient cost and revenue information for 
the commission to determine the rofitabili of the pay telephone. (Eff. 1 /11 /2001, 
Register 157; am _Jj_/_f;_/2or , Register ?.20) 

Authority: AS 42.05.141 
AS 42.05.151 
AS 42.05.291 

AS 42.05.311 
AS 42.05.321 

AS 42.05.810 
AS 42.05.840 



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska 
Department of Law 

To: Hon. Byron Mallott 
Lieutenant Governor 

Date: October 5, 2016 

From: 

File No.: JU2015200764 

--....._ j (1 Tel. No.: 

Steven C. Weaver .__..;>\IL.Jr R" 

Sr. Assistant Attorney General 
and Assistant Regulations Attorney 

Legislation and Regulations Section 

465-3600 

Regulations update re: electronic 
filing requirements and procedures 
(3 AAC 47; 3 AAC 48; 3 AAC 
49.060; 3 AAC 51; 3 AAC 52; 3 AAC 
53) 

We have reviewed the attached regulations from the Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
against the statutory standards of the Administrative Procedure Act. I have reviewed this project 
under a specific delegation dated October 3, 2016 from the Regulations Attorney. These 
regulations update electronic filing requirements and procedures across a number of regulatory 
chapters. 

We find no legal problems. This memorandum constitutes the written statement of 
approval under AS 44.62.060(b) and (c) that authorizes your office to file the attached 
regulations. 

We note that though the certification of adoption order was mistakenly titled as an 
adoption order, the body of the order is correctly expressed as a certification of the Regulatory 
Commission of Alaska's March 25, 2016 adoption action. We also note that though the affidavit 
of commission action was mistakenly titled as an affidavit of oral hearing, the body of the 
affidavit correctly uses the text for an affidavit of commission action: it refers to the motion to 
adopt the regulations and the passage of that motion at the commission's March 25, 2016 
meeting. Also, the affidavit was accompanied by a transcript of the March 25, 2016 meeting at 
which the commission adopted the regulations. Therefore, the typographical errors in the 
document titles are not a substantive violation of AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act). 

The August 29, 2015 public notice and the September 16, 2016 certification of adoption 
order both state that this action is not expected to require an increased appropriation. Therefore, a 
fiscal note under AS 44.62.195 is not required. 



Hon. Byron Mallott, Lieutenant Governor 
Our file: JU2015200764 

October 5, 2016 
Page2 

We have made some technical corrections to the regulations m accordance with 
AS 44.62.125, as shown on the attached copy. 

sew 

cc w/enc: (via email) 

Robert M. Pickett, Chair 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska 
Department of Law 

To: Robert M. Pickett, Chair 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 

Date: October 5, 2016 

From: 

File No.: JU2015200764 

Tel. No.: 

StevenC. Weaver~ C$ a., 
Sr. Assistant Attorney General 
and Assistant Regulations Attorney 

Legislation and Regulations Section 

465-3600 

Regulations update re: electronic 
filing requirements and procedures 
(3 AAC 47; 3 AAC 48; 3 AAC 
49.060; 3 AAC 51; 3 AAC 52; 3 AAC 
53) 

Under AS 44.62.060, we have reviewed the attached changes by the Regulatory 
Commission of Alaska and approve the changes for filing by the lieutenant governor. I have 
reviewed this project under a specific delegation dated October 3, 2016 from the Regulations 
Attorney. 

You might wish to contact the lieutenant governor's office to confirm the filing date and 
effective date of the attached regulations changes. 

We note that though the certification of adoption order was mistakenly titled as an 
adoption order, the body of the order is correctly expressed as a certification of the Regulatory 
Commission of Alaska's March 25, 2016 adoption action. We also note that though the affidavit 
of commission action was mistakenly titled as an affidavit of oral hearing, the body of the 
affidavit correctly uses the text for an affidavit of commission action: it refers to the motion to 
adopt the regulations and the passage of that motion at the commission's March 25, 2016 
meeting. Also, the affidavit was accompanied by a transcript of the March 25, 2016 meeting at 
which the commission adopted the regulations. Therefore, the typographical errors in the 
document titles are not a substantive violation of AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act). 

The August 29, 2015 public notice and the September 16, 2016 certification of adoption 
order both state that this action is not expected to require an increased appropriation. Therefore, a 
fiscal note under AS 44.62.195 is not required. 



Robert M. Pickett, Chair 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
Our file: JU2015200764 

October 5, 2016 
Page2 

We have made some technical corrections to the regulations m accordance with 
AS 44.62.125, as shown on the attached copy. 

sew 

cc w/enc: (via email) 

Micaela Fowler, Regulations Contact 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development 

J.P. Wood, Chief Administrative Law Judge and Regulations Specialist 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development 

Rich Gazaway, Administrative Law Judge 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development 

Megyn A Greider, Assistant Attorney General 
Commercial and Fair Business Section 

Stuart W. Goering, Sr. Assistant Attorney General 
Commercial and Fair Business Section 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: Hon. Byron Mallott 
Lieutenant Governor 

State of Alaska 
Department of Law 

DATE: October 3, 2016 

FILE NO.: JU2015200764 

Susan R. PoUar~ 
TELEPHONE NO.: 465-3600 

FROM: 

Chief Assistant Attorney General 
& Regulations Attorney 

Legislation/Regulations Section-Juneau 

SUBJECT: Specific delegation of authority 
regarding regulations review on 
Regulatory Commission of 
Alaska regulations re: electronic 
filing requirements and 
procedures (3 AAC 47; 3 AAC 
48; 3 AAC 49.060; 3 AAC 
51; 3 AAC 52; 3 AAC 53) 

By this memorandum, I am delegating my authority as Regulations Attorney 
under AS 44.62 to Assistant Attorney General Steven C. Weaver for the above-referenced 
regulations project. Under this delegation of authority, Steven Weaver has my full authority 
under AS 44.62 to conduct the legal review under AS 44.62 and take necessary actions on this 
regulations project. 

sew 

cc w/enc: 

If you have questions, please let me know. 

Scott C. Meriwether, AAC Coordinator 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor 

Steven C. Weaver 
Sr. Assistant Attorney General 
Legislation/Regulations Section-Juneau 



AFFIDAVIT OF ORAL HEARJNG 

I, Rich Gazaway, Administrative Law Judge of the Regulatory Commission of Alaska, being 
sworn, state the following: 

The attached motion to adopt regulation addressing the implementation of electronic filing was 
passed by the Regulatory Commission of Alaska during its March 25, 2016, public meeting. 

Date: September iS-, 2016 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this l~ay o 

1,:c;~=. 
DEBORAH CHUNG 

NOT&aY PUBLIC 
llJC 'dr ~.,..,._ 
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REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

special Public Meeting March 25, 2016 

1 

2 

P R 0 C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Good morning. 

3 This is a special public meeting of the Regulatory 

4 commission of Alaska. It's Friday, March, 25th, 

5 2016, approximately 9:05 a.m. With me on the dais 

6 are commissioner Pauli and commissioner Wilson. 

7 And I'm chairman Bob Pickett. commissioners 

8 Rokeberg and McAlpine will hopefully be joining us 

9 shortly. 

10 Item number one is public participation. Are 

11 there any members of the Anchorage audience who 

12 would care to address the Commission this morning? 

13 If so, please come forward to the back table, make 

14 sure the mic is on, and keep your comments to less 

15 than five minutes. 

16 MS. O'CONNOR: Thank you, Chairman 

17 Pickett. I'm Christine O'Connor with the Alaska 

18 Telephone Association. And I would just like to 

19 recognize Jana for her hard work and dedication. 

20 I understand this is her last public meeting. 

21 we just want to say good job putting up with 

22 us, being patient, being continually professional, 

23 and being willing to roll up your sleeves when the 

24 weird stuff came along. 

25 In my former life, I was often calling Jana 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
(907) 337-2221 
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1 saying: Well, I think I should be able to do 

2 this. what do you think? And she never flinched, 

3 at least not visibly. so thank you, Jana. we 

4 really appreciate your work. Stay in touch. And 

5 I'm sure we'll be seeing you around. Thank you. 

6 CHAIRMAN PICKETr: And, Christine, 

7 trust me, she gets a lot of weird stuff from the 

8 commissioners, too. 

9 Is there anyone else in the Anchorage 

10 audience who would care to address the commission? 

11 Is there anyone online who would care to make any 

12 comments to the commission? Hearing none, we will 

13 close out agenda item number one. 

14 Agenda item number two is R-15-002, In the 

15 Matter of the Consideration · of Additional 

16 Regulations Implementing Electronic Filing. Jana 

17 has prepared a memo with her recommendations, and 

18 I will turn it over to her at this point. Jana? 

19 MS. GRENN: Good morning, 

20 commissioners. so I'd like to just start with 

21 giving you what the recommendation for today is 

22 going to be. Today we -- staff is proposing that 

23 you adopt the proposed amendments to Title 3, 

24 Chapters 47 through 53 of the Alaska 

25 Administrative Code as shown in Exhibit JAG-1, 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
(907) 337-2221 
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special Public Meeting March 25, 2016 

1 which is the decisional matrix in front of you 

2 today, to expand electronic filing to all 

3 non-docket-related proceedings and reports. 

4 so, basically, I'd like to start back and 

5 give you a brief history of the docket, and then 

6 we'll go into the actual recommendations that 

7 we'll be making today. on December 11, 2011, the 

8 commission adopted electronic filing regulations 

9 in Docket R-09-004. The regulations required 

10 mandatory electronic filing in all docket 

11 proceedings with an opportunity for waiver. 

12 They did, however, prohibit the filing ~f any 

13 confidential record electronically. And the 

14 regulations took effect February 16th, 2012. Due 

15 to time constraints within the docket, the 

16 electronic filing regulations did not address 

17 electronic submission of tariff advice filings, 

18 reports, or other filing requirements. 

19 consequently, public utilities and pipeline 

20 carriers are currently required to submit tariff 

21 revisions, reports, and other non-docket-related 

22 filings to the commission on paper, which means 10 

23 plus an original. This is only required for those 

24 utilities, pipeline carriers, and other company 

25 representatives that participate in the 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 commission's electronic filing testing system 

2 known as the beta testers. At the public meeting 

3 held on February 25th, 2015, the commission voted 

4 to open Docket R-15-002 to address the electronic 

5 submission of filings in docket and 

6 non-docket-related proceedings and scheduled a 

7 technical conference to convene on April 27th. 

8 The technical conference was held on the date 

9 prescribed by the commission and included a number 

10 of representatives from industry as well as the 

11 Department of Law, Regulatory Affairs, the Public 

12 Advocacy section, and various members of the 

13 commission's staff. 

14 The commission issued order R-15-002(2), 

15 which provided comment on the proposed regulations 

16 after the technical conference. Initial comments 

17 were due October 12th and reply comments were due 

18 November 12th of 2015. The commission received 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

six initial 

a summary of 

you as JAG-2 

some of what 

comments and five reply comments. And 

the comments have been prepared for 

for Docket R-15-002. 

so with that, I'd like to go into 

the commenters responded to us on in 

24 the revisions that I'm proposing today from the 

25 regulations that were initially issued for comment 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 in R-15-002. so we'll start with the basic 

2 overall construct of the regulations, which is 

3 that this will allow the permissive electronic 

4 filing of any document to the commission; meaning 

5 you can file on paper or electronically through 

6 the commission's system, meaning you'll no longer 

7 have to file 10 copies plus an original filing. 

8 If you do submit something on paper, we're only 

9 requiring five copies, which will be enough to do 

10 our internal processing. 

11 The one thing that -- there's two 

12 items that will be mandatory to be filed 

13 electronically and those are the regulatory cost 

14 charge reports, both quarterly and annual, and 

15 confidential documents; which technical conference 

16 participants from R-09-004 and going forward 

17 believe are better to be filed on paper to the 

18 commission, though they may be submitted 

19 electronically to the parties within a docket. 

20 The other interesting part of the regulations 

21 is that we will still be requiring mandatory 

22 service electronically in all docket proceedings, 

23 which was requested by the technical conference 

24 participants. That's only for docketed 

25 proceedings, formal proceedings before the 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 commission. 

2 so with that, I'll start on Exhibit JAG-2, 

3 page 3, and on Exhibit JAG-1, page 17. So 

4 initially we decided to require the mandatory 

5 filing electronic filing of regulatory cost 

6 charge reports. Staff created a new subsection, 

7 3 AAC 47.065. chapter 47 is where the regulations 

8 for the regulatory cost charge calculations and 

9 reports are found. 

10 The regulations we inserted into that section 

11 listed the mandatory requirement for electronic 

12 filing, and they basically mirrored what we had in 

13 3 AAC 48.095. The comments we received said that 

14 all electronic filing regulations should really be 

15 consolidated under 48.095, and that it would just 

16 be preferable to reference back to 48.095 in 

17 chapter 47 when there were specific requirements. 

18 so what staff is proposing today, as you'll 

19 see on page 17 of Exhibit JAG-1 which is the 

20 decisional matrix, is that staff would like you to 

21 adopt option two; which states that, "Unless 

22 otherwise specified by order or another applicable 

23 provision of this chapter, all filings submitted 

24 to the commission, with the exception of 

25 regulatory cost charge reports, may be filed 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 electronically or on paper." That's the 

2 permissive filing that we've been talking about. 

3 Then it goes into, "Reports submitted in 

4 accordance with 3 AAC 47.050(b) or 

5 3 AAC 47.060" -- which are the quarterly and 

6 annual RCC reports -- "shall be filed 

7 electronically unless waived in accordance with 

8 (l)" -- which are waiver provisions. If you are 

9 technically unable to submit an electronic filing, 

10 you can seek a waiver from the commission -- "of 

11 this section or otherwise specified by order." 

12 so we're integrating all of the requirements 

13 for electronic filing into one section now and 

14 stating what must mandatorily be filed 

15 electronically and that everything else can be 

16 filed permissively. 

17 Are there any questions? 

18 (commissioner McAlpine joins dais.) 

19 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: So before we go 

20 on, would it be helpful for us to adopt the 

21 various options rather than try -- what's your 

22 preference? 

23 MS. GRENN: It depends. The 

24 decisional matrix is extensive. It's about 75 

25 pages, and there's options under each regulation 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 that I'm proposing to change today. These are 

2 just the sections that we had comments on that 

3 were put in the notice that I'm changing the 

4 language based on what we've already issued out 

5 for comment. 

6 

7 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. 

MS. GRENN: so it's up to you, 

8 whatever you would like to do today. 

9 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Yeah. I guess 

10 my concern is if we get a bunch of these going and 

11 there's like the original staff proposed 

12 regulation and then the staff amended based on 

13 comments, it may make a clearer record if we go 

14 back and see specifically what it is the 

15 commission agreed. 

16 Rich, any thoughts? 

17 MR. GAZAWAY: It will take a while, 

18 but we could go through that process. 

19 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Any commissioner 

20 preference? Commissioner Wilson, any thoughts on 

21 that? 

22 

23 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: I think 

perhaps if there's any not necessarily an up or 

24 down vote on each, but if there's any discussion 

25 on each item that she goes through with respect to 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
(907) 337-2221 



p·age 11 
REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

Special Public Meeting March 25, 2016 

1 the comments, perhaps we should take them up when 

2 we're thinking about them. 

3 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. So let's 

4 take option two, post-comment staff-proposed 

5 regulations, on page 17 of 75 in JAG-1. 

6 Are there any Commissioner comments? 

7 Questions? commissioner Pauli? 

8 COMMISSIONER PAULI: I have a 

9 question regarding the second-to-the-last sentence 

10 that says "additional copies of an electronic 

11 filing." How would there be additional copies of 

12 an electronic filing? 

13 would it be just resubmitted? 

14 MS. GRENN: I believe what was 

15 anticipated is that someone would submit something 

16 electronically and then also deliver a paper 

17 version of their electronic filing to us or fax us 

18 a courtesy copy. That those won't be used to 

19 establish statutory time lines for the filing. 

20 we're going strictly on what's received through 

21 the commission's electronic filing system. 

22 

23 Thank you. 

24 

COMMISSIONER PAULI: okay. Okay. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Any thoughts, 

25 Commissioner McAlpine, on option two on page 17 of 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 75? 

2 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: No. I'm 

3 fine with that. 

4 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. It sounds 

5 like it is the consensus of the commission to go 

6 with option two, post-comment staff-proposed 

7 regulation on page 17 of 75. 

8 Please continue. 

9 MS. GRENN: Next we'll move to 

10 page 18 of Exhibit JAG-1 and corresponding page 6 

11 on Exhibit JAG-2. This is titled 3 AAC 47.065(f), 

12 which was the section for the RCC requirements; 

13 but it's also the same language that we see in 

14 3 AAC 48.095(g), which is an existing regulation. 

15 In general, the regulation stated that an 

16 electronic file description name must be as 

17 descriptive as possible, and that Commission staff 

18 can change that name if it assists in processing 

19 the filing. 

20 comments we received stated that no one was 

21 opposed to the commission staff being allowed to 

22 change the file description or name, but requested 

23 that staff be required to notify a filer when they 

24 do so so that they can maintain the same names 

25 that the commission records will reflect. 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 In order to make that correction; staff added 

2 language to the end of subsection (g) that says, 

3 "commission staff will notify a filing entity, in 

4 writing, of any file description or file name 

5 changes." And it's just basically a courtesy on 

6 our part to make sure our records reflect a 

7 filer's records and there's no discrepancy between 

8 the two. 

9 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Any commissioner 

10 questions or comments on option one, post-comment 

11 staff-proposed regulation on page 18 of 75? 

12 seeing none, the commission consents and agrees 

13 with that option. 

14 MS. GRENN: Next we'll move to 

15 page 26 of Exhibit JAG-1 and page 10 of Exhibit 

16 JAG-2. This is dealing with filing service 

17 amendment and disposition of service pleadings 

18 under 3 AAC 48.490(b) subsection (2) through (3). 

19 Initially when the commission proposed these 

20 regulations for the technical conference, staff 

21 thought that it might be reasonable to only 

22 require permissive notice -- or permissive service 

23 of pleadings to other parties. And technical 

24 conference participants were pretty adamant that 

25 they would like to see mandatory service in 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 documents -- electronic mandatory service. 

2 so staff reverted the regs back to what they 

3 were originally and noticed them in R-15-002. The 

4 comments we received back were in support of what 

5 staff had done but had a couple little clarifying 

6 issues they would like to see addressed. 

7 First, the proposed language commenters 

8 believed could be interpreted to allow a party not 

9 to serve another party electronically. 

10 specifically in 48.090(b) subsection (2) there was 

11 a clause that said, "except as filings provided in 

12 (3) of this subsection, everything shall be served 

13 electronically." And subsection (3) basically 

14 required that certain filings, including filings 

15 on paper, be served by U.S. Mail. 

16 So commenters believed a party in a docket 

17 proceeding that elected to file on paper may claim 

18 that the language in that subsection allowed them 

19 to serve a document on other parties by mail, 

20 which is not what the technical conference 

21 participants had wanted. 

22 Additionally, we had comments that said the 

23 regulations in this subsection did not mirror the 

24 regulations in 3 AAC 48.142, which was the service 

25 of discovery, and it highlighted a problem with 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
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1 who must agree to the alternative service. 

2 3 AAC 48.090(b)(2) indicated that the sending and 

3 receiving party must agree to alternative service, 

4 while 48.142 stated that every party in the docket 

5 proceeding must agree to alternative means of 

6 service. 

7 so in order to address those, staff is 

8 proposing that we remove the reference to 

9 subsection (3) that states certain filings may be 

10 submitted by paper, and remove any references to 

11 paper copies when it comes to service in docketed 

12 proceedings. service must be done electronically 

13 between the parties, end of story. And that, 

14 hopefully, will clarify the language and address 

15 any issues that commenters had. 

16 Further, staff is proposing to amend that in 

17 a docket proceeding a party may serve on paper 

18 including oversized documents and confidential 

19 material to the commission in person, by U.S. 

20 Mail, or similar delivery service. However, 

21 electronic service is still required of all those 

22 types of documents to other parties unless 

23 alternative service is agreed to between the 

24 sending and receiving parties. 

25 We're making it very clear that all parties 
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1 that are going to submit paper filings to the 

2 commission can do so, but they must serve those 

3 documents electronically to the parties in the 

4 docket. And if they want to do it any other way, 

5 the sending and receiving party must agree to the 

6 alternative means of service. 

7 As far as dealing with the discrepancy 

8 between this regulation and 48.142, staff is 

9 processing a clarifying revision under that 

10 section to state that the sending party may not 

11 substitute paper service for electronic service on 

12 another party unless both parties agree to be 

13 served in this manner. so we're making sure the 

14 regulations on service of discovery and service of 

15 docket proceedings are identical; sending and 

16 receiving parties must agree to alternate means of 

17 service. 

18 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Are there any 

19 commissioner questions or comments on option two, 

20 post-comment staff-proposed regulation on page 26 

21 of 75? seeing none, the commission will agree 

22 with that option two. 

23 MS. GRENN: All right. so the 

24 final section we're going to talk about is going 

25 to be on page 28 of Exhibit JAG-1 and page 18 of 
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1 Exhibit JAG-2. This is 3 AAC 48.182(b) through 

2 (c) and, also, 48.1803(a) through (e), which is 

3 notice of public meetings and the public meeting 

4 agendas. 

5 The issues with these sections were not 

6 initially discussed at the technical conference 

7 but came after the technical conference from staff 

8 at the commission requesting that we clarify that 

9 the commission may post their notice of public 

10 meetings and public meeting agendas on their Web 

11 site. so this was included in the notice that was 

12 issued in R-15-002, but was not discussed at the 

13 technical conference. 

14 In general, the commenters supported posting 

15 notices on the commission's Web site, though many 

16 of them suggested that the commission be required 

17 to post the notices, making it mandatory. They 

18 also suggested the elimination of newspaper legal 

19 notices, stating that they don't inform the 

20 most -- a greater number of the public and that 

21 it's not the most efficient means of noticing at 

22 this time. 

23 In response, we received comments from the 

24 Attorney General's office, which cited to Alaska 

25 statute 44.62.310(e), "which governs notice of 
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1 government public meetings and states that notice, 

2 one, may be given using print or broadcast media 

3 and, two, shall be posted at the principal office 

4 of the public entity." 

5 so with that in mind, staff is proposing to 

6 amend the regulations under 48.182, notice of 

7 public meetings, to allow the commission to post 

8 notices on its Web site, meaning we're not going 

9 to use "will" as a mandatory language requirement 

10 but use "may." so we're leaving the commission 

11 open with flexibility to notice public meetings 

12 however we see fit at the time, whether that be by 

13 mailing a person a notice, by e-mailing it to 

14 them, by posting it on the commission's Web site. 

15 we are still required to post a copy of all 

16 our public meeting notices at our commission 

17 offices by virtue of the statute under 

18 AS 42.62.310(e). so that will remain ih the 

19 regulations. 

20 In addition, there is something that just 

21 came up this morning that I'd like to discuss with 

22 you as far as the public meeting notices as well 

23 under 48.182. This is subsection (d), which 

24 states that, "Notice of each public meeting will 

25 be recorded on the commission's public meeting 
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1 recording and will include date, time and place of 

2 the meeting, and general topics to be discussed or 

3 considered at the meeting." 

4 unfortunately, this part of the regulation 

5 did not make it into the technical conference 

6 discussion, nor was it formally noticed as one of 

7 the provisions we'd be amending today. However, 

8 it's come to staff's attention that we no longer 

9 perform this function, nor have we for a very long 

10 time. And there is no open public meeting 

11 requirement in the statutes that require that we 

12 do this. so staff is recommending that we amend 

13 this regulation to remove the mandatory "will" 

14 language and replace it with "may. " 

15 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: And that would 

16 be included in your option two, basically? 

17 

18 packet --

19 

20 

MS. GRENN: Yes. It's not in your 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Right. 

MS. GRENN: -- because it just came 

21 up today. But we will incorporate it into the 

22 final adopted regulations. so the regulation for 

23 3 AAC 48.182(d) would read as -- I'll read it into 

24 the record so that we have it for our order. 

25 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. 
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1 MS. GRENN: "Notice of each public 

2 meeting may be recorded on the commission's public 

3 meeting recording and may include date, time and 

4 place of the meeting, and general topics to be 

5 discussed or considered at that meeting." 

6 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: I will turn to 

7 the Attorney General and ask if that is sufficient 

8 that it was not originally noticed but is within 

9 the scope of the original notice. could you 

10 address that? 

11 MS. GREIDER: Yes. Thank you, 

12 chairman Pickett. There is no notice problem. 

13 There is no procedural or substantive problem --

14 

15 I don't think 

16 

17 hear me? 

18 

19 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Is your mic on? 

MS. GREIDER: It is. can you not 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. Go ahead. 

MS. GREIDER: Thank you, Chairman 

20 Pickett. There is no procedural or substantive 

21 problem with the commission adopting the proposed 

22 regulation change today. Thank you. 

23 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. I will 

24 note that commissioner McAlpine joined us about 15 

25 minutes ago and commissioner Rokeberg just joined 
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1 us. 

2 (commissioner Rokeberg joins dais.) 

3 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: So Commissioner 

4 comments on this? commissioner McAlpine? 

5 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: This was a 

6 matter that I discussed with other commissioners 

7 yesterday. I dialed that number and noticed that 

8 the meeting that was noticed on that number was 

9 one of several months ago. And it came to my 

10 attention that in order to get that number, you 

11 have to have a copy of the agenda. And at the 

12 bottom of the agenda in the tiny print is the 

13 telephone number that you may call. 

14 so in order to get the agenda, you have to 

15 have a copy of the agenda in order to find the 

16 number that you 1 re about to dial. so I agree with 

17 staff's recommendation, it would be my 

18 recommendation that we eliminate that in its 

19 entirety. since that number -- or that agenda 

20 item was posted several months ago, no one has 

21 called that number. 

22 And it doesn't strike me as odd that no one 

23 would call that number because they would have had 

24 to have already had the agenda in order to get the 

25 agenda that they were seeking by calling the 
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1 number. so I would propose, I guess, that we 

2 eliminate it in its entirety -- and I don't know, 

3 Megyn, whether that would meet -- cause any notice 

4 problems. Because, certainly, they have notice 

5 before they call the number. And that would be my 

6 feeling about it. I think that, doing as staff 

7 suggested, that we "may" post would certainly 

8 alleviate any concern. 

9 

10 

CHAIRMAN PICKElT: Megyn? 

MS. GREIDER: Thank you, Chairman 

11 Pickett. 

12 commissioner McAlpine, eliminating subsection 

13 (d) entirely leaves the commission free to 

14 creatively notice via voicemail messages, as long 

15 as the posting is still done. It is. It's posted 

16 on the online public notice system, the notice 

17 requirements of 44.62.310(e) are met, and it 

18 remains permissive if you choose to use voicemail 

19 messages or additional venues for notice of public 

20 agendas for public meetings. 

21 Does that answer your question? 

22 CHAIRMAN PICKElT: So it 1 s your 

23 recommendation to delete that --

24 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: I would 

25 move that we delete subsection (d). At the risk 
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1 of offending anyone, it's rather obtuse. 

2 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. Why don't 

3 you put that in the form of a motion since that 

4 is --

5 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: I'm sorry. 

6 I thought I did. I would move that we eliminate 

7 subsection (d). 

8 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Is there a 

9 second? 

10 COMMISSIONER WILSON: second for 

11 purposes of discussion. 

12 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Commissioner 

13 discussion? commissioner Rokeberg, you have your 

14 finger on the button. 

15 COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: 

16 Mr. chairman, my only concern here is that we make 

17 sure that we're all comfortable with the level of 

18 notice that we can provide the public, 

19 particularly the disabled community, those people 

20 that need assistance to call in -- even people in 

21 the deaf community can use the TRS or the people 

22 in the blind community -- to make sure they have 

23 ready access to any agenda that we have for a 

24 public meeting. 

25 This is particularly important because this 
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1 is the one opportunity we have to interface with 

2 the public, particularly with our open mic 

3 procedure. so I want to make sure whatever we do 

4 I would be supporting the amendment but not 

5 without making sure we have adequate replacement 

6 for the ability to contact and communicate with 

7 this commission. 

8 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: commissioner 

9 Pauli? 

10 COMMISSIONER PAULI: I'd like to 

11 ask the AG: Does this present any ADA concerns? 

12 MS. GREIDER: Given -- commissioner 

13 Pauli, given that notice is posted as required, is 

14 posted online as required and mailed out to 

15 interested parties at times, the notice is 

16 being -- is meeting the requirements of the 

17 statute. 

18 As far as the Americans with Disabilities 

19 Act, I don't know that that is cured by the 

20 presence or absence of a voicemail message. 

21 Because, as commissioner McAlpine pointed out, in 

22 order to get the phone number to call the 

23 voicemail message to find out the details of the 

24 meeting, you would have to have the details of the 

25 phone number. 
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2 something that could be changed. I'm not adverse 

3 to deleting obsolete regulations. And -- but I 

4 just want to second Mr. Rokeberg's concern 

5 commissioner Rokeberg's concern about the 

6 accessibility for whoever might be interested. 

7 But --

or 

8 MS. GREIDER: The absence -- excuse 

9 me --

10 COMMISSIONER PAULI: So, I mean, I 

11 just was wondering if you were aware of that. And 

12 so if you're not, that's fine. 

13 MS. GREIDER: Commissioner Pauli, I 

14 don't know that, again, the absence or presence of 

15 subsection (d) cures any ADA concerns. I think 

16 the ADA concerns are cured by the fact that notice 

17 is being provided visually on the web site and 

18 with the posting here at the commission and the 

19 sometimes mailing out to interested entities. 

20 That meets the minimum requirements of the statute 

21 as well as the ADA. 

22 And without a subsection (d), you know, 

23 articulating specifically what the commission will 

24 do or may do, the commission is free to, as I 

25 said, creatively address -- if it perceives of a 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
(907) 337-2221 



Page 26 
REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

Special Public Meeting March 25, 2016 

1 community or population that is not receiving 

2 adequate notice, to address that and remedy that 

3 in their discretion. 

4 

5 you. 

6 

7 

COMMISSIONER PAULI: Okay. Thank 

MS. GREIDER: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: commissioner 

8 Rokeberg? 

9 COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: 

10 Mr. Chairman, I think perhaps the fix may be more 

11 procedural than regulatory in a certain sense. If 

12 we have procedures that are in place that allow 

13 the communications to be completed with the 

14 public, rising to the level of regulation may not 

15 be entirely necessary. 

16 For example, if the -- our number -- our 

17 general number is available and our receptionist 

18 staff, people that man the phones, have a ready 

19 copy that they could read the agenda at the 

20 request of anybody calling in and make sure that 

21 is noticed on our web site, things of that nature. 

22 If we can tidy up the procedures, we don't need to 

23 have additional regulations. 

24 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: well, I think 

25 what commissioner McAlpine is proposing is the 
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1 deletion of a regulation that seems to be archaic 

2 and is not actually happening. 

3 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: If I may, 

4 Mr. chairman, commissioner Rokeberg brings up a 

5 good point, and that is someone who doesn't have 

6 access to the Internet and wants to know about the 

7 agenda. The number that the regulations ask that 

8 they call is 263-2111. And that number is, as I 

9 understand it, dedicated to the purpose of 

10 providing the agenda. 

11 But, again, you can't get that number unless 

12 you have a copy of the agenda. The regular number 

13 of the commission is 263-26 --

14 

15 

16 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: 276. 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: 

276-6222. And if they dial that number I don't 

17 call that very often. In fact, I don't think I've 

18 ever called it. 

19 In any everit, if they called that number 

20 inquiring about the agenda, staff is directed to 

21 read the agenda to an individual who does not have 

22 access to the Internet and may not have seen the 

23 posted notice. That would be the occasion that I 

24 think it would be required, if they dial the 

25 regular number of the Commission and that staff 
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. l read to them what is available on the agenda. 

2 COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: 

3 Mr. chairman, I would ask of commissioner 

4 McAlpine -- he informed me there was a -- we may 

5 have a technical problem in terms of going from 

6 transferring to VoIP from a traditional copper 

7 landline in terms of availability of the phone 

8 circuit to be available in case of a power outage. 

9 Is there any substance to that, or is that --

10 Mr. Gazaway, maybe you could help me here. 

11 MR. GAZAWAY: Not really. I'm not 

12 familiar. The VoIP system sucks, is what I will 

13 say about it, as far as how it's been performing 

14 for us so far. 

15 

16 you feel. 

17 

COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: Tell us how 

MR. GAZAWAY: But I don't know what 

18 will happen in the event of a power outage. we 

19 have had problems with the phones picking up. we 

20 have had problems with connecting and getting 

21 lines. And so I'm really not confident in the 

22 system as far as how it's been performing. But, I 

23 mean, I don't know how to answer your question, to 

24 be honest with you. 

25 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: I truly 
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1 wonder whether someone sitting in the dark is 

2 going to be concerned about the agenda at the RCA. 

3 But be that as it may, Mr. Gazaway is correct, the 

4 VoIP system that we have here is much less 

5 efficient than that copper wire line that we had a 

6 year ago. so I don 1 t -- do you know, is that 

7 number that they're directed to call a land line? 

8 MR. GAZAWAY: They're asking us to 

9 continually comment on the reliability of the 

10 service, the lack of the ability to connect to a 

11 call. And they're trying to work with the 

12 provider to gain a greater system of reliability. 

13 what I think is part of the problem is it doesn't 

14 connect to the Internet, is my understanding. And 

15 without power, I can't see that improving. 

16 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: commissioner 

17 Wilson, do you have any thoughts or comments on 

18 commissioner McAlpine's amendment before us? 

19 COMMISSIONER WILSON: I'm going to 

20 vote in favor of it. I don't think there's any 

21 need for us to even address this issue. I think 

22 that calling the main number -- if we've had no 

23 calls here to date, I -- most people use the web 

24 site. And there are bound to be a few that don't 

25 have access to the Internet, but they can call the 
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1 main number and get all the information they want. 

2 

3 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: whatever 

4 whether it's reading the agenda or whether it's 

5 any other information about what's going on at the 

6 commission. 

7 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: And I intend to 

8 support commissioner McAlpine's amendment. so is 

9 there any further comments? 

10 COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: I, too, 

11 Mr. chairman, will support the amendment just with 

12 the caveat that we have a written procedural 

13 policy about how this will be handled and 

14 everybody knows what to do. 

15 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: We will now move 

16 on to the vote. All those in favor of the 

17 amendment signify by saying --

18 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Excuse me, 

19 Mr. chairman. Mr. Gazaway had a question. 

20 

21 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Mr. Gazaway? 

MR. GAZAWAY: So the public 

22 noticing for the public meetings is handled on the 

23 fourth floor through your administrative section. 

24 Is that who you're wanting to draft up some 

25 procedures? We're trying to understand where that 
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1 responsibility would go. 

2 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Well, it will 

3 ultimately land here, and whoever needs to be 

4 involved in that procedure will be involved. 

5 

6 

MR. GAZAWAY: Okay. 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: I'll send a 

7 note down, Rich. 

8 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: we'll now move 

9 on to the vote. All those in favor of 

10 commissioner McAlpine's amendment say aye. 

11 (Collective aye.) 

12 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Passes 

13 unanimously. 

14 And when we get through the rest of the 

15 regulation, I'm going to trust that you will have 

16 the specific citation for this first amendment 

17 that we officially voted on. okay. 

18 

19 

20 

MS. GRENN: Yes. 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Commissioner 

21 Wilson? 

22 COMMISSIONER WILSON: I have a 

23 comment on the other portion of this. 

24 

25 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: on subsection 
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1 (b). 

2 

3 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: You're on page? 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: I would like 

4 to see subsection (b). I'm on page 28 of -­

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: 75. 5 

6 

7 

8 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: Right. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: Again, notice 

9 of public meetings. I would like to see the 

10 language say we "will" post it on the commission's 

11 web site rather than "may." Because, as I 

12 mentioned earlier, it's my belief that a lot of 

13 people use the web site and rely on the web site. 

14 And I think they should be entitled to rely on the 

15 web site. 

16 we shouldn't be able to sneak in a public 

17 meeting that is not noticed on our web site. so I 

18 would like to make that mandatory. 

19 

20 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Second. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. It's been 

21 moved and seconded that we take the 

22 language "notice of a public -- a regular or 

23 special public meeting may" and replace it with 

24 "will." The "will" is the existing, is that 

25 correct, Jana? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

MS. GRENN: There is no mention 

the commission's web site in the existing 

regulation. 

THE COURT: There is no mention? 

MS. GRENN: Right. So what we 

would change is to say: Notice will also be 

posted at the commission's offices and posted 

of 

on 

8 the commission's web site. so we would take out 

9 the permissive "may" language on the web site 

10 portion of the regulation. 

11 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. IS 

12 there -- commissioner Pauli? 

13 COMMISSIONER PAULI: I don't know 

14 if this is the appropriate place to do it or if I 

15 need to make a friendly amendment. But the second 

16 sentence where it says "notice will also be 

17 posted," I think that the "also" should be deleted 

18 because it implies that there was something that 

19 was supposed to be done in addition to that. 

20 so it should just read "notice will be posted 

21 at the commission's office and the commission's 

22 web site." And that would, I think, take care of 

23 it. 

24 COMMISSIONER WILSON: I absolutely 

25 agree with that change. so I would amend the 
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1 motion to include that change. 

2 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. So read 

3 that -- notice will be posted at the commission's 

4 office and --

5 COMMISSIONER WILSON: And on the 

6 commission's web site. 

7 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: And on the 

8 commission's -- Jana, any downside to this 

9 proposed language from your conversations with 

10 staff or anyone? 

11 MS. GRENN: My only concern would 

12 be if the commission's web site were down and you 

13 were requiring yourselves to notice via the web 

14 site -- which is what the regulation would require 

15 you to do if you -- the Web site's down and you 

16 can't notice it, you fail to meet your notice 

17 requirements that you stated you would do so in 

18 the regulation. 

19 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Yeah. And if we 

20 had a special public meeting for some reason --

21 MS. GRENN: You have to post it. 

22 If you're going to -- this regulation deals with 

23 regular or special public meeting notices. so 

24 that's what subsection (b) is telling you, how you 

25 will notice those. According to Alaska statute on 
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1 open meetings, right now all you're required to do 

2 absolutely is post the notice in our offices and 

3 post it on the State online public noticing Web 

4 site. You're required to do that. Anything else 

5 is permissive by how you notice. 

6 so that's why I suggested using "may" for our 

7 web site, is it allows the commission to continue 

8 flexibly deciding how they would like to notice 

9 their public meetings outside of the mandatory 

10 requirements already in the statutes. 

11 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: And, in 

12 practice, we do put the notice on our Web site. I 

13 can't think when we have intentionally not done 

14 that. 

15 MS. GRENN: That's correct. It's 

16 normally always on the web site. 

17 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: And I would hate 

18 to see us get in a position -- because we've had a 

19 number of special public meetings -- and, say, we 

20 absolutely had to have a special public meeting, 

21 say, next Monday -- assuming it's not a holiday --

22 and here we are Friday and our site crashes; which 

23 it has. Then we would not be able to have it with 

24 the proposed amendment. 

25 Rich? 
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1 MR. GAZAWAY: These are your 

2 regulations. You have a waiver process. so, I 

3 mean, I think -- I don't disagree with you that 

4 it's problematic. But I would point out that you 

5 do have a waiver process. 

6 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. Well, as 

7 I said, our normal practice is meant to always 

8 notice. And I guess if you feel -- I mean, we'll 

9 take a vote. 

10 Any other comments? We will move on to the 

11 vote on the proposed language dealing with notice. 

12 Everybody understand what we're voting on? 

13 Let's go ahead for the vote. All those in 

14 favor say aye. 

15 COMMISSIONER PAULI: Which one? 

16 I'm sorry. I don't --

17 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. This was 

18 basically taking your language and making it to 

19 where we must post the notice on our web site as a 

20 component of what we're required to do for public 

21 notice, period. And if we have to change that, we 

22 have to go through a waiver process. 

23 MR. GAZAWAY: could I just reread 

24 the sentence that is at issue? 

25 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Go ahead. 
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1 MR. GAZAWAY: "Notice of a regular 

2 or special public meeting may be published by the 

3 commission in a newspaper of general circulation 

4 in the area where the meeting will be held and 

5 teleconferenced. Notice will also be posted at 

6 the commission's offices and may be posted on the 

7 commission's web site. Notice of a regular and 

8 special meeting will include the date, time and 

9 place of the meeting, general topics to be 

10 discussed or considered, and the location of any 

11 teleconferencing facilities that will be used." 

12 Is that the proposed language? 

13 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. 

14 commissioner Wilson? 

15 COMMISSIONER WILSON: Question: 

16 The online public notice -- the State's online 

17 public noticing system is not mentioned in here, 

18 but you've stated today that we're required to do 

19 that. we cannot hold a public meeting unless we 

20 put it on the state's Web -- on the state's public 

21 noticing system. 

22 so how are the next people when Jana is not 

23 here which may be very soon -- going to know 

24 that it has to go on the online public noticing 

25 system? 
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1 MR. GAZAWAY: It is in the 

2 procedure manuals for commission processes, is my 

3 understanding. we have drafted extensive manuals 

4 governing agency procedures in recent years. 

5 COMMISSIONER WILSON: So what the 

6 result will be is that if we don't pass the 

7 amendment I propose, we are going to our 

8 regulated entities and other members of the public 

9 are going to have to rely on the State public 

10 noticing system and not on our web site for notice 

11 of our public meetings because our Web site will 

12 be unreliable. 

13 CHAIRMAN PICKETf: It will be 

14 unreliable based on what? 

15 COMMISSIONER WILSON: Because we 

16 have to put it on the online public notice system 

17 or else we cannot hold a public meeting. But we 

18 don't have to put it on our Web site. 

19 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Does that 

20 take us back to "may"? The commission may post it 

21 on the web site. 

22 It's becoming fairly apparent to me that 

23 staff has given this much more thought than we 

24 have, and that they have come up with the wording 

25 that they are comfortable with and better fits all 
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1 situations. It allows us the ability to be -- at 

2 the risk of stating the obvious here, that we can 

3 be somewhat more lax. But at the same time, we 

4 have always made best efforts to provide public 

5 notice. And this gets us back to the use of the 

6 word "may. " 

7 we are going to put it on the state's web 

8 site. we're required to do that. And we may also 

9 put it on our web site. And we are also -- we 

10 have always done that. so I think that, given 

11 staff's level of involvement in this regulation, I 

12 would defer to their verbiage. 

13 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: I tend to agree 

14 with Commissioner McAlpine. I've been here eight 

15 years and I cannot think of a single special or 

16 public meeting that it has not been put on our web 

17 site. 

18 

19 

Any commissioner Rokeberg? 

COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: I'm curious 

20 about the request I brought up regarding public 

21 accommodations and so forth. Do we need to 

22 actually indicate that we will provide upon 

23 request the signers or interpreters or something 

24 to meet the public accommodation requirements 

25 under State and federal law or is that -- is that 
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1 assumed or how do we handle that particular item? 

2 Is it necessary to have to talk about that, 

3 or is there another regulation that -- or other 

4 requirement here that would satisfy that 

5 requirement? 

6 MR. GAZAWAY: Jana lS quickly 

7 perusing the regulation to find that language 

8 there. we do know that there's a standard entry 

9 on the bottom of each public notice with that kind 

10 of language. And that has been since before my 

11 time here, which is prehistoric days from the 

12 agency perspective. 

13 COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: That's what 

14 I'm assuming. I think there is under state 

15 statute. But, I mean, how does that fit and mesh 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

with our regulations? 

Is that assumed to be superior in a mandated 

requirement anytime we do a notice or what? 

MR. GAZAWAY: could you repeat your 

question? I'm not sure I follow. 

COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: Pardon me? 

MR. GAZAWAY: could you repeat your 

23 question again? 

24 COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: What I'm 

25 asking is: Is it necessary for us in our 
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1 regulation to reflect those requirements, because 

2 are they not handled elsewhere in the law? 

3 MR. GAZAWAY: There would be 

4 statutory requirements for public agencies that 

5 would address ADA requirements for the agencies 

6 that they must comply with. 

7 COMMISSIONER ROKEBERG: Maybe the 

8 Attorney General can help. 

9 MS. GREIDER: I'm sorry. My 

10 computer has crashed, so I can't pull them up 

11 right now. But it is not necessary that they be 

12 articulated in the commission's regulations. They 

13 are required in State statutes. And the phone 

14 number for those who are definitely able to call 

15 to ask for accommodation is on all of the notices. 

16 Thank you. 

17 

18 

19 you. 

20 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: With a name. 

MS. GREIDER: With a name. Thank 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Further 

21 discussion on the amendments before us? Does 

22 everyone understand what we're voting on? 

23 we'll move on to the vote. All those in 

24 favor of the amendment specify by saying aye. 

25 (collective aye.) 
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1 

2 

3 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Opposed? 

(Collective nay.) 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Three nays; 

4 commissioner Pauli, myself, and commissioner 

5 McAlpine. Two ayes; commissioner Wilson and 

6 Commissioner Rokeberg. 

7 commissioner Pauli? 

8 COMMISSIONER WILSON: I'd like to 

9 propose another amendment. 

10 

11 

COMMISSIONER PAULI: Go ahead. 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: Notice -- the 

12 sentence would read, "Notice will be posted at the 

13 commission's offices, on the State public 

14 notice -- on the online public noticing system of 

15 the State of Alaska, and may be posted on the 

16 Commission's Web site," so that people will know 

17 where they can go to rely upon when we will have a 

18 public meeting. 

19 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Is there a 

20 second for commissioner Wilson's amendment? 

21 COMMISSIONER PAULI: Second for 

22 purposes of discussion. 

23 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: It has been 

24 seconded by commissioner Pauli. 

25 Discussion? Commissioner Pauli? 
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1 COMMISSIONER PAULI: I appreciate 

2 what commissioner Wilson is trying to do by 

3 telling people, here's where you can go for the 

4 information. And I sort of question throughout 

5 the discussion, if our Web site's down, how do we 

6 get it on the state Web site? And I don't know if 

7 that would require somebody calling Juneau or how 

8 that would work. 

9 I have noticed, no pun intended, that the 

10 information is contained on our Web site of -- and 

11 I'm not sure that putting the "will" is going to 

12 change that. I think somebody who's aware of our 

13 web site will know that that's where they could 

14 go. I certainly would think that it would be an 

15 internal -- huge internal problem if it did not 

16 get on the web site, because that is the primary 

17 form of communication that people rely upon. 

18 But I don't think we should box ourselves in 

19 where we have to go through a waiver process on 

20 top of a short-term special public meeting, which 

21 would be my concern. so ... 

22 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Further 

23 commissioner discussion on Commissioner Wilson's 

24 proposed amendment? 

25 seeing none, we'll move on to the vote. All 

Northern Lights Realtime & Reporting, Inc. 
(907) 337-2221 



Page 44 
REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

Special Public Meeting March 25, 2016 

1 those in favor of commissioner Wilson's amendment 

2 signify by saying aye. 

3 (collective aye.) 

4 

5 

6 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Opposed? 

(Collective nay.) 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: commissioner 

7 Pauli, chairman Pickett, and commissioner McAlpine 

8 were nays. commissioner Wilson and commissioner 

9 Rokeberg were the ayes. 

10 so with that, we are with the post-comment 

11 staff-proposed regulation language, option two on 

12 page 28 of 75; is that correct? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

MS. GRENN: Yes. 

COMMISSIONER PAULI: Excuse me? 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Go ahead. 

COMMISSIONER PAULI: I would like 

17 to make a motion that the notice will also be 

18 posted at the commissioner's office. Delete the 

19 "al so" and state, "Notice will be posted at the 

20 commissioner's office." 

21 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: At the 

22 commission's office? 

23 COMMISSIONER PAULI: Commission's, 

24 yes. 

25 well, in your office. 
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1 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: No. 

2 so go ahead and help us understand exactly 

3 what you're 

4 COMMISSIONER PAULI: That the 

5 "also" -- because having the word "also" in there 

6 implies that there is one of these other things 

7 would be occurring as well. so, in other words, 

8 that notice 

9 

10 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Will be? 

COMMISSIONER PAULI: Yeah. And so 

11 I think that the "also" is not necessary and --

12 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. So your 

13 amendment would just delete "also." 

14 COMMISSIONER PAULI: From the 

15 second full sentence, which is the one that 

16 contains the addition proposed by staff. 

17 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. Does 

18 everyone understand commissioner Pauli's proposed 

19 amendment? Is there a second? 

20 COMMISSIONER WILSON: I second the 

21 motion. 

22 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: commissioner 

23 discussion on the motion? 

24 Seeing none, we'll move on to the vote. All 

25 those in favor say aye. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

(collective aye.) 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Opposed? 

(Collective nay.) 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Commissioner 

5 Rokeberg, Pauli, Pickett, and Wilson were the 

6 ayes. And commissioner McAlpine was the nay. 

7 so with that deletion, do you understand what 

8 the commission just decided? 

9 MR. GAZAWAY: Can I ask for 

10 clarity's sake --

11 

12 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Yes. 

MR. GAZAWAY: that the entire 

13 sentence be read back into the record so we can 

14 understand exactly what it is we'll be approving. 

15 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: "Notice of a 

16 regular or special public meeting may be published 

17 by the commission in a newspaper of general 

18 circulation in the area where the meeting will be 

19 held and teleconferenced. Notice will be posted 

20 at the commission's office and may be posted on 

21 the commission's web site. Notice of a regular 

22 and special meeting will include the date, time 

23 and place of the meeting, general topics to be 

24 discussed or considered, and the location of any 

25 teleconferencing facilities that will be used." 
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3 

MR. GAZAWAY: Yes, sir. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Is there 

4 anything else we need to discuss on page 28? 

MS. GRENN: Not on 28. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. 
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5 

6 

7 MS. GRENN: But since you guys have 

8 discussed notice of public meetings, I would move 

9 to page 29, which is making similar amendments to 

10 3 AAC 48.182(c), which is a notice of emergency 

11 public meetings. 

12 

13 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. 

MS. GRENN: Again, staff is adding 

14 in the permissive allowance for the commission to 

15 post on the commission's web site the notice of an 

16 emergency public meeting. And I don't know if the 

17 commission wants to have discussion about that 

18 outside of what you already have done in 

19 subsection (b). But, if not, we'll go forward and 

20 just go with the permissive. 

21 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: commissioner 

22 Wilson? 

23 COMMISSIONER WILSON: Just a 

24 question: Emergency public meetings must be on 

25 the online public noticing system or not? 
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1 MS. GRENN: Any public meeting of 

2 this agency must be on the online public noticing 

3 system. 

4 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Have you scoured 

5 it, commissioner Pauli, for an "also" in there? 

6 COMMISSIONER PAULI: Yes, I have. 

7 And there isn't one. 

8 

9 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Don't see one. 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: For a point 

10 of clarification, Mr. chairman, the word "also" is 

11 conjunctive and it doesn't add or detract from the 

12 sentence. Ms. Knudsen-Latta would probably back 

13 me up as would Gregg's Manual. 

14 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Point well 

15 taken. But at the end of the day, you got to 

16 count to five and get at least three. 

17 so any further commissioner discussion on 

18 option two, post-comment staff-proposed regulation 

19 on page 29 of 75? I will take that as the 

20 commission concurs with your recommendation. 

21 MS. GRENN: All right. And then, 

22 finally, I would have you guys look at page 31 of 

23 75, which is 3 AAC 48.183(a) through (e), which is 

24 actually the public meeting agendas themselves. 

25 This is discussing the notice of them. And, 
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1 again, we're -- staff is recommending that you 

2 allow the permissive ability to post on the 

3 commission's web site the agendas themselves. 

4 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Any Commissioner 

5 comments or questions about option one on page 31 

6 of 75, staff-proposed regulation? 

7 Any objections to the commission including 

8 this? seeing none, we will take that as 

9 concurrence with the staff recommendation. 

10 MS. GRENN: All right. So now I'd 

11 like to move your guys' attention to Exhibit 

12 JAG-2. There's a couple of comments we received 

13 on regulations that staff did not propose any 

14 amendment to that we would like to go over with 

15 you at this time. 

16 

17 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. 

MS. GRENN: so let me see here. 

18 All right. The comment we received is actually 

19 from the Rural coalition with regard to 

20 3 AAC 47.06S(c), which mirrors the existing 

21 regulations under 3 AAC 48.095(c)(l) through (4). 

22 And it actually discusses how an electronic filing 

23 may be rejected, specifically: If it's not in 

24 compliance with the requirements, that it not 

25 contain an excessive number of files, that it not 
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1 be excessively large, that it lacks the 

2 appropriate extension in indicating the filing 

3 type, or that it is corrupt or otherwise cannot be 

4 successfully read or processed by the commission, 

5 and, also, for good cause. 

6 Those are the reasons that the commission may 

7 reject an electronic filing that's submitted. 

8 That's in existing regulation. The Rural 

9 coalition suggested that this language was too 

10 vague, ~nd that if the commission's electronic 

11 filing system was unable to accept electronic 

12 filings above a particular size, that it should be 

13 incorporated into the filing system without the 

14 need of a regulation. 

15 They proposed that the commission strike 

16 

17 

48.065(c)(l) through (2) 

48.095(c)(l) through (2) 

which would also be 

and that the 

18 commission did not need a regulation to give it 

19 authority to reject electronic filings that are so 

20 large that the commission is technically unable to 

21 accept them. 

22 ENSTAR replied to this comment and suggested 

23 that specific number of files or other technical 

24 limitations that the Rural coalition suggested 

25 should be clarified in the regulation could be 
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1 included in the RCA's submission guide or included 

2 in the "other frequently asked questions" section 

3 on the commission's web site. 

4 Staff agrees with ENSTAR that including this 

5 information can be put in the submission guideline 

6 on the web site. And we do have technical 

7 specifications outside of those listed in the 

8 regulation in that submission guideline that's 

9 available on the web site today. 

10 Staff is concerned that putting explicit size 

11 limitations within the regulation may make it 

12 difficult to update what the commission can accept 

13 if technology advances where we're able to accept 

14 larger files or we can't and we have to do smaller 

15 files. Having it in the regulation saying we will 

16 only accept this size makes it difficult for us to 

17 be flexible and change how our system changes. 

18 so staff is not recommending any change to 

19 the regulation. But I did want to bring it to 

20 your attention that there were comments received 

21 on how the commission may reject a filing and what 

22 those rejectable reasons may be. 

23 Are there any questions? 

24 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Commissioner 

25 questions? okay. 
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1 MS. GRENN: All right. And the 

2 second item I'd like to discuss is on page 12 of 

3 JAG-2. It's listed under 3 AAC 48.095(a), which 

4 is electronic filing requirements. In general, 

5 this section just allows the permissive electronic 

6 filing of all communications with the commission. 

7 But the Rural coalition suggested in its comments 

8 that there was no language in the proposed 

9 regulation that states when a filing is received 

10 by the commission. 

11 They believe that all submissions to the 

12 commission should be deemed received at the moment 

13 they are submitted via electronic filing system 

14 and the standard should be the same throughout the 

15 proposed regulations. The rural coalition urged 

16 the commission to clarify that the filing is 

17 received upon submission, not upon review by 

18 staff, and that this process would be the same as 

19 the procedure recognized for paper filings. 

20 The AG replied to this comment and suggested 

21 that taking the Rural coalition's suggestions 

22 would inject uncertainty into the deadlines 

23 arising from a filing. For example, they cited 

24 that a utility could submit a filing that failed 

25 to meet the requirements of 3 AAC 48.275 but that 
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1 the commission would still have to accept the 

2 insufficient filing. The notice period of the 

3 filing would start, but the public would not have 

4 the information necessary to review the tariff 

5 filing. 

6 The AG stated that the effective date of a 

7 filing should be based on the date the commission 

8 determines that a filing is complete and not the 

9 instant the filing is -- the filer sends the 

10 document. 

11 so historically filings submitted t~ the 

12 commission on paper and electronically have been 

13 treated slightly differently. If you submitted a 

14 filing to the commission on paper, it would have 

15 been routed to records and filing staff for its 

16 date stamp. It's scanned and put into the 

17 electronic filing system as a .pdf, and then 

18 routed to appropriate commission section. 

19 In contrast, filings submitted electronically 

20 are reviewed by records and filing staff for 

21 compliance with the electronic filing requirements 

22 under 48.095 before being accepted into the system 

23 and routed through the commission for further 

24 review and analysis. staff concedes that the 

25 receipt of an electronic filing is subject to a 
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1 different level of review than a filing submitted 

2 on paper but believes the distinction is due to 

3 the inherent nature of the technology used to 

4 submit the filing. 

5 There are a number of different technological 

6 requirements that must be met in order for the 

7 commission to properly process an electronic 

8 filing. For example, 3 AAC 48.095(e) requires an 

9 electronic filing to be submitted in portable 

10 document format, or .pdf, and be text searchable. 

11 If the commission were to accept an electronic 

12 filing in some other format, it would require 

13 costly staff time and resources to reformat and 

14 process the filing before it can even be looked at 

15 by staff. 

16 Additional requirements such as electronic 

17 filings being submitted free of security settings 

18 are also important to the overall maintenance of 

19 the commission's electronic filing records. And 

20 these technical requirements are not necessary for 

21 the filings submitted on paper because they are 

22 scanned and processed by our own staff internally. 

23 Therefore, staff is not recommending any 

24 change to the regulation, but, again, this was an 

25 issue that was brought forward by commenters. 
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1 Are there any questions? 

2 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Commissioner 

3 questions? 

4 And I appreciate you identifying those areas 

5 like that 

6 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Just one 

7 comment. I had no idea that the various security 

8 settings affect the timing of our receipt of even 

9 normal e-mail. 

10 And, for instance, if you go on through 

11 outlook, I notice that I clear off all of my 

12 e-mails when I leave the premises -- that may be 

13 as late as 7:00 at night -- and I walk out the 

14 door. There are no unread e-mails on my system. 

15 And I come back the next morning and all of a 

16 sudden there's five e-mails that are posted from 

17 the previous day that are timed at 4:00-something 

18 in the afternoon. 

19 so I contacted IT about that. And I believe 

20 it was Kevin informed me that when you go in 

21 through Outlook instead of going onto the Web to 

22 get to your mail, the security settings go through 

23 that and cause there to be a delay in the 

24 delivery. And so if you want to be sure that you 

25 get immediate access to your e-mail, you should go 
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1 onto the web to access your e-mail rather than go 

2 through the outlook process that the state has set 

3 up with the various security settings. 

4 so I concur with staff's recommendation on 

S this for that one reason that has affected my 

6 life. 

7 CHAIRMAN PICKETf: Any other 

8 commissioner comments or questions? commissioner 

9 Wilson? 

10 COMMISSIO~ER WILSON: Just a 

11 question. Is that why electronic filings don't 

12 have a time stamp on them? 

13 MS. GRENN: All electronic filings 

14 should have a date stamp on them. 

15 COMMISSIONER WILSON: Date stamp 

16 but not time? Time of day? 

17 MS. GRENN: I think they are 

18 stamped internally within the system. And there 

19 is a way to access the time the filing actually 

20 came to our system, it's just not --

21 COMMISSIONER WILSON: But when we 

22 get the documents on the web or in STAR, it's 

23 not -- the time they were filed is not on them. 

24 MS. GRENN: correct. It's actually 

25 the time staff reviewed it and date-stamped it. 
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1 And that kind of leads into the next discussion I 

2 can have about the 5:00 p.m. receive time. 

3 COMMISSIONER WILSON: This was just 

4 a question. I didn't need to follow up with that. 

5 

6 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Lead on, Jana. 

MS. GRENN: Okay. The last one. 

7 This is on page 20 of JAG-2. And it deals with 

8 3 AAC 48.240(a), the delivery of a tariff. so as 

9 adopted today, all tariff filings will be 

10 permissively allowed to be submitted 

11 electronically or on paper with the commission. 

12 And part of staff's proposed amendment to 

13 this section was to state that electronic filings 

14 received tariff filings received must be 

15 received at least by 5:00 p.m. on a regular 

16 business day. And this was to make it coincide 

17 with the existing regulation under 

18 3 AAC 48.090(a), which states that docket filings, 

19 pleadings must be submitted to the commission by 

20 5:00 p.m. on a regular business day in order to be 

21 counted as received that day. 

22 Again, the Rural coalition commented on this 

23 believing that the 5:00 p.m. deadline was not 

24 necessary because filings submitted at 4:59 p.m. 

25 are no more likely to be reviewed on the same day 
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1 it was filed than a filing that was submitted at 

2 11:59 p.m. And they stated that the proposed 

3 regulations do not address when someone at the 

4 commission is able to inspect an electronic filing 

5 or post it to the commission's web site. so they 

6 should be able to extend the deadline from 5:00 to 

7 11:59. 

8 They also stated that a filing submitted to 

9 the Commission's electronic filing system any time 

10 on the date of the deadline should be sufficient 

11 to count as being filed on that day. Again, the 

12 AG replied to these comments and stated that 

13 allowing after-business-hour filing invites 

14 parties to game the system. 

15 They gave another example in a docket where 

16 simultaneous briefings are due. If one party 

17 decides not to work overtime and instead files and 

18 serves its documents at 5:00 p.m., another party 

19 could decide to use the additional seven hours to 

20 modify their briefing based on an earlier party's 

21 filing; and that the 5:00 p.m. deadline should be 

22 kept. 

23 ATT Alaska supported the Rural coalition's 

24 suggestion, and ENSTAR supported the AG's 

25 suggestion that the 5:00 p.m. deadline for the 
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1 submission of filings to the commission's 

2 electronic filing system will be kept. Again, 

3 historically the commission has date-stamped all 

4 filings, including tariff filings, as received if 

5 they are submitted prior to 5:00 p.m. on a regular 

6 business day. That's if it's electronic or if 

7 it's on paper. 

8 so if you show up at 4:59 at the commission's 

9 office with a tariff filing and you hand it to the 

10 front desk, they'll date-stamp it as received that 

11 day. If you submit electronically, you'd have to 

12 get the filing in before 4:59 p.m. If you got it 

13 in at 5:01 1 when records and filing receives the 

14 filing into the system, they'd see a 5:01 stamp 

15 that that's when it came into the system and they 

16 would date-stamp it for the following day. 

17 Staff --

18 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: can I throw an 

19 editorial comment in here? 

20 

21 

MS. GRENN: Absolutely. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: The concept that 

22 nothing happens between 5:00 and the next day 1s 

23 totally erroneous. I can think of numerous 

24 occasions, quite frankly, in the last couple of 

25 weeks in which I've been reviewing stuff that came 
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1 in at 4:59. And I get an e-mail version of it at 

2 5:03. And I know all the commissioners on the 

3 dais have experienced similar things. so just for 

4 a clarification in the record. 

5 MS. GRENN: Absolutely. Thank you. 

6 so while staff acknowledges that there are 

7 distinct review processes between an electronic 

8 filing and a paper filing, as we discussed 

9 previously, staff believes that allowing the 

10 electronic submission of filings up to 11:59 p.m. 

11 could create uncertainty in the deadlines arising 

12 from a filing. 

13 Further, a standard time by which all filings 

14 must be received by the commission, whether filed 

15 electronically or on paper, creates equality 

16 between the filing systems and doesn't provide an 

17 unfair advantage to anyone who chooses to file in 

18 paper as opposed to doing so electronica1ly. 

19 Additionally, maintaining the 5:00 p.m. deadline 

20 simplifies the commission's processes, and it's 

21 the same for every filing. It makes it easier for 

22 training purposes. we're not trying to train 

23 people on two different systems. 

24 so for that reason, commission staff did not 

25 propose any revision to the time a filing must be 
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1 submitted to the commission, and remains convinced 

2 that 5:00 p.m. for paper or electronic filing 

3 should be maintained in the regulations. 

4 Are there any questions? 

5 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: 

6 Mr. Chairman? 

7 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Commissioner 

8 McAlpine? 

9 COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Not to be 

10 redundant, but as recently as one week ago today, 

11 we received a filing at 4:59. It involved several 

12 hundred pages. And by Monday morning I know at 

13 least two commissioners sitting on this dais had 

14 read that filing in its entirety. so I would just 

15 reiterate what you said, Mr. chairman, that the 

16 4:59 deadline doesn't mean that we don't read it 

17 that same day or over the weekend if necessary. 

18 

19 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Mr. Gazaway? 

MR. GAZAWAY: I would just point 

20 out that -- I got to give Mr. Beard his props --

21 that Brian will stay late to get the filings to 

22 the commissioners that evening after they come in 

23 that day. 

24 

25 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Indeed, he does. 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Yes, he 
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1 does. 

2 COMMISSIONER PAULI: chairman 

3 Pickett? 

4 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: commissioner 

5 Pauli? 

6 COMMISSIONER PAULI: I see that the 

7 regulation is being amended from 4:30 to 5:00. I 

8 guess, why not keep it at 4:30 so that way 

9 employees aren't having to stay after 5:00 on a 

10 Friday to get e-mails to us that we need to do our 

11 work over the weekend? 

12 MS. GRENN: so currently in the 

13 electronic filing regulations 48.090 -- I think 

14 it's subsection (a) -- states that all docket 

15 filings that are filed electronically must be 

16 received by the commission by 5:00 p.m. The 

17 3 AAC 48.240(a) is dealing with tariffs. So we're 

18 trying to make the two mirror each other. 

19 

20 you. 

21 

COMMISSIONER PAULI: okay. Thank 

MS. GRENN: Everything, any 

22 communication with the Commission must be received 

23 by 5:00 p.m. We're making them all equal. 

24 MR. GAZAWAY: And can I add one 

25 thing? The previous reason for that change to the 
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1 filing was to match our business practices. since 

2 the front desk was open till 5:00, you could file 

3 in hard copy till 5:00 p.m. so the electronic 

4 filing deadline was moved to the same time frame. 

5 COMMISSIONER PAULI: Okay. Thank 

6 you. 

7 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Any other 

8 comments or questions for staff? okay. 

9 MS. GRENN: The only thing we have 

10 left to do, then, is to adopt the matrix, all the 

11 options. we could do them individually, or I 

12 think you could do them all at once with the 

13 exception of the regulations you did. 

14 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: What I would 

15 propose is we do it all at once with articulation 

16 of the amendments that we made this morning. And 

17 so I will make a motion and then have you read 

18 into the record the specific amendments. 

19 Is that okay? 

20 

21 

MS. GRENN: That is fine. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: I'm going to 

22 make the motion to the Commission that we adopt 

23 the proposed amendments to Title 3, chapters 47 to 

24 53 of the Alaska Administrative code as shown in 

25 Exhibit JAG-1 to expand electronic filings to all 
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1 non-docket-related proceedings and reports as 

2 amended this morning. 

3 Is there a second? 

4 

5 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Second. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: And for clarity 

6 for the record, go ahead and read the amendment. 

7 MS. GRENN: The only amendment you 

8 have this morning that was already voted on is for 

9 3 AAC 48.182 subsection (b). And it will now 

10 read, "Notice of a regular or special public 

11 meeting may be published by the commission in a 

12 newspaper of general circulation in an area where 

13 the meeting will be held and teleconferenced. 

14 Notice will be posted at the Commission's offices 

15 and on the commission's web site. 

16 "Notice" -- or it may be posted on the 

17 commission's Web site. I'm sorry -- "notice of a 

18 regular and special public meeting will include 

19 the date, time and place of the meeting, general 

20 topics to be discussed or considered, and the 

21 location of any teleconferencing facilities that 

22 will be used." 

23 Today you've also decided to amend 

24 3 AAC 48.182(d) to delete that regulation in its 

25 entirety. 
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1 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Do all of the 

2 commissioners understand the motion as amended 

3 before us here this morning? 

4 We'll now move on to the vote. All those in 

5 favor say aye. 

6 (Collective aye.) 

7 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Opposed? 

8 Passes unanimously. we will now close agenda 

9 item number two, R-15-002, and take a ten-minute 

10 break. 

11 (off record.) 

12 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: we are back on 

13 the record. This is the special public meeting, 

14 March 25th, Friday. It is now approximately 

15 10:30 a.m. we are on agenda item number three, 

16 R-15-006, In the Matter of the consideration of 

17 Revisions to Tariff Form and Filing Requirements. 

18 Jana, lead on. 

19 MS. GRENN: All right. so today 

20 before you, you have Exhibit JAG-3, which is a 

21 decisional matrix that came out of the technical 

22 conference the commission held in this docket. 

23 And today staff is recommending that the 

24 commission issue Exhibit JAG-3 and the proposed 

25 regulations in it for comment. 
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1 And, as you said, this docket is addressing 

2 general tariff form and filing requirements and 

3 actually came somewhat out of Docket R-15-002. 

4 When we were in the technical conference for that 

5 docket, a number of technical conference 

6 participants suggested there were concerns with 

7 existing tariff form and filing requirements and 

8 suggested that they be addressed. 

9 At the public meeting held on July 1st, 2015, 

10 the commission voted to open Docket R-15-006 to 

11 address these issues and scheduled a technical 

12 conference to convene on September 28th to discuss 

13 staff's proposed regulations. The technical 

14 conference was held on the date prescribed and 

15 included a number of industry representatives as 

16 well as the Department of Law, Regulatory Affairs, 

17 and Public Advocacy section, and staff members 

18 from various sections of the commission. 

19 In general, the participants at the technical 

20 conference were in consensus regarding the need to 

21 revise the commission's regulations and supported 

22 the vast majority of staff's proposed regulations. 

23 However, they did suggest that the regulations 

24 themselves could benefit from reorganization that 

25 would improve the clarity of the regulations and 
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1 consolidate the regulations that address similar 

2 issues. 

3 For example, 3 AAC 48.220, 48.240, and 48.280 

4 all discuss a tariff filing's proposed effective 

5 date, which at times has caused confusion and 

6 ambiguity within the regulations because different 

7 time lines are established in three different 

8 regulations. 

9 Based on the comments received at the 

10 technical conference, staff restructured the 

11 decisional matrix that was used at the conference 

12 and incorporated the participants' comments to 

13 address the organizational issues in the existing 

14 regulations. The revised decisional matrix, which 

15 is exactly what you have in front of you today as 

16 Exhibit JAG-2, was e-mailed to all the conference 

17 participants on December 10th, 2015. 

18 Staff requested that recipients inform the 

19 commission whether they believed an additional 

20 technical conference was necessary to discuss the 

21 proposed revisions or if they would be amenable to 

22 having the regulations issued for comment. The 

23 commission received four responses, all of which 

24 supported staff's proposed regulations and 

25 requested that they be issued for comment. so 
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1 that is why we are here today requesting that 

2 these regulations be issued for comment. 

3 What I'd like to do is go over three or four 

4 examples of what staff is proposing to do in these 

5 regulations so you get a sense of what staff 

6 what you'll be hearing comments on. 

7 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. Before we 

8 get into that, at a fairly high level just see if 

9 there's any commissioner questions as far as the 

10 process and specifically what it is you're going 

11 to be asking the commission to do. 

12 so commissioner Pauli? 

13 COMMISSIONER PAULI: I do not have 

14 JAG-3. I have JAG-1. And what I have marked as 

15 JAG-3 is an e-mail -- a copy of an e-mail. 

16 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Is that -- go 

17 ahead. 

18 MS. GRENN: That is correct. The 

19 e-mails that you have as JAG-2, -3, and -4 are 

20 being put into the record this way so that you can 

21 see what staff requested of the technical 

22 conference participants, what they responded to us 

23 with; so that they're in the record somewhere and 

24 not just in my personal e-mail inbox. 

25 COMMISSIONER PAULI: But the 
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1 appropriate decision matrix is JAG-17 

2 

3 

4 

MS. GRENN: That is correct. 

COMMISSIONER PAULI: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. Good. 

5 Other commissioner questions on this matter? 

6 Proceed. 

7 MS. GRENN: All right. So on 

8 Exhibit JAG-1, page 16 is where we start with 

9 3 AAC 48.230. This existing regulation deals with 

10 billing and contract forms and requires each 

11 economically regulated utility or pipeline carrier 

12 to submit to the Commission all routine billing 

13 and contract forms as tariff filings. 

14 staff is proposing to repeal the section in 

15 its entirety based on the comments we received in 

16 the technical conference. Participants, with the 

17 exception of the Attorney General's office, stated 

18 their belief that the submission of tariff billing 

19 and contract forms were unnecessary and created 

20 duplicative work for economically regulated 

21 companies. 

22 They also alluded to the fact that a number 

23 of their billing and contract forms are revised 

24 frequently -- for example, bill messages on the 

25 back of a monthly billing statement that you may 
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1 receive -- and could not be reg- -- and could 

2 include regulated and unregulated service. 

3 Further, they stated that this regulation has 

4 been interpreted by other Commission staff to mean 

5 that all customer applications, shut off notices, 

6 as well as main extension, line extension, and 

7 deferred payment agreements must be incorporated 

8 into a company's tariff; which has caused a 

9 significant amount of additional work for the 

10 utility and pipeline carriers as well as the 

11 commission staff that has to review these filings 

12 and recommend approval to the commission. 

13 They also stated that there were specific 

14 exemptions in the filing requirements with regard 

15 to competitive local exchange and interstate 

16 interexchange carriers, which are found in 

17 chapters 52 and 53 of the regulations, that don't 

18 require those types of utilities to submit these 

19 forms to the commission. 

20 In an attempt to better understand how the 

21 forms are actually used, staff contacted the 

22 Commission's consumer Protection, Tariff, and 

23 Administrative sections and requested they provide 

24 specific examples of how the commission uses these 

25 billing forms. And those are the e-mails you see 
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1 in Exhibit JAG-4. You're seeing what the 

2 responses were to staff. 

3 Basically, they indicated that a company's 

4 tariff billing forms were most often used to 

5 determine whether an electric utility was in 

6 compliance with specific service and safety 

7 requirements, to ensure that a company's billing 

8 and contract forms mirrored its actual tariff 

9 provisions, to verify that the regulatory cost 

10 charge was a separate line item on customer bills, 

11 and to investigate informal complaints. 

12 Staff believes that while these are all 

13 important things, the billing forms don't provide 

14 realtime information that would be useful in 

15 determining whether a company is currently in 

16 compliance with commission regulations or whether 

17 they're -- during the investigation of an informal 

18 complaint -- staff believes that if any of these 

19 companies were in non-compliance with these issues 

20 that the billing forms are used to investigate, 

21 that you would most likely see an informal 

22 complaint being filed which would open an 

23 investigation of the commission. 

24 And at that time, the CP section of the 

25 commission could request the actual billing form 
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1 that was sent to the person that is filing the 

2 complaint. That they could actually see the main 

3 extension agreement that was signed. That those 

4 forms are not realtime once they're encapsulated 

5 within the tariff and, therefore, don't provide 

6 the best information when you're doing an 

7 investigation of the utility for an informal 

8 complaint or for any other reason. 

9 I also found out that many of the forms are 

10 not reviewed on a regular basis, which leads them 

11 to be outdated. They're not required to be filed 

12 annually. It's up to the utility to file them 

13 with the commission when they change. And it can 

14 be insignificant things like code changes in how 

15 they do billing that changes on the billing form 

16 that sets in motion a requirement to file this 

17 billing form. And it does create a lot of work 

18 for the utilities and for commission staff. 

19 so that's why staff at this time is 

20 recommending that entire section will be repealed. 

21 It will be reenacted under addition -- a new 

22 tariffing provision. we'll keep the same 

23 numbering, but the requirements of that section 

24 will be no longer. And that's what we're going to 

25 be seeking comment on. 
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1 Are there any questions about that section, 

2 or would you like me to go on to the other 

3 examples we have? 

4 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Commissioner 

5 questions? 

6 so just for my own clarification, what we're 

7 going to be asked in terms of putting out for 

8 comment is on page 16 of 72, your R-15-006 

9 post-technical-conference staff-proposed 

10 regulation; is that correct? 

11 

12 

MS. GRENN: That is correct. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. Please 

13 proceed. 

14 MS. GRENN: The next section I'd 

15 like you to turn to is page 28 of 72 in Exhibit 

16 JAG-1. This deals with 3 AAC 48.270(a), which is 

17 tariff advice letters. The information in this 

18 section is used as a basis for the rejection of 

19 noncompliant tariff filings. For example, each 

20 tariff advice letter is required to identify the 

21 number of customers or shippers that will be 

22 affected by a proposed tariff revision as well as 

23 revenue impact. 

24 There's also specific statements regarding 

25 whether or not the proposed filing is for a new 
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1 service or not. Staff believes that the current 

2 language used to describe the required tariff 

3 advice letter information is confusing and has 

4 resulted in different interpretations of the 

5 regulation, which has caused an inconsistency in 

6 the rejection of tariff filings. 

7 And this was echoed by technical conference 

8 participants. Staff is proposing to amend this 

9 section by removing the specific filing 

10 requirements from regulation that do not aid in 

11 the understanding of a proposed tariff filing and 

12 replacing it with simplified language detailing 

13 exactly what information should be provided in 

14 every tariff advice letter and specific 

15 information that should be provided in tariff 

16 advice letters that accompany proposals for new 

17 service. 

18 Staff is also going to be moving some of this 

19 language into different subsections, so it's not 

20 just one big section that you have to read that 

21 covers multiple pages of the regulation. There's 

22 different subsections so it's easier to read. 

23 Are there any questions? 

24 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: commissioner 

25 questions? 
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1 so we'll be putting out for comment page 28 

2 of 72, the R-15-006 post-technical-conference 

3 proposed regulation; is that correct? 

4 

5 

6 

MS. GRENN : Yes. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: continue. 

MS. GRENN: The next section I'd 

7 like to go over with you is on page 46 of Exhibit 

8 JAG-2. This is 3 AAC 48.330(a) and deals with the 

9 format of tariff sheets. At the technical 

10 conference in R-15-002, a number of the 

11 participants supported revisions to existing 

12 regulations with regard to required tariff sheet 

13 boxes. 

14 I'm sure if you've ever seen a tariff sheet 

15 you know what I'm talking about, the box that 

16 surrounds the information actually in the tariff 

17 sheet. This is required by the regulation. And 

18 technical conference participants stated that it 

19 was extremely difficult to perform those boxes 

20 electronically, and that similar formatting was 

21 not required by other federal agencies that 

22 require the submission of tariff sheets. 

23 At the technical conference for R-15-006, the 

24 participants proposed that it also may no longer 

25 be necessary to require tariff sheet revision 
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1 numbers, and they believed that that requirement 

2 was too burdensome at the time. 

3 And they wanted to also know how staff 

4 actually uses the revision numbers when we see 

5 them on the tariff sheets. so staff believes that 

6 the tariff sheet revision numbers are useful in 

7 reviewing the historical revisions to a company's 

8 effective tariff and notes that both the Federal 

9 communications commission and the Federal Energy 

10 Regulatory Commission require revision numbers on 

11 tariff sheets in some format. 

12 so staff is not going to be recommending at 

13 this time that you issue for that you remove 

14 the revision numbers from the tariff sheets. 

15 However, we believe -- I believe that the existing 

16 tariff sheet requirements that mandate the boxes 

17 to delineate the different sections of the tariff 

18 sheet were probably originally developed when 

19 paper copies of tariff sheets were revised through 

20 typewritten edits, and it's no longer easily 

21 performed now in today's electronic age. 

22 while uniformity in the presentation of 

23 tariff sheets does provide a certain amount of 

24 value to the tariffs that are filed with the 

25 commission, staff believes that a modernized 
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1 approach with the format of tariff sheets may 

2 better serve the commission by providing utility 

3 and pipeline carriers with greater flexibility in 

4 the development and maintenance of their tariffs. 

5 And as long as certain elements of the tariff 

6 sheet remain in the requirements, such as revision 

7 numbers, effective date certificate numbers, the 

8 tariff sheets will continue to provide information 

9 to the commission. so we'll be recommending those 

10 changes to section 3 AAC 48.330(a). 

11 Are there any questions? 

12 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Commissioner 

13 questions? 

14 so state for the record what 

15 specifically you're going to ask the commission to 

16 put out for public comment. 

17 MS. GRENN: We'll be asking the 

18 commission to issue the regulations shown on 

19 page 46 for 3 AAC 48.330 under the column 

20 R-15-006, post-technical-conference staff-proposed 

21 recommendation. 

22 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. Please 

23 proceed. 

24 MS. GRENN: The final section I'd 

25 like to go over with you today is 3 AAC 48.400, 
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1 which is adoption notice. And this is on page 60 

2 of Exhibit JAG-1. This subsection provides 

3 specific language that must be used in adoption 

4 notice filed by a company seeking to assume the 

5 effective tariff of an existing utility or 

6 pipeline carrier. 

7 It requires an adoption notice to be filed 

8 when a utility or pipeline carrier or portion of 

9 one transfers their operating control from one 

10 company to another or when the legal form of the 

11 organization or name of the utility or pipeline 

12 carrier is changed. 

13 Traditionally the commission has only 

14 required an adoption notice to be filed when the 

15 name of the utility as it appears on the 

16 certificate of public convenience and necessity is 

17 changed due to a transfer, acquisition, or.name 

18 change since any other organizational revisions, 

19 for example the parent or grandparent corporation 

20 level changing, are not reflected on the company 

21 certificate. 

22 In order to ensure that the regulation 

23 reflects the Commission's actual practice, staff 

24 is proposing to amend 3 AAC 48.400(a) to clarify 

25 that an adoption notice is only required when the 
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1 name on the certificate of public convenience and 

2 necessity associated with the company's effective 

3 tariff is being revised. 

4 Are there any questions? 

5 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Are there any 

6 questions for Jana? 

7 And, again, just state for the record 

8 specifically what is going to go into the notice 

9 for public comment. 

10 MS. GRENN: Yes. Staff is 

11 proposing that the commission issue for comment 

12 the language used for 3 AAC 48.400(a) as shown on 

13 page 60 of 72 in Exhibit JAG-1. 

14 

15 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: okay. 

MS. GRENN: And the entire matrix, 

16 Exhibit JAG-1, will actually be all of the 

17 regulations noticed for comment. 

18 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: So is there 

19 anything else that you have? 

20 

21 

MS. GRENN: Not at this time. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Does the 

22 Attorney General have any comments? 

23 MS. GREIDER: No. Thank you, 

24 chairman Pickett. 

25 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: With that, I 
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1 will move that the commission issues for public 

2 comment staff's proposed amendments to Title 3, 

3 chapters 48 through 53 of the Alaska 

4 Administrative code as shown on Exhibit JAG-1 that 

5 address general tariff form and filing 

6 requirements. 

7 

8 

9 discussion? 

COMMISSIONER MCALPINE: Second. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Commissioner 

10 seeing none, we'll move on to the vote. All 

11 those in favor of the motion say aye. 

12 (Collective aye.) 

13 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Opposed? 

14 Passes unanimously. I believe that's all --

15 Rich? 

16 MR. GAZAWAY: Just the question: 

17 Do you want any specifics on reply and comment 

18 period and the duration, or do you want to just do 

19 the standard 30/30? 

20 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Does the staff 

21 have any recommendations? 

22 MR. GAZAWAY: I would say we're at 

23 the beginning of the statutory clock, so 30 days 

24 for comments and 30 days for reply would be 

25 typical. 
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1 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Okay. 

2 commissioner comments on the proposal from staff? 

3 I think commissioners would concur with that 

4 proposal. 

5 MR. GAZAWAY: We'd also like to 

6 make sure that we're going to release JAG-1 in its 

7 entirety and not just the proposed regulations. 

8 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Yes. With that, 

9 I believe we have completed agenda item number 

10 three. 

11 Is there other commissioner business that we 

12 must take up this morning? seeing none, agenda 

13 item number four is completed. 

14 Does the Attorney General have need for an 

15 executive session? 

16 MS. GREIDER: Chairman Pickett, 

17 there's no need for an executive session. Thank 

18 you. 

19 CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Is there a 

20 motion to adjourn at 10:46 a.m. this morning? 

21 

22 adjourn. 

23 

24 

25 

COMMISSIONER WILSON: I move we 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: Second? 

COMMISSIONER PAULI: second. 

CHAIRMAN PICKETT: All those in 
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1 favor say aye. 

2 (Collective aye.) 

3 CHAIRMAN PICKElT: Thank you very 

4 much for being here this morning. 

5 (Adjourned - 10:46 a.m.) 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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23 

24 

25 
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AFFIDAVIT OF NOTICE OF PROPOSED REGULATION 
AND FURNISHING OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

I, Rich Gazaway, Administrative Law Judge, of Regulatory Commission of Alaska, being sworn, 
state the following: 

As required by AS 44.62.190, notice of the proposed adoption of changes to 3 AAC 47.050-
3 AAC 53.750 addressing the implementation of electronic filing has been given by being 

(1) published in a newspaper or trade publication; 
(2) furnished to interested persons; 
(3) furnished to appropriate state officials; 
(4) furnished to the Department of Law, along with a copy of the proposed regulation; 
(5) furnished electronically to incumbent State of Alaska legislators; 
(6) furnished to the Legislative Affairs Agency, Division of Legal and Research 

Services; 
(7) posted on the Alaska Online Public Notice System as required by 

AS 44.62.l 75(a)(l) and (b) and 44.62.190(a)(l); 
(8) furnished electronically, along with a copy of the proposed regulation, to the 

Legislative Affairs Agency, the chair of the Labor and Commerce Committee of the 
Alaska Senate and House of Representatives, the Administrative Regulation 
Review Committee, and the legislative council. 

As required by AS 44.62.190, additional regulation notice information regarding the proposed 
adoption of the regulation changes described above has been furnished to interested persons and 
those in (5) and (6) of the list above. The additional regulation notice information also has been 
posted on the Alaska Online Public Notice System. 

Date: September L ~' 2016 
Anchorage, Alaska 

· · ·ative Law Judge 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this l~ay of September, 2016. 

-=~.&:I. ~~ DDOKAll CHUNG NOTAaY PUBLIC Notary Public in and for the 
M90r · 111 ~wMIOll-. State of Alaska , °';t;l 

My commission expires: rJi/A t?JT-lf e.. 



NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE ELECTRONIC FILING REGULATIONS OF THE 
REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

The Regulatory Commission of Alaska (Commission} proposes, in Docket R-15-002, to adopt 
regulation changes in Title 3 of the Alaska Administrative Code dealing with the expansion of 
electronic filing to all docket and non-docket related proceedings, including tariff filings and 
reports. Specifically, the Commission is considering expanding electronic filing to all 
communications submitted to the Commission and removing the current mandatory electronic 
filing requirements in formal docket proceedings, allowing for filings with the Commission to be 
submitted electronically or on paper. In addition, the Commission is considering whether it 
should require mandatory electronic filing of Regulatory Cost Charge (RCC} quarterly and 
annual reports. 

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including the potential costs to private 
persons of complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written comments to the 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska at 701 West 8th Avenue, Suite 300, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. 
Additionally, the Regulatory Commission of Alaska will accept comments via its website at: 
http://rca.alaska.gov/RCAWeb/WhatsNew/PublicNoticesComments.aspx. 

Comments may also be submitted through the Alaska Online Public Notice System, by accessing 
this notice on the system and using the "comment" link. Initial comments must be received no 
later than 5:00 p.m., on October 12, 2015 and should reference Docket R-15-002. Reply 
comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m., on November 12, 2015. 

If you are a person with a disability who needs special accommodation in order to participate in 
this process, please contact Joyce McGowan at 907-276-6222, toll-free at 1-800-390-2782 or 
TTY 907-276-4533 no later than October 5, 2015 for initial comments and November 4, 2015 for 
reply comments to ensure that any necessary accommodations can be provided. 

Since this is a regulations proceeding, commenters are not required to serve their comments on 
other entities or persons set out on the service list of this notice. Interested persons may 
request from the Commission copies of the comments filed in this proceeding. For a copy of the 
proposed regulation changes and related materials contact the Commission's Records & Filings 
Section at the above address or at 907-276-6222 or go to: 
http://rca.alaska.gov/RCAWeb/Home.aspx. Those seeking to obtain the materials at the above 
website must pick "All Open Rulemaking Dockets" under Top Searches and choose Matter 
Number "R-15-002." 

After the public comment period ends, the Commission will either adopt the proposed 
regulation changes or other provisions dealing with the same subject, without further notice, or 
decide to take no action. The language of the final regulations may be different from that of the 
proposed regulations. YOU SHOULD COMMENT DURING THE TIME ALLOWED IF YOUR 
INTERESTS COULD BE AFFECTED. Written comments received are public records and are subject 
to public inspection. 



Statutory Authority: AS 42.05.151(a), AS 42.05.254(g), AS 42.06.140(a)(5), AS 42.06.286(d), 
AS 42.08.220(b)(4) and AS 42.08.380(d). 

Statutes Being Implemented, Interpreted, or Made Specific: AS 42.05.151(b), AS 42.05.201, AS 
42.05.231, AS 42.05.254, AS 42.05.361, AS 42.05.451(b), AS 42.05.671(c), AS 42.06.250, AS 
42.06.286, AS 42.06.350, AS 42.06.430(7), AS 42.06.445(d), AS 42.08.240, AS 42.08.320(a), AS 
42.08.330(b), AS 42.08.340, AS 42.08.380, AS 42.08.400(d), AS 42.08.450(a)(2)(c), AS 
42.45.llO(g) and AS 42.45.170(a)(1). 

Fiscal Information: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to require an increased 
appropriation. 

DATE: August 28, 2015 
T.W. Patch, Chairman 



ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS NOTICE INFORMATION 
(AS 44.62.190(g)) 

1. Adopting agency: Regulatory Commission of Alaska 
2. General subject ofregulation: Electronic Filing Requirements 
3. Citation ofregulation (may be grouped): 3 AAC 47.050 - 3AAC 47.070, 3 AAC 48.020. 3 AAC 
48.025, 3 AAC 48.060. 3 AAC 48.090, 3 AAC 48.091. 3 AAC 48.095, 3 AAC 48.100. 3 AAC 48 .142, 3 
AAC 48 .182. 3 AAC 48.183, 3 AAC 48.220, 3 AAC 48.240. 3 AAC 48.270. 3 AAC 48 .275. 3 AAC 
48.280. 3 AAC 48.290. 3 AAC 49.060, 3 AAC 51.030, 3 AAC 51.040, 3 AAC 52.030. 3 AAC 52.070, 3 
AAC 52.300, 3 AAC 52.320, 3 AAC 52.330. 3 AAC 52.333, 3 AAC 52.358, 3 AAC 52.367, 3 AAC 
52.372, 3 AAC 52.380, 3 AAC 52.390, 3 AAC 52.450, 3 AAC52.470. 3 AAC 52.490, 3 AAC 52.504. 3 
AAC 52.506. 3 AAC 52.640, 3 AAC 52.660, 3 AAC 52.722- 3 AAC 52.726. 3 AAC 52.732. 3 AAC 
52.900. 3 AAC 52.930, 3 AAC 53.243. 3 AAC 53.245. 3 AAC 53.265. 3 AAC 53.290, 3 MC 53.320. 3 
AAC 53.330. 3 AAC 53.440, 3 AAC 53.460. 3 AAC 53.625. 3 AAC 53 .750 
4. Reason for the proposed action: 

( ) compliance with federal law 
( ) compliance with new or changed state statute 
( ) compliance with court order 
( ) development of program standards 
(X) other: (please list) Changes to electronic fil.ing procedures 

5. RDU/component affected: Regulatory Commission of Alaska 

6. Cost of implementation to the state agency and available funding (in thousands of dollars): 
Initial Year Subsequent 
FY 2016 Years 

Operating Cost 
Capital Cost 

$ 0 $_0_ 
$ 0 $_0_ 

Federal receipts $_0_ $_0_ 
General fund match $_0_ $_0_ 
General fund $ 0 $ _ o_ 
General fund/ 

program receipts $ 0 $_0_ 
General fund/ 

mental health $ 0 $_0_ 
Other funds (specify) $ 0 $_0_ 

7. The name of the contact person for the regulations: 

Name 
Title 
Address 

Richard Gazaway 
Advisory Section Manager 
701 W. Eighth Avenue. Suite 300 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Telephone 907-276-6222 
E-mail address richard.gazaway@alaska.gov 

8. The origin of the proposed action: 
X staff of state agency 

__ federal government 
__ general public 



___ petition for regulation change 
___ other (please list), _________ _ 

) 
/ 

9. Date: August 28, 2015 Prepar1<l by:__,_..,.__--L..:...........,1--....,..._/ ___ _ 
[signature] 

Name (typed) ..:.T..:...;.W~. P:....:a:.:.:c.t::::ch'"'------
Title (typed) ""'C=h=ai=n=n=an'"'------
Telephone: 907-276-6222 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION io .. sa 

STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Emma Dunlap 
being first duly sworn on oath deposes and 
says that he/she is a representative of the 
Alaska Dispatch News, a daily newspaper. 
That said newspaper has been approved 
by the Third Judicial Court, Anchorage, 
Alaska, and it now and has been published 
in the English language continually as a 
daily newspaper in Anchorage, Alaska, and 
it is now and during all said time was 
printed in an office maintained at the 
aforesaid place of publication of said 
newspaper. That the annexed is a copy of 
an advertisement as it was published in 
regular issues (and not in supplemental 
form) of said newspaper on 

August29, 2015 

and that such newspaper was regularly 
distributed to its subscribers during all of 
said period. That the full amount of the fee 
charged for the foregoing publication is not 
in excess of the rate charged private 
individuals. 

Signed 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 31st day of August, 2015 

~0kq5lr)J 
Notary Public in and for 
The State of Alaska. 
Third Division 
Anchorage, Alaska 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 

0 
Notary Public 

BRITNEY L. THOMPSON 
state o1 Alaska 

019 MY Oommlsslon Expires Feb 23, 2 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE ELECTRONIC FILING 
REGULATIONS OF THE REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

The Regulato!Y comm1ssron of Alaska (Commission) proposes, In 
Docket R·15-002, to adopt regulation changes In Tftle 3 of th.a Alaska 
Administrative €ode dealing with the expanSJon or electronic _filing to all 
docket and nori-docket related proceedings, Including tariff filings and 

· re)lorts. Specifically the commission Is considering expancUng 
eJectron1c flllng to afl c0mmunicatloris submitted to the commission 
and removing the cLlrr!)nt mandatory electronic filing requirement& ln 
fdrmal doc)<el proceedln~- . allowing ·rot fl lings With Ifie €omm1sston to 
be submitted etectroh!ca y or on paper. In add!t!on, the eommisslon Is 
considering whether It s ould require mandato!Y etecttonfc flllng of 
Regulatol;y cost Charge (RCC) quartetly and annuar repq[ts. 

You mat comment or:i the proposed regulatlon_ changes, Including the 
potenttal costs to private persons of complying with the proposed 
changes, by submitting written comments to the Regulatory 
Commission of Alaska at 701 West Sftf Avenue, Suite 300 Anchor-age, 
Alaska 995"01. Additionally, the Regulatory commissiofJ ol Alaska will 
·accept comments: via Its website at 
http://rea.alaska.govtRCAWeb/WhatsNew/PublicNotlcesCommenls.asp 
x. 

comments may also be submitted fhrough the Alaska Online Pllbllc 
Notice system, by accessing this notice on the sysfem and using the 
"comment"' link. lnftlai comments must be received no later than 5:00 
p.m., on October 12, 2015 and should reference Docket R-15-002. Reply 
comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m., on November 11, 
2015. 

If you are a person With a drsabllity who needs sgeclal accommodatloh 
In order to pa'rtlclpate Jn, this process, please- contact Jo~ce ,._,cGowan 
at 907-276-6222, ~1Hree at 1-800-390-2782 .or nv 907-276•4533 no 
later than October 5, 2015 for initial comments and November 4, 2015 
for replY. comments to ensure that any necessary accommodations can 
be .provlded. 

Since this is a regul11tions proceeding, commenters are not required to 
serve their comments on other entitles or persons set out on the 

· serv1ce list of this notice. interested persons may request from the 
commission copies of the comments flied In ttiis proceeding. For a 

, copy of the proposed regUfation ch11nges and related materials contact 
the c.omrn.ission's Recoras & Fiiings Section at the above address or at 
907·276-6222 or go t0: http://tca.alaska.gov/RCAWeb/Home.aspx_ 
!hose seeking to obtain the rnater:tals at the above website must plck 
"All open Rulemakltig Dockets" under Top searches and choose Matter 
Number "R-15·002." 

After the public c.omment period ends, the _comrnlsslon will elttier 
adoptthe proposed regulatlon changes or 0ther provisions.dealing yvlth 
the same subject wltfiout furt~er notice, or decide to fake no action. 
The language of the final rElgulatlons may be different from that of the 
PJ'.QpQsed regulations, YOU SHOULO COMMENT DURING THE TIME 
AUOWEO IF Y0UR INTERESTS COULD aE AFFECTE0. Written comments 
received are public records and are subject to public inspection. 

Statutory Authority: AS 42.05.151(a), AS 42.05.25400, AS 42.06.140(a)(5), 
AS 42.06.286(d), AS 42.08.220(b)(4) and AS 42.08.JSO(d). 

Statutes Being Implemented, Interpreted, or Made Specific: AS 
42.05.151(b), AS 42.05.201, AS 42.05.231, AS 42.05.254, AS 42.05.361, 
AS 42.05.451(b), AS 42.05.671(c), AS 42.06.250, AS 42.06.286, AS 
42.06.350, AS 42.06.430(7), AS 42.06.445(d), AS 42.08.240, AS 
42.08.320(a), AS 42.08.330(b), AS 42.08.340, AS 42.08.380, AS 
42.08.400(d), AS 42.08.450(a)(2)(C), AS 42.45.110(g) and AS 
42.45.170(a)(1). 

Fiscal Information: The eroposed regulation changes are not expected 
to require an increased appropriation. 

DATE: August 28, 2015 

T.W. Patch, Chairman 
Published: August 29, 2015 
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