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I. Introduction

DECISION 
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Agency No. 2019-000034 

Adal Raja applied for a real estate salesperson's license. The Real Estate Commission

(Commission) denied his application because seven years had not passed since he completed 

probation for his misdemeanor conviction for attempted fraud. Mr. Raja requested a hearing to 

challenge the denial of his application. 

The Alaska real estate licensing statute, AS 08.88. l 71(c), contains a time limited bar for 

real estate salesperson license applicants who have criminal convictions for fraud. Mr. Raja's 

criminal conviction for attempted fraud is subject to that same bar. The undisputed facts 

establish that seven years have not elapsed since he completed probation for his criminal 

conviction for attempted fraud. Consequently, he is currently barred from being licensed as a 

real estate salesperson. The denial of his application is upheld. 

II. Facts 1 

A. The Application

Mr. Raja applied for a real estate salesperson license on December 20, 2018.2 He 

checked the "Yes" box on the application to the question asking if he had been convicted of a 

crime. That question explains that the term "crime" applies to both misdemeanors and felonies. 3

Mr. Raja's application was supported by Keller Williams, a real estate agency.4 As part of the 

application process, Mr. Raja provided the Commission with a written explanation of his 

criminal conviction and copies of his court paperwork.5

Mr. Raja's court documents show that he was charged with originally charged with 

insurance fraud, a class C felony. As a result of a plea agreement, he pleaded guilty to and was 
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As a result, his conviction for attempted fraud should be, for the purposes of the licensing statute, 

be treated the same as a conviction for fraud. 

Mr. Raja was both sympathetic and credible. There was credible evidence 

demonstrating his trustworthiness. Regardless, even though his underlying conviction was for 

only a misdemeanor and may well have been a complete anomaly, an applicant with a 

misdemeanor conviction for attempted fraud, as with a conviction for fraud, is not eligible for 

real estate licensure until seven years after his sentence has been completed. "[T]he [licensing] 

statute does not provide the Commission with any discretion." 16 The statute also does not allow 

for a period of probation. It requires that Mr. Raja's application be denied. 

IV. Conclusion

Mr. Raja is barred from being a real estate salesperson until the end of July 2024. This

bar is mandatory, not discretionary, and the Commission is required to deny his application for 

Ii censure. 

Dated: June 12, 2019 

16 Weber, p. 2. 

OAH No. 19-0206-REC 4 Decision 






