Department of Administration
THE STATE
j ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
0 I
A ASKA 2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: John Grover Whitlock DATE: May 20, 2024
RESPONDENT: Paul Bauer

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2022 State of Alaska Primary and General Election.

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X Future Campaign Account

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: February 16, 2024
NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 1

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: March 15, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: March 26, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $50

PENALTY ASSESSED!: $25
RECOMMENDATION: Waive

(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant states that he has a good filing history.
2. Affiant states that the unreported information had a value of less than $100.

STAFE’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).
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1. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% if the person required to file has a good
filing history (no late filings in the immediately preceding 5 years).? Here, Mr. Bauer
has no late filings in the preceding five years; see the section below on the filer’s
reporting history.

2. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
if the civil penalty assessed when there is no significant harm to the public for not
having the information® A report does not cause significant harm when the unreported
amount has a value of $100 or less. Here, Mr. Bauer reported no activity on a future
campaign account that had a balance of $454.00. Because there the reported value
was less than $100 there was no significant harm to the public.

3. Based on his good filing history, because there was no significant of harm to the public,
staff recommends the penalty be waived.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2022 — State Primary / State General

2023 Future Campaign Account............. Late by 1 Day (Subject of Appeal)
Year End Report..............coooiiiinin Timely
7 Day Report (due on 11/1)....cccceevverennne. Timely
30 Day Report (due on 10/10).................... Timely
7 Day Report (due on 8/9).......ccceevevennnens Timely
30 Day Report (due on 7/18)..........ccoeuene. Timely

2020 — State Primary / State General

2021 Future Campaign Account ............... Timely
Year End Report (due 2/15) .......cceeeeeee. Timely
Year End Report (due on 2/16) ................. Timely
7 Day Report (due on 10/27)........ccueeuen... Timely
30 Day Report (due on 10/5)...................... Timely
7 Day Report (due on 8/11).....cceeuvevennennens Timely
30 Day Report (due on 7/20)............cc........ Timely
2 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)(i).

3 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4).
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ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $454.50

Income: $0.00
Expenses: $0.00
Debts: $0.00

Ending Balance: $454.50

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

X Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.* 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

X Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

X] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.’ 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

[ ] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.® 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

4
5

Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.

6 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(c)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

sence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
[ ] Ab db 1, unless th 1 1 d idabl h 1 fi
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(¢)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.” 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

X] Waived
[ ] Reducedby __to$

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

7 Value greater than $1000.
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Mr. Paul Bauer PRI I B B —

Notice of Violation — 2023 Future GampaigniAccount Disclosure Report ARhIVE
Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit MAR 2 6 2024
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law
: - APOC - ANCH [
Name of Appellant: Ly DA e (R L PMHCFAXELE

Office:

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):

[]30 Day Report [ ]105 Day Report  [_] Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[]7 Day Report [] Year End Report [] Independent Expenditure (15-6)
(] 24 Hour Report [ ] Registration (] Paid for By Identifier

[ Other: L ote $iliae oF 2893 Future Compdsn Acck
J

Specify year & election, if late report (e.g., 04 Primary, 03 Muni, etc.): QO ag\ G‘\FMEE Al

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths.

Statement:

I do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty issued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure
Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the
civil penalty should not be assessed:

g PBBC 0.365 (%ec \’\\5‘\\\5\\%@(}‘ O\‘\'\C},@\\ec\. ‘gﬂ\‘m@

Q}‘" , L

B -4

Certification:

[, the undersigned, certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge,
true, correct, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which

s/he does not %e true is guilty of perjury.
Signed/Date: i Q,«J ‘AA?@ oF // 2 3/ 2 ‘-\‘
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Notice of Violation — 2023 Futuré Campiigh Accouit Disclosite Report
2 AAC 50.865. Mitigating factors; aggravating factors
(a) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by up to 50 percent if
(1) a person required to file a statement or other filing

(A) has a good filing history; in this subparagraph, "good filing history" means

(i) no late filings in the immediately preceding five years; and

(ii) for groups, no more than $500 in non-administrative activity shown on the group's overdue
report; or

(B) is an inexperienced filer; in this subparagraph, "inexperienced filer" means a person required
to file reports under this chapter if that person has been subject to a registration or reporting
requirement for less than 365 days, or a person engaged in the person's first election cycle;

(2) a technical error at the commission, including a communication, facsimile machine, computer
program, electronic filing system, or other equipment problem may have contributed to the late
or incomplete filing;

(3) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value of $100 or less; or

(4) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value higher than $100 but no more
than $1,000, and a factor listed in (b) of this section also applies.

(b) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by a percentage greater than
50 percent, or waived entirely based on the following factors:

(1) the person required to file, or a family member of the person required to file, experienced a
personal emergency, including a call for military service, a natural disaster, a civil disturbance,
or an incapacitating illness that prevented the person from filing on or before the due date; this
mitigating factor is only available to a natural person;

(2) a significant cause of the late filing is commission staff error, including
(A) furnishing reporting materials too late for filing on or before the due date;

(B) giving incorrect oral or written information to a person required to submit a statement or
other filing; or

(C) failing to deliver required notices when due;
(3) a late or erroneous report included only administrative costs;

(4) a late or incomplete report did not cause significant harm to the public, and aggravating
factors under (d) of this section do not exist; for purposes of this paragraph, a late or incomplete
report did not cause significant harm to the public if

(A) the dollar amount missing from a form or disclosure is $100 or less;
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Department of Administration

THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 15, 2024

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, U.S. MAIL, & EMAIL
Paul Bauer

6244 Eastwood Ct.

Anchorage, AK 99504

pbauer@alaskan.com

RE: Notice of Penalty'
Late filing of 2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report

Dear Mr. Bauer,

You are receiving this Notice of Violation because you did not timely file your 2023 Future
Campaign Account Campaign Disclosure Report for the 2022 State General Election that
was due on February 15, 2024. Instead, the report was filed on February 16, 2024 (1 day
late). By law a maximum penalty of $50 accrues each day the report is late.> The maximum
penalty the Alaska Public Offices Commission could assess you is $50.°

Staff is reducing the penalty to 50% of the maximum civil penalty that could have been
assessed because the missing information had a value under $100.* Accordingly, the
assessed penalty owed is $25.00

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at
the address above; visiting our website® to make a payment by credit card; or you
may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the
date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single
payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or have any other question concerning
this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

2 AAC 50.855(a)

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).

2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

[ O N
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Mr. Paul Bauer Page |2
Notice of Violation — 2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report

2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred or the penalty amount assessed.® If you wish to appeal you must submit
the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this
letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the
Attorney General’s Office.”

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION | CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:

I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and

: L{/ ‘ . Z c,é correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Whi Paul Bauer Certified Mail
hn GFOVGI‘ . itlock . 6244 Eastwood Ct. U.S. Mail
Campaign Disclosure Associate Anchorage, AK 99504 Email

pbauer@alaskan.com

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit -
2 AAC 50.865 S U Epcke 3115124

Paralegal Date

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

9171 9690 0935 0310 8332 72

6 2 AAC 50.831(a).
7 2 AAC 50.895.
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THE STATE o ]
of Department of Administration
ALASKA ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
(_;L)‘VLRNL)R .'\vH_.KL L)UNLL‘.A.VY 2221 E. Northern LighTS Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 20, 2024
Via Certified Mail and Email
Paul Bauer
6244 Eastwood Ct.
Anchorage, AK 99504
pbauer@alaskan.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Mr. Bauer:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will review the matter of the civil penalty
assessed for your late filed Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by
telephone (1-907-202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please
notify our office if you intend to participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at
[9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do
not wish to present you appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal is
not removed from the agenda by a Commissioner, the Staff Recommendation will be
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the
approval of the consent agenda.

Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal.
Sincerely
ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

i UNitZock

ohn Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Encl: Proposed Findings and Order

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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Paul Bauer
Commission Meeting Notice

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:

I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Paul Bauer Certified Mail
6244 Eastwood Ct. Email
Anchorage, AK 99504
pbauer(@alaskan.com
9489 0178 9820 3021 0601 40

{gnature Date
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From: Microsoft Outlook

To: pbauer@alaskan.com

Subject: Relayed: FW: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 6:04:55 PM

Attachments:

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the destination server:

pbauer@alaskan.com (pbauer@alaskan.com) <mailto:pbauer@alaskan.com>
Subject: FW: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
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FW: Penalty Appeal /  Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

		From

		Whitlock, John G (DOA)

		To

		pbauer@alaskan.com

		Recipients

		pbauer@alaskan.com
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Department of Administration

THE STATE
j ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
0
A I ASKA 2221 E. Northem Lights Bivd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: Dyane Chung DATE: May 20, 2024
RESPONDENT: Simon Brown II

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate in 2020 City of Wasilla Election

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X Future Campaign Account!

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: February 29, 2024

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 14

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: March 15, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: April 11, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $700

PENALTY ASSESSED?: $700

RECOMMENDATION: Waive

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant states he ran for office in the 2023 City of Wasilla October Election and lost.

2. Affiant states he was unaware he had to file another report since he lost the election
and was no longer in office.

3. Affiant states it was not an intentional violation but a lack of understanding and
mistake.

STAFE’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

! Exhibit A, Future Campaign Report.

2 2 AAC 50.855(a).
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1. Mr. Brown created a future campaign account with surplus funds leftover from his
2020 campaign. In 2023, he ran for local office again as an exempt candidate and used
the funds from his future campaign account to pay for his campaign expenditures.
Although his 2023 was exempt from reporting its activity, he still had an annual filing
requirement related to his future campaign account.

2. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
when there is a unique circumstance to justify the reduction or waiver. Here, it is
reasonable to believe that based on his 2023 exempt filing status, Mr. Brown believed
he had no requirement to disclose the activity of his future campaign account because
it was used to pay expenses of his exempt campaign. Based on this unique
circumstance, staff recommends the penalty be waived.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:
2020 — City of Wasilla Election

30 Day Report......cccccuveeeeveciecieieeieeeee. Timely
7 Day Report.......cccoevveecieeienienieieeieeenee. Timely
105 Day Report ......ccceevvveveevenieiieieeeenee. Late (1/20/21)

2021- City of Wasilla Election
Year End Report...............ooooiiiiii. Timely

2022- City of Wasilla Election
Future Campaign Account..................... Timely

2023- City of Wasilla Election
Future Campaign Account..................... Late by 14 Days (Subject of Appeal)

ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $ 1,678.89

Income: $0.00
Expenses: $ 1,655.00
Debts: $0.00

Ending Balance: $ 23.89

STAFE’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

[ ] Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
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[ ] Inexperienced filer.> 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)
[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)
[ ] Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

[ ] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.* 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

[ ] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.®> 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

X A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(c¢)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

[ ] Absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(¢)(7)

3
4

Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.

> Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.® 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

X] Waived
[ ] Reducedby __to$

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

6 Value greater than $1000.
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ARRIVED | e

Sy

i I e ‘ 4-11-24 | o e
. Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit Apoe - anci |
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law e
Name of Appellant: 5;/47 (A /g PO e S
Office Sought: W%[/CL % Ci;um,,/ C ’CPC—\% ,'33_7,5) \\
PR

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):

[ 130 Day Report [ ]105 Day Report [ ] Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[[]7 Day Report [ ] Year End Report [ ] Independent Expenditure (15-6)

[]24 Hour Report [ ] Registration Paid for By Identifier |
[]Other: H23 %«Q CW!% coomd D e fatare, Kediry

Year & Election, if late report {e.g., 2020 Prlmary, 2020 Muni, ete.): 29213

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this. An affidavit is required only if you are
appealing the civil penalty or violation.

Statement: State why the reporting violation occurred or why you believe it did not occur and the
reasons the civil penalty should not be assessed (use additional pages if needed). I do hereby swear

and affirm that: 1/ i %e Lods, ﬂﬁ o
8%}’ o@b{;&%g@;/ 7:«’% Bzcm }
s "

z:@ja;dywwﬁfm /%fiﬁ mry.éi%f }J@) i acegaf <O

‘ ' . ¢/ o EM&/ .
a;é i:ai@;%ejﬁé M%@ 0otz 18 TINU 174 Cayed bd/di'w 7%%’ e

o A ferford picloadoon, bk « la<K g tomdlustrding
""ﬁ/{)é’c Wp/

Certification: I certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge, true,
cortect, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which s/he does

not believe to be true jg guilty of perjury.
Signed/Date: 2550 T % -~ 22 Cf/
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COMPLETED

Submission Date: 02/29/2024

Filer First Name: SIMON

Filer Middle Name:

Filer Last Name: BROWN

Filer's Title: Wasilla Councilman Simon Brown
Report Type: Future Campaign Account

Candidate Name: Simon Brown I
Candidate Address: 960 N Craig Stadler Loop
City, State Zip: Wasilla, Alaska 99623

Election Year: 2020

Election: Wasilla, City of

Report Type: Future Campaign Account

Reporting Period: From 02/02/2023 Through 02/01/2024

THIS PERIOD ENTIRE CAMPAIGN
Beginning Cash On Hand: $1,678.89
[+] U Previous Campaign Income: Campaign Income Total:
(From Box A of previous report) (Box A)
Total Income Reported: $0.00 [+]1= $0.00 =] = $0.00
] U Previous Campaign Expenses: Campaign Expense Total:
(From Box B of previous report) (Box B)
Total Expenditures Reported: $1,655.00 [+] = $0.00 =] = $1,655.00
=14
Closing Cash On Hand: | $23.89
14
Total Debts: | $0.00
[=]¢
Surplus/Deficit: ’ $23.89
Date Received Payment Method Contributor Details Amount

No Income / Nothing to Report

Income Total: $0.00
Date Payment Method Vendor Purpose Amount
08/17/2023 | Credit Card Inkspot Printing Campaign Signs and Posters $555.00

189 E Nelson Ave, Wasilla, AK 99654
Wasilla, Alaska 99654
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Date Payment Method

Vendor

Purpose

Amount

09/21/2023 | Credit Card

5431 E Mayflower Ln Suite 3
Wasilla, Alaska 99654

Alpha Media (KAYO - FM 100.9)

Radio campaign ads

$1,100.00

Expenditure Total: | $1,655.00

Date Incurred Name

Description or Purpose

Original Amount

Balance Remaining

No Debts / Noth

ing to Report

Remaining Debt Total:

$0.00

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals
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Department of Administration
THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 15, 2024
Via Certified Mail, U.S. Mail, and Email
Simon Brown II
960 N Craig Stadler Loop
Wasilla, Alaska 99623

simonbii@hotmail.com

RE: Notice of Penalty!
2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report

Dear Mr. Brown:

According to our records you did not timely file your 2023 Future Campaign Account
Disclosure Report for the 2020 City of Wasilla election that was due on February 15, 2024.
Instead, the report was filed on February 29, 2024 (14 days late). By law a maximum
penalty of $50 accrues each day the report is late.> Accordingly the assessed penalty
owed is $700.3

You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at the
address above; visiting our website* to make a payment by credit card; or you may pay in
cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the date of this letter.
If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single payment and wish to discuss
a payment plan, or have any other question concerning this matter, please contact the
APOC staff.

Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has occurred,
or the penalty amount assessed.’ If you wish to appeal you must submit the enclosed
appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this letter.

2 AAC 50.855(a)

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.
5 2 AAC 50.831(a).

N S
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Simon Brown
Notice of Penalty — 2023 Future Campaign Account

Page |2

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate

in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment or submitting
an appeal within will result in staff presenting this matter to the Commission for a final
order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

ohn Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
2 AAC 50.865

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

9171 9690 0935 0310 8332 96

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Simon Brown II Certified Mail
960 N Craig Stadler Loop U.S. Mail
Wasilla, Alaska 99623 Email

simonbii@hotmail.com

Ooton UMhittoc ke 3115124

aw Office Assistant Date

6 2 AAC 50.895.
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From: Whitlock, John G (DOA)

To: simonbii@hotmail.com
Cc: Chung, Dyane (DOA); Hebdon, Heather R (DOA); Sargent, Mike David (DOA)
Subject: Notice of Penalty

Date: Friday, March 15, 2024 8:59:01 PM

Attachments: 2l —

Good Evening,

Please find the attached document(s) being issued to you from the Alaska Public Offices
Commission. You will receive physical copies as indicated within the attachment.

Please note if there are any timeframes established to take action within these documents.
Should you have any questions, please contact our office.

Thank you,

John Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Alaska Public Offices Commission
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Phone: (907) 276-4176

Fax: (907) 276-7018

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its content and any
attachments may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information. It is solely
for the use of the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized interception, review, use, or
disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender and destroy all copies of the communication.
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Department of Administration
THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 15, 2024
Via Certified Mail, U.S. Mail, and Email
Simon Brown II
960 N Craig Stadler Loop
Wasilla, Alaska 99623

simonbii@hotmail.com

RE: Notice of Penalty!
2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report

Dear Mr. Brown:

According to our records you did not timely file your 2023 Future Campaign Account
Disclosure Report for the 2020 City of Wasilla election that was due on February 15, 2024.
Instead, the report was filed on February 29, 2024 (14 days late). By law a maximum
penalty of $50 accrues each day the report is late.> Accordingly the assessed penalty
owed is $700.°

You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at the
address above; visiting our website* to make a payment by credit card; or you may pay in
cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the date of this letter.
If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single payment and wish to discuss
a payment plan, or have any other question concerning this matter, please contact the
APOC staff.

Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has occurred,
or the penalty amount assessed.’ If you wish to appeal you must submit the enclosed
appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this letter.

2 AAC 50.855(a)

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.
3 2 AAC 50.831(a).
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Simon Brown Page |2
Notice of Penalty — 2023 Future Campaign Account

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment or submitting
an appeal within will result in staff presenting this matter to the Commission for a final
order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

ohn Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
2 AAC 50.865

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

9171 9690 0935 0310 8332 96

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Simon Brown II Certified Mail
960 N Craig Stadler Loop U.S. Mail
Wasilla, Alaska 99623 Email

simonbii@hotmail.com

Qokrr UMitPock. 3115124

aw Office Assistant Date

6 2 AAC 50.895.
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Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law

Name of Appellant:

Office Sought:

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):

[ 130 Day Report [ 1105 Day Report [| Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[]7 Day Report [ ] Year End Report [_] Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[ 124 Hour Report [ ] Registration [ ] Paid for By Identifier

[ ] Other:

Year & Election, if late report (e.g., 2020 Primary, 2020 Muni, etc.):

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this. An affidavit is required only if you are
appealing the civil penalty or violation.

Statement: State why the reporting violation occurred or why you believe it did not occur and the
reasons the civil penalty should not be assessed (use additional pages if needed). I do hereby swear
and affirm that:

Certification: I certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge, true,
correct, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which s/he does
not believe to be true is guilty of perjury.

Signed/Date:






2 AAC 50.865. Mitigating factors; aggravating factors

(a) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by up to 50 percent if
(1) a person required to file a statement or other filing

(A) has a good filing history; in this subparagraph, "good filing history" means

(1) no late filings in the immediately preceding five years; and

(i1) for groups, no more than $500 in non-administrative activity shown on the group's overdue
report; or

(B) is an inexperienced filer; in this subparagraph, "inexperienced filer" means a person required
to file reports under this chapter if that person has been subject to a registration or reporting
requirement for less than 365 days, or a person engaged in the person's first election cycle;

(2) a technical error at the commission, including a communication, facsimile machine, computer
program, electronic filing system, or other equipment problem may have contributed to the late
or incomplete filing;

(3) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value of $100 or less; or

(4) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value higher than $100 but no more
than $1,000, and a factor listed in (b) of this section also applies.

(b) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by a percentage greater than
50 percent, or waived entirely based on the following factors:

(1) the person required to file, or a family member of the person required to file, experienced a
personal emergency, including a call for military service, a natural disaster, a civil disturbance,
or an incapacitating illness that prevented the person from filing on or before the due date; this
mitigating factor is only available to a natural person;

(2) a significant cause of the late filing is commission staff error, including
(A) furnishing reporting materials too late for filing on or before the due date;

(B) giving incorrect oral or written information to a person required to submit a statement or
other filing; or

(C) failing to deliver required notices when due;
(3) a late or erroneous report included only administrative costs;

(4) a late or incomplete report did not cause significant harm to the public, and aggravating
factors under (d) of this section do not exist; for purposes of this paragraph, a late or incomplete
report did not cause significant harm to the public if

(A) the dollar amount missing from a form or disclosure is $100 or less;

(B) the dollar amount for the information missing from a form or disclosure is more than $100
but no more than $1,000, and the person required to file self-reported the error; for purposes of





this subparagraph, the error is self-reported if the person notified the staff of the error, but filing
the late or missing information without notifying the staff does not constitute self-reporting; or

(C) except for a disclosure that must be submitted within 24 hours under AS 15.13.110 or
15.13.040, the missing or incomplete information is readily available to the public through
another forum;

(5) the civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the
public for not having the information; for purposes of this paragraph, absent the presence of
aggravating factors in (d) of this section, an assessed penalty is significantly out of proportion if
it exceeds the value of the transactions that were not reported or were reported late, or, in the
case of seven-day or 24-hour reports, exceeds twice the value of the transactions that were not
reported or were reported late; or

(6) a unique circumstance justifies reducing or waiving the penalty.

(c) The commission will not accept any of the following as mitigating factors to reduce the
amount of a penalty:

(1) relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark, or submit the statement on or
before a due date;

(2) forgetting to file;
(3) being a volunteer;
(4) having no change in reportable information from previous filed statements;

(5) relying on the responsible person's staff to remind the person of the filing deadline or to
complete or file the report;

(6) being too busy to file;

(7) absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable, including travel for
a personal emergency, or weather-related travel problems.

(d) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be increased to the maximum amount
allowed under the applicable statute if a person required to file a statement or other filing has

(1) failed to substantially comply with financial disclosure requirements by omitting a significant
source of income, interest in real property, business interest, loan, trust, or other substantial
financial interest; in this paragraph, "substantial financial interest" means an interest with a value
greater than $1,000; or

(2) a poor reporting history; indicators of a poor reporting history include any of the following:
(A) more than one late filing in the immediately preceding five years;

(B) evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting;

(C) failure to cooperate with the staff;

(D) aviolation of any provision of AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 24.60.200 - 24.60.260, AS 39.50, or
this chapter in the preceding five years.






THE STATE

May 20, 2024

of A A KA Department of Administration
L S ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. Northerm Lights Bivd., Rm. 128

Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176
Fax: 907.276.7018

www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

Via Certified Mail and Email

Simon Brown

960 N Craig Stadler Loop
Wasilla, AK 99623
simonbii@hotmail.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice

Dear Mr. Brown:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will review the matter of the civil penalty

assessed for your late filed Future Campaign Disclosure Report.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by
telephone (1-907-202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please

notify our office if you intend to participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at
[9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

If you do not participate in the meeting, staff will send you a letter and
notifying you of the Commission’s decision.

a final order

Sincerely

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION | 960 N Craig Stadler Loop

Iﬁ::;hung pj W

Simon Brown Certified Mail
Email
Wasilla, AK 99623
simonbii@hotmail.com
5-20-24
S‘l//nature Date

Campaign Disclosure Associate 5 017 e

Encl: APOC Staff Recommendations for Commission Action

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals

Page 23 of 157


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzQ2OWQ3N2ItYjdhMS00NzMyLTk3MzktMDRmZDExNTFkNTBk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2220030bf6-7ad9-42f7-9273-59ea83fcfa38%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225da9b0e9-b823-4b90-a8d9-d23009804de5%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzQ2OWQ3N2ItYjdhMS00NzMyLTk3MzktMDRmZDExNTFkNTBk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2220030bf6-7ad9-42f7-9273-59ea83fcfa38%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225da9b0e9-b823-4b90-a8d9-d23009804de5%22%7d

From: postmaster@outlook.com

To: simonbii@hotmail.com

Subject: Delivered: RE: Commission Meeting Notice
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 4:33:56 PM
Attachments:

Your message has been delivered to the following recipients:
simonbii@hotmail.com (simonbii@hotmail.com) <mailto:simonbii@hotmail.com>
Subject: RE: Commission Meeting Notice
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RE: Commission Meeting Notice 

		From

		Chung, Dyane (DOA)

		To

		simonbii@hotmail.com

		Cc

		Hebdon, Heather R (DOA); Sargent, Mike David (DOA)

		Recipients

		simonbii@hotmail.com; heather.hebdon@alaska.gov; mike.sargent@alaska.gov




Department of Administration
THE STATE
j ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
0 I
A ASKA 2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: John Grover Whitlock DATE: May 20, 2024
RESPONDENT: Michael Cronk

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2020 State of Alaska Primary and General Election.

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
DX 2023 Public Office Expense Term (POET)

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: March 12, 2024
NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 26

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: April 1, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: April 2, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $1,300
PENALTY ASSESSED!: $650
RECOMMENDATION: Waive

(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant states that his late filing was an honest mistake that he will not make again.

STAFE’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).
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1. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% when the late-reported activity is less
than $100.2 Here, the late-filed report had no activity from the previous year and

therefore meets this criteria for reduction.

2. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
if the civil penalty assessed is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to
the public for not having the information® A penalty is significantly out of proportion
to the degree of harm when the unreported amount has a value of $100 or less. Again,
the late-filed report had no activity from the previous year and also meets this criteria

for reduction.

3. Based on the lack of reportable activity and harm to the public, staff recommends the

penalty be waived.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2022 — State Primary / State General

Year End Report (due on 2/15/23)............. Timely
Year End Report (due on 2/15/22)............. Timely
7 Day Report (due on 11/1)....ccccecevvenennnee Timely
30 Day Report (due on 10/10).................... Timely
7 Day Report (due on 8/9)........cccveveenenee. Timely
30 Day Report (due on 7/18).........ccoeuenee. Timely
Year Start......ccceevevereeeeieee e Timely

2020 — State Primary / State General

2023 POET Report .......ccevvnnennnn. Late by 26 Days (Subject of Appeal)
2022 POET Report......ccveeveeerieeeeieieenne Late by 1 day

2021 POET Report......cccveeeeverieeeeieieinne Timely

Year End Report.......ccoovevvveviieieniiieienee. Timely

7 Day Report (due on 10/27).........ccuceuu...... Timely

30 Day Report (due on 10/5)............c......... Timely

7 Day Report (due on 8/11).....cceeeveerennennens Timely

30 Day Report (due on 7/20)...................... Timely

2 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3).

3 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4).

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals
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ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $ 0.00

Income: $10,930.00
Expenses: $ 30.00
Debts: $170.00

Ending Balance: $10,730.00

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

[ ] Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.* 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

X Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

X] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.’ 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

[ ] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.® 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

4
5

Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.

6 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Hebdon, Heather R (DOA)
This is not the activity reported on his POET


Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(c)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

sence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
[ ] Ab db 1, unless th 1 1 d idabl h 1 fi
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(¢)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.” 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

X] Waived
[ ] Reducedby __to$ _

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

7 Value greater than $1000.
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Rep. Mike Cronk g Page |3

Notice of Penalty — Late filing of 2023 Public Office: Expense Term (POET) Report

. , . ) “ARRIVED |
Civil Penalty AppeaI_Affldawt 4122124
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law ||
Name of Appellant: MW’ Cﬂ’wﬁ/—
Office: S7ATE Hrust LERRES EwvTTIN 4
Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):
[]30 Day Report [1105 Day Report  [| Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[]7 Day Report [] Year End Report [ ] Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[]24 Hour Report [] Registration [ ] Paid for By Identifier

RlOther: 2027 (0T Lampaljn discltgure rego

Specify year & election, if late report (e.g., 04 Primary, 03 Muni, etc.): 2022 ot éhfr// 5/60/1'%

Instructions: Ifyou send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths.

Statement:

I do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty issued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure
Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the
civil penalty should not be assessed:

T be onwzﬂ: APoL rudes pre vowy Lonvulpdodl s Aild ent¥
fw PWL'_ 7"0 fa//nw MM&M, J DJV}{?L{/) m:r.fg’l_ﬁA

/ mort st
Aeadle are— fe Vu:‘bsh- bt Lol FHB st Lan W‘V
¥ Zﬂt ﬁr«c;& € =] 4 o~ M-Mf‘af
e gy 7o wonid hor ettty Pl e

bo ot compoa A '{, ﬁ weu 1
A a»-: ?t:wf;ja,( :.«\Z&WW/’?IJ I arf FhaA v ,omx/-fj rétf//fn//u/”/[
o redpzel as Phis vval «a brvee] myshuts Jhe F admr? to rakly

i nob nade aﬁ‘h/\._

Certification: ;fﬂ c el %A )

1, the undersigned, certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge,
true, correct, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which
s’he does not believe to be true is guilty of perjury.

Signed/Date: &~ %%Z B e ;//4 7/5?
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Department of Administration
THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

April 1, 2024
Via Certified Mail, U.S. Mail, and Email
Rep. Michael L. Cronk
PO Box 365
Tok, Alaska 99780
mcronk2020@gmail.com

RE: Notice of Penalty!
Late filing of 2023 Public Office Expense Term (POET) Disclosure Report

Dear Rep. Cronk,

According to our records you did not timely file your 2023 Public Office Expense Team
(POET) Campaign Disclosure Report for the 2020 State General Election that was due on
February 15, 2024. Instead, the report was filed on March 12, 2024 (26 days late). By law
a maximum penalty of $50 accrues each day the report is late.> The maximum penalty the
Alaska Public Offices Commission could assess you is $1,300.3

Staff is reducing the penalty to 50% of the maximum civil penalty that could have been
assessed because the missing information had a value under $100.* Accordingly, the
assessed penalty owed is $650.00

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at
the address above; visiting our website® to make a payment by credit card; or you
may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the
date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single
payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or have any other question concerning
this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

2 AAC 50.855(a)

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).

2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

[ O N
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Rep. Mike Cronk Page |2
Notice of Penalty — Late filing of 2023 Public Office Expense Term (POET) Report

2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred or the penalty amount assessed.® If you wish to appeal you must submit
the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this
letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the
Attorney General’s Office.’

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

ohn Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
2 AAC 50.865

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Rep. Michael L. Cronk Certified Mail
PO Box 365 U.S. Mail
Tok, Alaska 99780 Email

mcronk2020@gmail.com

4-1-24

gnature Date
9171 9690 0935 0310 8219 58

6 2 AAC 50.831(a).
7 2 AAC 50.895.

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals Page 31 of 157


mailto:mcronk2020@gmail.com
mailto:mcronk2020@gmail.com

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals

THE STATE

of Department of Administration
ALASKA ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. NO/{L“:;B%%@S&VS% S&} ig

Main: 907.276.4176
Fax: 907.276.7018

www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 20, 2024
Via Certified Mail and Email
Rep. Michael Cronk
PO Box 365
Tok, AK 99780
Mcronk2020@gmail.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Rep. Cronk:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will review the matter of the civil penalty
assessed for your late filed Public Office Expense Term (POET) Disclosure Report.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by
telephone (1-907-202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please
notify our office if you intend to participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at
[9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do
not wish to present you appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal is
not removed from the agenda by a Commissioner, the Staff Recommendation will be
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the
approval of the consent agenda.

Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal.
Sincerely

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

S WAL el
hn Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Encl: Proposed Findings and Order

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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Rep. Cronk
APOC Meeting Notice

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals

Page |2

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Rep. Michael Cronk Certified Mail
PO Box 365 Fmail

Tok, AK 99780

Mcronk2020@gmail.com

9489 0178 9820 3021 0601 57

Qlosn. UMl 5/20/24

ignature Date

Page 33 of 157




From: Microsoft Outlook

To: cronkforalaska@gmail.com; mcronk2020@gmail.com

Subject: Relayed: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
Monday, May 20, 2024 6:04:16 PM

Date:
Attachments: e ——

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the destination server:
cronkforalaska@gmail.com (cronkforalaska@gmail.com) <mailto:cronkforalaska@gmail.com>
mcronk2020@gmail.com (mcronk2020@gmail.com) <mailto:mcronk2020@gmail.com>

Subject: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
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Penalty Appeal /  Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

		From

		Whitlock, John G (DOA)

		To

		cronkforalaska@gmail.com; mcronk2020@gmail.com

		Cc

		Sargent, Mike David (DOA); Hebdon, Heather R (DOA); Chung, Dyane (DOA)

		Recipients

		cronkforalaska@gmail.com; mcronk2020@gmail.com; mike.sargent@alaska.gov; heather.hebdon@alaska.gov; dyane.chung@alaska.gov




Department of Administration
THE STATE
j ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
0 I
A ASKA 2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: John Grover Whitlock DATE: May 20, 2024
RESPONDENT: William “Bill” Falsey

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2021 Anchorage Municipal Election

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X Future Campaign Account

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: February 26, 2024
NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 11

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: March 15, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: February 27, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $550

PENALTY ASSESSED!: $137.50
RECOMMENDATION: Waive

(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

Affiant states that he has a good filing history.

Affiant states that the unreported information had a value of less than $100.

Affiant states that the late report disclosed only administrative costs.

Affiant states that there was no significant harm to the public and no aggravating
circumstances.

5. Affiant states that the commission failed to deliver required notices when due.

N =

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).
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STAFE’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

1. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% if the person required to file has a good
filing history (no late filings in the immediately preceding 5 years).? The 2021
Anchorage Municipal election was the filer’s first election. Prior to the late filed 2023
Future Campaign Account disclosure report, the filer had a perfect filing history where
he met all the required deadlines.

2. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
if the civil penalty assessed is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to
the public for not having the information® and when if the late report included only
administrative costs.* A penalty is significantly out of proportion to the degree of
harm when the unreported amount has a value of $100 or less.

Here, Mr. Falsey’s report satisfies both tests. The only disclosures made in the filer’s
disclosure report were monthly bank fees (bank fees of $5 were applied to the filer’s
Future Campaign account on 3/13/23, 4/11/23, 5/11/23, 6/13/23,7/11/23, 8/11/23, and
9/12/23). These fees appear to be administrative in nature and total less than $100 (in
this case, $35).

3. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
when a significant cause of the late filing is Commission staft error including failing
to deliver required notices when due.’ Respondent states that he did not receive any
notice regarding his 2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report, in advance of
the filing deadline. However, reminder notices are not required and are instead done
as a courtesy. Additionally, email notices were sent to the campaign’s email address
of record ahead of the filing deadline. Here, it appears that the email address of record
was no longer active, but it is the filer’s responsibility to keep an accurate address on
file by amending their registration when changes occur.®

4. Based on his good filing history, and because the penalty is out of proportion to the
degree of harm, and the report only disclosed administrative costs of $35, staff
recommends the penalty be waived.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2021 — Anchorage Municipal Election

2023 Future Campaign Account............. Late by 11 Days (Subject of Appeal)
2022 Future Campaign Account................ Timely
2021 Future Campaign Account................ Timely
105 Day Report ......ccceevvveveeieeieeieiieienee. Timely

2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)(i).
2 AAC 50.865(b)(4).

2 AAC 50.865(b)(3).

2 AAC 50.865(b)(2).

2 AAC 50.811(b).

[ NV R SO VR )
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7 Day RepOrt.....ccccecveieienieieieeeeeieienens Timely
30 Day Report.......cccecvevieveeeieieiereeieienens Timely
Year Start Report........ccceeevevievveniicieennnne, Timely

ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $ 5,000

Income: $0.00
Expenses: $ 35.00
Debts: $0.00

Ending Balance: $ 4,965

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

X Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.” 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

X Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

X Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

X] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.® 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

[ ] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.’ 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

7 Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

8 The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.

o Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty

exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(c)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

sence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
[ ] Ab db 1, unless th 1 1 d idabl h 1 fi
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(¢)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.'® 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

X] Waived
[ ] Reducedby __to$

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

10 Value greater than $1000.
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Falsey Notice of Deficiency Page |3

2-23-24
Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit | ARRIVED
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law | 2/27/24
Name of Appellant: William D. Falsey } pﬁﬁﬁjﬁéﬁ’g_ﬂ
Office: 2021 Anchorage Mayoral Election, Future Campaign Account

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):

130 Day Report [ ]105 Day Report [ ] Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[] 7 Day Report [] Year End Report [ ] Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[[] 24 Hour Report [] Registration [[] Paid for By Identifier

X] Other: _ Fidure e&l&pd-@ﬁ- Acovad Disctow e Eg’e..-‘(

Specify year & election, if late report (e.g., 04 Primary, 03 Muni, etc.): 21 Anch Muni

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths.

Statement:

I do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty issued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure
Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the
civil penalty should not be assessed: See attached.

Certification:

I, the undersigned, certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge,
true, correct, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which
s/he does not believe to be true is guilty of perjury.

Signed/Date: %&4.: .ZQ ‘ Z;{/
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To: The Alaska Public Offices Commission and Staff

From: William (Bill) D. Falsey
Date: February 27, 2024
Re: Civil Penalty Appeal —Possible Assessment for Late-Filed 2023 Future-

Campaign Account Disclosure Report

Commissioners:

I request that any civil penalty assessed in connection with the late-filing of my
2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report be waived, or significantly reduced.

I acknowledge that my 2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report was due
February 15, 2024, but was not filed until February 26, 2024. I ask staff and the
Commission to consider the following mitigating factors:

* Good filing history. Under 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1), a civil penalty may be reduced
up to 50% if a person has “no late filings in the immediately preceding five years.”

It is my understanding that I have a “good filing history,” with late filings in the
immediately preceding five years.

e Unreported information had a value of less than $100. Under 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2),
a civil penalty also may be reduced up to 50% if “any unreported . . . information
had a value of $100 or less.”

At the conclusion of the 2021 Municipality of Anchorage Mayoral election, I
established and timely reported a future campaign account with a balance of
$5000. That account has had substantially no activity since.

As reflected in my filing of February 26, 2024, I unexpectedly incurred monthly $5
bank fees on the account, assessed by Northrim Bank (under what I understand to
be a change in bank policy), from March 2023 through September 2023.

The total amount of activity on the account in 2023, and for the whole of the
February 2023 to February 2024 reporting period, was only $35, resulting in a
remaining balance of $4965. (And, of course, each of the $4965 had been previously
disclosed as part of the $5000 reported in my 2022 Future Campaign Account
Disclosure Report).
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* Late report includes only administrative costs. Under 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2), a civil
penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% percent, or waived
entirely, if the late report “included only administrative costs.”

As discussed in the previous bullet, and reflected in my February 26, 2024 report,
the late report discloses only $35 in aggregated monthly bank fees, each of which
was an “administrative cost.”

* No significant harm to the public, and no aggravating circumstances. Under
2 AAC50.865(b)(4)(A), a civil penalty may also be reduced by a percentage greater
than 50% percent, or waived entirely, where the late report did not cause
significant harm to the public, there are no aggravating circumstances, and the
dollar amount missing from a disclosure is $100 or less.

Here, the public was not significantly harmed by the short delay in knowing that
a future campaign account unexpectedly incurred $35 in bank fees in 2023. If the
harm that resulted from the late-filing at issue here is not the type of harm that can
be understood as “insignificant,” it is not clear what would be.

No 3 AAC 50.865(d) aggravating factors are present and, again, the undisclosed
activity amounted to less than $100.

* Failure of the Commission to deliver notices. Last, under 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2), a
civil penalty may also be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% percent, or
waived entirely, if a significant cause of the late filing is a Commission staff error,

including “failure to deliver required notices when due.”

I did not receive any written communication or notice from the Commission or
staff regarding my 2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Form, prior to being
forwarded from Emily Fehrenbacher a copy of an email that was sent by John
Whitlock on Friday, February 23, 2024 at 7:24pm to efehrenbacher@gmail.com and
to bill@falseyformavor.com See Exhibit 1.

Bill@falseyformavyor.com is a dead email account that has not worked for some
time —and I previously both: (a) informed Commission staff that I would not be able to
receive email at that address, and (b) asked that future notices be sent to me at my personal
email account.

I do not have a record of the communication in which I requested that future
notices be sent to my personal email account, but I believe it would have come in
response to the email I received from Darrian Traw (but signed “DiDi Dunlap”)
on February 11, 2022, attached as Exhibit 2. 1 no longer have access to the
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bill@falseyformayor.com account’s sent mail, but Outlook indicates that I replied
to the incoming email of February 11, 2022.

Whether the request came in the form of a reply to the February 11, 2022 email, or
was made separately by phone, I do specifically recall flagging this issue, and
requesting that APOC update its contact information for me.

I will renew that request by email and phone call to Commission staff today.

I apologize for the late-filed report, and appreciate the Commission and staff’s
attention to this appeal.

[To the extent that it allays any concerns, I can further disclose that I actually began
work on my 2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Form on January 8, 2024 (as
reflected in the email sent to myself at 2:55pm, attached as Exhibit 3), and had actually
intended to file the form then. I did not, only because I then realized that the reporting
period ran through February 1, so I could not file the form before that date. After
January 8, I must have missed or mis-calendared my reminder to file the form after
February 1 and before February 15. I will endeavor not to make the same mistake in
future reporting years.]

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Attachments
Exhibits 1, 2 and 3
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2/27/24, 3 55 PM Gmail Fwd Notice of Deficiency

Exhibit 1 Bill Falsey <bill.falsey@gmail.com>
Fwd: Notice of Deficiency
3 messages
Emily Fehrenbacher <efehrenbacher@gmail.com> Mon, Feb 26, 2024 at 9:01 AM

To: Bill Falsey <william.falsey@gmail.com>
Bill! Oh shit. | just got this from DOE. It looks like it went to your old mayoral email!

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Whitlock, John G (DOA) <john.whitlock@alaska.gov>

Date: Fri, Feb 23, 2024 at 7:24 PM

Subject: Notice of Deficiency

To: bill@falseyformayor.com <bill@falseyformayor.com>, efehrenbacher@gmail.com <efehrenbacher@gmail.com>
Cc: Lucas, Tom R (DOA) <tom.lucas@alaska.gov>, Hebdon, Heather R (DOA) <heather.hebdon@alaska.gov>

Good Afternoon,

Please find the attached document(s) being issued to you from the Alaska Public Offices Commission. You
will receive physical copies as indicated within the attachment.

Please note if there are any timeframes established to take action within these documents.

Should you have any questions, please contact our office.

Thank you,

John Grover Whitlock

Paralegal

Alaska Public Offices Commission

2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Phone: (907) 276-4176

Fax: (907) 276-7018

https //mail google com/mail/u/0/?ik 405c7a98f4&view pt&search all&permthid thread f 1791985434659275871&simpl msg f 17919854346592758
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2/27/24, 3 55 PM Gmail Fwd Notice of Deficiency

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its content and any attachments may
contain confidential and/or legally privileged information. It is solely for the use of the intended
recipient(s). Unauthorized interception, review, use, or disclosure is prohibited and may violate
applicable laws including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended
rec  ipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of the communication.

Emily Fehrenbacher
(907)330-4331
efehrenbacher@gmail.com

E Falsey Notice of Deficiency.pdf
478K

https //mail google com/mail/u/0/?ik 405c7a98f4&view pt&search all&permthid thread f 1791985434659275871&simpl msg f 17919854346592758 2/2
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Exhibit 2

Bill Falsey

From: Traw, Darrian T (DOA) <darrian.traw@alaska.gov>
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2022 4:25 PM

To: Traw, Darrian T (DOA)

Cc: Lucas, Tom R (DOA); Maddox, Tamara S (DOA)
e Filing Reminder: Future Campaign Account

Flagged

Good Afternoon,

You are receiving this email reminder because the Alaska Public Offices
Commission’s records indicate that you are a candidate, or are assisting a candidate who has a Future
Campaign Account report due before midnight, Tuesday, February 15, 2022.

You must submit this report(s) even if you had “no activity” during the reporting period.

To find the report, Sign into myAlaska, choose under services for individuals, “APOC - Disclosure
Forms”. At the welcome to APOC Forms Online page click on the word, “candidates” (ignore the drop
down you get when your cursor hovers over the word). This will take you to your candidate profile
page. Here, at the top, you will see the words, “Candidate Profile” with a box next to it where you can
choose the election year in which you created the POET and/or FCA account. When you choose the
appropriate file you will see a list of reports that are due in that profile. Choose the report you need to
file and begin filling it out.

Failure to timely file a disclosure report results in the assessment of civil penalties.

Please contact our office if you have any questions or concerns about your reports or your reporting
requirements.

Thank you,

DiDi Dunlap

Paralegal |

Phone: (907) 276-4176
Toll-Free: 1-800-478-4176
Fax: (?07) 276-7018

Alaska Public Offices Commission
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd STE 128
Anchorage, AK 99508

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals Page 45 of 157



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its content and any attachments may contain confidential and/or legally privileged
information. It is solely for the use of the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized interception review, use, or disclosure is prohibited and may
violate applicable laws including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender and destroy all copies of the communication
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Exhibit 3

Bill Falsey

From: Bill Falsey

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:55 PM

To: Bill Falsey

Subject: Notes for Future Campaign account filing

Sign into myAlaska, choose under services for individuals, “APOC - Disclosure Forms”. At the welcome to APOC Forms Online page

click on the word, “candidates” (ignore the drop down you get when your cursor hovers over the word). This will take you to your

candidate profile page. Here, at the top, you will see the words, “Candidate Profile” with a box next to it where you can choose the
election year in which you created the POET and/or FCA account. When you choose the appropriate file you will see a list of reports that

are due in that profile. Choose the report you need to file and begin filling it out.

Election

Begin Date | End Date Due Date

Status Actions

2021 Year Start Report Anchorage Municipal Election 2/1/2021  2/16/2021 Filed View
2021 Thirty Day Report Anchorage Municipal Election 21212021 3/5/2021 |3/8/2021 Filed View
2021 Seven Day Report Anchorage Municipal Election 3/6/2021 3/27/2021 3/30/2021 Filed View
2021 105 Day Report Anchorage Municipal Election 3/28/2021 7/5/2021 | 7/20/2021 Filed View
2021 Future Campaign Account  Anchorage Municipal Election 716/2021 2/1/2022 2/15/2022 Filed View
2022 Future Campaign Account  Anchorage Municipal Election 21212022 2/1/2023 2/15/2023 Filed View
2023 Future Campaign Account  Anchorage Municipal Election 2/2/2023 2/1/2024 2/15/2024 | Not Filed  Start

Click Here to add these to your schedule (use Import in Qutlook and choose the .ics file)

Northrim Bank
P.O. Box 241489
Anchorage, AK 99524-1489

Unexpected bank fee. Was charged from March 2023 to September 2023, until I worked with Northrim to eliminate the fee.

Start: $5000
End: $4965
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3-13 $5
4-11 $5
5-11 $5
6-13 $5
7-11 $5
8-11 $5
9-12 $5

William D. Falsey

Partner

Huth Reynolds LLP | huthreynolds.com
(907) 529-7096
bfalsey@huthreynolds.com

This email from Huth Reynolds LLP may contain confidential information, attorney-client privileged communications, and/or attorney work product. If you are
not the intended recipient, please advise by return email and delete immediately without reading or forwarding to others. Thank you.
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Department of Administration

THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 15, 2024

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, U.S. MAIL, & EMAIL
Bill Falsey

2200 Strawberry Rd, 220415

Anchorage, Alaska 99502
bill.falsey@gmail.com

RE: Notice of Penalty!
Late filing of 2023 Future Campaign Account Report

Mr. Falsey:

You are receiving this Notice of Violation because you did not timely file your Future
Campaign Account for the 2021 Anchorage Municipal Election that was due on February
15, 2024. Instead, the report was filed on February 26 (11 days late). By law a maximum
penalty of $50 accrues each day the report is late.> The maximum penalty the Alaska
Public Offices Commission could have assessed you is $550.°

Staff is reducing the penalty to 25% of the maximum civil penalty that could have been
assessed because this is your first election cycle and the report is your first late-filed report*
Accordingly, the assessed penalty owed is $137.50

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at
the address above; visiting our website® to make a payment by credit card; or you
may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the
date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single

2 AAC 50.855(a)
AS 15.13.390(a).
2 AAC 50.855(a).
2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).

https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx
PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

[ O N
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Bill Falsey Page |2
Notice of Violation — Late filing of 2023 Future Campaign Account Report

payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or have any other question concerning
this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred or the penalty amount assessed.® If you wish to appeal you must submit
the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this
letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the
Attorney General’s Office.’

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION | CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
fin UNALock

correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

n Grover Whitlock Bill Falsey Certified Mail
G. ove W toc ) 2200 Strawberry Rd, 220415 U.S. Mail
Campaign Disclosure Associate Anchorage, Alaska 99502 Ermail

bill.falsey@gmail.com

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit )
2 AAC 50.865 fon UNMle 3/15/24

aw Office Assistant Date

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

9171 9690 0935 0310 8333 57

6 2 AAC 50.831(a).
7 2 AAC 50.895.
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THE STATE

of Department of Administration
ALASKA ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. NO/{L“:;B%%@S&VS% S&} ig

Main: 907.276.4176
Fax: 907.276.7018

www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 20, 2024
Via Certified Mail and Email
Bill Falsey
2200 Strawberry Rd. 220415
Anchorage, AK 99502
Bill.falsey@gmail.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Mr. Falsey:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will review the matter of the civil penalty
assessed for your late filed Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by
telephone (1-907-202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please
notify our office if you intend to participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at
[9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do
not wish to present you appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal is
not removed from the agenda by a Commissioner, the Staff Recommendation will be
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the
approval of the consent agenda.

Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal.
Sincerely

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

S WALDsclb
ohn Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Encl: Proposed Findings and Order

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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Bill Falsey
Commission Meeting Notice Page |2

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Bill Falsey Certified Mail

2200 Strawberry Rd. Email
220415

Anchorage, AK 99502
Bill.falsey(@gmail.com

9489 0178 9820 3021 0601 64

Qokon UMitoclo 5/20/24

gnature Date
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From: postmaster@huthreynolds.com

To: Bill Falsey

Subject: Delivered: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 6:12:30 PM

Attachments:

Your message has been delivered to the following recipients:
Bill Falsey (bfalsey@huthreynolds.com) <mailto:bfalsey@huthreynolds.com>
Subject: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
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Penalty Appeal /  Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

		From

		Whitlock, John G (DOA)

		To

		Bill Falsey

		Cc

		Hebdon, Heather R (DOA); Chung, Dyane (DOA); Sargent, Mike David (DOA)

		Recipients

		bfalsey@huthreynolds.com; heather.hebdon@alaska.gov; dyane.chung@alaska.gov; mike.sargent@alaska.gov
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Department of Administration
THE STATE
f ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
0
ALASKA 2221 E. Northem Lights Bivd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149

Main: 907.276.4176
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018

www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: Dyane Chung DATE: April 18, 2024
RESPONDENT: Roger Holland

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — Year End Report

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X Year End Report

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: March 3, 2024

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 17

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: March 15, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: March 20, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $850

PENALTY ASSESSED!: $425

RECOMMENDATION: Reduce by 90%
(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant states campaign account has been zeroed out and has not received any
campaign funds nor has made any campaign expenditures.

2. Affiant states late report did not cause significant harm to the public because the dollar
amount missing from the report was less than $100.

3. Affiant states civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the degree
of harm to the public.

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
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4. Affiant states there are no aggravating factors.

STAFE’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

l.

A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% if the person required to file has a good
filing history (no late fillings in the immediately preceding 5 years)' and if any
unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value of $100 or less. Here,
Respondent has timely filed reports since 2020 and there was $0.00 activity on the
late-filed report.?

However, although Mr. Holland indicates he has zeroed out his campaign account, his
report still shows a significant deficit (-$15,063). This deficit should have been
reconciled after his 2022 campaign ended and still has not been addressed.

A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
the late-filed report did not cause significant harm to the public, and aggravating
factors do not exist.> Here, Respondent’s Year End Report was a no activity report.
But again, his reporting has not been reconciled and still indicates he has a campaign
deficit that has not been addressed and he continues to have an annual reporting
requirement because of this.

. Based on the available mitigating factors, staff recommends a 90% reduction of the

assessed penalty. Staff does not recommend a complete waiver because of the
significant and ongoing reported deficit that has not been addressed.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:
2020 — State General Election

Year Start Report.......cccoceeeveecveeiecieciienee, Timely
30 Day Report .....cceeveevevienieieecieeeee, Timely
7 Day Report .....cccccvevevieeeieieieeceeieieens Timely
30 Day Report .....ccccvevvevveiieieeiecieeeee, Timely
7 Day Report .....cccecveveviereeeeeieeeeeeeienens Timely
Year End Report ......ccovveveieieiieee, Timely
2022- State General Election

Year Start Report .......ccceevveecievcienieienne, Timely
30 REPOIt ..ooveieieieeeeeeeeeeeee e Timely
7 Day Report ......ccceevvveveeieiieiieieieeeee, Timely
30 Day Report ......ccoeeveveeeeeieieieeeeieienens Timely
7 Day Report .....cccevevevieeeeieieeeeeieieens Timely
Year End Report ......cocovvevieviiieiciiee, Timely

2023- State General Election
Year End Report.......ccooeeiieiiiienieieee,

ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals
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Beginning Balance: | -$15,063.04

Income: $0.00
Expenses: $ 0.00
Debts: -$15,063.04

Ending Balance: $ 0.00

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

X Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.? 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

X Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

X] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.> 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

DX] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.* 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(¢)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

2
3

Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.

4 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals Page 57 of 157



[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
X Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

[ ] Absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.” 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

[ ] Waived
[X] Reduced by 90% to $42.50

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

5 Value greater than $1000.
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COMPLETED

Submission Date: 03/03/2024
Filer First Name: Roger

Filer Middle Name: D

Filer Last Name: Holland
Filer's Title: Candidate/Senator
Report Type: Year End Report

Candidate Name: Roger Holland
Candidate Address: 16361 Sandpiper Drive
City, State Zip: Anchorage, Alaska 99516

Election Year: 2022

Election: State General

Report Type: Year End Report

Reporting Period: From 02/02/2023 Through 02/01/2024

NoO ACTIVITY
THIS PERIOD ENTIRE CAMPAIGN
Beginning Cash On Hand: -$15,063.04
[+] U Previous Campaign Income: Campaign Income Total:
(From Box A of previous report) (Box A)
Total Income Reported: $0.00 [+]= $3,465.00 [=] = $3,465.00
= Previous Campaigq Expenses: Campaign Expense Total:
(From Box B of previous report) (Box B)
Total Expenditures Reported: $0.00 [+]1= $18,528.04| [=]1= $18,528.04
=14
Closing Cash On Hand: | -$15,063.04
-1¢
Total Debs: | $0.00
[=]¢
Surplus/Deficit: | -$15,063.04
Date Received Payment Method Contributor Details Amount
No Income / Nothing to Report
Income Total: $0.00
Date Payment Method Vendor Purpose Amount

No Expenditures / Nothing to Report

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals
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Date

Payment Method

Vendor

Purpose

Amount

Expenditure Total: $0.00

Date Incurred

Name

Description or Purpose

Original Amount

Balance Remaining

No Debts / Noth

ing to Report

Remaining Debt Total:

$0.00

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals
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‘Holland | . Page|3
Notice of Penalty — 2023 Year End Report [ ..o AESEANY ‘

Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit |
|

AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law

Name of Appellant: EO CER /’/O LLAN D
Office: _ DTATE 5e~ﬂ—n>ﬁ_ DisTRIcT E R0

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):

[[]30 Day Report [[]105 Day Report [ | Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[] 7 Day Report X Year End Report [_] Independent Expenditure (15-6)
(] 24 Hour Report [] Registration (] Paid for By Identifier

[] Other:

Specify year & election, if late report (e.g., 04 Primary, 03 Muni, etc.): 02 GenNelht

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths.

Statement:

I do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty issued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure
Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the
civil penalty should not be assessed:

?/eme See AT?'FICHMENT 1

Tk

Certification:

1, the undersigned, certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge,
true, correct, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which

s’he does not believe to be true is guilty of perjury.
o Al d e 15,3024
74

SlgnedIDate
Fger Hollond
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ATTACHMENT 1
As requested, the reasons that this reporting violation occurred include:

1. lhad zeroed out my campaign account in an APOC Year End Report submitted on January
27, 2023 knowing that | would have no need of any further campaign funds as | was leaving
the pursuit of public office permanently and returning to private life;

2. 1had discontinued maintaining the campaign email account that APOC had on file
(VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com, | think), and any emailed reminders sent to that account
did not reach me. | have since updated my APOC file with my personal email account
(Rogery2k@aol.com) and my personal phone number (907-351-8277); and,

3. The mailed civil penalty notice was post-marked on February 23, 2024 which was the same
day that | traveled out of Alaska on personal business not to return until 4:00 AM on March
3, 2024. On returning home and catching some sleep after traveling through the night, |
checked my mail. Upon finding the paper-copy APOC notice, | immediately logged into the
system and filled out and submitted the required report documenting that | had indeed not
received any further campaign funds nor made any further campaign expenditures.

| appreciate that the civil penalty assessed against me has been reduced by 50% from $850 down
to $425, but | am requesting that the civil penalty of $425 be waived entirely, as allowed by APOC
regulations, based on the following factors:

1. My late report did not cause significant harm to the public because the dollar amount
missing from the report was $100 or less (actually, it was zero dollars);

2. The civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the
public for not having the information in that the assessed penalty ($425) exceeds the value
of the transactions that were reported late (zero dollars), and there were no aggravating
factors involved; and,

3. Aunique circumstance justifies waiving the penalty in that | have left public life and have
permanently returned to the private life of a private citizen. As the late report involved zero
dollars and there was no discernable harm to the public, the civil penalty assessed against
a private citizen serves no real purpose.

| did not realize that | was required to submit another APOC report just as | am still surprised that it
looks like | am expected to file yet another Year End Report by February 18, 2025. Is there a report
that | can submit to permanently end my continued requirement to file reports documenting that |
have permanently left the pursuit of public office?

Regards,
Roger Holland, Private Citizen (really!) ?2/’__ 03%%20 9:1

907-351-8277
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Department of Administration

THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 15, 2024

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, U.S. MAIL, & EMAIL
Roger Holland

16361 Sandpiper Dr.

Anchorage, AK 99516
VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com

RE: Notice of Penalty Assessment — 2023 Year End Campaign Disclosure Report

Mr. Holland:

According to our records you did not timely file your 2023 Year End Campaign Disclosure
Report for the State General Election that was due on February 15, 2024. Instead, the
report was filed on March 3, 2024 (17 days late). By law a maximum penalty of $50
accrues each day the report is late.! The maximum penalty the Alaska Public Offices
Commission could assess you is $850.2

Staff is reducing the penalty to 50% of the maximum civil penalty that could have been
assessed because the missing information had a value under $100.°> Accordingly, the
assessed penalty owed is $425.

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at
the address above; visiting our website* to make a payment by credit card; or you
may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the
date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single
payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or have any other question concerning
this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).

2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

O N
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Holland Page |2
Notice of Penalty — 2023 Year End Report

2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred or the penalty amount assessed.’ If you wish to appeal you must submit
the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this
letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the
Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
Z C%ur%

mhung

Campaign Disclosure Associate

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
2 AAC 50.865

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and correct
copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Roger Holland Certified Mail
16361 Sandpiper Dr. U.S. Mail
Anchorage, AK 99516 Email

VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com

Dyane Cheng 3-15-24

. . U .
C%palgn Disclosure Associate Date
9171 9690 0935 0310 8215 90

s 2 AAC 50.831(a).
6 2 AAC 50.895.
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THE STATE . ]
of A A KA Department of Administration
L S ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. Northern Lights Bivd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 21, 2024
Via Certified Mail and Email

Roger Holland

16361 Sandpiper Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99516
VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Mr. Holland:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will review the matter of the civil penalty
assessed for your late filed Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report.

I have enclosed the Staff Recommendation that will be presented to the Commission at the meeting for your
review.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by
telephone (1-907-202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please
notify our office if you intend to participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at
[9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do
not wish to present you appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal is
not removed from the agenda by a Commissioner, the Staff Recommendation will be
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the
approval of the consent agenda.

Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal.
Sincerely

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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Wechadd S,
Michael Sargent

Paralegal Specialist |
Campaign Disclosure Coordinator

Encl: Proposed Findings and Order

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals

Page |2

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:

I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Roger Holland Certified Mail
16361 Sandpiper Dr. Email
Anchorage, AK 99516
VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com
9489 0178 9820 3021 0602 56

Wechadd Sargent: 0521.2024
Signature ’ Date
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From: Whitlock, John G (DOA)

To: Whitlock, John G (DOA)

Subject: FW: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 8:39:52 AM

Attachments:

From: Microsoft Outlook

<MicrosoftExchange329e71ec88ae4615bbc36abbece41109e @stateofalaska.onmicrosoft.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 8:04 AM

To: VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com <VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com>
Subject: Relayed: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification
was sent by the destination server:

VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com (VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com

Subject: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
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Penalty Appeal /  Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

		From

		Sargent, Mike David (DOA)

		To

		VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com

		Cc

		Hebdon, Heather R (DOA); Whitlock, John G (DOA); Chung, Dyane (DOA)

		Recipients

		VoteRogerHolland@gmail.com; heather.hebdon@alaska.gov; john.whitlock@alaska.gov; dyane.chung@alaska.gov
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Department of Administration
THE STATE
ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

0 I
jA ASKA 2221 E. Northemn Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: John Grover Whitlock DATE: May 21, 2024
RESPONDENT: Stephanie Nowers

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2022 Year End Disclosure Report

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X] Year End Report

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: April 3, 2024
NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 48

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: April 17,2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: May 2, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $2,400
PENALTY ASSESSED!: $1,200
RECOMMENDATION: Waive

(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant states that the civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the
degree of harm to the public for not having this information.

2. Affiant states that the late filing of her Year End report does not significantly harm the
public as the unreported information was less than $100.

STAFE’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).
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1. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
if the civil penalty assessed is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to
the public for not having the information® A penalty is significantly out of proportion
to the degree of harm if the penalty exceeds twice the value of the transaction that was
reported late. Here, the penalty is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm
because the late-reported transaction was $0 and the resulting penalty was $1,200.00.

2. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
when the late report included only administrative costs.? Here, the report did not report
any activity; the beginning cash on hand was $349.76 and the ending balance was
$349.76.

3. Based on the lack of reportable activity and harm to the public, staff recommends the
penalty be waived.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2022 — Matanuska-Susitna Borough Election

2023 Year End Report.........cccceeeveeveennnee. Late by 48 days (Subject to this appeal)
105 Day Report .....ccceeceeeievienieieieienee, Late

7 Day Report.......ccceeevveviievieeieeieeieceieenne, Timely

30 Day Report.......ccevveeeeeeierieeeeieieeens Timely

Year End Report.......cccooeeveieniinieieee Timely
105 Day Report .....c.cceeeeeeeeieierieieieieee Timely
7 Day Report.......ccceeeveeiieciieieeieeieieeienee Timely
30 Day Report.......ccevveeeeeveieeceeeieeens Timely
2 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5).
3 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3).
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ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $ 349.76

Income: $0.00
Expenses: $ 0.00
Debts: $0.00

Ending Balance: $ 349.76

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

[ ] Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.* 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

X Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

[ ] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.’ 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

X The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.® 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

4
5

Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.

6 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(c)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

sence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
[ ] Ab db 1, unless th 1 1 d idabl h 1 fi
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(¢)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.” 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

X] Waived

[ ] Reduced by percent to $

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

7 Value greater than $1000.
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Stephanie Nowers Page |3
Notice of Penalty — Late filing of 2023 Year End Report

ARRIVED
Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit 5-2-24
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law _ oMACrRED
Name of Appellant: Stephanie Nowers
Office: Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly
Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):
[]30 Day Report [ ]105 Day Report [ ] Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[]7 Day Report Year End Report [_] Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[] 24 Hour Report [] Registration [[] Paid for By Identifier
[] other:

Specify year & election, if late report (e.g., 04 Primary, 03 Muni, etc.): 22 Mat-Su Assembly

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths.

Statement:

I do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty 1ssued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure
Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the
civil penalty should not be assessed:

| ask for the penalty of $1,200 to be waived or reduced to $100 due to the following mitigating factors provided
for unider 2AAC 50.865:

1) (b) (4) (A) - The late réport did not cause significant harm to the public as the amount of the unreporied
information was less than $100. The actual unreported amount was $0

2) (b) (5) - The civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the public for
not having the information. In this case, the penalty of $1,200 significantly exceeds and is far out of proportion
to the late reported information of $0.

3) Lastly, | appreciate the work of the AK Public Offices Commission and would just note as a matter of record
that | filed the report within & hours of being notified of the deficiency.

Certification:

I, the undersigned, certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge,
true, correct, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which
s/he does not believe to be true is guilty of perjury.

Signed/Date: g C,;/ /(A, / ;“2 'g‘/

/
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Department of Administration

THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

April 17, 2024
Via Certified Mail, U.S. Mail, and Email
Stephanie Nowers
PO Box 3895
Palmer, AK 99645
stephanie.nowers@gmail.com

RE: Notice of Penalty!
Late filing of 2023 Year End Disclosure Report

Dear Ms. Nowers,

According to our records you did not timely file your 2023 Year End Disclosure Report
for the 2022 Mat-Su Borough Election that was due on February 15, 2024. Instead, the
report was filed on April 3, 2024 (48 days late). By law a maximum penalty of $50 accrues
each day the report is late.> The maximum penalty the Alaska Public Offices Commission
could assess you is $2,400.00.°

Staff is reducing the penalty to 50% of the maximum civil penalty that could have been
assessed because the missing information had a value under $100.* Accordingly, the
assessed penalty owed is $1.200.00

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at
the address above; visiting our website® to make a payment by credit card; or you
may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the
date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single
payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or have any other question concerning
this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

2 AAC 50.855(a)

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).

2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

[ O N
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2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred or the penalty amount assessed.® If you wish to appeal you must submit
the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this
letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the
Attorney General’s Office.’

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.
Thank you,

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

ohn Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
2 AAC 50.865

cc: Candidate File

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and correct
copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Stephanie Nowers Certified
PO Box 3895 Mail
Palmer, AK 99645 U.S.
stephanie.nowers@gmail.com Mail
Email

9489 0178 9820 3021 0507 69

%ralegal Date

6 2 AAC 50.831(a).
7 2 AAC 50.895.
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THE STATE o ]
of Department of Administration
ALASKA ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
(_;L)‘VLRNL)R .'\vH_.KL L)UNLL‘.A.VY 2221 E. Northern LighTS Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 21, 2024
Via Certified Mail and Email
Stephanie Nowers
PO Box 3895
Palmer, AK 99645
Stephanie.nowers@gmail.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Ms. Nowers:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will review the matter of the civil penalty
assessed for your late filed Year End Campaign Disclosure Report.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by
telephone (1-907-202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please
notify our office if you intend to participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at
[9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do
not wish to present you appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal is
not removed from the agenda by a Commissioner, the Staff Recommendation will be
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the
approval of the consent agenda.

Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal.
Sincerely

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

hn Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Encl: Staff Recommendation

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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Stephanie Nowers
Commission Meeting Notice Page |2

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Stephanie Nowers Certified Mail
PO Box 3895 Email
Palmer, AK 99645

Stephanie.nowers@gmail.com

9489 0178 9820 3021 0602 94

Sg% hature Date
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From: Microsoft Outlook
To: stephanie nowers

Subject: Relayed: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 5:10:49 PM
Attachments:

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the destination server:
stephanie nowers (stephanie.nowers@gmail.com) <mailto:stephanie.nowers@gmail.com>
Subject: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals
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Penalty Appeal /  Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

		From

		Whitlock, John G (DOA)

		To

		stephanie nowers

		Cc

		Hebdon, Heather R (DOA); Sargent, Mike David (DOA); Chung, Dyane (DOA)

		Recipients

		stephanie.nowers@gmail.com; heather.hebdon@alaska.gov; mike.sargent@alaska.gov; dyane.chung@alaska.gov




Department of Administration
THE STATE
ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

0 I
jA ASKA 2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: John Grover Whitlock DATE: May 20, 2024
RESPONDENT: Daniel Saddler

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X] Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2022 State of Alaska Primary and General Election

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X Year End Report

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: February 28, 2024
NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 13

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: March 18, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: April 3, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $650

PENALTY ASSESSED!: $650
RECOMMENDATION: Reduce

(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria”)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant states that he believed he had filed all necessary reports from his 2022
campaign and had a zero balance. He was not aware he still owed another report for
the 2022 election and timely filed his Year Start Report for the 2024 election.

Affiant states that he has a good filing history.

3. Affiant states that the late filing did not significantly harm the public.

N

1 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).
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STAFE’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

1. Following the 2022 election, the filer’s year end close out report disclosed a surplus
balance of $424.15. Because of this surplus and until it is reconciled, the 2022
campaign continues to have an annual reporting expectation.

2. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% if the person required to file has a good
filing history (no late filings in the immediately preceding 5 years).? The filer has no
late filings in the preceding five years and meets this criteria for reduction.

3. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
if the civil penalty assessed is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to
the public for not having the information®. For this criteria, a penalty is considered to
be significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm when it exceeds the value of
the late-filed transactions. Because the filer’s year-end report disclosed more than
$10,000 in activity, staff is unable to consider this mitigator for reduction.

4. Based on his good filing history staff recommends the penalty be reduced by 50
percent.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2022 — State Primary / State General

2023Year End Report........ccccvveevvvvcnnnne Late by 13 Days (Subject of Appeal)
2022 Year End Report......ccccoovvevvreneennnne Timely
7 Day RepOrt.......ccoeveieieiecececeeeee, Timely
30 Day Report........cocevveieiiienieeeeeeeeees Timely
7 Day RepOrt.......ccoooiiiiiiiiireee e, Timely
30 Day RepOrt......ccccovvvreeeiieieeseseeenen, Timely
Year Start RepOrt.......ccocvvevvvvviiiieieienn, Timely

ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $0.00
Income: $10,930.00
Expenses: $30.00
Debts: $170.00
Ending Balance: $10,730.00
2 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)(i).
3 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4).
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STAFE’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

DX] Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.* 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

[ ] Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

[ ] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.®> 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

[ ] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.® 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

4 Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

5 The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.
6 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty

exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(c)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

[ ] Absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.” 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff recommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

[ ] Waived

X] Reduced by 50 percent to $325

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

7 Value greater than $1000.
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ARRIVED

4/3/24

AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law

APOG - ANCH

i
Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit l
| PM'HC FAX ELE

Name of Appellant: DANIEL SL‘DDLB?

Office Sought: STHTE KEPRE(S‘E}/W/\/F

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):

[ 130 Day Report [ ]105 Day Report [_| Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[ 17 Day Report [] Year End Report [ Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[ 124 Hour Report [] Registration [[] Paid for By Identifier

M Other: 2923 Tm EVD campa eV Discrosune REPPRT

Year & Election, if late report (e.g., 2020 Primary, 2020 Muni, etc.): 20 27 GE/VQVAL

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this. An affidavit is required only if you are
appealing the civil penalty or violation.

Statement: State why the reporting violation occurred or why you believe it did not occur and the

reasons the civil penalty should not be assessed (use additional pages if needed). I do hereby swear
and affirm that:

SEE ADDEMYUM T i PvtTy APPEAL At AT

Certification: [ certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge, true,
correct, and complete. By son who makes a false sworn certification which s/he does

statute, a pe
not believe to bg [ / :

/)
Signed/Date: ! : &
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Addendum to Civil Penalty Appeal Affldawt

Name of Appellant: Danlel Saddler

Office Sought: State Representative

Penalty issued in connection with: 2023 Year End Cainpaign Disclosure Report
Year & Election: 2022 General

I'have been notified by Certified U.S, Mail dated March 18, 2024 that | failed to make a timely
2023 Year End Campaign Disclosure Report for the 2022 General Election. | am submitting this
“Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit” because | believe that mitigating circumstances described in 2
AAC 50.855 exist that justify reduction of the civil penalty by up to 50 percent, and possibly by
more than 50 percent.

I do not dispute that the report was filed [ate — not until Feb. 28, 2024, although the report was
due Feb. 15, 2024 - and so | offer no excuse. However, I'd like to offer some information by
way of explanation.

| thought | actually had filed a timely disclosure report, on Feb. 13, 2024, of the next report
required of me as a candidate for the 2024 State Primary Election. However, what | actually
filed on this date was a different required report: a Year Start Report for the 2024 State
Primary Election, in which | am a candidate. .| believed I had completed and filed all necessary

- reports for the 2022 general election campaign and had a zero balance from the campaign, and
that therefore the next report | had to submit was the Year Start Report for the 2024 Primary
Election.

My confusion was exacerbated by the fact that the online reporting form interface for the Year
End Report is almost identical to the one for the Year Start Report. Again, | do not offer this
information as an excuse, but solely to explain why my non-timely filing was an honest mistake,
and not an effort to conceal information from the Commission or the public.

Having reviewed the relevant regulations, it appears these mitigating circumstances meet the
test laid out in 2 AAC 50.855 (a){1)(A)(i). Thatis, (as | have been informed by APOC staff) | have

“a good filing history,” in that | have had no late filings in the immediately preceding five years,
and therefore qualify for a reduction in the civil penalty of up to 50 percent.

While APOC staff advised me that it is only necessary to meet the conditions of one element of
2 AAC 50.865(a) in order to qualify for a reduction in my civil penalty, | was also told that it

might be possible to qualify under a different section of the regulation, for a reduction of more
than 50 percent, or even a waiver of all, of My civil penalty.

2 AAC 50.865 (b)(5) states that the pe'r'éon may qualify for a reduction of more than 50 pércent
of a civil penalty if a couple of tests are met: in the first place, that “the civil penalty is

1
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significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the public for not having the
information;” in the second place, that there are no aggravating factors as in (d) of the section.

| believe | qualify under both tests. In the first place, the civil penalty of $650 is significantly out
of proportion to the degree of harm to the public for not having the information because the
election had been over more than 15 months ago, and a 13-day delay in filing the report this
long after the election could have no effect on the results of the election, or on public opinion
relating to it. In the second place, none of the aggravating factors in 2 AAC 50.865 (d) apply.

Again, | am not sure whether it is actually permissible to make a claim for reduction under two
different sections of the regulation; but thought it might be worthwhile to provide evidence for
both claims as additional information that may help in the Commission’s consideration of my
appeal.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to file this civil penalty appeal affidavit.

ﬁ 3] 27/2¢
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Department of Administration
THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 18, 2024
Via Certified Mail, U.S. Mail, and Email
Daniel Saddler
PO BOX 771811
Eagle River, AK 99577
dan@dansaddler.com

RE: Notice of Penalty!
2023 Year End Campaign Disclosure Report

Dear Mr. Saddler:

According to our records you did not timely file your 2023 Year End Day Campaign
Disclosure Report General Election for the State that was due on February 15, 2024.
Instead, the report was filed on February 28, 2024(13 days late). By law a maximum
penalty of $50 accrues each day the report is late.> Accordingly the assessed penalty
owed is $650.°

You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at the
address above; visiting our website* to make a payment by credit card; or you may pay in
cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the date of this letter.
If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single payment and wish to discuss
a payment plan, or have any other question concerning this matter, please contact the
APOC staff.

Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has occurred,
or the penalty amount assessed.’> If you wish to appeal you must submit the enclosed
appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this letter.

2 AAC 50.855(a)

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.
5 2 AAC 50.831(a).

N S
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Saddler
Notice of Penalty — 2023 Year End Day Report

Page |2

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate

in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment or submitting
an appeal within will result in staff presenting this matter to the Commission for a final
order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

e g

Dyane Chung
Campaign Disclosure Associate

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
2 AAC 50.865

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Daniel Saddler Certified Mail
PO BOX 771811 U.S. Mail
Eagle River, AK 99577 Email

dan@dansaddler.com

Duyzne C&W 3-18-24

C%palgn Disclosure Assomate Date
9171 9690 -0935 0310 8217 12

6 2 AAC 50.895.

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals

Page 87 of 157



Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals

THE STATE

of Department of Administration
ALASKA ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. NO/{L“:;B%%@S&VS% S&} ig

Main: 907.276.4176
Fax: 907.276.7018

www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 20, 2024
Via Certified Mail and Email
Daniel Saddler
PO Box 771811
Eagle River, AK 99577
dan@dansaddler.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Mr. Saddler:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will review the matter of the civil penalty
assessed for your late filed Year End Campaign Disclosure Report.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by
telephone (1-907-202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please
notify our office if you intend to participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at
[9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do
not wish to present you appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal is
not removed from the agenda by a Commissioner, the Staff Recommendation will be
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the
approval of the consent agenda.

Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal.
Sincerely

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

John Grover Whitlock

Paralegal

Encl: Proposed Findings and Order

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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Daniel Saddler
Commission Meeting Notice

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Daniel Saddler Certified Mail
PO Box 771811 Email
Eagle River, AK 99577
dan@dansaddler.com

9489 0178 9820 3021 0601 71

Qokre UMittock 5/20/24

1gnature Date
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From: Microsoft Outlook

To: dan@dansaddler.com

Subject: Relayed: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 6:20:00 PM

Attachments:

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the destination server:

dan@dansaddler.com (dan@dansaddler.com) <mailto:dan@dansaddler.com>
Subject: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
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Penalty Appeal /  Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

		From

		Whitlock, John G (DOA)

		To

		dan@dansaddler.com

		Cc

		Sargent, Mike David (DOA); Hebdon, Heather R (DOA); Chung, Dyane (DOA)

		Recipients

		dan@dansaddler.com; mike.sargent@alaska.gov; heather.hebdon@alaska.gov; dyane.chung@alaska.gov




Department of Administration
THE STATE
j ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
0 I
A ASKA 2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: Michael Sargent DATE: May 10, 2024
RESPONDENT: Elizabeth Siddon

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2021 Juneau City and Borough Election.

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X Future Campaign Account

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: February 24, 2024
NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 9

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: March 15, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: April 09, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $450.00
PENALTY ASSESSED!: $225.00
RECOMMENDATION: Waive

(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant states that she has a good filing history.
2. Affiant states that the late report caused no significant harm to the public.
3. Affiant states that the unreported information had a value of less than $100.

STAFE’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).
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1. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% if the person required to file has a good
filing history (no late filings in the immediately preceding 5 years).? Ms. Siddon has
no other late filings in the previous five years and therefore qualifies for a penalty
reduction under this criteria.

2. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
if the civil penalty assessed is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to
the public for not having the information® A penalty is significantly out of proportion
to the degree of harm when the unreported amount has a value of $100 or less. Here,
Ms. Siddon reported 0.54 in bank account interest on a future campaign account that
had a balance of $1,189.04. The assessed penalty amount of $225.00 is clearly
disproportionate in this instance.

3. Based on her good filing history, and because the penalty is out of proportion to the
degree of harm, staff recommends the penalty be waived.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2021 — Juneau City and Borough (exempt candidate)

2023 Future Campaign Account............. Late by 9 Days (Subject of Appeal)
2022 Future Campaign Account................ Timely
2021 Future Campaign Account................ Timely

ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $1,189.04

Income: $0.54
Expenses: $0.00
Debts: $0.00

Ending Balance: $1,189.58

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

X Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.* 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)
[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

2 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)(i).
2 AAC 50.865(b)(4).

4 Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.
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X Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

X] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.’ 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

[ ] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.® 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(c¢)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

sence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
[ ] Ab db 1, unless th 1 1 d idabl h 1 fi
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(¢)(7)

3 The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer

self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.
6 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.” 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

X] Waived
[ ] Reducedby __ to$

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

7 Value greater than $1000.

Candidate Civil Penalties and Referrals Page 94 of 157



Elizabeth Siddon Page |3
Notice of Penalty — 2023 Future Campaign Account

Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit ARRIVED
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law 4/9/24
PM HC FANELD)

Name of Appellant:  Elizabeth Siddon
Office: _ Juneau City and Borough Board of Education
Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):
[ 130 Day Report [ 1105 Day Report [ | Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[]7 Day Report [ ] Year End Report [ ] Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[ ] 24 Hour Report [ ] Registration [] Paid for By Identifier

[ ] Other:

Specify year & election, if late report (e.g., 04 Primary, 03 Muni, etc.): 2021 Municipal

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths.

Statement:

I do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty issued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure
Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the
civil penalty should not be assessed:

(a) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by up to 50 percent if (1) a person
required to file a statement or other filing (A) has a good filing history; in this subparagraph, "good filing
history" means: (i) no late filings in the immediately preceding five years;

(b) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50
percent, or waived entirely based on the following factors: (4) a late or incomplete report did not cause
significant harm to the public, and aggravating factors under (d) of this section do not exist; for purposes
of this paragraph, a late or incomplete report did not cause significant harm to the public if: (A) the dollar
amount missing from a form or disclosure is $100 or less; (5) (5) the civil penalty assessment is
significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the public for not having the information; for
purposes of this paragraph, absent the presence of aggravating factors in (d) of this section, an assessed
penalty is significantly out of proportion if it exceeds the value of the transactions that were not reported
or were reported late, or, in the case of seven-day or 24-hour reports, exceeds twice the value of the
transactions that were not reported or were reported late.

Based on the above mitigating factors, | am requesting leniency for the civil penalty. The late-reported
value of 2023 earnings in the Future Campaign Account was $0.54 cents.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Elizabeth Siddon Page |4
Notice of Penalty — 2023 Future Campaign Account

2 AAC 50.865. Mitigating factors; aggravating factors

(a) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by up to 50 percent if
(1) a person required to file a statement or other filing

(A) has a good filing history; in this subparagraph, "good filing history" means

(1) no late filings in the immediately preceding five years; and

(i1) for groups, no more than $500 in non-administrative activity shown on the group's overdue
report; or

(B) is an inexperienced filer; in this subparagraph, "inexperienced filer" means a person required
to file reports under this chapter if that person has been subject to a registration or reporting
requirement for less than 365 days, or a person engaged in the person's first election cycle;

(2) a technical error at the commission, including a communication, facsimile machine, computer
program, electronic filing system, or other equipment problem may have contributed to the late
or incomplete filing;

(3) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value of $100 or less; or

(4) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value higher than $100 but no more
than $1,000, and a factor listed in (b) of this section also applies.

(b) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by a percentage greater than
50 percent, or waived entirely based on the following factors:

(1) the person required to file, or a family member of the person required to file, experienced a
personal emergency, including a call for military service, a natural disaster, a civil disturbance,
or an incapacitating illness that prevented the person from filing on or before the due date; this
mitigating factor is only available to a natural person;

(2) a significant cause of the late filing is commission staff error, including
(A) furnishing reporting materials too late for filing on or before the due date;

(B) giving incorrect oral or written information to a person required to submit a statement or
other filing; or

(C) failing to deliver required notices when due;
(3) a late or erroneous report included only administrative costs;

(4) a late or incomplete report did not cause significant harm to the public, and aggravating
factors under (d) of this section do not exist; for purposes of this paragraph, a late or incomplete
report did not cause significant harm to the public if

(A) the dollar amount missing from a form or disclosure is $100 or less;
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(B) the dollar amount for the information missing from a form or disclosure is more than $100
but no more than $1,000, and the person required to file self-reported the error; for purposes of
this subparagraph, the error is self-reported if the person notified the staff of the error, but filing
the late or missing information without notifying the staff does not constitute self-reporting; or

(C) except for a disclosure that must be submitted within 24 hours under AS 15.13.110 or
15.13.040, the missing or incomplete information is readily available to the public through
another forum,;

(5) the civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the
public for not having the information; for purposes of this paragraph, absent the presence of
aggravating factors in (d) of this section, an assessed penalty is significantly out of proportion if
it exceeds the value of the transactions that were not reported or were reported late, or, in the
case of seven-day or 24-hour reports, exceeds twice the value of the transactions that were not
reported or were reported late; or

(6) a unique circumstance justifies reducing or waiving the penalty.

(c) The commission will not accept any of the following as mitigating factors to reduce the
amount of a penalty:

(1) relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark, or submit the statement on or
before a due date;

(2) forgetting to file;
(3) being a volunteer;
(4) having no change in reportable information from previous filed statements;

(5) relying on the responsible person's staff to remind the person of the filing deadline or to
complete or file the report;

(6) being too busy to file;

(7) absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable, including travel for
a personal emergency, or weather-related travel problems.

(d) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be increased to the maximum amount
allowed under the applicable statute if a person required to file a statement or other filing has

(1) failed to substantially comply with financial disclosure requirements by omitting a significant
source of income, interest in real property, business interest, loan, trust, or other substantial
financial interest; in this paragraph, "substantial financial interest" means an interest with a value
greater than $1,000; or

(2) a poor reporting history; indicators of a poor reporting history include any of the following:

(A) more than one late filing in the immediately preceding five years;
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(B) evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting;

(C) failure to cooperate with the staff;

(D) aviolation of any provision of AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 24.60.200 - 24.60.260, AS 39.50, or
this chapter in the preceding five years.
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Department of Administration

THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 15, 2024

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL. U.S. MAIL, & EMAIL
Elizabeth Siddon

P.O. Box 21007

Juneau, Alaska 99802
ebett_calvert@hotmail.com

RE: Notice of Penalty Assessment — 2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure
Report

Ms. Siddon:

According to our records you did not timely file your 2023 Future Campaign Account
Campaign Disclosure Report for the 2021 Juneau City and Borough election that was due
on February 15, 2024. Instead, the report was filed on February 24, 2024 (9 days late). By
law a maximum penalty of $50 accrues each day the report is late.! The maximum penalty
the Alaska Public Offices Commission could assess you is $450.00.2

Staff is reducing the penalty to 50% of the maximum civil penalty that could have been
assessed because the missing information had a value under $100.°> Accordingly, the
assessed penalty owed is $225.

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at
the address above; visiting our website* to make a payment by credit card; or you
may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the
date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single
payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or have any other question concerning
this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).

2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

O N
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2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred or the penalty amount assessed.’ If you wish to appeal you must submit
the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this
letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the
Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION [ CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE;:

I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and

@ M Cé correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:
hn Grover Whitlock Elizabeth Siddon Certified Mail
Paral 1 P.O. Box 21007 U.S. Mail
aralega Juneau, Alaska 99802 Email
ebett_calvert@hotmail.com

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit :
2 AAC 50.865 Qlofin Ulsttsck 311524

aw Office Assistant Date

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

9171 9690 0935 0310 8334 70

s 2 AAC 50.831(a).
6 2 AAC 50.895.
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THE STATE L. i
of A A KA Department of Administration
L S ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. Northem Lights Bivd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 20, 2024

Via Certified Mail and Email
Elizabeth Siddon
P.O. Box 21007
Juneau, Alaska 99802
ebett_calvert@hotmail.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Ms. Siddon:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will consider the matter of the civil penalty assessed for
your late filed Future Campaign Disclosure Report.

I have enclosed the Staff Recommendation that will be presented to the Commission at the meeting for your
review.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by telephone (1-907-
202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please notify our office if you intend to
participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at [9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for
Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

If you do not participate in the meeting, staff will send you a letter and a final order notifying you of the
Commission’s decision.

Sincerely CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:

I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true
ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION and correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered

. to:

W SW Certified
Michael Sargent Elizabeth Siddon Mail
Paralegal Specialist I/ P.O. Box 21007 Email
Campaign Disclosure Coordinator Juneau, Alaska 99802

ebett calvert@hotmail.com
Encl: Proposed Findings and Order

9489 0178 9820 3021 0602 18

Signature M SMM date
05.20.2024

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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Delivered: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

postmaster@outlook.com <postmaster@outlook.com>
Mon 5/20/2024 3:59 PM

To:ebett_calvert@hotmail.com <ebett_calvert@hotmail.com>

mJ 1 attachments (43 KB)
Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission;

Your message has been delivered to the following recipients:

ebett _calvert@hotmail.com

Subject: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
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Department of Administration
THE STATE
ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northemn Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149

Main: 907.276.4176
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018

www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: John Grover Whitlock DATE: May 20, 2024
RESPONDENT: Bert Stedman

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2022 State of Alaska Primary and General Election.

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X] Year End Report

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: February 24, 2024
NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 9

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: March 15, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: March 20, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $450

PENALTY ASSESSED!: $450
RECOMMENDATION: Waive

(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant states that the unreported information had a value of less than $100 and that
the civil penalty is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the public
for not having the information.

STAFE’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).
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1. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
if the civil penalty assessed is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to
the public for not having the information? or if the late report included only
administrative costs.> A penalty is significantly out of proportion to the degree of
harm when the unreported amount has a value of $100 or less. Here, although the
filer’s unreported amount surpassed $100 by 56 cents, all of the expenditures were
bank fees/administrative costs. Because the late report only included administrative

costs, this mitigator can be applied.

2. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% if the person required to file has a good
filing history (no late filings in the immediately preceding 5 years).* This filer is a
long-time filer and has no late filings in the previous five years.

3. Based on his good filing history and the report only including administrative costs,

staff recommends the penalty be waived.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2022 — State Primary / State General
2023 Future Campaign Account.............
2023 Public Office Expense Term ............

2022 Public Office Expense Term ............ '

Year End Report.......ccovevvveeiieieniiieee,
7 Day Report......c.coovevviiiiieeniiiiciieeeene
30 Day Report.......ccooeeievienienieieeeieee,
7 Day Report......cccoueevvieeiiiieiiiiiiieeeeieene
30 Day Report......cccceeveeeieeniieieeiieeiene
Year Start Report .......ccceeevveeieeciiecieenn,

2020 — State Primary / State General

2023 Public Office Expense Term.............. I

Year End Report.......ccocvevvveiieieeiiieienee,
7 Day Report......cccceeveiieiniiiiiiiiiieeeieene
30 Day Report......cccoovevvievieeienienieceeee,
7 Day Report......c.coovveeeieiiieniiiniciieeeee
30 Day Report......cccceeveeecieeniienieiieeieene
Year Start Report........ccceeeevveviiecieeiienns

2 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4).
2 AAC 50.865(b)(3).
4 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)(i).
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ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $ 1,000.00

Income: $0.00
Expenses: $ 100.56
Debts: $0.00

Ending Balance: $ 899.44

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

X Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.’ 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

[ ] Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

X Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

[ ] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.® 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

[ ] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.” 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

5
6

Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.

7 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(c)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

sence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
[ ] Ab db 1, unless th 1 1 d idabl h 1 fi
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(¢)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.® 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

X] Waived
[ ] Reducedby __to$ _

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

8 Value greater than $1000.
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fgggg - ANCH
Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit PM HC FAX ELE
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law

Name of Appellant: /43 £ VqT—’ 5;//———’- & g AT
Office Sought: 5:—/ AT T

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):

130 Day Report []105 Day Report  [] Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[]7 Day Report [@Year End Report [_| Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[] 24 Hour Report [] Registration [[] Paid for By Identifier

[] Other:

Year & Election, if late report (c.g., 2020 Primary, 2020 Muni, etc.): 2 O ,2 ,Z &. e -

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this. An affidavit is required only if you are
appealing the civil penalty or violation.

Statement: State why the reporting violation occurred or why you believe it did not occur and the

reasons the civil penalty should not be assessed (use additional pages if needed). I do hereby swear
and affirm that:

Do - Meliberile rreage®s @ %0

Certification: I certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge, true,
correct, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which s/he does

not believe to be i9 guilty of perjury.
Signed/Date: V_% g
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2 AAC 50.865. Mitigating factors; aggravating factors

(a) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by up to 50 percent if
(1) a person required to file a statement or other filing

(A) has a good filing history; in this subparagraph, "good filing history" means

(i) no late filings in the immediately preceding five years; and

(ii) for groups, no more than $500 in non-administrative activity shown on the group's overdue
report; or

(B) is an inexperienced filer; in this subparagraph, "inexperienced filer" means a person required
to file reports under this chapter if that person has been subject to a registration or reporting
requirement for less than 365 days, or a person engaged in the person's first election cycle;

(2) a technical error at the commission, including a communication, facsimile machine, computer
program, electronic filing system, or other equipment problem may have contributed to the late
or incomplete filing;

(3) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value of $100 or less; or

(4) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value higher than $100 but no more
than $1,000, and a factor listed in (b) of this section also applies.

(b) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by a percentage greater than
50 percent, or waived entirely based on the following factors:

(1) the person required to file, or a family member of the person required to file, experienced a
personal emergency, including a call for military service, a natural disaster, a civil disturbance,
or an incapacitating illness that prevented the person from filing on or before the due date; this
mitigating factor is only available to a natural person;

(2) a significant cause of the late filing is commission staff error, including
(A) furnishing reporting materials too late for filing on or before the due date;

(B) giving incorrect oral or written information to a person required to submit a statement or
other filing; or

(C) failing to deliver required notices when due;
(3) a late or erroneous report included only administrative costs;

{4) a late or incomplete report did not cause significant harm to the public, and aggravating
factors under (d) of this section do not exist; for purposes of this paragraph, a late or incomplete
report did not cause significant harm to the public if

(A) the dollar amount missing from a form or diselosure is $100 or less;

(B) the dollar amount for the information missing from a form or disclosure is more than $100
but no more than $1,000, and the person required to file self-reported the error; for purposes of
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this subparagraph, the error is self-reported if the person notified the staff of the error, but filing
the late or missing information without notifying the staff does not constitute self-reporting; or

(C) except for a disclosure that must be submitted within 24 hours under AS 15.13.110 or
15.13.040, the missing or incomplete information is readily available to the public through
another forum;

(5) the civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the
public for not having the information; for purposes of this paragraph, absent the presence of
aggravating factors in (d) of this section, an assessed penalty is significantly out of proportion if
it exceeds the value of the transactions that were not reported or were reported late, or, in the
case of seven-day or 24-hour reports, exceeds twice the value of the transactions that were not
reported or were reported late; or

(6) a unique circumstance justifies reducing or waiving the penalty.

(c) The commission will not accept any of the following as mitigating factors to reduce the
amount of a penalty:

(1) relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark, or submit the statement on or
before a due date;

(2) forgetting to file;
(3) being a volunteer;
(4) having no change in reportable information from previous filed statements;

(5) relying on the responsible person's staff to remind the person of the filing deadline or to
complete or file the report;

(6) being too busy to file;

(7) absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable, including travel for
a personal emergency, or weather-related travel problems.

(d) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be increased to the maximum amount
allowed under the applicable statute if a person required to file a statement or other filing has

(1) failed to substantially comply with financial disclosure requirements by omitting a significant
source of income, interest in real property, business interest, loan, trust, or other substantial
financial interest; in this paragraph, "substantial financial interest" means an interest with a value
greater than $1,000; or

(2) a poor reporting history; indicators of a poor reporting history include any of the following:
(A) more than one late filing in the immediately preceding five years;

(B) evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting;

(C) failure to cooperate with the staff;

(D) aviolation of any provision of AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 24.60.200 - 24.60.260, AS 39.50, or
this chapter in the preceding five years.
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Department of Administration
THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

0 I
jA ASKA 2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 15, 2024
Via Certified Mail, U.S. Mail, and Email
Senator Bert Stedman
1806 Sawmill Creek Road
Sitka, AK 99835
bertstedman(@yahoo.com

RE: Notice of Penalty!
2023 Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report

Dear Senator Stedman:

According to our records you did not timely file your Future Campaign Account Disclosure
Report for 2022 State General Election that was due on February 15, 2024. Instead, the
report was filed on (9 day(s) late). By law a maximum penalty of $50 accrues each day
the report is late.? Accordingly the assessed penalty owed is $450.°

You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at the
address above; visiting our website* to make a payment by credit card; or you may pay in
cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the date of this letter.
If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single payment and wish to discuss
a payment plan, or have any other question concerning this matter, please contact the
APOC staff.

Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has occurred,
or the penalty amount assessed.’ If you wish to appeal you must submit the enclosed
appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the

2 AAC 50.855(a)

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.
5 2 AAC 50.831(a).

N S
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Senator Bert Stedman Page |2
Notice of Penalty — 2023 Future Campaign Account

Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment or submitting
an appeal within will result in staff presenting this matter to the Commission for a final
order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

S AL bk
ohn Grover Whitlock
Paralegal

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
2 AAC 50.865

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

9171 9690 0935 0310 8334 87

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Senator Bert Stedman Certified Mail
1806 Sawmill Creek Road U.S. Mail
Sitka, AK 99835 Email

bertstedman@yahoo.com

Oloor Uidtock 3115124

[%/ Office Assistant Date

6 2 AAC 50.895.
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THE STATE o ]
OJAL A SKA Department of Administration
ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. Northern Lights Bivd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 20, 2024
Via Certified Mail and Email
Senator Bert Stedman
1806 Sawmill Creek Road
Sitka, AK 99835
Bertstedman@yahoo.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Mr. Stedman:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will review the matter of the civil penalty
assessed for your late filed Future Campaign Account Disclosure Report.

I have enclosed the Staff Recommendation that will be presented to the Commission at the meeting for your
review.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by
telephone (1-907-202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please
notify our office if you intend to participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at
[9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do
not wish to present you appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal is
not removed from the agenda by a Commissioner, the Staff Recommendation will be
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the
approval of the consent agenda.

Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal.
Sincerely

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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From: Sargent, Mike David (DOA)

To: Whitlock, John G (DOA)

Subject: Fw: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Natice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 6:41:46 AM

Attachments: Penalty Appeal Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission.msg

Michael Sargent

Paralegal Specialist I / Campaign Disclosure Coordinator
Alaska Public Offices Commission

2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Room 128

Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Phone: (907) 276-4176

Fax: (907) 276-7018

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its content and any
attachments may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information. It is solely
Jor the use of the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized interception, review, use, or
disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the Electronic
Commumications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender and destroy all copies of the communication.

From: Microsoft Outlook
<MicrosoftExchange329e71ec88ae4615bbc36ab6ced 1109e @stateofalaska.onmicrosoft.coms
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2024 6:31 PM

To: Bertstedman@yahoo.com <Bertstedman@yahoo.com>

Subject: Relayed: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification
was sent by the destination server:

Bertstedman@vyahoo.com (Bertstedman@yahoo.com)

Subject: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
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Department of Administration
THE STATE
f ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
0
ALASKA 2221 E. Northem Lights Bivd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149

Main: 907.276.4176
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018

www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: John Grover Whitlock DATE: May 20, 2024
RESPONDENT: Gary Stevens

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2022 State of Alaska Primary and General Election.

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X 24 Hour Report

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: October 31, 2022
REPORT FILED ON: January 22, 2023
NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 83

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: June 9, 2023
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: June 12, 2023
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $41,500
PENALTY ASSESSED!: $7,750
RECOMMENDATION: Reduce to $500

(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant does not believe that the public was harmed in any way.

2. Affiant thought that the 24-hour campaign disclosure report was only for those
contributions that exceeded $250 in the last 24 hours of the campaign. Affiant talked
regularly with APOC staff and believed that he was in compliance with statutory
disclosure requirements.

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).
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STAFF’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

1. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely if the
civil penalty assessed is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the public
for not having the information? A penalty is significantly out of proportion to the degree
of harm if the penalty exceeds twice the value of the transaction that was reported late.
Here, the penalty is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm because the late-
reported transaction was a $500 contribution and the resulting penalty was $7,750.

2. Although the filer states that he misunderstood the 24 hour reporting requirement, talked
regularly with APOC staff, and believed that he was in compliance with his reporting
requirements, there is insufficient detail that can be relied upon for a recommended

reduction.

3. Based on applicable mitigation criteria, staff recommends the penalty be reduced to $500,

the amount of the contribution that triggered the 24 hour report requirement.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2022 — State Primary / State General

Year End Report...............ooooiiinn Timely

7 Day Report (due on 11/1)....ccceuvenrenneneee. Timely

24 Hour Report due ........ccoccvevvveiieieennnnen. Late (subject to appeal)
30 Day Report (due on 10/10).................... Timely

7 Day Report (due on 8/9).......cccccveevennnee. Timely

30 Day Report (due on 7/18).........c.ccuu....... Timely

Year Start Report..................oooin Late (filed on 3/3)
2020 — State Primary / State General

2021 Public Office Expense Term.......... Timely

Year End Report (due 2/15) ......ccveneneeee. Late (filed on 3/10)
Year End Report (due on 2/16) ................. Timely

7 Day Report (due on 10/27)........cceeveeee. Timely

30 Day Report (due on 10/5).........c.c........ Timely

7 Day Report (due on 8/11).....cceevevennnnnens Timely

30 Day Report (due on 7/20).........cccoeuun... Timely

Year Start Report..................oooin Timely

2 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5).
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ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

| Income: | $1,500° |

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

[ ] Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.* 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

[ ] Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction. up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

[ ] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.> 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

DX] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.’ 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

3 Filer’s year end report disclosed contributions of $1,500 received on 10/30/22 but only one $500 contribution

required a 24 hour report.

4 Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

5 The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.

6 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(¢)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

[ ] Absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(¢)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.” 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

[ ] Waived
[ ] Reduced to $500

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of

7 Value greater than $1000.
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Senator Gary Stevens Page |3

Notice of Penalty — 24 Hour Report ARR'VED

Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit JUN 12
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law Pﬁp OHE 'F::

Name of Appellant: (): iy 4 1//1 ﬁ(_ /64 /\
Office: 2 MMf’

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):

0 Day Report [[]105 Day Report [ ] Statement of Contributions (15-5)
] 7 Day Report [ ] Year End Report [ | Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[] 24 Hour Report [] Registration [[] Paid for By Identifier
[ ] Other: ~
Specify year & election, if late report (e.g., 04 Primary, 03 Muni, etc.) L ET12n

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths. '

Statement:

I do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty issued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure

Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the
civil penalty should not be assessed:

I 'am so sorry it has come to this. | was under the impression that the 24-hour campaign disclosure
report was only for those contributions that exceeded $250 in the last 24 hours of the campaign. | talked
regularly with APOC staff trying to make sure | was complying with all the rules and believed | was. This
is a terrible mistake on my part. |1 don’t believe the public was harmed in any way. Finally, I have no idea
how | am going to pay $7,750 as a retired teacher. If this should be the final assessment, | hope | will be
able to make monthly payments. | would ask you to reassess this fine and find a way to reduce it so | can
afford to pay it.

Certification:

I, the undersigned, certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge,
y statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which

true, correct, and{wmp'l'eta\
s/he does not believe to be trug is
/ / v

Signed/Date:
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Department of Administration

THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

June 9, 2023

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, U.S. MAIL, & EMAIL
Senator Gary Stevens

P.O. Box 201

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

ritstev(@gci.net

senator.gary.stevens@akleg.gov

RE: Notice of Penalty Assessment — 24 Hour State General Campaign Disclosure
Report

Senator Stevens:

According to our records you did not timely file your 24-Hour Campaign Disclosure Report
for the 2022 State General Election. During the nine days prior to an election (Oct. 30™-
Nov. 7') candidates are required to disclose contributions that exceed $250 within 24 hours
of receipt. You were required to disclose a contribution through a 24-Hour report, no later
than October 31, 2022.! Instead, this contribution was disclosed on a Year End Report on
January 22, 2023, (83 days late).? By law, a maximum penalty of $500 accrues each day
the report is late.> The maximum penalty the Alaska Public Offices Commission could
assess you is $41,500.%

Staff is assessing the penalty at $500 a day for each day the report was late through the date
of the election and assessing the penalty at $50 a day for each day the report was late after
the election.’Accordingly, the assessed penalty owed is $7,750.

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the reduced penalty and avoid formal Commission action by remitting
payment by check or money order payable to the State of Alaska to the Alaska
Public Offices Commission at the address above; visiting our website® to make a

AS 15.13.110(b).

[Sam Roher, October 30, 2022, Credit Card, $500].
AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).

2 AAC 50.855(b)(5).

https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

1 NV S O VR RN
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Senator Gary Stevens
Notice of Penalty — 24 Hour Report

Page |2

payment by credit card; or you may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be
made within thirty days of the date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the
entire assessed penalty in a single payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or
have any other questions concerning this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred, or the reduced penalty amount assessed.” If you wish to appeal you must
submit the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of

this letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate

in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the

Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

Thomas R. Lucas

Thomas R. Lucas
Campaign disclosure Coordinator

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
2 AAC 50.865

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payment cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

7 2 AAC 50.831(a).
8 2 AAC 50.895.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:

I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

Senator Gary Stevens Certified
P.O. Box 201 Mail
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 uU.s.
ritstev(@gci.net Mail
senator.gary.stevens@akleg.gov Email
- /| - I N

P adne FEE T 06/09/2003
Law Office Assistant Date

9171-9690-0935-0298-0979-18
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THE STATE Lo .
of AI A KA Department of Administration
S ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 20, 2024

Via Certified Mail and Email
Senator Gary Stevens
P.O. Box 201
Kodiak, Alaska 99615
ritstev(@gci.net
senator.gary.stevens@akleg.gov

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Senator Stevens:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will consider the matter of the civil penalty assessed for
your late filed 24 Hour Campaign Disclosure Report.

I have enclosed the Staff Recommendation that will be presented to the Commission at the meeting for your
review.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by telephone (1-907-
202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please notify our office if you intend to
participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at [9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for
Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

If you do not participate in the meeting, staff will send you a letter and a final order notifying you of the
Commission’s decision.

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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Sincerely
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true
and correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered
to:

Certified
Senator Gary Stevens Mail

Ws “ P.O. Box 201 Email

Michael Sargent Kodiak, Alaska 99615
Paralegal Specialist 1/ ggrslzzg@gam'nsivens@akle oV
Campaign Disclosure Coordinator -gary. &8

. 9489 0178 9820 3021 0602 32
Encl:  Staff Penalty Recommendation

Signature date

Wecsadl SW 05.20.2024
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From: Sargent, Mike David (DOA)

To: Whitlock, John G (DOA)

Subject: Fw: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 6:42:37 AM

Attachments:

Michael Sargent

Paralegal Specialist I / Campaign Disclosure Coordinator
Alaska Public Offices Commission

2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Room 128

Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Phone: (907) 276-4176

Fax: (907) 276-7018

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its content and any
attachments may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information. It is solely
for the use of the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized interception, review, use, or
disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender and destroy all copies of the communication.

From: Microsoft Outlook

<MicrosoftExchange329e71ec88ae4615bbc36abbce41109e @stateofalaska.onmicrosoft.com>
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2024 5:37 PM

To: Stevens, Gary L (LEG) <senator.gary.stevens@akleg.gov>

Subject: Relayed: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification
was sent by the destination server:

Stevens, Gary L (LEG) (senator.gary.stevens@akleg.gov)

Subject: Penalty Appeal / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission
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Penalty Appeal /  Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

		From

		Sargent, Mike David (DOA)

		To

		ritstev@gci.net; Stevens, Gary L (LEG)

		Cc

		Hebdon, Heather R (DOA); Whitlock, John G (DOA); Chung, Dyane (DOA)

		Recipients

		ritstev@gci.net; senator.gary.stevens@akleg.gov; heather.hebdon@alaska.gov; john.whitlock@alaska.gov; dyane.chung@alaska.gov




Department of Administration
THE STATE
f ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
0
ALASKA 2221 E. Northem Lights Bivd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149

Main: 907.276.4176
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018

www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: Dyane Chung DATE: April 10, 2024
RESPONDENT: Richard Trotter

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 13.15.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2023 State Primary Election

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports

X] Year End Report

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: March 5, 2024

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 19

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: March 20, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: March 22, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $950

PENALTY ASSESSED!: $475

RECOMMENDATION: Reduce by 75%
(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:
1. Affiant states he thought all reporting had been completed and was unaware of the
2023 Year End Report.
2. Affiant requests any penalties to be waived.
3. Affiant states it was his first election therefore would qualify as an inexperienced filer.
4. Affiant states the report had no significant harm to the public.

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
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STAFEF’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

1. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% if the person required to file is an
inexperienced filer (one who has been subject to a registration or reporting requirement
for less than 365 days)!. Here, Respondent became subject to registration or reporting
requirement on June 21, 2022.2 Accordingly, he has been subject to reporting
requirements for more than 365 days.

. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50%, or waived if the

civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the
public for not having the information and no aggravating factors exist . A late report
does not cause significant harm when the dollar amount reported is less than $100.
Here, although Respondent filed a no activity report, he has an aggravating factor
because he previously filed a report late in the same election cycle.?
Additionally, the filer had a year end reporting obligation because his year end report
filed after the 2022 election disclosed a deficit balance of -$491.74. But the next report
filed (subject of this appeal) disclosed no starting deficit, no financial activity, and a
closing balance of zero, i.e. he has not disclosed how the deficit was satisfied.

3. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% when any unreported information had a

value between $100 and $1,000 and an additional factor applies.> Here the value that
was unreported was less than $500 but there isn’t any other mitigation factor that
applies. In any event, given the minimal amount of the reported deficit which appears
to have been caused by his disclosing personal loans to his campaign as campaign debt,
his overall campaign activity (less than $4,000), and the fact that he withdrew after the
primary election, staff recommends a 75% reduction of the assessed penalty.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2019 — Anchorage Municipal Election

Letter of Intent..........ccooevveeecienenieienee, Timely (6/21/22)

Year Start Report........cccoeeeveecievvenienieennne, Timely

2022 — State Primary Election

30 Day Report.......ccceeveveeveeeieieeeieieieens Late by 6 Days (Appealed)
7 Day Report.......ccceecveeiereenieieiecieeenee. Timely

Year End Report.......cccoveevieiivienieiiene, Timely

2023 — State Primary Election
Year End Report.......cccoveevieiinienieiiene, Late (subject of this appeal)

ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $0.00
Income: $0.00

2 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4).
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Expenses: $0.00
Debts: $0.00
Ending Balance: $0.00

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

[ ] Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.? 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

[ ] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

[ ] Reported information had a value of $100 or less?. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

[ ] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.* 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

DX] The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.®> 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

[ ] A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(¢)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

Respondent filed a Letter of Intent on June 21, 2022, for the 2022 State Primary Election

2 AAC 50.865 (b)(5)

The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the
filer self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.
5 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions

AW N~
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[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

[ ] Absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.® 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

[ ] Waived

[X] Reduced by 75% to $118.75

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $
7

6 Value greater than $1000.
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COMPLETED

Submission Date: 03/05/2024
Filer First Name: Richard

Filer Middle Name: C

Filer Last Name: Trotter

Filer's Title: Candidate

Report Type: Year End Report

Candidate Name: Richard Clayton Trotter
Candidate Address: 13538 Konrad Circle
City, State Zip: Anchorage, Alaska 99577

Election Year: 2022

Election: State Primary

Report Type: Year End Report

Reporting Period: From 02/02/2023 Through 02/01/2024

THIS PERIOD ENTIRE CAMPAIGN
Beginning Cash On Hand: $0.00
[+] U Previous Campaign Income: Campaign Income Total:
(From Box A of previous report) (Box A)
Total Income Reported: $0.00 [+]1= $3,558.00 == $3,558.00
] U Previous Campaigq Expenses: Campaign Expense Total:
(From Box B of previous report) (Box B)
Total Expenditures Reported: $0.00 [+] = $3,558.00 =] = $3,558.00
=14
Closing Cash On Hand: | $0.00
18
Total Debts: | $0.00
=14
Surplus/Deficit: ’ $0.00
Date Received Payment Method Contributor Details Amount
No Income / Nothing to Report
Income Total: $0.00
Date Payment Method Vendor Purpose Amount
No Expenditures / Nothing to Report
Expenditure Total: $0.00
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Date Incurred

Name

Description or Purpose

Original Amount

Balance Remaining

No Debts / Noth

ing to Report

Remaining Debt Total:

$0.00
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Trotter Notice of Deficiency ' et o . Pag

2-23-24
o ]  ARRIVED
Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit R
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law : : |
Name of Appellant___\ | cuney  (wowron  IwoTTER
Office: SEJ"\; A =
Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):
30 Day Report J 105 Day Report [_] Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[]7 Day Report [] Year End Report [ ] Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[]24 Hour Report D Re 1stratlon (] Paid for By Identifier

Other: 2023 o :?_Qf.jgg Qggégai1!,,550&5;9 ;wsoaﬁ(

Specify year & election, if late report (e.g., 04 Primary, 03 Muni, etc.):

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths.

Statement:

I do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty issued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure
Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the
civil penalty should not be assessed:

| was unaware of the 2023 Year End Report requirement to be filed in
2024. | thought all reporting had been completed. Additionally, since |
had withdrawn from the race after the primary | did not actually
participate in the election. | had no notice of the requirement until |
received your Notice of Deficiency dated Feb. 23, 2024.

Please waive any penalties, due to my lack of awareness of the
requirement. This was my first election effort in Alaska; accordingly, |
would seem to qualify as an “inexperienced filer”. There was no
significant harm to the public as all amounts were recorded on the
previcus forms.

Certification:
1, the undersigned, certlfy that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge

true, correct, and complete. By staiute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which
sthe does not beheve to be true is guilty of perjury.

Signed/Date: - dc&, mlk (\Q, C_\ \bﬂ_‘:&/\&, %{/cll/éé‘é‘(:[
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Department of Administration

THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 20, 2024

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, U.S. MAIL, & EMAIL
Richard Trotter

13538 Konrad Circle

Anchorage, AK 99577

claytonrotter@gmail.com

RE: Notice of Penalty Assessment — 2023 Year End Campaign Disclosure Report
Mr. Trotter:

According to our records you did not timely file your 2023 Year End Campaign Disclosure
Report for the State Primary Election that was due on February 15, 2024. Instead, the
report was filed on March 5, 2024 (19 days late). By law a maximum penalty of $50
accrues each day the report is late.! The maximum penalty the Alaska Public Offices
Commission could assess you is $950.2

Staff is reducing the penalty to 50% of the maximum civil penalty that could have been
assessed because the missing information had a value under $100.°> Accordingly, the
assessed penalty owed is $475.

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at
the address above; visiting our website* to make a payment by credit card; or you
may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the
date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single
payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or have any other question concerning
this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).

2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

O N
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2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred or the penalty amount assessed.’ If you wish to appeal you must submit
the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this
letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the
Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION [ CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE;:

I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and

) %}7 correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:

mhung Richard Trotter Certified Mail

Candidate Discl A iat 13538 Konrad Circle U.S. Mail

andidate Disclosure Associate Anchorage, AK 99577 Email

claytonrotter@gmail.com

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit = CW

2 AAC 50.865 yane U 3-20-24

Cé/mpaign Disclosure Associate Date

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures) 9171 9690 0935 0310 8217 50

5 2 AAC 50.831(a).

6 2 AAC 50.895.
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RE: Notice of Penalty Assessment

		From

		Chung, Dyane (DOA)

		To

		claytonrotter@gmail.com

		Cc

		Hebdon, Heather R (DOA); Sargent, Mike David (DOA)

		Recipients

		claytonrotter@gmail.com; heather.hebdon@alaska.gov; mike.sargent@alaska.gov



 



 



Good Afternoon,



 



Please find the attached document(s) being issued to you from the Alaska Public Offices Commission. You will receive physical copies as indicated within the attachment.



 



Please note if there are any timeframes established to take action within these documents.  



 



Should you have any questions, please contact our office.



 



Thank you, 



 







Dyane Chung



Campaign Disclosure Associate, Paralegal III



Alaska Public Offices Commission



2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd, Ste 128



Anchorage, AK 99508



Phone: (907) 276-4176



Toll-Free: 1-800-478-4176



Fax: (907) 276-7018
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Department of Administration

THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 20, 2024

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, U.S. MAIL, & EMAIL
Richard Trotter

13538 Konrad Circle

Anchorage, AK 99577

claytonrotter@gmail.com

RE: Notice of Penalty Assessment — 2023 Year End Campaign Disclosure Report
Mr. Trotter:

According to our records you did not timely file your 2023 Year End Campaign Disclosure
Report for the State Primary Election that was due on February 15, 2024. Instead, the
report was filed on March 5, 2024 (19 days late). By law a maximum penalty of $50
accrues each day the report is late.! The maximum penalty the Alaska Public Offices
Commission could assess you is $950.2

Staff is reducing the penalty to 50% of the maximum civil penalty that could have been
assessed because the missing information had a value under $100.°> Accordingly, the
assessed penalty owed is $475.

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at
the address above; visiting our website* to make a payment by credit card; or you
may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the
date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single
payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or have any other question concerning
this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).

2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

B W N =
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2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred or the penalty amount assessed.® If you wish to appeal you must submit
the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this
letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the
Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION [ CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:

I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and

2, %07/ correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:
ane Chung Richard Trotter Certified Mail

. . . 13538 Konrad Circle U.S. Mail
Candidate Disclosure Associate Anchorage, AK 99577 Email

claytonrotter@gmail.com

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit

/
2 AAC 50.865 Dyane Cleng 3-20-24
CQmpaign Disclosure Associate Date

. . 171 10 8217
cC: Candidate File (w/o enclosures) 91719690 0935 0310 8217 50

s 2 AAC 50.831(a).
6 2 AAC 50.895.
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Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure Law

Name of Appellant:

Office:

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes):

[]30 Day Report [ ]105 Day Report  [_] Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[]7 Day Report [ ] Year End Report [ ] Independent Expenditure (15-6)

[ ] 24 Hour Report [ ] Registration [_] Paid for By Identifier

[ ] Other:

Specify year & election, if late report (e.g., 04 Primary, 03 Muni, etc.):

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths.

Statement:

I do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty issued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure
Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the
civil penalty should not be assessed:

Certification:
I, the undersigned, certify that the information in this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge,

true, correct, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which
s/he does not believe to be true is guilty of perjury.

Signed/Date:
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2 AAC 50.865. Mitigating factors; aggravating factors

(a) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by up to 50 percent if
(1) a person required to file a statement or other filing

(A) has a good filing history; in this subparagraph, "good filing history" means

(1) no late filings in the immediately preceding five years; and

(i1) for groups, no more than $500 in non-administrative activity shown on the group's overdue
report; or

(B) is an inexperienced filer; in this subparagraph, "inexperienced filer" means a person required
to file reports under this chapter if that person has been subject to a registration or reporting
requirement for less than 365 days, or a person engaged in the person's first election cycle;

(2) a technical error at the commission, including a communication, facsimile machine, computer
program, electronic filing system, or other equipment problem may have contributed to the late
or incomplete filing;

(3) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value of $100 or less; or

(4) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value higher than $100 but no more
than $1,000, and a factor listed in (b) of this section also applies.

(b) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by a percentage greater than
50 percent, or waived entirely based on the following factors:

(1) the person required to file, or a family member of the person required to file, experienced a
personal emergency, including a call for military service, a natural disaster, a civil disturbance,
or an incapacitating illness that prevented the person from filing on or before the due date; this
mitigating factor is only available to a natural person;

(2) a significant cause of the late filing is commission staff error, including
(A) furnishing reporting materials too late for filing on or before the due date;

(B) giving incorrect oral or written information to a person required to submit a statement or
other filing; or

(C) failing to deliver required notices when due;
(3) a late or erroneous report included only administrative costs;

(4) a late or incomplete report did not cause significant harm to the public, and aggravating
factors under (d) of this section do not exist; for purposes of this paragraph, a late or incomplete
report did not cause significant harm to the public if

(A) the dollar amount missing from a form or disclosure is $100 or less;







Trotter Page |5
Notice of Penalty — 2023 Year End Report

(B) the dollar amount for the information missing from a form or disclosure is more than $100
but no more than $1,000, and the person required to file self-reported the error; for purposes of
this subparagraph, the error is self-reported if the person notified the staff of the error, but filing
the late or missing information without notifying the staff does not constitute self-reporting; or

(C) except for a disclosure that must be submitted within 24 hours under AS 15.13.110 or
15.13.040, the missing or incomplete information is readily available to the public through
another forum,;

(5) the civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to the
public for not having the information; for purposes of this paragraph, absent the presence of
aggravating factors in (d) of this section, an assessed penalty is significantly out of proportion if
it exceeds the value of the transactions that were not reported or were reported late, or, in the
case of seven-day or 24-hour reports, exceeds twice the value of the transactions that were not
reported or were reported late; or

(6) a unique circumstance justifies reducing or waiving the penalty.

(c) The commission will not accept any of the following as mitigating factors to reduce the
amount of a penalty:

(1) relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark, or submit the statement on or
before a due date;

(2) forgetting to file;
(3) being a volunteer;
(4) having no change in reportable information from previous filed statements;

(5) relying on the responsible person's staff to remind the person of the filing deadline or to
complete or file the report;

(6) being too busy to file;

(7) absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable, including travel for
a personal emergency, or weather-related travel problems.

(d) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be increased to the maximum amount
allowed under the applicable statute if a person required to file a statement or other filing has

(1) failed to substantially comply with financial disclosure requirements by omitting a significant
source of income, interest in real property, business interest, loan, trust, or other substantial
financial interest; in this paragraph, "substantial financial interest" means an interest with a value
greater than $1,000; or

(2) a poor reporting history; indicators of a poor reporting history include any of the following:

(A) more than one late filing in the immediately preceding five years;
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(B) evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting;

(C) failure to cooperate with the staff;

(D) a violation of any provision of AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 24.60.200 - 24.60.260, AS 39.50, or
this chapter in the preceding five years.










THE STATE o ]
jA A SKA Department of Administration
[ 4 ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. Northern Lights Bivd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 21, 2024

Via Certified Mail and Email
Richard Trotter
13538 Konrad Circle
Eagle River, AK 99577
claytonrotter@gmail.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Mr. Trotter:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will consider the matter of the civil penalty assessed for
your late filed Year End Campaign Disclosure Report.

I have enclosed the Staff Recommendation that will be presented to the Commission at the meeting for your
review.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by telephone (1-907-
202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please notify our office if you intend to
participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at [9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for
Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

If you do not participate in the meeting, staff will send you a letter and a final order notifying you of the
Commission’s decision.

Sincerely CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true
ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION and correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered
to:
W Richard Trotter Certified
Michael Sargent 13538 Konrad Circle A Mail
Paralegal Specialist I / Eagle River, AK 99577 Email
Campaign Disclosure Coordinator claytonrotter@gmail.com
Encl: Proposed Findings and Order 9489 0178 9820 3021 0602 63
Signature date

: 05.21.2024

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzQ2OWQ3N2ItYjdhMS00NzMyLTk3MzktMDRmZDExNTFkNTBk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2220030bf6-7ad9-42f7-9273-59ea83fcfa38%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225da9b0e9-b823-4b90-a8d9-d23009804de5%22%7d
mailto:claytonrotter@gmail.com
mailto:claytonrotter@gmail.com

USPS Tracking® FAQs >

Tracking Number: Remove X

9489017898203021060263

Copy Add to Informed Delivery (https://informeddelivery.usps.com/)

Expected Delivery by
THURSDAY

23 gnoazﬁ@ ;XSOOpm@

Your item arrived at our USPS facility in ANCHORAGE AK DISTRIBUTION CENTER on May 21, 2024 at
9:19 pm. The item is currently in transit to the destination.

YoeqpooeS

Get More Out of USPS Tracking:
USPS Tracking Plus®

Delivered
Out for Delivery

Preparing for Delivery

Moving Through Network
@ Arrived at USPS Regional Facility

ANCHORAGE AK DISTRIBUTION CENTER
May 21, 2024, 9:19 pm

® Accepted at USPS Origin Facility

ANCHORAGE, AK 99508
May 21, 2024, 8:04 pm

What Do USPS Tracking Statuses Mean? (https://faq.usps.com/s/article/Where-is-my-package)
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Undeliverable: Notice of Referral / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission

Microsoft Outlook <MicrosoftExchange329e71ec88ae4615bbc36abbced1109e@stateofalaska.onmicrosoft.com>
Wed 5/22/2024 11:17 AM

To:claytonrotter@gmail.com <claytonrotter@gmail.com>

ﬂ]J 1 attachments (921 KB)

Notice of Referral / Meeting Notice from the Alaska Public Offices Commission;
I Office 365

Your message to claytonrotter@gmail.com couldn't be delivered.

claytonrotter wasn't found at gmail.com.

mike.sargent Office 365 claytonrotter
Action Required Recipient

Unknown To address

How to Fix It

The address may be misspelled or may not exist. Try one or more of the
following:

e Send the message again following these steps: In Outlook, open
this non-delivery report (NDR) and choose Send Again from the
Report ribbon. In Outlook on the web, select this NDR, then select
the link "To send this message again, click here." Then delete
and retype the entire recipient address. If prompted with an Auto-
Complete List suggestion don't select it. After typing the complete
address, click Send.

e Contact the recipient (by phone, for example) to check that the
address exists and is correct.

e The recipient may have set up email forwarding to an incorrect
address. Ask them to check that any forwarding they've set up is
working correctly.

o Clear the recipient Auto-Complete List in Outlook or Outlook on
the web by following the steps in this article: Fix email delivery
issues for error code 5.1.1 in Office 365, and then send the
message again. Retype the entire recipient address before
selecting Send.

If the problem continues, forward this message to your email admin. If
you're an email admin, refer to the More Info for Email Admins
section below.

Was this helpful? Send feedback to Microsoft.

More Info for Email Admins
Status code: 550 5.1.1

This error occurs because the sender sent a message to an email address outside of
Office 365, but the address is incorrect or doesn't exist at the destination domain. The
error is reported by the recipient domain's email server, but most often it must be fixed
by the person who sent the message. If the steps in the How to Fix It section above
don't fix the problem, and you're the email admin for the recipient, try one or more of
the following:

The email address exists and is correct - Confirm that the recipient address exists, is
correct, and is accepting messages.

Synchronize your directories - If you have a hybrid environment and are using
directory synchronization make sure the recipient's email address is synced correctly in

both Office 365 and in your on-premises directory.

Errant forwarding rule - Check for forwarding rules that aren't behaving as expected.
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Department of Administration
THE STATE
j ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
0 I
A ASKA 2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION

PREPARED BY: Michael Sargent DATE: May 13,2024
RESPONDENT: Stephen Wright

CIVIL PENALTY
ASSESSED UNDER: X Campaign Disclosure: AS 15.13.390, 2 AAC 50.855

REASON FOR FILING: Candidate — 2024 State Primary Election

LATE REPORT(S): e  Campaign Disclosure Reports
X] Year Start Campaign Disclosure Report

DUE DATE OF LATE FILED REPORT: February 15, 2024
REPORT FILED ON: February 23, 2024
NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 8

DATE PENALTY ASSESSMENT SENT: March 15, 2024
DATE PENALTY APPEAL RECEIVED: March 18, 2024
MAXIMUM STATUTORY PENALTY: $400.00
PENALTY ASSESSED!: $200.00
RECOMMENDATION: Waive

(See “Staff’s Recommendation Based on Standard Mitigation Criteria’)

AFFIANT’S STATEMENT OF MITIGATING FACTS:

1. Affiant states that he has a good filing history.

2. Affiant states that the late report was due to technical issues with the online filing
system.

3. Affiant states that he was provided incorrect information regarding online filings by
APOC staff.

! 2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(B)(i).
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STAFEF’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW

1. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% if the person required to file has a good
filing history (no late filings in the immediately preceding 5 years).> Mr. Wright has
no other late filings in the previous five years and therefore qualifies for a penalty
reduction under this criteria.

2. A civil penalty may be reduced by a percentage greater than 50% or waived entirely
if the civil penalty assessed is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm to
the public for not having the information® and when if the late report included only
administrative costs.* A penalty is significantly out of proportion to the degree of
harm when the unreported amount has a value of $100 or less. Here, Mr. Wright
reported no activity on a Year Start Campaign Disclosure Report that had a balance of
$0.00. The assessed penalty amount of $200.00 is clearly disproportionate in this
instance.

3. A civil penalty may be reduced by up to 50% when there is a technical issue with the
online filing system and may be waived entirely when a unique circumstance justifies
it.° In this instance, Mr. Wright provided evidence of numerous attempts to file online
while travelling internationally. Due to State of Alaska cyber security measures,
access to My Alaska and the APOC online filing system from outside the United States
1s restricted.

4. Based on the foregoing, including a good filing history, the penalty being out of
proportion to the degree of harm, the report disclosing no new activity and the inability
to access the filing system, staff recommends the penalty be waived.

FILER’S REPORTING HISTORY:

2024 — State Primary

2024 Year Start Report...........cccceeeueecnnenes Late by 8 Days (Subject of Appeal)
2022 — State Primary

Seven Day Report.......c.ccceevevienieniienieennnns Timely

Thirty Day Report .......cccecveveevereeieieienens Timely

Year Start Report........cocceeeveveneneeiiienne. Timely

2022 — State General
Year End Report ......ocoeveveieieiiee Timely
Seven Day Report ........ccceevevieniienieeieennnne Timely

2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)(D).
2 AAC 50.865(b)(4).
2 AAC 50.865(b)(3).
2 AAC 50.865 (a)(2) and 2 AAC 50.865(a)(6).

[C, B NV I 8
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Thirty Day Report .......cccoeveeecvevienenienee. Timely
ACTIVITY ON LATE REPORT:

Beginning Balance: | $ 0.00

Income: $0.00
Expenses: $ 0.00
Debts: $0.00

Ending Balance: $ 0.00

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION BASED ON STANDARD MITIGATION CRITERIA

Staff finds the following mitigation criteria applicable to the respondent’s appeal:

Criteria for up to 50% reduction of the maximum civil penalty [2 AAC 50.865(a)]:

X Good filing history (no late filings in the previous 5 years). 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(A)
[ ] Inexperienced filer.® 2 AAC 50.865(a)(1)(B)

X] Technical error at APOC. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(2)

X Reported information had a value of $100 or less. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(3)

[ ] Reported information had a value between $100 and $1000 AND any factor listed in 2 AAC
50.865(b) also applies. 2 AAC 50.865(a)(4)

Criteria for greater than 50% reduction, up to complete waiver [2 AAC 50.865(b)]:

[ ] Personal catastrophe/emergency or incapacitating illness. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(1)

[ ] APOC Staff error. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(2)

[ ] Report included only administrative costs. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(3)

X] No significant harm to the public and no aggravating factors.” 2 AAC 50.865(b)(4)

X The civil penalty is significantly greater and out of proportion to the degree of harm
to the public for not having the information.® 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5)

X A unique circumstance. 2 AAC 50.865(b)(6)

6
7

Any entity or filer subject to a registration or reporting requirement for less than 365 days.

The amount missing is $100 or less; the amount missing is more than $100 but less than $1,000 and the filer
self-reported; or the missing information is readily available to the public through another forum.

8 Penalty exceeds the value of late or unreported transactions or for 24-hour and 7-day reports, the penalty
exceeds twice the value of the late or unreported transactions.
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Non-mitigating factors [2 AAC 50.865(c)]:

The Commission will not accept the following mitigating factors to reduce the amount of a
penalty.

[ ] Relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark or submit the statement on or
before a due date. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(1)

[ ] Forgetting to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(2)
[ ] Being a volunteer. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(3)
[ ] Having no change in data from previous statements on file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(4)

[ ] Relying on the filer’s staff to remind the filer of the filing deadline or to complete the report.
2 AAC 50.865(c)(5)

[ ] Being too busy to file. 2 AAC 50.865(c)(6)

sence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable such as travel for
[ ] Ab db 1, unless th 1 1 d idabl h 1 fi
personal emergency or weather-related travel problems. 2 AAC 50.865(¢)(7)

Aggravating Factors [2 AAC 50.865(d)]:

[ ] Failure to comply by omitting a significant source of income, interest in real property,
loan, trust, business, or other substantial financial interest.” 2 AAC 50.865(d)(1)

[ ] More than one late filing in the preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(A)
[ ] Evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(B)
[ ] Failure to cooperate with staff. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(C)

[ ] A violation under AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 244.60.200-260, or AS 39.50 in the
preceding 5 years. 2 AAC 50.865(d)(2)(D)

Based on the applicable standard mitigation criteria, staff reccommends that the
maximum civil penalty assessment be:

X] Waived

[ ] Reduced by to $

[ ] Upheld at the assessed amount of $

o Value greater than $1000.
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CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE FORM

COMPLETED

Submission Date: 02/23/2024

Filer First Name: Stephen

Filer Middle Name: T

Filer Last Name: Wright

Filer's Title: Stephen Wright for state senate N
Report Type: Year Start Report

CANDIDATE INFORMATION

Candidate Name: Wright, Stephen
Candidate Address: 3560 N Banner Way
City, State Zip: Wasilla, Alaska 99654

REPORT INFORMATION

Election Year: 2024

Election: State Primary

Report Type: Year Start Report

Reporting Period: From 05/01/2023 Through 02/01/2024

| No ACTIvITY

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

’THIS PERIOD ENTIRE CAMPAIGN
Beginning Cash On Hand: ' $0.00
[+] 4 Previous Campaign Income: Campaign Income Total;
(From Box A of previous report) (Box A)
Total Income Reported: | $0.00 [+]= J $7.63 [=]l= $7.63
= U Previous Campaigr_l Expenses: Campaign Expense Total:
(From Box B of previous report) (Box B)
Total Expenditures Reported: | $0.00 = ] $0.00 CE $0.00
=14
Closing Cash On Hand: [ $0.00
-4
Total Debts: | so.00
[l
Surplus/Deficit: | $0.00
INCOME
Date Received I Payment Method [ Contributor Details | Amount
No Income / Nothing to Repart
| Income Total: , $0.00
EXPENDITURES
Date Payment Method I Vendor Purpose | Amount
No Expenditures / Nothing to Report
' Expenditure Total: I $0.00
DeBTS
Date Incurred | Name I Description or Purpose I Original Amount ’ Balance Remaining
No Debts / Nothing to Report
| Remaining Debt Total: $0.00
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) i s AT {
‘Stephen Wright 5 ..ver viright % %&%E\\ﬁ. Sl
Notice of Penalty — 2024 Year. Start Report* : "l

MAR 1 & 2024

Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit
AS 15.13 Alaska Campaign Disclosure: Law

Name of Appellant: | 3 ‘ILPQ AUSTAN Wf L&Y k

Office: <;+5A+e -«J@V\C‘CJ(Q ; (2“"‘&( %‘C‘%‘ ff\\}
Nn ckin€ \3 Duwr vy a'

Penalty issued in connection with (check box or boxes): Ve o 6&

’ (130 Day Report []105 Day Report [ | Statement of Contributions (15-5)
[ 17 Day Report [] Year End Report [_] Independent Expenditure (15-6)
[ 124 Hour Report Registration [] Paid for By Identifier

T Other: jw:m "H‘D e(vor oh,.nv*tq aqm%

-\’ rave L0
Specify year & electlon if late report (e g 04 Prima@', 03 Muni{ etc.): ,Q,O #2 ] ‘-! P( WA T

Instructions: If you send payment, you need not file this form. An affidavit is required only if
you are appealing the civil penalty assessment. An affidavit must be self-certified or notarized
by any person authorized to administer oaths.

Statement:

[ do hereby swear and affirm that this statement of facts is offered in mitigation of the civil
penalty issued in connection with a violation of the AS 15.13, the Alaska Campaign Disclosure
Law.

State the reasons why the reporting violation occurred and any reasons why the .

civil penalty should not be assessed FE A {Mﬁ +0 c.gi@, "

See BB R heome, oa €
Exeod MQSSQSQQ é‘m C Wiame @mqu

L
L;ﬂfaéﬂ;(! j P ?ﬁ.«w %}w oNE. é ‘gﬁf‘w’wm

| J
phene  See O\—%-én'{'cbw,a% My Haple

«/@&s,mp'?_é o S@V\ 7. vh,f Lgb @l 0oL -/
qnd Ué untel 7 he |3 W)\ o €row [lmgp’

‘\-, ¥

Certification: !Y\WY\M(‘;M /y 51 _!LL,(,/ /H“CM“!}? Heean,

1, the undersigned, certify that the information in thlS Statement is, to the best of my knowledge,
true, correct, and complete. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which

s’he does not believe to be true is guﬂty of perjury ‘/."
e S, iz L n il J0aY f“M‘”
Signed/Date: ,0 A0~ A _;- ’\ {,Gf L/

5‘%MJ I N [@WM&;L@M {_:Nv*\ on @ Febot
hut no Nttt -sf;ﬂg fj atfoevm S gmfwe }fﬂ
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Stephen Wright < % ;7.0 Wight - S phen &Y Page |4

Notice of Penalty 2024 Ycar Start REpott s wvi:
2 AAC 50.865. Mitigating factors; aggravating fgctors .

(a) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.85"5" may be reduced by up to 50 percent if
(1) a person required to file a statement or other filing

(A) has a good filing history; in this subparagraph, "good filing history" means

é”{ (1) ho late filings in the immediately preceding five years; and

(ii) for groups, no more than $500 in non-administrative activity shown on the group's overdue
report; or

(B) is an inexperienced filer; in this subparagraph, "inexperienced filer" means a person required
to file reports under this chapter if that person has been subject to a registration or reporting
requirement for less than 365 days, or a person engaged in the person's first election cycle;

)a technical error at the commission, including a communication, facsimile machine, computer
=program, electronic filing system, or other equipment problem may have contributed to the late
or incomplete filing;

(3) any unreported or mistakenty reported information had a value of $100 or less; or

(4) any unreported or mistakenly reported information had a value higher than $100 but no more
than $1,000, and a factor listed in (b) of this section also applies.

(b) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be reduced by a percentage greater than
50 percent, or waived entirely based on the following factors:

(1) the person required to file, or a family member of the person required to file, experienced a
personal emergency, including a call for military service, a natural disaster, a civil disturbance,
or an incapacitating illness that prevented the person from filing on or before the due date; this
mitigating factor is only available to a natural person;

(2) a significant cause of the late filing is commission staff error, incluﬂing

¢A) furnishing reporting materials too late for filing on or before the due date;

@ incorrect oral or written information to a person required to submit a statement or
other filing; or

(C) failing to deliver required notices when due;
(3) a late or erroneous report included only administrative costs;

(4) a late or incomplete report did not cause significant harm to the public, and aggravating
factors under (d) of this section do not exist; for purposes of this paragraph, a late or incomplete
report did not cause signiﬁcant harm to the public if -

(A) the dollar amount mlssmg from a form or dlsclosure 15 $100 or less;

See  Machmsat Wg@ﬁ
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Stephen Wright RN Page |5

Notice of Penalty — 2024 Year Start Repoﬂ

(B) the dollar amount for the information missing from a form or disclosure is more than $100
but no more than $1,000, and the person required to file self-reported the error; for purposes of
this subparagraph, the error is self-reported if the person notified the staff of the error, but filing
the late or missing information without notifying the staff does not constitute self-reporting; or

(C) except for a disclosure that must be submitted within 24 hours under AS 15.13.110 or
15.13.040, the missing or incomplete information is readily available to the public through
another forum;

(5) the civil penalty assessment is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harin to the
public for not having the information; for purposes of this paragraph, absent the presence of
aggravating factors in (d) of this section, an assessed penalty is significantly out of proportion if
it exceeds the value of the transactions that were not reported or were reported late, o, in the
case of seven-day or 24-hour reports, exceeds twice the value of the transactions that were not
reported or were reported late; or

(6) a unique circumstance justifies reducing or waiving the penalty.

(c) The commission will not accept any of the following as mitigating factors to reduce the
amount of a penalty:

(1) relying on another person or mailroom to mail, postmark, or submit the statement on or
before a due date;

(2) forgetting to file;
(3} being a volunteer;
(4) having no change in reportable information from previous filed statements;

(5) relying on the responsible person's staff to remind the person of the filing deadline or to
complete or file the report;

(6) being too busy to file;

(7) absence caused by travel, unless the travel was unplanned or unavoidable, including travel for
a personal emergency, or weather-related travel problems,

(d) A civil penalty determined under 2 AAC 50.855 may be increased to the maximum amount
allowed under the applicable statute if a person required to file a statement or other filing hag

(1) failed to substantially comply with financial disclosure requirements by omitting a significant
source of income, interest in real property, business interest, loan, trust, or other substantial
financial interest; in this paragraph, "substantial financial interest" means an interest with a value
greater than $1,000; or ' -

(2) a peor reportlng hlstory, 1ndlcat0rs of a poor reporting hlstory 1nclude any of the following:

(A) more than one late filing in the 1mmed1ately precedmg ﬁve years
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+ . Stephen Wright TR T T S R e I ﬁage |6
Notice of Penalty — 2024 Year Start Report L A

(B) evidence suggesting deliberate non-reporting;

(C) failure to cooperate with the staff;

(D) aviolation of any provision of AS 15.13, AS 24.45, AS 24.60.200 - 24.60.260, AS 39.50, or
this chapter in the preceding five years.
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Department of Administration

THE STATE ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

of
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

March 15, 2024

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, U.S. MAIL, & EMAIL
Stephen Wright

3560 N Banner Way

Wasilla, Alaska 99654

stephenwrightl @yahoo.com

RE: Notice of Penalty Assessment — 2024 Year Start Report
Dear Mr. Wright:

According to our records you did not timely file your 2024 Year Start Campaign Disclosure
Report for the 2024 State Primary Election that was due on February 15, 2024. Instead,
the report was filed on February 23, 2024 (8 days late). By law a maximum penalty of $50
accrues each day the report is late.! The maximum penalty the Alaska Public Offices
Commission could assess you is $400.2

Staff is reducing the penalty to 50% of the maximum civil penalty that could have been
assessed because the missing information had a value under $100.°> Accordingly, the
assessed penalty owed is $200.

Additionally, please be advised:

1) You may pay the assessed penalty and avoid formal Commission action by sending
payment by check or money order payable to the “State of Alaska” to our office at
the address above; visiting our website* to make a payment by credit card; or you
may pay in cash at our offices. Payment must be made within thirty days of the
date of this letter. If you are unable to pay the entire assessed penalty in a single
payment and wish to discuss a payment plan, or have any other question concerning
this matter, please contact the APOC staff.

AS 15.13.390(a).

2 AAC 50.855(a).

2 AAC 50.855(b)(2)(C)(ii).
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/CommissionCivilPenalties.aspx

PLEASE NOTE: credit card payments cannot be made by phone; they must be made online.

O N
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Stephen Wright Page |2
Notice of Penalty — 2024 Year Start Report

2) Alternatively, you have the right to appeal staff’s conclusion that a violation has
occurred or the penalty amount assessed.’ If you wish to appeal you must submit
the enclosed appeal affidavit to APOC within thirty days of the date of this
letter.

If you appeal, staff will review your affidavit and prepare a recommendation for the
Commission. You will receive a copy of that recommendation and notice of when the
Commission will meet to consider the matter. You will have the opportunity to participate
in the meeting either in person or telephonically.

Failure to respond to this notice by either making arrangement for payment within thirty
days or submitting an appeal within thirty days will result in staff presenting this matter to
the Commission for a final order in the amount of the assessed penalty and referral to the
Attorney General’s Office.®

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document.
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff.

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION [ CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE;:

I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and

ép L(/ : . Z cé correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to:
n Grover Whitlock Stephen Wright Certified Mail
C . Discl A iat 3560 N Banner Way U.S. Mail
ampaign Disclosure Associate Wasilla, Alaska 99654 Email
stephenwright1@yahoo.com

Encl: Civil Penalty Appeal Affidavit :
2 AAC 50.865 Qlotin UWhittock 3115124

ﬂiw Office Assistant Date

cc:  Candidate File (w/o enclosures)

9171 9690 0935 0310 8335 31

s 2 AAC 50.831(a).
6 2 AAC 50.895.
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THE STATE o ]
jA A SKA Department of Administration
[ 4 ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION
GOVERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY 2221 E. Northern Lights Bivd., Rm. 128
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149
Main: 907.276.4176

Fax: 907.276.7018
www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

May 20, 2024

Via Certified Mail and Email
Stephen Wright
3560 N Banner Way
Wasilla, Alaska 99654
stephenwrightl @yahoo.com

Re: Commission Meeting Notice
Dear Mr. Wright:

At its upcoming June meeting, the Commission will consider the matter of the civil penalty assessed for
your late filed Year Start Campaign Disclosure Report.

I'have enclosed the Staff Recommendation that will be presented to the Commission at the meeting for your
review.

The meeting will be held remotely. You have a right to participate at the meeting either by telephone (1-907-
202-7104, Access Code 282 382 763#), or via Microsoft Teams.! Please notify our office if you intend to
participate. The matter is currently scheduled to be heard at [9:30 a.m.(for Candidates)/10:00 a.m. (for
Groups)] on Wednesday, June 5, 2024.

If you do not participate in the meeting, staff will send you a letter and a final order notifying you of the
Commission’s decision.

Sincerely CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true
ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION and correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered
to:

Certified

. S Stephen Wright Mail
Wechadd W 3560 N Banner Way Email
Wasilla, Alaska 99654

Michael Sargent .
stephenwrightl @yahoo.com

Paralegal Specialist I /
Campaign Disclosure Coordinator

9489 0178 9820 3021 0602 25

Encl:  Staff Penalty Recommendation

Signature date

Weckkadld S’W 05.20.2024

! Meeting ID: 253 276 723 04, Passcode: PpgBwy.
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Tracking Number: Remove X

9489017898203021060225

Copy Add to Informed Delivery (https://informeddelivery.usps.com/)

Expected Delivery by
FRIDAY

24 2’(')%@ gzOOpm@

Your item arrived at our USPS facility in ANCHORAGE AK DISTRIBUTION CENTER on May 21, 2024 at
8:36 pm. The item is currently in transit to the destination.

speqpasy

Get More Out of USPS Tracking:
USPS Tracking Plus®

Delivered
Out for Delivery

Preparing for Delivery

Moving Through Network
@ Arrived at USPS Regional Facility

ANCHORAGE AK DISTRIBUTION CENTER
May 21, 2024, 8:36 pm

® Accepted at USPS Origin Facility

ANCHORAGE, AK 99508
May 21, 2024, 7:21 pm

® seeAll Tracking History
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